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CONSTRUCTION BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT AND APPEALS 

 

 There was a meeting of the Indian River County (IRC) Construction 
Board of Adjustment and Appeals (CBAA) on Tuesday, August 28, 2007 at 
12:00 p.m. in the Commission Chambers of the County Administration 
Building, 1840 25th Street, Vero Beach, Florida. 
 
 Present were members:  Vice Chairman Pete Clements, Division 1 
Contractor Appointee; Dave Meek, Plumbing Contractor Appointee; Leon 
Walton, Electrical Contractor Appointee; Mark Dean, Mechanical 
Contractor Appointee; Dean Luethje, Engineer Appointee; Reverend Hugh 
King and Gayle Lafferty, Member General Public Appointees. 
 
 Absent was Chairman Peter Robinson, Division 1 Contractor 
Appointee (excused).  
  
 Let the record show there is a vacancy for an architect member. 
 
 Also present was IRC staff:  William DeBraal, Assistant County 
Attorney; James Akins, Building Division Director; Betty Beatty-Hunter, 
Contractor Licensing Investigator; and Reta Smith, Recording Secretary. 
 
Call to Order  
 
 Vice Chairman Clements called the meeting to order. 
 
Approval of Minutes of June 26, 2007 (11:50:29) 
 

ON MOTION BY Ms. Lafferty, SECONDED BY 
Mr. Dean, the members voted unanimously (7-
0) to approve the minutes of the June 26, 
2007, meeting as presented. 

 
The Secretary administered the testimonial oath to those who would 

be testifying at today’s hearing. 
 
Item #3 – Hurley Builders & Development (11:51:22) 
 
 Ms. Betty Beatty-Hunter, IRC Contractor Licensing Investigator, 
referred to the backup on file in the Commission Office.  She reported one 
more project had been cancelled on the Certificates Report and in the 
Issued status, one job had moved to Inspect.   
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 The Respondent, Mr. Bruce Hurley, 3082 S.W. Sunset Trace Circle, 
Palm City, Florida, reviewed the Hurley Builders Permit Status Report, a 
copy of which is on file in the Commission Office.  He explained the jobs 
outlined in green had recently been finalled and gave an update on some 
of the other contracts.  The Respondent said progress had been made and 
asked for more time to finish the remainder. 
 
 Mr. James Akins, IRC Building Division Director, recommended the 
Board continue the suspension and look at the issue again in 90 days. 
 

(11:57:13) 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Walton, SECONDED BY 
Mr. Dean, the members voted unanimously (7-
0) to approve continuation of the suspension 
of the license for Hurley Builders & 
Development for 90 days. 
 

Item #4 – Artistic Aluminum of Vero Beach, Inc. (11:57:49) 
 
 Ms. Beatty-Hunter referred to information contained in the backup on 
file in the Commission Office.  She related she had originally issued six 
citations each for $500, which had not yet been paid, and four of the cited 
properties were still in Apply status.  She continued one of the cited 
projects had a change of contractor and a permit was issued for one of the 
cited properties, but it had failed inspection on March 1, 2007.  Ms. Beatty-
Hunter added she had also discovered the Respondent had built one more 
structure that was in Apply status. 
 
 The Respondent, Mr. Scott Hagerman, 3815 7th Lane, Vero Beach, 
stated he had built the structure in question when his license was in Active 
status before the June 26, 2007 CBAA meeting, and he did not receive the 
Notice of Hearing for that meeting because he had moved in the interim.  
The Respondent added he had been in an accident and unable to work for 
some time, but had recently started working to resolve the issues.  He 
stressed he had been trying to complete the jobs he could do without 
paying the reinstatement fee, and would then take care of the ones in the 
Applied status. 
 

Mr. Akins advised the Respondent the same 180 day time period 
held for those items with an Applied or Issued status.  He asked what the 
status was of the jobs involving the citations, and the Respondent 
confirmed they were still in Applied status.     
 



CBAA-Approved                              3                                  August 28, 2007 
C:\Documents and Settings\sjohnson\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\OCJ1QWGU\CBAA Min 
08-28-07.docBCC\All Committees\CBAA\2007\08-28-07.doc 

 A discussion followed about the job the Respondent had completed 
after his license was suspended on June 26, 2007. 
  
 Mr. Akins recommended suspension of the Respondent’s license.  
Mr. Luethje observed if the Board revoked his license the County would 
have no recourse to collect the fines.  IRC Assistant County Attorney 
William DeBraal said it would be a judgment against the Respondent, but 
would not attach to any property. 
 
 The Respondent described the circumstances that had resulted in 
his predicament.   
 
 Mr. Akins thought in order to correct the seven items being 
addressed today, the Respondent should have an engineer on site to tell 
him what he needed to do, then pay for the permit and get the work 
inspected when it was done according to the engineer’s instructions.   
 

A discussion followed.  
 

 Reverend King noted the seven homeowners in question were not 
aware there was a problem with the work the Respondent had done for 
them, and suggested they be informed of what was going on.  Mr. Akins 
agreed to advise the parties concerned.  
 
 Vice Chairman Clements stated he had personal knowledge with 
reference to the judgment at 6200 60th Court, and asked Attorney DeBraal 
if he was free to speak about it.  Attorney DeBraal answered in the 
affirmative.  Vice Chairman Clements related he had viewed the work done 
by Artistic Aluminum of Vero Beach, Inc. at the subject property and it was 
the worst quality work he had ever seen in his life.  He advised the Board it 
was not something even remotely close to acceptable quality of 
construction and described the deficiencies he had observed. 
  
 The Respondent said this job was done right after the hurricanes 
and that particular crew was not with him anymore. 
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(12:30:17) 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Luethje, SECONDED by 
Mr. Dean, to continue suspension of the 
license of Artistic Aluminum of Vero Beach, 
Inc. for 90 days to allow the Respondent to 
work on the seven jobs in question, and 
based on the promise he would not do any 
more illegal building.    
 

 A discussion ensued about the fact the homeowners would have no 
recourse if the Respondent’s license was revoked.   Mr. Dean wondered if 
the Respondent would be able to afford to hire an engineer and an 
inspector if the only jobs he was allowed to work on were the seven in 
question.  The Respondent stated he did not need an engineer because he 
would personally be able to tell from the engineer’s book what needed 
fixing.   
 
 Mr. Luethje noted when he made the motion he was saying to just 
go ahead an correct only those seven, but he observed there were eight 
others on the list that could be inspected.   
 

(12:42:49) 
ON AMENDED MOTION BY Mr. Luethje, 
AMENDED SECOND by Mr. Dean, to continue 
suspension of the license of Artistic 
Aluminum of Vero Beach, Inc. for 90 days to 
allow the Respondent to work on the seven 
jobs in question and the additional eight that 
could be inspected, based on the promise he 
would not do any more illegal building.    
 

 Reverend King wanted to make sure the individuals whose homes 
were involved were informed of what was going on.  He questioned 
allowing the Respondent to go to the properties and make his inspections 
and do what he wanted to do when the homeowners had no idea there 
was a problem.  He suggested tabling this item until the homeowners had 
been notified.  Mr. Luethje did not think it was necessary to put this matter 
off any further because if the Respondent started any unpermitted work it 
would come back to the Board in any event. 
 
 Mr. Akins noted there were six jobs in Issued status that were not 
included in the ones the Board wanted the Respondent to focus on.  The 
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Respondent advised except for Tropic Villas Condo the projects were all 
finished but had not been called in for inspection.   
 

(12:53:12) 
ON AMENDED MOTION BY Mr. Luethje, 
AMENDED SECOND by Mr. Dean, to continue 
suspension of the license of Artistic 
Aluminum of Vero Beach, Inc. for 90 days to 
allow the Respondent to work on the seven 
jobs in question, the five that needed to be 
inspected, and the additional eight that could 
be inspected, based on the promise he would 
not do any more illegal building. 

 
Item #5 – Bilco Roofing, Inc.  (12:54:41) 
 
 Ms. Beatty-Hunter reported progress was being made and there 
were only five items left on the list to be completed.  Mr. Akins 
recommended suspension of the Respondent’s license be continued for 30 
days. 
 
 Mr. Bill Polly, 833 Barber Street, Sebastian, Florida, felt he would 
have the remaining jobs done within the next few days and wanted to know 
when he could start selling some work again.   
 

(1:00:03) 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Dean, SECONDED BY 
Reverend King, to continue the suspension of 
Bilco Roofing, Inc. until the five remaining 
jobs were completed to the IRC Building 
Department’s satisfaction, and if that occurred 
before the Board met again, Mr. Akins had the 
authority to reinstate the Respondent’s 
license. 
 

Item #6 – Confirmation of Tuesday, September 25, 2007, CBAA 12:00 
Hearing (1:00:32) 
 
 Mr. Akins confirmed the next meeting would be held on September 
25, 2007, in the new County Administration Building, 1801 27th Street, 
Vero Beach, Florida. 
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 Mr. Akins had received a request from IRC Health Department 
Attorney Suzanne Vitunac, who was drafting a new ordinance having to do 
with setbacks of septic systems from property lines.  She wished to use the 
CBAA as the variance board under the ordinance after it was approved by 
the Board of County Commissioners.  Attorney DeBraal clarified this would 
simply be an additional task added to the Board’s purview. 
 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:14 
p.m. 

 
  


