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Enterprise Zone Development Agency 
 

There was a meeting of the Indian River County (IRC)/City of Vero Beach 
(COVB) Enterprise Zone Development Agency (EZDA) on August 13, 2009 at 
the County Administration Building B Conference Room B1-501 at the County 
Administration Building B, 1800 27th Street, Vero Beach, Florida. 
 
NOTE:  The following is a summary with emphasis on motions and decisions requiring 
action.  An audio recording of the meeting can be heard at 
http://www.ircgov.com/Boards/EZDA/2009.htm 
 
Present were:  
 
Milt Thomas, Member at Large 
Richard Lane, Law Enforcement 
Karl Zimmermann, Code Enforcement 
Penny Chamber, Chamber of Commerce 
Ardra Rigby, Member at Large 
  
Absent were:  
 
Godfrey Gipson, Non Profit in EZ 
Gwenda Thompson, Workforce Development 
Joseph Chiarella, Financial or Insurance 
 
Others Present: 
 
Roland DeBlois, Chief, IRC Environmental Planning  
Jim Davis, Director, IRC Public Works  
Chris Mora, Assistant Director, IRC Public Works  
Debbie Clifford, Officer, IRC Code Enforcement  
Bill Schutt, Planner, IRC Community Development 
 
Also Present:  
 
Felicia Stuart- Business Owner in the Enterprise Zone 
 
Call to Order 
 

Vice-Chairman Lane called the meeting to order at 8:42 a.m. at the time it 

was determined a quorum was present.  
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Approval of the Minutes of July 9, 2009 
 

ON A MOTION BY Karl Zimmermann, SECONDED by 
Milton Thomas, the members voted unanimously to 
approve the minutes of July 9, 2009. (8:45 a.m.) 

 
Update from Public Works for the Enterprise Zone Area 
 

Mr. Chris Mora, Assistant Director of IRC Public Works Department, 
provided an update on Public Works projects related to the Enterprise Zone 
Development Agency. He provided a brief review of the proposed settlement with 
Waterway Village. He explained work on the project was planned to start late 
2009 or early 2010 and it could probably take a year for it to be completed.  Mr. 
Mora continued with an update of the planned improvements for 58th Avenue.  

 
Vice-Chairman Lane asked if there was a plan to lift the weight restriction 

for 45th Street. Mr. Mora explained they had truck restrictions and weight 
restrictions for 45th and stated they were going to leave them in place at the 
request of the community. He said they have been working with the Sheriff Office 
for the enforcement of the restrictions. 
 
 Mr. Zimmermann pointed out one of the main reasons for the Public 
Works report was to provide an update on the status of 45th Street and follow up 
on some of the issues noted during the last EZDA tour of the area. Mr. Jim Davis, 
Director for IRC Public Works Department, explained the major project was the 
curbing on the south side of 45th street, west of 43rd. He said staff was able to 
use a survey they had on file and were waiting in a queue to be drafted by the 
AutoCAD technicians to then go out for a bid.  
 
 Discussion ensued regarding the drainage issues on 45th Street. Mr. Davis 
explained that for that section of 45th Street the drainage should be improved with 
the new curbing and resurfacing. 
  

Councilmember Bill Fish, City of Vero Beach, asked if there was any 
improvement on the Gifford Middle School illegal u-turns for parents picking up 
and dropping kids. Mr. Mora explained they had been working with the School 
and the Sheriff Office and the area seemed to have improved.  

 
 
There was a consensus between EZDA members to have another tour of 

45th Street once the curbing and resurfacing project is finalized.  
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Review of the Code Enforcement Quarterly Report 
 
 Roland DeBlois, Chief of IRC Environmental Planning, reviewed the Code 
Enforcement Quarterly Report, a copy of which is on file at the Commission 
Office.  He explained that of the 36 cases included in the report, 26 had 
complied.  Mr. DeBlois stated one of the main issues with Code Enforcement in 
the Enterprise Zone was derelict structures.  
 
 Debbie Clifford, IRC Code Enforcement Officer, provided a brief summary 
of the Code Enforcement efforts for the EZ area.  
 
 A lengthy discussion ensued regarding code enforcement, structure 
condemnation process, the Solid Waste Disposal District Recycling program, and 
issues with illegal dumping on vacant lots.   
 
 Ms. Helene Caseltine explained a letter was sent to Gifford Area 
organization encouraging their respective membership to report code 
enforcement violations.  
 
 Discussion ensued regarding the Enterprise Zone Boundaries and the 
process for the establishment and creation of an Enterprise Zone 
  
Review of the Enterprise Zone Quarterly Report 
 
 Ms. Caseltine reviewed the Enterprise Zone Quarterly Report. She 
explained the report included all of the Enterprise Zone’s activities and actions as 
they relate to the agencies goals and objectives. Ms. Caseltine pointed out the 
report included two requests for Business Equipment Sales Tax Refund and one 
request for Building Materials Sales Tax Refund.     
 
 Ms. Caseltine said the last Enterprise Zone workshop was a success and 
very well attended. A suggestion was made to a have a quarterly meeting in the 
Gifford Community to discuss residents concerns that related to the Enterprise 
Zone area.  
 
Other Matters-  
 
 Vice-Chairman Lane introduced Ms. Felicia Stuart, business owner in the 
Enterprise Zone. Ms. Stuart explained she was interested in being part of the 
EZDA, which had 3 vacancies, and provided a brief summary of the mission of 
her business. 
  
Adjournment  
 
 There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:46 a.m.  


