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 AGRICULTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

The Indian River County (IRC) Agriculture Advisory Committee (AAC) met 
at 2:00 P.M. on Thursday, October 27, 2011 in the County Administration 
Building B, Conference Room B1-501, 1800 27th Street, Vero Beach, Florida.   

 
Present were Chairman Robert Adair, Jr., Associated Industry Appointee; 

Shawn Sexton, Cattle Industry Appointee and E. Ray Smith, Citrus Appointee 
Ruben Koch, Irrigation Appointee; Gary Pressley, Associated Industry 
Appointee (arrived at 2:20 p.m.); and Commissioner Liaison Wesley S. Davis.    

 
Absent was: Rusty Banack, Horticulture Appointee; Louis Schacht, 

Vegetables Appointee (both excused). 
 

 Also present were IRC Staff:  Bob Keating, Community Development 
Director; and Misty L. Pursel, Commissioner Assistant, District 1. 
 
 Others present were:  Peter McClure, Evans Properties, Inc., Bill 
Beardslee, Indian River Neighborhood Association; Mike Ziegler, Ag Resource 
Management; Ralph Monticello, Indian River Land Trust; Todd Bank, Farm Credit 
of Florida; and Mike Adams, Adams Ranch. 
 

You may view the meeting; review the agenda and the minutes on the IRC 
website - http://www.ircgov.com/Boards/AAC/2010.htm.   

 
 Any residents interested in serving on a board or committee, an 
educational tool to gain an understanding of State of Florida laws regarding 
government in the sunshine, public records, and ethics is available for review on 
the IRC website - http://www.ircgov.com/Boards/Sunshine_Presentation.pdf. 
  
Call to Order 

 
Chairman Adair called the meeting to order at 2:05 p.m. and noted a 

quorum was present.   
   
Approval of Minutes of August 28, 2011 

 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Smith, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Pressley, the Committee voted unanimously (5-0) to 
approve the minutes of August 28, 2011.  
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New Business 
 

 Chairman Adair invited the members to a round-table brief discussion of 
activities from the agricultural viewpoint of each represented areas of AAC. 
 
 Mr. Koch mentioned many repairs were being done to farmer’s irrigations.  
He stated farmers would soon have to begin looking at how they can improve 
irrigation needs. 
 
 Mr. Sexton commented about the water management districts trying to 
spend less on the maintenance of their lands and sell anything surplus.  It was 
his opinion there was a possibility of grazing lands becoming available from 
properties on the market and not selling.  He related at the last Cattlemen 
Association meeting grazing lands were mentioned. 
 
 Mr. Smith reported greening was the biggest problem he was facing; 
however, nutritional spraying had positive effects on the citrus psyllids.  He 
introduced Peter McClure, who said the nutritional spraying had gotten a lot of 
press wherein the hard data was not as good as what has been read.   
 
 Mr. McClure stated killing the psyllids was most important and slowed the 
progression of greening down.  He thought what was happening with the 
spraying was making the healthy trees more productive. 
 
 Mr. McClure told the committee there was a lot of research being done on 
greening and was getting close to culturing the bacteria, which was a major deal.  
He thought in another five years there would be more and better managing tools 
available. 
 
 Mr. Pressley told the committee cattle numbers continued to decrease, 
with the export going up and the prices were holding well. 
 

a. Request for Indian River County to share in funding  the UF/IFAS 
Multi-County Citrus Agent (see attached backup documents: letter 
from Anita Neal dated October 21, 2011 and multi-county talking 
points); 

 
 Mr. Adair explained the Multi-County Citrus Agent, Mr. Tim Gaver, whose 
office was in St. Lucie County; however, his territory extended to the north of 
Indian River County and south to Martin County.  He reminded everyone Mr. 
Gaver was serving a three-county area, where St. Lucie County was sharing the 
burden from their coffers to help pay his salary; however, Indian River County 
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was not.  A copy of the information regarding the mission and citrus extension 
Program Highlights, are on file in the Commission Office. 
 
 Commissioner Liaison Wesley Davis said he would forward the 
Committee’s request to County Administrator Joe Baird for consideration for next 
year’s budget, given this year’s budget was already finished. 
 

ON MOTION BY Mr. Sexton, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Smith, the Committee voted unanimously (5-0) to 
recommend to the Board of County Commissioners 
to fund a 47% portion or approximately $11,000 of 
the UF/IFAS Multi-County Citrus Agent’s salary. 

  
b. 2012 AAC Meeting Dates (see attached backup memorandum dated 

October 25, 2011. 
 

 AAC meeting dates for 2012 were corrected as follows, the fourth 
Thursday, at 2:00 p.m., in Conference Room B1-501:   
 
  January 26     July 26 
  April 26      October 25 

  
Mr. Monticello commented there had been gaps between meeting dates 

this year and  with the many issues going on in Indian River County such as what 
was going on with the water management districts, and the impact of water 
farming on agricultural issues, he thought it was important not to have too long of 
gaps between meetings. 

 
Commissioner Liaison Wesley Davis explained the direction from his fellow 

Commissioners was committee meetings needed more action than talking and 
PowerPoint presentations.  He continued the Committees were designed to have 
matters brought to the Board of County Commissioners for action, such as the 
request for budgeting consideration of the extension position.  He stated as much 
as the meetings are important and nice, however, there was no resources to staff 
the meetings. 

 
Old Business 

 
a. Update on “Buy Local” committee update, by Ralph Monticello, 

Indian River Land Trust; 
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 Mr. Monticello told the committee the lack of infrastructure affected the 
local small producers such as in cattle to sell beef, lamb, pigs or even poultry 
locally, slaughter houses were needed, as well as the capacity to pass the 
federal and state inspections on quality.  He said there was a capacity, which fits 
in with the need to fill some of the vacant citrus land and some of the land that 
may become available from the water management district to grow food locally. 
 
 Mr. Monticello spoke of the farmers markets in Ft. Pierce and in Vero 
Beach, both on the island opposite of Humiston Park and also on 14th Avenue in 
downtown Vero Beach.  He spoke of issues regarding keeping some portion of 
agricultural close to the consumers by having more slaughterhouses and 
processing plants available for food on the local level and maintaining food 
safety. 
  
 Chairman Adair remarked the AAC could heighten the awareness of 
buying local to the betterment of the community by providing jobs, etc., if the 
focus was coherently between buying local and implementation.  He suggested 
the County focus on Florida’s agriculture in a proactive way would create the 
desire for purchases and assist some of the small farmers get established. 
 
 Mr. Sexton felt there was a need to make friends with agriculture as a 
culture in Florida and in Indian River County.  He stated agriculture was growth 
management. 
 
 Chairman Adair proposed a designated member of AAC and Mr. 
Monticello discuss with the Chamber of Commerce ways to create an interest 
through practical tourism ideas, including how to fund and implement those 
interests.  
 
 Discussion ensued regarding setting up a produce stand to include 
locations in commercially zoned areas with a temporary use permit and the 
restrictions and limitations therein. 
 
 Mr. Monticello and Mr. McClure agreed to meet with the Chamber of 
Commerce’s Economic Development Council and discuss whether there was any 
tie-in with eco-tourism and general, small-scale jobs creation. 
 
 Chairman Adair asked if there was any County-owned land feasibly usable 
for selling crops and produce. 
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 Commissioner Davis mentioned the fairgrounds.  He directed anyone 
interested in setting up such produce-type stand to either contact him or Bob 
Keating, Director of Community Development.  
 

b. Continued discussion on abandoned citrus groves and consideration 
for County action. 

 
 Mr. McClure expressed his opinion regarding the abandoned groves issue.  
He shared his thoughts of the need for people to actively participate in killing 
psyllids on managed groves first and defending themselves the best they could 
against their abandoned neighbors. 
 
 Chairman Adair gave an anecdotal comment for people who were trying to 
do something with the groves.  He said 20 years ago, a small group burned their 
groves out in small areas and then created a structure for blackberries, with the 
ash providing the phosphorus of potassium.   
 
Other Business 

 
Mr. Sexton asked about New Planet Energy’s status.   
 
Commissioner Davis confirmed New Planet was still moving forward; 

however, there was a delay of six months due to issues they needed to work out 
regarding feed for the ethanol process. 

 
 Chairman Adair asked how to add an aquaculture and a small farms 
representative on AAC.  

 
 Commissioner Davis replied an Ordinance change would need to be 
requested for another member or diversify the current membership to include 
aquaculture and a small farm representative.  He reminded the Committee the 
more representatives added to the committee; the harder it was to obtain a 
quorum. 
 
 Chairman Adair announced if any member knew of anyone who fit the title 
to invite them to the next AAC meeting. 
 
 Chairman Adair requested Tim Gaver and Penny Chandler be added to 
the AAC agenda’s cc.  
 
Adjournment 
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 There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 3:10 p.m. 
 


