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ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL HEARING BOARD 
 
 
The Indian River County (IRC) Environmental Control Hearing Board (the 

Board) held a meeting at the County Administration Building, Commission 
Chambers, 1801 27th Street, Vero Beach, Florida on Thursday, February 5, 2015 at 
12:30 p.m. 

 
Present were members: Dr. Philip Glade, Medical Doctor Appointee; Patrick 

Walther, Engineer Appointee; and Richard Cahoy, Member-at-Large.  
 
Absent was Dr. Richard Baker, Member-at-Large (excused). 
 
Let the record show there is a vacancy on the ECHB for an Attorney 

Appointee. 
 
Also present was Jennifer Peshke, Attorney for the Board; IRC Assistant 

County Attorney Kate Pingolt Cotner; Florida Department of Health, IRC 
Environmental Health (the Department) staff:  Cheryl Dunn, Environmental Health 
Manager; Charles Vogt, Environmental Specialist III; and Reta Smith, Recording 
Secretary.   
 
Call to Order  

 
Chairperson Cahoy called the meeting to order at 12:30 p.m. 
 

Roll Call by Secretary 
 

The secretary called the roll and advised the Board a quorum was present.   
 
Consideration of December 4, 2014 Minutes 
  

ON MOTION BY Mr. Walther, SECONDED BY Dr. 
Glade, the members voted unanimously (3-0) to 
approve the minutes of December 4, 2014 as 
presented.  

 
Attorney Board Member Update 
 
 Ms. Cheryl Dunn, IRC Environmental Health Manager, welcomed Mr. Kevin 
Rollin as the new Attorney representative on the ECHB.  She related his 
appointment would be going before the Board of County Commissioners (BCC) on 
February 10, 2015, and he would become an official voting member after that date.  
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 Attorney Rollin introduced himself and gave a brief overview of his 
background.   
 
Additions-Deletions to Agenda  
 

Ms. Dunn noted Dr. Glade had requested moving Item #C, Informational 
Update by Joe Paladin on Gaddis Capital, to the beginning of the agenda.  It was the 
consensus of the Board to move Item #C as proposed. 
 
Informational Update by Joe Paladin on Gaddis Capital, 4410 45th Street, Vero 
Beach, FL  32967 
 
 Mr. Joseph Paladin advised a total of 300,000 lbs. of trash and 9,000 tires had 
been removed from the subject property.  He stated ground penetrating radar was 
then conducted and showed various objects underground and they had to dig down 
as deep as 10 feet to retrieve and remove those items.  Mr. Paladin indicated the 
only thing outstanding with the cleanup was soil sampling that was being done at this 
time and the results would hopefully be back next week.  He thanked IRC staff and 
the members for giving him the opportunity to complete the project. 
 
 Mr. Paladin confirmed the Code Enforcement violation was in compliance and 
the fine had been taken care of.  He indicated the site was currently posted and he 
had hired a lawn maintenance crew to take care of the property and maintain it as an 
empty lot, adding there were no plans to develop it at this time.    
 
 Dr. Glade thanked Mr. Paladin on behalf of the Board.     
 
Swearing In of Those Who Intend to Testify  
 
 The secretary administered the testimonial oath to those present who wished 
to testify at the meeting.   
 
HEARINGS 
 
Case #525-14 – Thomas Blucher 
 
 Ms. Dunn noted the Respondent was not present today and reviewed the 
information contained in the backup material on file in the Commission Office.  She 
related the Respondent was required to obtain an annual operating permit for an 
onsite sewage disposal treatment and disposal system on his property and had 
failed to do so in 2013 and 2014, adding payments had been late in the past but he 
had eventually complied.  Ms. Dunn stated the Respondent owed a total of $350.00 
for permits for two years of arrears, which included a $25.00 late fee for each year; 
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however after receiving several notices he had not been in contact with her or made 
any effort to arrange payment. 
 
 Mr. Walther inquired when the Respondent would be required to pay the pay 
the fee for his 2015 permit.  Ms. Dunn stated it was due in April, 2015. 
 
 After being sworn in, Mr. Charles Vogt, IRC Environmental Specialist III, 
corroborated Ms. Dunn statement and testified the Respondent knew a permit was 
necessary and had a history of past-due payments when official notices had been 
sent out in previous years.  He said there was no reason to suspect there was 
hazardous material on the site; however there was the potential for those materials 
to enter the onsite sewage disposal system.     
 
 Mr. Walther suggested adding a suspended penalty in the amount of $500.00 
if the Respondent did not pay the $350.00 within 14 days of receipt of the draft Order 
contained in the backup, with a payment plan if money was a hardship.  He thought 
it would be a good idea to remind the Respondent the 2015 permit renewal fee 
would be due in April, 2015.   
 
 Dr. Glade recommended adding a proviso that the Respondent needed to 
remain in compliance for the next two years in order for the $500.00 per day fine to 
be in a suspended form.  
 
 Chairman Cahoy felt there should be a $50.00 per day fine imposed 
immediately until the Respondent was in compliance, with a suspended penalty 
subject to his making the 2015 permit renewal.  He did not see any point in including 
a payment plan because the Respondent was not present to plead his case.   
 
 Discussion ensued. 
 

ON MOTION BY MR. WALTHER, SECONDED BY DR. 
GLADE, the members voted unanimously (3-0) to 
order the Respondent to pay $350.00 for the 2013 and 
2014 permit fees including late fees within seven days 
of receipt of the Order, after which time a $50.00 per 
day penalty will be imposed until full payment is 
received; if the Respondent fails to make payment for 
the 2015 operating permit fee for his onsite sewage 
disposal treatment and disposal system by the 
required due date, a suspended penalty in the amount 
of $500.00 per day will be imposed. 
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STIPULATIONS 
         
Case #526-14 – Reliable Treasure Coast Services Indian River County Septic 
 
 Ms. Dunn reviewed the Order Approving Settlement Stipulation contained in 
the backup on file in the Commission Office.  She noted this was a first-time offence 
and felt a Stipulation and contractual agreement for the damaged septic tank 
violation was appropriate.   
 
 Dr. Glade asked if both of the Stipulations on the agenda involved the same 
company.  Ms. Dunn clarified there were two separate Orders because it involved 
two separate companies and two different septic tank qualifiers; however Mr. Bruce 
T. McCullers was the owner of one and the registered agent of the other.  She noted 
inspections had been done and re-inspection fees had been applied, with a 
suspended penalty of $500.00 for two years in the event of recurrence.    
 
 Discussion followed about pumping out and certification of septic tanks. 
 

ON MOTION BY Dr. Glade, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Walther, the members voted unanimously (3-0) to 
adopt and approve the proposed Settlement 
Stipulation as presented.   

 
Case #527-14 – Allied Diversified of Vero Beach, LLC, d/b/a Reliable Septic and 
Services 
 
 Ms. Dunn reviewed the Stipulation contained in the backup on file in the 
Commission Office.  She related voluntary inspections of septic tanks were done for 
home sales and refinancing, etc. and the only time the Department staff became 
aware of the report was when a complaint was brought to its attention.  Ms. Dunn 
stated she had worked with Mr. McCullers to develop a form he can use in the future 
and he had agreed to sign the required paperwork from now on, and she wanted to 
document this had been done. 
 

ON MOTION BY Dr. Glade, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Walther, the members voted unanimously (3-0) to 
accept the proposed Stipulation as presented.   

 
Signing of Board Documents 
 
 Ms. Dunn recommended waiting to do this until Attorney Peshke had reviewed 
the proposed Orders. 
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 Ms. Dunn noted the ECHB elections for 2015 would be on the agenda for the 
next meeting. 
 
 There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 1.25 p.m. 
 
  


