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Indian River County  
Deepwater Horizon Task Force Meeting 

June 22, 2010 - 4:00 p.m. 
County Commission Chambers 

Indian River County Administration Complex 
1801 27th Street, Building A 

Vero Beach, Florida, 32960-3388 
 

Agenda 
 

1. Welcome and Introductions 
 
2. Briefing on Long Range Oil Spill Outlook 
 
3. Presentation and Discussion on Area Contingency Plan 

 
4. Information Sharing 

 
5. Public Comments 

 
6. Future Meetings 

 
If you have questions or issues related to the Deepwater Horizon incident, please 
feel free to contact one of the following individuals: 
 
John King, Director 
Indian River County  
Dept. of Emergency Services 
Jking@ircgov.com 
(772) 226-3859 
 
Rachel Ivey, Asst. to John King 
Indian River County  
Dept. of Emergency Services 
rivey@ircgov.com 
(772) 226-3859 
 
 
 

 
Brian Nolan, Emergency Mgt. Coordinator 
Indian River County  
Dept. of Emergency Services 
Emergency Management Division 
bnolan@ircgov.com 
(772) 226-3852 
 
Etta LoPresti, Emergency Mgt. Planner 
Indian River County  
Dept. of Emergency Services 
Emergency Management Division 
elopresti@ircgov.com 
(772) 226-3856 

 
 

 

mailto:Jking@ircgov.com
mailto:rivey@ircgov.com
mailto:bnolan@ircgov.com
mailto:elopresti@ircgov.com


Planning Task Force Meeting

June 22, 2010
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Improve information sharing; and,


 

Provide a clearinghouse for rumor control.
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Purpose
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Protection of the county’s coastline



 
Assurance of BP/USCG availability of booms, and/or 
other protective materials, if needed 



 
Preservation of the environment



 
Potential health concerns



 
Distribution of public information



 
Protection of our wildlife



 
Coordination, training and safety of volunteers



 
Coordination of government reimbursement from BP



 
Coordination with neighboring counties
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Goals - 
Open Lines of Communication Regarding:



Long Range Oil Spill Outlook
• It’s like predicting weather; not well understood and 

difficult to predict. 
• Conditions in the Gulf change constantly.
• The kind of impacts the east coast might experience 

would be much different than what is happening in the 
Gulf of Mexico.  

• NOAA officials are confident with exposure to heat, 
weather, dispersants and evaporation, any of the oil 
sheen presently in the Gulf Loop Current that gets 
close to the east coast of Florida would likely transform 
into small tar balls. 
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Gulf Loop Current Forecast
• The Gulf Loop Current shed a clockwise eddy, 

“Franklin”, that has become a protective barrier 
to oil moving south. 

• We need to continue monitoring the progress 
of oil spill/slick and status of the Gulf Loop 
Current. 

• The Gulf Loop Current shed a clockwise eddy, 
“Franklin”, that has become a protective barrier 
to oil moving south.

• We need to continue monitoring the progress 
of oil spill/slick and status of the Gulf Loop 
Current.

http://polar.ncep.noaa.gov/ofs/viewer.shtml?-gulfmex-cur-0-large-rundate=latest


Current Protective Actions in 
Indian River County


 

The U.S. Coast Guard is the lead government 
agency responsible for oversight of any 
necessary cleanup and remediation activities. 


 

The U.S. Coast Guard works in conjunction 
with local, state and federal authorities to enact 
their contingency plan that includes oil spill 
response actions. 


 

Operating under a Unified Command, guided 
by the Southeast Florida Area Contingency 
Plan. 


 

Currently, there are no protective actions in 
place at this time. 
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Tar Ball Case Log
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Mangroves
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Seagrass
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Spartina marsh
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Oyster beds/bars
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Bird rookeries
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Tarpon


 

Sea turtles


 

Commercial or research aquaculture 
facilities 
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Protect These Environmentally 
Sensitive Areas First



Legend:

Indian River County

Priority Protection Areas:

• Sebastian Inlet area

• Sebastian River 

• Indian River Lagoon

• Pelican Island National Wildlife Refuge
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$25 million block grant


 

Available for use by counties designated in 
Governor’s Executive Order 


 

Use funding toward recovery and protection of 
areas not included in ACP 


 

Requests are submitted through state 
Emergency Operations Center for review and if 
approved will be reimbursed 
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Governor’s Executive Order 


 

Use funding toward recovery and protection of 
areas not included in ACP
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Requests are submitted through state 
Emergency Operations Center for review and if 
approved will be reimbursed

What about areas not in the 
Area Contingency Plan?




 

Local effort coordinated by United Way of 
Indian River County. 


 

Local beach clean ups are being organized to 
remove debris and lessen contamination. 


 

United Way coordinates with partners at the 
state level. 


 

Volunteers are encouraged to register through 
Volunteer Florida – a statewide database. 


 

Health and safety concerns limit the role of 
volunteers. 


 

Register at www.volunteerflorida.org OR call 
the United Way at  (772) 567-8900. 
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Volunteer Effort

http://www.volunteerflorida.org/


Training Programs



 
Health risks from handling oil and 
legal liabilities. 



 
Volunteers handling oil MUST go 
through OSHA certified training 
programs. 



 
The U.S. Coast Guard and state 
Department of Environmental 
Protection are telling local 
communities that the state and 
federal government, working with 
BP, will lead the cleanups. 
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

 
Each entity is responsible for filing their own claims 
with BP. 



 
The following expenses are generally reimbursable:


 

Costs of increased or additional public services



 

Response and removal costs



 

Lost revenue



 
Likely viewed as non-reimbursable:


 

Costs not incurred as a direct result of the Deepwater Horizon 
incident 



 

Duplicative costs for equipment, personnel or materials.



 

Costs that constitute ordinary additions or upgrades to 
equipment used day-to-day. 
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BP Government Reimbursement



• Sharing of information

• Investigating rumors

• Continue monitoring progress 
of oil spill/slick 

• Future meetings
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What’s Next?
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