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INDIAN RIVER COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOL PLANNING  
CITIZEN OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 

 
 There was a meeting of the Indian River County (IRC) Public School 
Planning Citizen Oversight Committee on Friday, April 8, 2011 at 3:00 p.m. in the 
First Floor Conference Room “B1-501” in Building B of the County Administration 
Building, 1800 27th Street, Vero Beach, Florida. 
 
 Present were members: Chairman Charles Searcy, IRC Appointee; Peter 
Robinson, IRC School Board Appointee; and Mary Wolff, City of Sebastian 
Appointee.  
 
 Absent:  Richard Jefferson, Town of Indian River Shores Appointee, Yolanda 
Gamez, City of Fellsmere Appointee, Dennis Ryan, City of Vero Beach 
Appointee. 
 
 Also present were IRC staff: Robert Keating, Community Development 
Director; Stan Boling, Planning Director; Susan Olson, Director of Facility 
Planning & Construction, Indian River County School Board; and Maria Resto, 
Commissioner Assistant, District 2.   
 
Call to Order 
 

Chairman Searcy called the meeting to order at 3:07 p.m. He noted there 
was not a quorum present and suggested continuing with the presentation with 
no actions or motions being taken.  
 
Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman 
 
 The Chairman and Vice-Chairman could not be elected due to the lack of 
quorum.  

 
Approval of Minutes of the April 3, 2009 Meeting 
 
 The minutes from the April 8, 2010 meeting could not be approved due to 
the lack of quorum.  
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Draft 2011 Annual School Concurrency Assessment Report  
 
 Mrs. Susan Olson, Director of Facility Planning & Construction, Indian 
River County School Board, provided an overview of activities in general and 
highlighted the following information:  
 
  

 Fellsmere Elementary- They were working on a cafeteria and classroom 
addition. At one point they were looking at a modular construction, but 
came to the conclusion that a modular construction was not consistent with 
the design of the campus.  The master plan was finalized; however the 
size of the campus is such that they will need additional land for the 
additions. Ms. Olson added the City of Fellsmere offered some property 
across the street from the school and that the District was looking at some 
additional land acquisition on the southeast corner.  

 
 Vero Beach Elementary- The Guaranteed Maximum Price (GMP) was 

going before the School Board on Tuesday night for approval. The project 
received very good and competitive bids. Hopefully it will get the Board’s 
approval and will begin construction in the month of May, 2011.  

 
 Discussion ensued regarding the Thompson Lifelong Learning Center, 
former Thompson Magnet School.  
 

 Sebastian River High School- Ms. Olson explained the plan was 
originally for a multi-purpose room and a Freshman Learning Center. 
However, due to the economic downturn only the Freshman Learning 
Center was approved.  In addition, the HVAC system will need to be 
replaced.  They are hoping to have the GMP for the Freshman Learning 
Center by the end of May. 

 
 Beachland- Staff was finishing up the master plan and planning to start 

implementing it by fall. The first step will be working on the traffic project. 
Ms. Olson explained that under the current plan the parent pick up loop, 
which currently originates on the southwest corner, will originate much 
further north. This access re-location will take traffic off Indian River Drive 
and put it into the campus. With this plan they will have to take out some 
trees, which represent a challenge due to strong community opposition to 
any impact to the upland habitat. Ms. Olson explained they hired an 
arborist who did a full survey and concluded that many of the trees were 
irreparably damaged during the hurricanes and some were diseased.  
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 Treasure Coast- An architectural firm was hired to do the master plan and 
a condition assessment of the school. In addition, to be more cost effective 
they are thinking of a modular design. Ms. Olson explained that the 
school’s concretables, which were used for classroom reduction, were 
going to be utilized in an exchange program where they can be turned into 
a classroom.  
 

 Citrus Elementary- The school has a lot of programs occupying that 
campus and has many portables. If they continue to have an issue with 
over capacity they will do some adjustments to the program to get the 
enrollment down. If the issue continues, the next step will be to evaluate 
the possibility of a permanent addition.  

 
 Discussion ensued regarding various subjects including: enrollment 
projections; the proposal for construction of new Osceola Magnet at the Pointe 
West property; the current capacity at various schools; the virtual schools 
programs, the role of the School Advisory Committees (SAC).  
 
 
Other Matters 
 
Mr. Boling referred to the Draft Partial List of 2012-2016 Public School Facilities 
Capital Improvements, which included:  
 

 The Fellsmere Elementary School; Cafeteria and Classroom Addition 
(capacity increase of 190 students) 

 The Vero Beach Elementary School: School Replacement (capacity 
increase of 191 students) 

 The Sebastian River High School; Freshman Wing Addition (capacity 
increase of 570 students.  

 
 He explained that with the proposed 2012-2016 school facilities plan and 
the approved attendance zone boundary changes, no Level of Service (LOS) 
problems were anticipated.  
 
Adjournment 
 

The meeting adjourned at 4:28 p.m. 


