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CODE ENFORCEMENT BOARD 
 
 A meeting of the Indian River County (IRC) Code Enforcement Board (the 
Board) was held in the Commission Chambers at the County Administration 
Building, 1801 27th Street, Building “A”, Vero Beach, Florida on Monday, July 
22, 2019 at 1:30 p.m. 

 
Present were Chairman Mr. Bruce Redus, Member-at-Large Appointee; 

Vice-Chairman Mr. Joe Petrulak, Subcontractor Appointee; Mr. Stephen 
Boehning, Engineer Appointee; Mr. Pete Clements, General Contractor 
Appointee; and Mr. David Myers II, Businessman Appointee. 

 
Mr. Karl Zimmermann, Realtor Appointee, was absent. 
 
Let the record show that there is a vacancy for an Architect Appointee  
 

 Also, in attendance was Ms. Jennifer Peshke, Attorney for the Board; IRC 
staff: Mr. Roland DeBlois, Interim Community Development Director; Mr. 
Thomas Allred, Ms. Kelly Buck and Ms. Vanessa Carter Solomon, Code 
Enforcement Officers; Mr. David Checchi, Contractor License Investigator; and 
Ms. Lisa Carlson, Recording Secretary. 
 
00:00:39 Call to Order 

 
   Chairman Mr. Bruce Redus called the meeting to order and led all in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. The secretary called the roll, establishing that a quorum 
was present.  
 
00:01:43  Approval of Minutes  
 

ON MOTION BY Mr. Joe Petrulak, SECONDED BY 
Mr. David Myers II, the Board voted unanimously 
(5-0) to approve the minutes of June 24, 2019 as 
presented. 

 
00:01:56    Attorney’s Overview of Board Purpose and Procedures  

 
Ms. Jennifer Peshke, Attorney for the Board, gave a brief overview of the 

procedures and purpose of the Code Enforcement Board. 
 
00:06:57 Agenda Additions or Deletions, Consent Items   
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Mr. Roland DeBlois, IRC Environmental and Code Enforcement Chief, 

reported the following cases had either complied, been rescheduled, or were 
recommended by staff for an extension of time on the Consent Agenda. Cases 
#2019030046, #2018110020, #2019030096, #2017040066 and 2019040012 – 
thirty-day extension until August 23, 2019. Case #2017060225 – ninety-day 
extension until October 26, 2019. Cases #2019090221, #2019050080, 
#2019060039 and #2019040099 were rescheduled. 

 
In compliance were cases #2019040029, #2019050076, #2019060025, 

#2018110135, #2019020015, #2019030155 and #2019050011. 
 
Mr. Roland DeBlois recommended that the Lien Release Hearings be 

heard at 2:30 p.m. or later, followed by the Rehearing Request. 
 

00:11:18 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Joe Petrulak, SECONDED BY 
Mr. David Myers II, the Board voted unanimously 
(5-0) to accept the Consent Agenda with the 
revisions.  

 
00:11:39 Swearing in of Those Who Will Testify 
 
 The secretary proceeded to administer the testimonial oath to everyone 
who would be testifying at today’s hearings.  
 

EVIDENTIARY HEARINGS 
 
00:12:10 Case #2019030089 – Aayust Corporation 

 
Ms. Vanessa Carter Solomon, IRC Code Enforcement Officer, entered 

one photograph, a letter from a county Plans Examiner, a Notice of Violation, 
and a Stop Work Order into evidence as well as an Affidavit of Service indicating 
that the Subject Property had been posted on July 12, 2019 after attempts of 
certified and first-class mail were unsuccessful. She explained that this case 
relates to unpermitted interior demolitions on a commercial building.  

 
Mr. David Checchi, IRC Contractor License Investigator, reviewed details 

of the issuance and subsequent violation of a Stop Work Order.  
 
Mr. Thomas Biddix, representing the Respondent as well as Vet 

Construction, testified regarding the history of modifications to the Subject 
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Property and his assurance that final inspections would be passing very soon. 
 
Mr. Roland DeBlois recommended a sixty-day extension, until September 

20, 2019, for the Subject Property to be brought into compliance by obtaining 
the permit and passing final inspections or a $100 per day fine would be 
imposed. 

 
00:30:55 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Pete Clements, SECONDED BY 
Mr. David Myers II, the Board voted unanimously 
(5-0) to find the violation and grant an extension of 
sixty days, until September 20, 2019, for 
compliance by obtaining the permit and passing 
final inspections or a $100 per day fine would be 
imposed. 
 

It is noted for the record that a Representative for the Respondent was 
present for this hearing. 

 
00:31:45 Case #2019050048 – Timothy M. Ammons 

 
Ms. Kelly Buck, IRC Code Enforcement Officer, entered one photograph, 

a printout of permits associated with the Subject Property, and a Notice of 
Violation into evidence and advised that this case relates to an expired permit 
on a carport modification as well as unpermitted interior alterations to a garage. 

 
Inspector Mr. David Checchi clarified details of the case and discussed 

departmental procedures regarding first offense permit violations.  
 
Respondent Mr. Timothy Ammons indicated that he had been unaware 

that a permit was required for interior alterations and noted that financial 
constraints have caused the project to move slowly. 

 
Mr. Roland DeBlois recommended a ninety-day extension, until October 

25, 2019, for the Subject Property to be brought into compliance or a $100 per 
day fine would be imposed. 

 
00:49:49 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Joe Petrulak, SECONDED BY 
Mr. Stephen Boehning, the Board voted 
unanimously (5-0) to find the violation and grant an 
extension of ninety days, until October 25, 2019, 
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for compliance or a $100 per day fine would be 
imposed. 
 

It is noted for the record that the Respondent was present for this hearing. 
 

COMPLIANCE HEARINGS 
 
00:51:28 Case #2019060130 – James E. Boyette and Ernest Boyette 

 
Inspector Ms. Vanessa Carter Solomon entered thirteen photographs into 

evidence a provided an overview of this Repeat Violation from 2015 relating to 
boat storage, debris and an unpermitted fence.  

 
Respondent Mr. James Boyette agreed to clean up the tree trimmings and 

build a permitted privacy fence to conceal his boats. 
 
Mr. Roland DeBlois recommended a sixty-day extension, until September 

205, 2019, for the Subject Property to be brought into compliance or a $100 per 
day fine would be imposed. 

 
00:56:42 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Joe Petrulak, SECONDED BY 
Mr. Pete Clements, the Board voted unanimously 
(5-0) to find the violation and grant an extension of 
sixty days, until September 20, 2019, for 
compliance or a $100 per day fine would be 
imposed. 
 

It is noted for the record that the Respondent was present for this hearing. 
 

LIEN RELEASE REQUESTS 
 

00:58:47 Case #2013050042 – Patrick W. Kehoe 
 

Mr. Roland DeBlois summarized details of this case relating to debris and 
overgrown weeds that originally came before the Board on June 24, 2013. After 
two extensions, a $100 per day fine was imposed on September 20, 2013 when 
compliance was not met. Compliance was verified on January 7, 2014 after a 
passage of 108 days, for a flat accrued fine of $10,800 with administrative costs 
being $2,300. He added that the Subject Property was appraised by the IRC 
Tax Assessor in 2018 at $141,063 and recommended acknowledging 
compliance and setting the fine at administrative costs of $2,300. 
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The secretary administered the testimonial oath to the Respondent’s 

Representative as he had arrived after the beginning of the meeting.  
 
Mr. Jose Botero, the prospective buyer of the Subject Property agreed to 

the proposed fine reduction. 
 

  01:05:11 
ON MOTION BY Mr. David Myers II, SECONDED by 
Mr. Pete Clements, the Board voted unanimously 
(5-0) to acknowledge compliance and reduce the 
fine to administrative costs of $2,300.  
 

 It is noted for the record that a Representative for the Respondent was 
present for this hearing. 
 
01:05:47 Case #2014030020 – Patrick W. Kehoe 
 

Mr. Roland DeBlois pointed out that this case is for the same Subject 
Property as the previous case and again related to overgrown weeds that 
originally came before the Board on August 25, 2014. After two extensions, a 
$100 per day fine was imposed on October 24, 2014 when compliance was not 
met. Compliance was verified on July 13, 2015 after a passage of 262 days, for 
a flat accrued fine of $26,200 with administrative costs being $2,300. He 
recommended acknowledging compliance and setting the fine at administrative 
costs of $2,300. 

 
Mr. Jose Botero, the prospective buyer of the Subject Property agreed to 

the proposed fine reduction. 
 

  01:08:35 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Pete Clements, SECONDED by 
Mr. David Myers II, the Board voted unanimously 
(5-0) to acknowledge compliance and reduce the 
fine to administrative costs of $2,300.  
 

 It is noted for the record that a Representative for the Respondent was 
present for this hearing. 
 
01:09:27 Case #2010110095 – Cecial Clark 
 

The secretary administered the testimonial oath to the Respondent’s 
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Representative as she had arrived after the beginning of the meeting.  
 
Mr. Roland DeBlois provided an overview of this case relating to debris 

and overgrown weeds that originally came before the Board on February 28, 
2011. After no extensions, a $100 per day fine was imposed on April 23, 2011 
when compliance was not met. Compliance was verified on October 22, 2011 
after a passage of 194 days, for a flat accrued fine of $19,400 with administrative 
costs being $1,700. He added that the Subject Property was appraised by the 
IRC Tax Assessor in 2018 at $4,803 and recommended acknowledging 
compliance and setting the fine at $480 which is ten percent of the appraised 
value of the property. 

 
Ms. Nicole Knowles stated that she purchased the Subject Property from 

her uncle a few months ago and that there is a separate demolition lien attached 
to the property. She added that she intends to build a duplex on the property 
and agreed to the proposed fine reduction. 

 
Mr. David Myers pointed out that setting the fine at less than 

administrative costs could set a precedent. 
 

  01:16:25 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Pete Clements, SECONDED by 
Mr. Joe Petrulak, the Board voted unanimously (5-
0) to acknowledge compliance and reduce the fine 
to $480 which is ten percent of the appraised value 
of the Subject Property.  
 

 It is noted for the record that a Representative for the Respondent was 
present for this hearing. 
 

REHEARING REQUESTS 
 

01:17:04 Case #2019020102 – Palmetto Vero Beach – 20th Street LLC 
 

The secretary administered the testimonial oath to the Respondent’s 
Representative as he had arrived after the beginning of the meeting.  
 

Mr. Roland DeBlois described case that originally came before the Board 
on April 22, 2019 for violations relating to the removal of a large oak tree from 
the Subject Property during land clearing even though the site plan clearly stated 
that it was to remain intact. At that time, the Board found the violation and 
imposed a fine of $12,000, not inclusive of the $2,800 mitigation fee. He added 
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that the reason for the rehearing is that some of the construction drawings did 
not show the presence of the tree. 

 
Respondent Mr. Shane Berry acknowledged that the tree was removed 

but argued that it was not shown on the drainage plan and that it would have to 
have been removed in any case as it was too close to the drain basin.  

 
Mr. Roland DeBlois referenced Section 927.17 of the County Code and 

explained the computation of penalties for the unpermitted removal of specimen 
trees. 

 
Lengthy discussion followed regarding the inaccurate construction 

drawings and the gravity of the violation. 
 

01:41:47 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Stephen Boehning, 
SECONDED BY David Myers II, the Board voted 
unanimously (5-0) deny the rehearing request and 
uphold the fine. 
 

It is noted for the record that the Respondent was present for this hearing. 
 
Chairman Mr. Bruce Redus commented about the importance of the 

Board’s diversity that includes expertise from a variety of occupations. 
 
Chairman Mr. Bruce Redus called a five-minute recess at 3:12 p.m. 
 

EVIDENTIARY HEARINGS 
 
01:47:24 Case #2019040124 – Danielle Lesauvage & Jonathan Craig 

 
Mr. Thomas Allred, IRC Code Enforcement Officer, entered two 

photographs into evidence and described that this case relating to a variety of 
violations including debris as well the storage of vehicles, recreational vehicles, 
boats and trailers. He explained that an out of state resident mistakenly thought 
she had purchased this property two years ago rather than one down the street. 
He recommended a sixty-day extension, until September 20, 2019, for the 
Subject Property to be brought into compliance or a $100 per day fine would be 
imposed. 

 
01:50:15 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Joe Petrulak, SECONDED BY 
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Mr. Stephen Boehning, the Board voted 
unanimously (5-0) to find the violation and grant an 
extension of sixty days, until September 20, 2019, 
for compliance or a $100 per day fine would be 
imposed. 
 

It is noted for the record that the Respondent was not present for this 
hearing.  

 
01:50:45 Case #2019020051 – Vero Industrial Park LLC 

 
Inspector Ms. Vanessa Carter Solomon entered ten photographs and 

correspondence from the county’s Public Works Director and Senior Planner of 
Current Development into evidence as well as an Affidavit of Service indicating 
that the Subject Property has been posted on July 12, 2019 after attempts of 
certified and first-class mail were unsuccessful. She informed the Board that this 
case related to storm water drainage issues and recommended a ninety-day 
extension, until October 25, 2019, for the Subject Property to be brought into 
compliance or a $100 per day fine would be imposed. 

 
01:55:33 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Joe Petrulak, SECONDED BY 
Mr. Stephen Boehning, the Board voted 
unanimously (5-0) to find the violation and grant an 
extension of ninety days, until October 25, 2019, 
for compliance or a $100 per day fine would be 
imposed. 
 

It is noted for the record that the Respondent was not present for this 
hearing. 

 
01:55:45 Case #2019060030 – Flora E. Schofield Shelly 

 
Inspector Ms. Kelly Buck entered two photographs into evidence as well 

as an Affidavit of Service indicating that the Subject Property has been posted 
on July 9, 2019 after attempts of certified and first-class mail were unsuccessful. 
She reported that the Respondent is deceased and that this case related to 
overgrown weeds and debris. She recommended a thirty-day extension, until 
August 23, 2019, for the Subject Property to be brought into compliance or a 
$100 per day fine would be imposed.  

 
01:56:39 
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ON MOTION BY Mr. Pete Clements, SECONDED BY 
Mr. Stephen Boehning, the Board voted 
unanimously (5-0) to find the violation and grant an 
extension of thirty days, until August 23, 2019, for 
compliance or a $100 per day fine would be 
imposed. 
 

It is noted for the record that the Respondent was not present for this 
hearing. 

 
01:57:04 Case #2019050126 – Garry A. Kelly 

 
Inspector Mr. Thomas Allred entered five photographs into evidence as 

well as an Affidavit of Service indicating that the Subject Property has been 
posted on July 12, 2019 after attempts of certified and first-class mail were 
unsuccessful. He testified that this case relates to a variety of violations 
including debris, junk vehicles, overgrown weeds, boat storage and unpermitted 
structures. He noted that there has been some progress toward compliance and 
recommended a sixty-day extension, until September 20, 2019, for the Subject 
Property to be brought into compliance or a $100 per day fine would be imposed.  

 
01:58:25 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Pete Clements, SECONDED BY 
Mr. Joe Petrulak, the Board voted unanimously (5-
0) to find the violation and grant an extension of 
sixty days, until September 20, 2019, for 
compliance or a $100 per day fine would be 
imposed. 
 

It is noted for the record that the Respondent was not present for this 
hearing.  

 
01:59:14 Case #2019050111 – Nellie (LE) & Ronnie Walker 

 
Inspector Mr. Thomas Allred entered three photographs into evidence as 

well as an Affidavit of Service indicating that the Subject Property has been 
posted on July 12, 2019 after attempts of certified and first-class mail were 
unsuccessful. He advised that this case relates to approximately ninety chickens 
and roosters on the Subject Property. He acknowledged that the Respondents 
are in the process of removing the chickens and recommended a thirty-day 
extension, until August 23, 2019, for the Subject Property to be brought into 
compliance or a $100 per day fine would be imposed.  
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Mr. Roland DeBlois clarified that the county does allow for up to four 

chickens but no roosters on a residential property. 
 

02:01:25 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Pete Clements, SECONDED BY 
Mr. Joe Petrulak, the Board voted unanimously (5-
0) to find the violation and grant an extension of 
thirty days, until August 23, 2019, for compliance 
or a $100 per day fine would be imposed. 
 

It is noted for the record that the Respondent was not present for this 
hearing.  

 
02:01:34 Case #2019060094 – Castillo Arias & Maria De Los Angeles 

 
Inspector Mr. Thomas Allred entered three photographs into evidence and 

stated that this case relates to overgrown weeds on the Subject Property and 
recommended a thirty-day extension, until August 23, 2019, for the Subject 
Property to be brought into compliance or a $100 per day fine would be imposed.  

 
02:02:15 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Joe Petrulak, SECONDED BY 
Mr. Stephen Boehning, the Board voted 
unanimously (5-0) to find the violation and grant an 
extension of thirty days, until August 23, 2019, for 
compliance or a $100 per day fine would be 
imposed. 
 

It is noted for the record that the Respondent was not present for this 
hearing.  

 
COMPLIANCE HEARINGS 

 
02:02:58 Case #2019050042 – Marie Wengert & Wanda Dennison 

 
Inspector Mr. Thomas Allred entered two photographs into evidence and 

reviewed details of this case that originally came before the Board on June 24, 
2019 for a variety of violations with the only remaining issue being an unsecured 
swimming pool. He concluded that there has been no progress toward 
compliance and recommended that a $100 per day fine be imposed with a start 
date of July 2, 2019. 
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02:03:46 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Pete Clements, SECONDED BY 
Mr. Joe Petrulak, the Board voted unanimously (5-
0) to find the violation and impose a $100 per day 
fine beginning July 2, 2019. 
 

It is noted for the record that the Respondent was not present for this 
hearing. 
 
02:04:08 Case #2018090220 – C Thomas & Amber Wirth 
 

Inspector Mr. Thomas Allred entered an IRC Inspection History printout 
into evidence and discussed this case that originally came before the Board on 
October 22, 2018 for violations relating to an unpermitted dock. He concluded 
that after four extensions, there is very slow progress toward compliance and 
recommended that a $100 per day fine be imposed with a start date of July 21, 
2019. 

 
02:07:06 
ON MOTION BY Mr. David Myers II, SECONDED BY 
Mr. Stephen Boehning, the Board voted 4-1 to find 
the violation and impose a $100 per day fine 
beginning July 21, 2019. Mr. Joe Petrulak was the 
opposing vote. 
 

It is noted for the record that the Respondent was not present for this 
hearing. 
 

LIEN RELEASE REQUESTS 
 

02:09:47 Case #2018010064 – Michael Rowland O’Sullivan 
 

Mr. Roland DeBlois summarized details of this case relating to debris, 
egress obstruction and overgrown weeds that originally came before the Board 
on August 22, 2018. After one extension, a $100 per day fine was imposed on 
November 24, 2018 when compliance was not met. Compliance was verified on 
June 26, 2019 after a passage of 214 days, for a flat accrued fine of $21,400 
with administrative costs being $2,000. He added that the Subject Property was 
appraised by the IRC Tax Assessor in 2018 at $118,000 and recommended 
acknowledging compliance and setting the fine at administrative costs of $2,000. 
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Inspector Ms. Vanessa Carter Solomon pointed out that although the 
Respondent was in a serious vehicle accident just after the Notice of Violation 
was issued and has been in and out of hospitals and rehabilitation facilities 
since, he has attempted to be responsive regarding compliance. 

 
  02:15:31 

ON MOTION BY Mr. Pete Clements, SECONDED by 
Mr. David Myers II, the Board voted unanimously 
(5-0) to acknowledge compliance and reduce the 
fine to administrative costs of $2,000.  
 

 It is noted for the record that the Respondent was not present for this 
hearing. 
 
02:15:47 Case #2018010001 – DAF & TAF LLC 
 

Mr. Roland DeBlois provided an overview of this case relating to debris, 
landscape maintenance and site plan nonconformance violations that originally 
came before the Board on March 26, 2018. After two extensions, a $100 per 
day fine was imposed on September 21, 2018 when compliance was not met. 
Compliance was verified on July 12, 2019 after a passage of 2934 days, for a 
flat accrued fine of $29,300 with administrative costs being $2,300. He noted 
that this commercially zoned Subject Property was appraised by the IRC Tax 
Assessor in 2018 at $916,254 and recommended acknowledging compliance 
and setting the fine at $2,930, which is ten percent of the flat accrued fine. 

 
  02:19:25 

ON MOTION BY Mr. Joe Petrulak, SECONDED by 
Mr. Pete Clements, the Board voted unanimously 
(5-0) to acknowledge compliance and reduce the 
fine to $2,930, which is ten percent of the flat 
accrued fine.  
 

 It is noted for the record that the Respondent was not present for this 
hearing. 

 
02:19:32 Authorization for Notices to Appear 
 

ON MOTION BY Mr. Joe Petrulak, SECONDED BY 
Mr. Pete Clements, the Board voted unanimously 
(5-0) to authorize the Notices to Appear for cases 
leading up to the August 26, 2019 meeting. 
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Adjournment  
 

Mr. Roland DeBlois announced that now that he is the Interim Community 
Development Director, Mr. Andrew Sobczak has been promoted to the role of 
Chief of Environmental Planning and Code Enforcement as of August 16, 2019. 
He also reported that IRC Code Enforcement Officer, Ms. Rose Jefferson, had 
recently retired from IRC. There being no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned at 3:50 p.m.  
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