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AGRICULTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

The Indian River County (IRC) Agriculture Advisory Committee (AAC) met 
at 2:00 P.M. on Thursday, April 22, 2010 in the County Administration Building B, 
Conference Room A1-411, 1801 27th Street, Vero Beach, Florida.   

 
Present were Chairman Robert Adair, Jr., Associated Industry Appointee;; 

Shawn Sexton, Cattle Industry Appointee and E. Ray Smith, Citrus Appointee 
Ruben Koch, Irrigation Appointee; Gary Pressley, Associated Industry Appointee 
(arrived at 2:20 p.m.); Louis Schacht, Vegetables Appointee and Commissioner 
Liaison Wesley S. Davis.   Absent was: Rusty Banack, Horticulture Appointee; 
(excused). 

 
 Also present were IRC Staff:  Bob Keating, Community Development 
Director; Christine Kelly-Begazo, County Extension Director/Ag Agent; and Misty 
L. Pursel, Commissioner Assistant, District 1. 
 
 Others present were:  Ralph Monticello, Rick Melchiori, Randall P. Niedz, 
Ph.D., United States Horticultural Research Laboratory, and Jim Carter, Field 
Station Supervisor, Vero Beach Citrus Health Response Plan, Florida DOACS. 
 

You may view the meeting; review the agenda and the minutes on the IRC 
website - http://www.ircgov.com/Boards/AAC/2010.htm.  Please note listed at the 
end of each agenda item refers to time on the recorded minutes.  

 
 Any residents interested in serving on a board or committee, an 
educational tool to gain an understanding of State of Florida laws regarding 
government in the sunshine, public records, and ethics is available for review on 
the IRC website - http://www.ircgov.com/Boards/Sunshine_Presentation.pdf. 
  
Call to Order 

 
Chairman Adair called the meeting to order at 2:05 p.m. and noted a 

quorum was present.   
 

Approval of Minutes of March 4, 2010 
  

ON MOTION BY Mr. Schacht, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Smith, the Committee voted unanimously (5-0) to 
approve the minutes of March 4, 2010.  (2:06 p.m.) 

 
 Introductions of those present circulated around the room. 
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 Chairman Adair summarized the purpose for each agenda item and the 
purpose of the Agriculture Advisory Committee.   

 
Chairman Adair requested the agenda items be discussed out of order. 

 
Update on Citrus, Abandoned Groves, Water Farming and Greening Disease  
 
 Chairman Adair introduced Jim Carter with the Florida Department of 
Agriculture (FDA). 

 
Mr. Carter discussed the citrus industry and provided explanation to what 

Citrus Health Response Program (CHRP) was and CHRP’s function. 
 
Mr. Carter also discussed the effects of greening and canker and how the 

FDA assesses and processes the diseases. 
 
Mr. Pressley arrived at 2:20 p.m. 
 
Mr. Carter confirmed Indian River County groves are infected by greening 

beyond the 5% level. 
 
Mr. Smith mentioned the disease called Black Spot and Mr. Carter advised 

forensic scientists were attempting to determine where it came from and how to 
process the disease.  Mr. Carter stated it was too early to determine the effects. 

 
Mr. Carter confirmed no reported losses from greening at processing plants 

and currently it was legal to ship the citrus. 
  
Mr. Carter offered his contact information should anyone have questions at 

any time. 
 
Chairman Adair introduced Dr. Randy Niedz, Research Geneticist, with 

United States Horticultural Research Laboratory (USHRL) in Fort Pierce, Florida.   
 
Mr. Niedz provided status of research efforts and his personal opinions 

regarding the control of greening (not speaking on behalf of the USHRL). 
 
 
Mr. Niedz advised the United States was interacting with a Brazilian group 

and researching ways to control greening and canker. 
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Mr. Niedz guessed it would be maybe a minimum of 10 to 15 years before a 
successful cure for the tree bacteria would be found; including the regulatory 
aspect.  

 
Mr. Carter responded to questions regarding ways to help prolong the life of the 

citrus industry in this area. 
 
Chairman Adair summarized and said in 5 years there was a potential collapse of 

the citrus industry.  He noted there was not a lot of research funding available for seeking 
an alternative. 

 
Update on IRC Extension office; Christine Kelly-Begazo (3:11) 
 

Mrs. Kelly-Begazo mentioned the need to diversify our mono-crops.  She 
told the Committee there were several farmers with 5, 10, 15, 20, and maybe 100 
acres, where mostly the farmers were new to the industry. 

 
Mrs. Kelly-Begazo indicated there were some very successful pastured, 

poultry, eggs, and grass-fed beef farmers in Indian River County.  She added 
while these farmers locally produced and processed there were those who 
received better prices in Okeechobee and their animals were leaving the County 
and going to a stock yard. 

 
Mrs. Kelly-Begazo referred to exotics, such as the cracker cattle, as well 

as an African breed (the horns are positioned on the head differently).  She also 
said there were vegetable farmingand micro greens (small vegetables used for 
eatable decoration). 

 
Mrs. Kelly-Begazo realized the above suggestions would not replace the 

citrus income; however, the above mentioned was some of what farmers where 
looking at.  She encouraged trying something no one else has done, or very few 
people were doing. 

 
Mrs. Kelly-Begazo mentioned a market manager program available for all 

to assist with networking and searches.  She said the license was held by the 
University of Florida. 

 
Commissioner Liaison Wesley S. Davis left at 3:30 p.m. 
 
Chairman Adair said this program was a communication link, a way of 

bridging the growers with the consumer. 
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Mrs. Kelly-Begazo discussed budgeting issues and how it affected the 
Extension Office and in the short run licensing issues for the farmer.  

 
Mrs. Kelly-Begazo asked the Committee for support to house an agent 

from a different county for a year, at no cost to the County. 
 

ON MOTION BY Mr. Sexton, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Schacht, the Committee voted unanimously (5-0) to 
recommend the County Commission’s 
consideration of an initiative to provide unused 
office space in the Ag Extension Suite to courtesy 
agents, at no cost to the County. (3:45 p.m.) 

 
“Buy Local” committee update by Chairman Ralph Monticello, Indian River 
Land Trust  

 
Mr. Monticello reported on shared ideas for raising awareness of the local 

agricultural production alternatives and how to get the produce to the end 
consumer, advertising efforts, advertising funds and creating financial incentives 
for abandoned groves.   

 
He provided a spreadsheet entitled “Indian River Land Trust Local Food 

Producers” and a copy of a newspaper article entitled “Indian River County:  
What’s the reality?”; both document copies are on file with the Commission 
Office. 

 
Discussion ensued regarding options for bringing agriculture into the profit 

forefront. 
 
Louis Schacht left at 4:15 p.m.  
 

Other Business  
 
 None. 

 
Adjournment 
 
 There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 4:23 p.m. 


