
Minutes 
 

Indian River County Local Mitigation Strategy 
Working Group Meeting 

 
 Indian River County Emergency Operations Center 

4225 43rd Avenue 
Vero Beach, FL  32967 

September 9, 2009 
10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

John King, Chairman of the Indian River County Local Mitigation Strategy 
Working Group, called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. Mr. King welcomed all 
attendees and asked that everyone introduce themselves.  
 
The Town of Orchid, Town of Indian River Shores and the City of Vero Beach 
were each represented at today’s meeting. It was noted that their participation is 
very important because agencies or cities that do not participate in the LMS 
process, including adoption of the plan by resolution, will not be eligible for Federal 
Hazard Mitigation grants. 
 
Etta LoPresti, representing Indian River County Emergency Management, gave an 
informative PowerPoint presentation explaining the background of hazard 
mitigation and what role the LMS group plays. 
 
Don Dexter from the City of Vero Beach asked how much of the funds previously 
awarded to Indian River County were actually expended and on what projects. Etta 
explained that she had made some inquiries but has been unable to find specific 
information on that subject. She stated that perhaps our LMS contact at the state 
could provide us with an answer to that question.  
 
Cliff Schroeder, from the Indian River Medical Center, questioned how the process 
will work with the state. Ms. LoPresti explained that one of the most important 
components of our plan is updating our project list. It is important that our list be 
accurate and projects that are no longer viable be removed. Proposed projects need 
to be placed on the list and the group will follow the steps in the plan to prioritize 
them. This list will be submitted to the state along with our updated LMS plan.   
 
David Gunter, Indian River Farms Water Control District, presented questions 
regarding debris removal and vegetative management. It was suggested he present 
those questions next month during our technical assistance meeting.   
 
Brian Nolan, LMS Vice Chairman, briefly discussed the current project list and 
again reiterated the importance of keeping the list current. He suggested that 



proposed projects be considered and submitted as soon as possible. Project Proposal 
forms were distributed and will also be available on our website. He went on to 
provide examples of the types of projects that can/cannot be funded (this handout 
will also be available on the website). Brian informed the group that once this 
priority list is updated, any projects added in the future will be added to the end of 
the list until the project prioritization process takes place again at some point in the 
future. This, he explained, is why it is important to include your projects during this 
update process. 
 
Ms. LoPresti announced that there is currently an open application period for 
several mitigation grants but the application period is fast approaching (deadline is 
November 2). The following FEMA grant programs are currently available:  Pre-
Disaster Mitigation, Flood Mitigation Assistance, Repetitive Flood Claims and 
Severe Repetitive Loss Grant Programs. Each grant has different requirements and 
a link to the website for additional information will be forwarded to each Working 
Group member.  
 
Ms. LoPresti reminded the group that the purpose of our meetings is to update our 
LMS plan, which is due to expire in February 2010. The FEMA crosswalk is posted 
on the website and group participation will be required in order to update the plan. 
We will be meeting monthly over the next couple of months to accomplish this 
goal. Recognizing everyone’s busy schedules we will try to accomplish the majority 
of the work via e-mail.   
 
John King closed the meeting reminding the group to review the current project list 
and provide us with a confirmation of the status of your project.  The group was 
also reminded to consider new projects carefully and submit a project proposal as 
soon as possible.  
 
Mr. Nolan stated in closing that he hopes to have a draft project list by October 2, 
2009 in order to review it with the group and Ms. Herbert.  
 
Information from today’s meeting will be available on the LMS section of the 
county’s website: http://www.ircgov.com/Boards/LMS/Index.htm 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:52 a.m.  The next meeting of the Indian River County 
Local Mitigation Strategy Working Group is tentatively scheduled for Wednesday, 
October 7, 2009 at 10:00 a.m. at the Indian River County Emergency Operations 
Center located at 4225 43rd Avenue, Vero Beach, FL  32967. 
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