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ENTERPRISE ZONE DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

 

There was a meeting of the Indian River County (IRC) / City of Vero Beach (COVB) 
Enterprise Zone Development Agency (EZDA) on Monday February 3, 2014 at 6:00 
p.m. in The Gifford Community Center, 4855 43rd Avenue, Vero Beach, FL 32967 
 
 
Present Were: 
 
Chris Russell, Chairman, Member at Large   
Karl Zimmerman, Vice-Chairman, Local Code Enforcement 
Penny Chandler, IRC Chamber of Commerce 
Richard Stetson, Workforce Solutions  
Godfrey Gipson, Non-Profit in EZ 
Mark Saint-Vincent, Member at Large  
Linda A. Morgan, Member at Large 
Bob Solari, Commissioner Liaison (Non-Voting Member) 
Jay Kramer, City of Vero Beach Councilmember (Non-Voting Member)  
 
Others Present:  
 
Helene Caseltine, IRC Chamber of Commerce  
Tracy McMorris, Workforce Solutions 
Laura E. Vasquez, Commissioner Assistant & Recording Secretary  
 
Absent Were:  
 
Nicholas Rains, Financial or Insurance Entity (Excused) 
Leroy Smith, Resident in EZ (Excused) 
Richard Lane, Local Law Enforcement (Excused) 
Eric Menger, Business in EZ (Excused) 
 
Call to Order 
 

Chairman Russell called the meeting to order at 6:09 p.m. at which time it was 
determined there was a quorum present. 
 
 
Approval of Minutes – January 9, 2014 (Action Item) 
 

ON MOTION BY Mr. Zimmerman SECONDED BY Mr. 
Stetson the committee members voted unanimously (7-
0) to approve the January 9, 2014 minutes as presented. 
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Presentation of Florida Enterprise Zone Program History 
(Helene Caseltine)   
 
 Ms. Caseltine reviewed the history of the Enterprise Zone Program, and pointed 
out the local and statewide benefits.  A copy of the presentation is on file in the 
Commission office. 
 

o Assisted 488 business owners and individuals, providing information on 
the EZ Program.  

o Creation of 268 new jobs 
o Processed 99 requests for refunds on $2,034,287 in business equipment 

purchased for use in the EZ 
o Processed 16 requests for refunds on $4,534,042 in building materials 

purchased for new or renovated construction projects in the EZ 
o 167 residents attended Chamber-sponsored Enterprise Zone workshops, 

to learn about the benefits offered  
 
Florida Enterprise Zone Statewide Incentives:  

 
o Jobs Tax Credit – Sales Tax 
o Jobs Tax Credit – Corporate Income Tax 
o Business Equipment Sales Tax Refund  
o Building Materials Sales Tax Refund 
o Property Tax Credit (Corporate Income Tax)  
o Sales Tax Exemption for Electrical Energy 
o Property Tax Exemption for Licensed Child Care Facilities  
o Community Contribution Tax Credit Program 

 
Overview of Enterprise Zone Program; EZ Quarterly Report 10/1/13 – 
12/31/2013 (Helene Caseltine) (No Action Required) 
 

Ms. Caseltine distributed a copy of the Enterprise Zone Quarterly Report for 
October 1, 2013 – December 31, 2013, and gave a brief overview, a copy is on file in 
the Commission office.  

 
Ms. Caseltine said the Quarterly Report reflected the revised Goals and 

Objectives Report approved by the Enterprise Zone Development Agency.  She 
said the report would be presented to the City of Vero Beach Council and the 
Board of County Commissioners for final approval and would then be sent to the 
Governor’s office.   

 
Ms. Caseltine drew the committee’s attention to page 12, under section C. 

“Numbers and Types of Businesses Assisted by the EZDA”.  She said the past 
quarter was very active with communication to other EZ Coordinators regarding 
the sun-setting review of Florida’s Enterprise Zone program.  



EZDA UN‐APPROVED  3  February 3, 2014                                
F:\BCC\All Committees\EZDA\AGENDAS‐MINUTES\2014\AGENDAS‐MINUTES\Minutes 02‐03‐14‐Minutes.doc 

 
Ms. Caseltine informed the committee she gave a presentation of the 

history and activity of the EZ to the Florida Legislation Delegation in November, 
2013.  She said a House Bill was filed to extend the date for the EZ termination 
to 2025.  She was pleased to report a Senate Bill was also filed.  

 
Ms. Caseltine told the committee $312,603 was spent on business 

equipment purchases of which three Business Sales Tax Refunds were 
processed totaling $12,252. 

 
Ms. Caseltine informed the committee she would be working with 

Workforce Solutions to match companies with people seeking employment.  
 
Local Businesses in Gifford 
 
 Chairman Russell told the public this presentation represented activities 
and information of new and existing businesses in the EZ, and introduced the 
following business owners:  
 

o Family Dollar (new business) – Mr. Richard Hunter; Mt. Zion Baptist 
Church 

 
Mr. Hunter told the committee in 2012, the Mt. Zion Baptist Church 

purchased 3.5 acres at the corner of 43rd Avenue and 45th Street (Martin Luther 
King Blvd.).  The church then sold one acre to Family Dollar.   

 
A question was raised if there was a percentage of people hired that reside 

in Gifford.  Mr. Hunter replied he was not sure but he hoped the residents of 
Gifford would be hired.  He further stated no alcoholic beverages would be sold 
at this location.   

 
Mr. Freddie Woolfork; Gifford Youth Activity Center Director said the 

collaboration had been great between community leaders, The Mount Zion 
Church, and the Family Dollar Representatives.   

 
o Girard Equipment – Tim Girard; President 

 
Chairman Russell introduced Mr. Tim Girard, President; Girard Equipment.  

He told the public he moved to Vero Beach in 2008.  He said he moved into the 
EZ because of the incentives offered.  He thanked the Gifford community for their 
support. 
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Mr. Girard said Girard Equipment manufactured pressure relief valves for 
chemical tank trailers.  He explained chemicals were transported throughout the 
world in pressurized vessels and in order to transport them safely, pressure had 
to be relieved.  He said his valves dispensed hazardous materials and relieved 
the pressure.   

 
Mr. Girard said Girard Equipment was headquartered in Gifford, and 

currently employed 70 people.  He said Girard had a machine shop for 
manufacturing, design and assembly.  He further stated Girard Equipment had 
offices in New Jersey, Houston, Texas, and Holland, United Kingdom and in 
Beijing.  He said they also had representatives in South Africa and hopefully 
soon in the Middle East.  

 
Mr. Girard told the committee his grandfather started the business during 

the post-World War II era selling truck tires in New York and New Jersey.  In the 
1960’s the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) and Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) wanted changes in the manner of transportation and 
storage of those chemicals (hazardous chemicals were transported and stored in 
55 gallon drums) wherein his grandfather saw the growing market in chemical 
industry and started selling hoses and pumps to chemical tankers introduced in 
the 1960’s.   

 
A question was raised on the necessary skills and or trades needed.  Mr. 

Girard stated the machine shop did require some background in machinery. And 
Girard Equipment worked closely with Workforce Solutions and provided on-the- 
job training to teach machinery.   

 
A question was raised on second chances for people that may have been 

in trouble with the law.  Mr. Girard said some of his best employees have had 
trouble in their lives.   

 
o Small Business in Oculina’s Plaza – Chris Russell  

 
Chairman Russell informed the committee Oculina Bank purchased a 

20,000 sq. ft. building, with approximately $2.2 million invested in upgrading 
and/or re-constructing the building.   

 
Chairman Russell stated Oculina Bank was the first business to do a 

“green” re-model in Indian River County, which consisted of recycled materials, 
hurricane glass windows, thus keeping electric charges low. He invited the public 
to visit and take a tour.   
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Chairman Russell stated Oculina Bank wanted to open a full service bank 

in Gifford.  He said Oculina Bank is the only bank in Fellsmere and told the 
committee Oculina Bank only hired locally.  

 
Chairman Russell informed the committee the old Felix’s Restaurant on 

Aviation Boulevard was purchased and a 40-year lease was signed.  He said the 
building would be torn down and replaced with a free-standing Oculina Bank, 
complete with a complete drive-thru service.     
 
Committee Member Items 

 
Mr. Richard Stetson, Workforce Solutions introduced Tracey McMorris, 

Director of Field Operations; Workforce Solutions.   
 
Ms. McMorris told the committee members the Workforce Solutions Mobile 

Unit would be available at the Gifford Youth Activity Center sometime in mid-
February, 2014 and would operate once a week.  She said services would be 
available to adults as well the youth, in conjunction with the Gifford Youth Activity 
Center, with Workforce Solutions offering workshops.   

 
Deann Ferrell, Workforce Solutions, said they provided services to the 

youth from ages 16 to 21 years old to assist them in becoming work-ready.   
 
Mr. Woolfork stated there would be a community meeting on February 11, 

2014 at the Gifford Youth Activity Center.   
 
Chairman Russell announced a free Procurement Workshop in conjunction 

with the Indian River Chamber of Commerce and the Progressive Civic League 
of Gifford on Thursday, February 20, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. at the Gifford Youth 
Activity Center, located at 4855 43rd Avenue, Vero beach, FL.  

 
Public Discussion Items  
 
  Mr. Saint Vincent said in dealing with employment he thought it was important to 
discuss the lack of sidewalks.  He said there was a bus transfer area in front of Piper 
Drive, and heading west there were no sidewalks.  He inquired about safety concerns, 
and if it was a long-term problem or just temporary.   
 

Mr. Woolfork stated sidewalks were included in the working Gifford 
Neighborhood Plan, and was working with a consultant on a conceptual design for 45th 
Street.  He said people were walking in the streets and having to wait in the hot and/or 
cold weather for the bus, and said it was dangerous.  He reiterated something needed 
to be done to rectify this situation.  
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Ms. McMorris told the committee Workforce Solutions was going through a re-

branding and would soon be known as Career Source Research Coast, with an open 
house scheduled at their career center located at 1880 82nd Avenue, Vero Beach, FL on 
February 11, 2014 at 9:00 a.m. and invited everyone to join them.  
 
Next Meeting Date 
 
 The next Enterprise Zone Development Agency meeting will be on Thursday, 
April 10, 2014 at 8:30 a.m. in the County Administration Building “B” 1801 27th Street, 
Vero Beach, FL., Conference Room B1-501.  
 
Adjournment 

 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 7:03 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 


