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________________________________________________________________________ 
 

John King, Chairman of the Indian River County Local Mitigation Strategy 
Working Group, called the meeting to order at 10:02 a.m. Mr. King welcomed all 
attendees and explained the safety message. He discussed the importance of being 
part of the LMS Working Group and how it affects future funding. 
 
Etta LoPresti thanked everyone for being at the meeting and explained the 
importance of having their projects on the prioritized project list and how the tiered 
funding works. She thanked everyone for helping with Sections 1 and 2 of the plan 
and that the group will be reviewing and voting on those sections today.   
 
Mr. King went over the process of how the working group will accomplish updating 
the LMS plan. As suggested by Jamie Price, once sections are approved by the 
group they will be presented to the State for a preliminary review. This process will 
be easier for the plan review and subsequently for the working group to make any 
recommended changes.  
 
Mr. King went over what Section 1 of the plan, Purpose and Overview, was about 
and asked if anyone had any questions or comments.  
 
Don Dexter asked if they could add City of Vero Beach departments to sections 1-6 
& 7. Mr. King and Mrs. LoPresti both state absolutely. Dorri Bosworth, Freddie 
Woolfork, and Alexis Thomas all wanted to add some additional departments to 
those sections. Additionally, Roland DuBlois asked that section 1-3 be updated to 
2014. Mrs. LoPresti made note of those changes.  
 
Mr. King asked if there was any further discussion on Section 1. No one spoke up 
and Stan Boling made a motion to approve Section 1 with the noted changes. 
Robert Stabe seconded the motion. Section 1 was approved by unanimous vote.  
 
Mr. King went on to explain Section 2, Community Profile, and asked if there were 
any questions or comments on the section. Mrs. LoPresti mentioned that Ronnie 
Heen, Intern with Emergency Management, had done a lot of hard work researching 
and updating Section 2 and wanted to thank him for his efforts. 



 
Deb Branwell asked for an update regarding Town of Orchid on section 2-9. Ms. 
Bosworth made note of contradicting rainfall averages in section 2-1. Mrs. LoPresti 
stated she would research that and find out which is correct and make the 
correction.  
 
Jason Nunemaker stated that Fellsmere needs to be added to Section 2-4 Utilities 
under the water and sewer section. Ms. Bosworth made note that maybe we should 
add Florida City Gas to Vero Beach, Fellsmere, and Sebastian municipalities. Mr. 
Nunemaker also brought up that communications might need to be addressed 
differently due to the large number and types of communication companies today. 
There was some discussion back and forth on some thoughts on the wording to use.  
 
Terry Wallace noted a small typo in Section 2-4 and also that the Town of Orchid 
projected population needed to be updated. Ms. Bosworth stated that in Section 2-6 
land use should be changed to undeveloped conservation land. Mr. Stabe asked is 
the table under 2-10 used updated data. Mr. Heen stated that he used the latest 
information that was available.  
 
Mr. King asked if anybody had anything that they thought should be included in 
Section 2 that wasn’t in the section already. Mr. Woolfork asked if we should  
include the Gifford Health Care Center to Section 2-8. Mr. King brought up we 
should include Indian River Shores to the Fire Stations list and Mr. Stabe noted that 
they also use that facility as an EOC. Mrs. LoPresti made note to add those items. 
 
Mr. King asked if there was any further discussion on Section 2. Hearing none Ms. 
Branwell made a motion to approve and Mr. Woolfork seconded. Section 2 was 
approved by unanimous vote. 
 
Mrs. LoPresti went over the current project list stating that eight projects were 
withdrawn from the list, six new projects were added, and one project had an 
updated ranking. She went over how projects were rated and ranked. She added that 
it was very important to have projects on the list in order to receive future funding.   
 
Ms. Bosworth stated that City of Sebastian will be updating their projects soon. 
Mrs. LoPresti informed the working group she has appreciated their help in getting 
the list updated and that projects can be added or deleted from the list at any time. 
She stated she is always available to help at any time.  
 
Mrs. LoPresti gave a short PowerPoint presentation on the Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Program (HMGP); how it works, eligible types of projects and reiterated that 
projects must be on the project list to be eligible, the types of projects not eligible 
for HMGP, and contribution/match requirements. She asked if anyone had any 
questions on HMGP. 
 



Ms. Bosworth asked if there is a particular funding cycle for the HMGP. Mrs. 
LoPresti informed the group how the funding notices work and said she distributes 
all HMGP notices, as well as any other funding opportunities, out to the working 
group as she gets them so that they are always aware of the latest information. Mr. 
Woolfork asked for Mrs. LoPresti to explain a little further about the 25% match to 
the grants. Mrs. LoPresti informed the working group that in addition to a direct 
25% contribution they can also use cash donations and in-kind as an alternative to 
direct match. She reiterated that a lot of grant information is on the County LMS 
website that can be accessed at any time.  
 
Mrs. LoPresti continued on stating her goal is to have Sections 3 & 4 completed and 
ready for the December 11th meeting in order to meet the working group’s goal of 
everything completed and ready to upload to the State. Ms. Bosworth asked how the 
approval and resolution process works. Mrs. LoPresti explained that everything 
needs to be completed and uploaded to the State by February 2015, although the 
plan does not expire until August 2015. This gives the State time to review it and 
have it approved prior to the expiration. Once it is approved the County will adopt 
the new plan by Resolution and then all the municipalities will follow suite.  
 
Mrs. LoPresti mentioned that the previous sources used for the CRS are no longer 
available and they would be using different sources. Mr. DuBlois mentioned that 
the working group will need to make sure of consistency in all areas of the CRS 
when using new sources. 
 
Mr. King asked if there were any further questions. Hearing none he thanked 
everyone for their participation and reminded everyone to be sure to sign-in to to 
document their participation. 
 
Mr. Nunemaker stated he wanted to thank Mrs. LoPresti for all her hard work over 
the years on the LMS and stated how the City of Fellsmere was successful in 
getting a large grant due to the LMS. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 10:52 a.m. 
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