
Minutes 
 

Indian River County Local Mitigation Strategy 
Working Group Meeting 

 
 Indian River County Emergency Operations Center 

4225 43rd Avenue 
Vero Beach, FL  32967 

December 11, 2014 
10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

John King, Chairman of the Indian River County Local Mitigation Strategy 
Working Group, called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m. Mr. King welcomed all 
attendees and explained the safety message. Introductions were made and he 
discussed the importance of being part of the LMS Working Group and how it 
affects future funding. He went on to explain where the LMS Working group was at 
in the update process and that Emergency Management is in the process of going 
through an accreditation process. Angela Moreno will be coming to the next 
meeting to discuss the accreditation to the LMS Working group. 
 
Etta LoPresti stated the only changes made to Section 3 since she sent out the last 
update was yesterday when she spoke with Wayne Eseltine from the City of 
Sebastian. 
 
Mr. King stated that the LMS also impacts CRS points, which translates to 
discounts in insurance premiums.  He asked if anyone had any questions or 
concerns on pages 3-1 through 3-10. 
 
Mrs. LoPresti stated she had made changes prior to the last update on the NFIP 
program and the CRS program with Roland DeBlois’ approval. Changes were made 
to Map modernization on page 3-2 and 3-6 DCA no longer exists. The Florida 
Division of Forestry name was changed to Florida Forest Service.  
  
Mr. DeBlois stated that under 3-2 under map modernization it should state ‘can be 
accessed through.’ 
 
Mrs. LoPresti made note of the change. 
 
Mr. King asked if everyone was good with 3-1 through 3-10. Everyone responded 
with affirmative. He then asked if anyone had anything to add or change to pages 3-
11 through 3-13. 
 
Mrs. LoPresti stated that under 3-11 Chuck Kirby made some revisions under the 
Sheriff’s Office, Community Development and Public works had some revisions 



and she has made those updates. On page 3-12 under the County Growth 
Management, Roland DeBlois had given her some changes for the bullet list and 
those revisions had been done as well. 
 
Jason Nunemaker stated that under 3.6.1 that Fellsmere also has a planning 
department.  
 
Wayne Eseltine stated that on 3-17 under 3.5.3 project approvals should be product 
approvals.  
 
Mrs. LoPresti made note of the changes. She noted that the approval today is just a 
preliminary approval to send to the State and there will be time to make more 
changes as needed.  
 
Mr. King asked if the matrix was accurate on page 3-17. 
 
Mrs. LoPresti stated she spoke with Wayne and he had adjusted the information for 
the City of Sebastian and he affirmed.  
 
Mr. Nunemaker stated there are several things that are missing for Fellsmere and 
went down the list of the ones that needed to be checked off for Fellsmere. 
 
Mr. Eseltine stated he also had one change. 
 
Mrs. LoPresti made note of the changes and asked if Orchid had any changes and 
Deb Branwell stated no. 
 
Mr. King stated on 3-20 under 3.6.2 that outlines the various cities and asked if 
everyone was comfortable with it. 
 
Mrs. LoPresti said she did get confirmation on new language from Fellsmere, 
Indian River Shores, Sebastian and City of Vero Beach. 
 
Mr. Eseltine had a question for the Indian River Shores and Orchid on their building 
codes. He stated that the wind load being 140 mph and he did not think that was 
correct. He thought it should be 160. Orchid confirmed changes later. 
 
Mr. King agreed he thought it should be 160 also and the code should be noted. 
 
Mrs. LoPresti asked if everyone was in agreement and all affirmed. 
 
Mr. King asked if the base floor elevations were corrected under Sebastian on page 
3-22. 
 
There was some discussion back and forth on how things were worded on page 3-
22 and to see if they had the same thought and whether CRS points are awarded. It 



was also asked if the 100 year flood had anything to do with the base flood 
elevation. 
 
Mr. Eseltine said he can check on it and correct the language. 
 
Mrs. LoPresti stated that when Mr. Eseltine gets back to the office to check on it 
and let her know and she will make the appropriate changes.  
 
Mr. King asked if 3-23 through 3-25 and the matrix are correct. 
 
Mrs. LoPresti stated that Mr. DeBlois had already provided the information to 
update Table 3.3 and Brian Cook had provided her the information to update the 
Red Cross section. 
 
Brian Cook stated he has another change under the Red Cross section regarding 
disaster planning and training offered to people and communities who shelter onsite 
and he would email the wording to Mrs. LoPresti. 
 
Mr. King mentioned comp plans and that Stan Boling had been before the 
Commission just recently with CIE. Mr. King asked the group if there is anything 
else that needs to be incorporated. 
 
Mr. Nunemaker asked if there is anything that they need to do that would be helpful 
in their comp plans. 
 
Mr. Boling said that this document is key for positioning for grant funding. 
 
Mr. King asked if there was anything that should be considered when it comes to 
CRS points. 
 
Mrs. LoPresti said she and Roland will be working on the CRS in order to get as 
much credit that the county can. 
 
Mr. Elestine state that the new CRS manual is way more complex and a lot more 
documentation is needed. 
 
Mrs. LoPresti confirmed and said she will need everyone’s help with the activity 
checklist that is in their packets and now is the time to do since we are updating the 
LMS. 
 
Mr. King stated in regards to Mr. Nunemaker’s question he doesn’t know anything 
specifically that they need in their comp plans. He asked if there were any other 
issues through 3-26 through 3-31 that need to be visited. 
 
Mrs. Branwell said the document says Orchid is not in the CRS program and Terri 
Wallace stated that they were. 



Mrs. LoPresti asked Mr. DeBlois is he knew if Orchid was in the CRS program. 
 
Mr. DeBlois said he was not sure but he would check on it and let them know. 
 
Mrs. LoPresti asked for any corrections as soon as possible so that the section can 
be sent to the State for their preliminary review and any changes that has already 
been stated will be done prior to sending it. 
 
Mr. King asked for those changes to be sent by Wednesday of next week and stated 
if there is anything the working group was not sure about and Mr. DeBlois could 
not help we could contact someone at the State to help with getting some answers. 
He asked if there were any outstanding issues and if not can we move to tentative 
approve and move on.  
 
Motion made by Mr. Nunemaker. 
(???) seconded 
 
Mr. King let everyone know that Section 4 was approximately 80% done and there 
are a few outstanding issues. 
 
Mrs. LoPresti showed everyone what she is missing and that most of it she is 
waiting on the information from the State. She reminded everyone that the 
databases previously used are outdated and the State now uses Hazus. She said once 
she receives the information she will update the section and send it out to everyone. 
She let everyone know the goal is to approve Section 4 at the next LMS Working 
Group meeting. 
 
Mr. King stated section 4 is the most difficult section to get through and once we do 
that everything is much easier to accomplish. 
 
Mr. Elestine asked if there is anything she needed from the municipalities to 
complete Section 4. 
 
Mrs. LoPresti stated that there will be some things she will need from them and that 
she has been getting some of the information. She reminded everyone that the 
sections are on the County website.  
 
Mr. King stated there is a motion and second. He asked if all in favor. 
 
Vote was unanimous.   
 
Mrs. LoPresti went on to say she wanted to inform everyone about CRS integration 
into LMS and the EMAP Process. She said the goal is to mitigate the flooding 
through hazard floodplain management plan. Hazard mitigation is going to save 
recovery costs and other costs. If a community enrolls in the CRS, Community 
Rating System, citizens would be eligible for savings or discounts on their 



insurance premiums based on the points given for flood mitigation activity. The 
goal is to help the citizens. Scoring is 1 – 10, 1 means the citizens could save 45% 
on their flood insurance premiums. The State has incorporated a CRS crosswalk for 
the LMS which is in the packets. Now is the time to help with the CRS rating and 
get that incorporated into the LMS. She might be contacting everyone for 
information. Next she talked about the Emergency Management Accreditation 
Program (EMAP) and stated that she would be joint the LMS Working Group and 
ESF primary representatives to form an EMAP task force. The accreditation 
manager is Angela Moreno and she will talk to everyone about how the LMS 
working group’s actions will help by incorporating those actions into the EMAP 
process. Next HMGP opportunities that are now available and will close on January 
6, 2015, and there is a webinar workshop for Tier 3 funding. Project eligibility is on 
the county website. 
 
Mr. King asked if there are any questions. 
 
Mrs. LoPresti stated the next working group meeting will be on January 8, 2015 at 
10:00 a.m.  She asked if there was anyone who had not signed in when they arrived 
today. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 10:45 a.m. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


