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AGRICULTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

The Indian River County (IRC) Agriculture Advisory Committee (AAC) met 
at 2:00 P.M. on Thursday, April 5, 2007 in the First Floor Conference Room “A”, 
1840 25th Street, Vero Beach, Florida.   

 
Present were Chairman Robert Adair, Jr., Associated Industry Appointee; 

Kevin O’Dare, Vegetable Industry Appointee; Gary Pressley, Associated Industry 
Appointee; and Rusty Banack, Horticulture Appointee; William C. Graves, IV, 
Citrus Appointee; Dan Chellemi, Irrigation Appointee; and Ralph Sexton, Cattle 
Industry Appointee. 

 
 Also present were IRC Staff:  Ed Prime, Assistant Chief, Fire Rescue and 
Terri Collins-Lister, Staff Assistant IV.  Others present were:  Lex Kromhout, 
Board Member and Treasurer, Indian River Soil and Water Conservation District 
(IRSWCD); Christine Kelly-Begazo, IRC Agricultural Extension Director; Jack 
Hebb and Jeffrey Gellermann, Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) 
Multi-County Citrus Agent; and Ken Grudens, Executive Director, Indian River 
Land Trust. 
 
Call to Order 

 
Chairman Adair called the meeting to order.  He reviewed several motions 

acted upon by the AAC Committee from previous meetings and had asked 
Commissioner Wesley Davis to present these recommendations to the Board of 
County Commissioners. 

 
ON MOTION BY Mr. O’Dare, SECONDED BY Mr. Sexton, the 
members voted unanimously (7-0) to recommend to the BCC to 
form an Agricultural Stewardship Program similar to that of  
Hillsborough County with a financial incentive under the “green 
belt” agricultural tax with a Grant amount determined by the 
County to be a minimum of 75%. 

 
ON MOTION BY Mr. O’Dare, SECONDED BY Mr. Banack, the 
Committee voted unanimously (4-0) to recommend the Board of 
County Commissioners support tax incentives to push 
abandoned groves.      

 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Banack, SECONDED BY Mr. Pressley, the 
Committee voted unanimously (4-0) to recommend the Board of 
County Commissioners look at providing re-use water outside 
the urban service area for agricultural purposes only. 



AGCOM / Approved               2                                                             April 5, 2007 
C:\Documents and Settings\sjohnson\Local Settings\Temporary Internet 
Files\Content.Outlook\OCJ1QWGU\04-05-07.doc 

Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman for 2007 
 

ON MOTION BY Mr. Sexton, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Pressley, the Committee voted unanimously (7-0) to 
reelect Robert Adair, Jr. as Chairman and Rusty 
Banack as Vice Chairman of the Agriculture 
Advisory Committee for 2007.  

 
Approval of Minutes of November 16, 2006  

 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Banack, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Pressley, the Committee voted unanimously (7-0) to 
approve the minutes of November 16, 2006 as 
presented. 

 
Agriculture Protection Programs and the Indian River Land Trust Seminar 
on May 9, 2007 – Mr. Ken Grudens, IRC Land Trust 
 
 Mr. Grudens gave a brief overview of the Indian River Land Trust (IRLT), 
which was a non-profit land conservation organization that focuses on protecting 
wildlife corridors, wildlife habitat, water quality and agricultural lands.  He added 
the IRLT accomplishes this by partnering with other organizations and the 
government to find alternatives for land donors to protect their lands with a 
variety of conservation tools.   
 
 Mr. Grudens pointed out the IRLT was hosting a seminar, Conservation 
Alternatives for Agricultural Lands on May 9, 2007.  He further discussed the 
seminar would cover a variety of topics and mentioned a few of the 
conservational tools to be discussed such as the basics of conservation 
easements, new tax incentives, land stewardship programs and purchase of 
development rights just to name a few.   
 
 Mr. Grudens told the committee Mr. Ed Kuester, Program Administrator, 
Rural and Family Lands Protection Program would be presenting at the seminar 
and gave a brief summary of the program.  He emphasized Mr. Kuester believed 
that the Sexton Project would be the first true Agricultural Conservation 
Easement in the state once it was completed.  He indicated the IRC Cattlemen’s 
Association in concert with the IRLT and National Audubon Society would be 
sending a letter to all of the State Representatives and State Senators to push for 
the program. 
 
Chairman Adair asked if the Rural and Family Lands Protection Program bought 
the land or just the development rights.  Mr. Grudens stated the primary purpose 
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was to buy development rights.  Chairman Adair felt this may be a need for 
political influence with our local state representatives to look into funding this 
program and was an opportunity for agricultural lands that want to stay as 
agricultural lands and still allow the owner to cash in the development value of 
their property.  He referred to the following link for additional information: 
http://www.fl-dof.com/forest_management/fm_pdfs/RandF_landprotection_act.pdf 
 
Preserving Agriculture in the Face of Growth – Mr. Jeffrey Gellermann – St. 
Lucie County Extension Agent 
 
 Mr. Gellermann talked about the growth along the Treasure Coast and the 
challenges, opportunities and a possible solution.  He stated one of the 
challenges was the Developments of Regional Impact (DRIs) which were 
housing developments primarily over 1000 homes.  He mentioned there were 
83,000 proposed homes from Martin County to Indian River County which were 
part of the DRIs and the majority would be located in rural and agricultural areas. 
 
 Mr. Gellermann mentioned him and several other individuals had looked at 
the AAC in IRC, Palm Beach County and Hillsborough to establish a similar 
Agricultural Board in St. Lucie County.  He indicated Palm Beach County had an 
agricultural reserve and back in the late 1980’s and early 1990’s, the county 
floated some $100 million dollars worth of bonds to purchase agricultural lands 
which were leased back to producers and had been very successful.   
 
 Mr. Gellermann discussed a cluster development where more houses were 
placed on much smaller lots and preserved a larger area as open space.  He 
indicated the costs involved, if the land was not maintained and who would pick 
up the cost.  He opined the cost would be between $200 and $500 per acre per 
year to maintain and the homeowner association would need to pickup the cost.  
He contemplated a hybrid agricultural reserve and as the projects were submitted 
by the development community to the planning department, IFAS would be 
notified and a swell analysis would be performed to determine what kind of crops 
were available and the best uses applicable to the development.  He continued 
IFAS or the county would work with the developer to draft homeowner covenants 
for the future homeowners association which would include viable list of options 
for the open space.  He remarked there were two agricultural colleges in the 
State of Florida and those graduates could lease this land from the homeowner 
association.  He added IFAS would keep a list of the different properties and 
maybe the county could assist by guaranteeing the lease of the land from the 
homeowners association. 
 
 Mr. Lex Kromhout, IRSWCD, felt this was putting more competitive 
pressure on the existing agricultural operations which were already under 
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financial stress by proposing the cluster concept of a subsidized environment.    
 Ms. Christine Kelly-Begazo, IRC Extension Director, emphasized direction 
on what the development could grow and produce would come from IFAS.   
 
 Mr. Kromhout pointed out that the community farmers had been asking 
that of IFAS already and had the land in which they did not know what to grow on 
that would be profitable to stay in business. 
 
 Ms. Kelly-Begazo opined it would be up to IFAS to come up with some 
additional ideas.  Mr. Banack stated there were a lot of issues involved with 
mixing a home owners association with a farming entity.  A lengthy discussion 
followed on farming and the clustering concept. 
 
Other Business 
 
 Chairman Adair discussed an interested entrepreneur in the County was 
looking at biofuel using citrus and he speculated about the idea of the old Ocean 
Spray as a possible site to distill ethanol.  He asked if Mr. Jack Hebb, IFAS, 
could discuss the concept further.  Mr. Hebb stated the legislatures in the State 
of Florida were pushing to start initiating some type of production of ethanol.  He 
felt it should have been started a long time ago and would require a lot of money 
and investment to get it off the ground.  
 
 Chairman Adair mentioned he had received several calls regarding bees 
under their mobile homes and stated the IRC Fire Rescue uses foam to destroy 
the hive.  Mr. Ed Prime, Assistant Chief, IRC Fire Rescue, had contacted other 
local Fire Rescue to find what methods where used to handle the bee hives.  He 
noted the IRC Fire Rescue carries on their units a Tripe X Aqueous Foam 
Filming Agent to destroy the bee hive if it becomes a threat.  A discussion 
followed. 
 
 Mr. Sexton publicly thanked Chairman Adair for his testimony before the 
BCC in helping the Sexton Ranch get their easement.  Chairman Adair opined 
the idea of the County and other entities buying development rights from 
Agricultural operations was something to look towards and felt the Rural and 
Family Lands Protection Act needed to be looked at closely. 
 
Adjournment 
 
 There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 3:08 p.m. 


