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What is MITIGATION
An action that reduces or eliminates long-term risk 

to people and property from natural hazards and 
their effects.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1992 – Hurricane Andrew $27 billion in damages1997 – Wildfires in Flagler County. Spring – tornadoes in Osceola and Volusia counties1998 – Wildfires in Pt. St. LucieFlorida DCA created the LMSMitigation measures can be applied to strengthen your home, to help business and industry avoid damages to their facilities, to strengthen hospitals, fire stations, and other critical service facilities so that they can remain operational or reopen more quickly after an event.Wind Retrofits – reinforcing garage doors, installing storm shutters, add bracing to gable roofs, reinforce double-entry doors, removing trees and potential windborne missiles.Wildfires – removing vegetation, yard debris and other combustibles away from home. Add fire resistant roofing materials.Flood Protection – Add waterproof veneer to exterior of home, raise electrical components above flood level, raise HVAC equipment, add a backflow valve to prevent sewage from backing up into house.
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Indian River County
Local Mitigation Strategy

 Originally developed in 1998, approved in 1999
 FEMA approved hazard mitigation plan in 

December 2015
 Approved by the BCC on July 7, 2015

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Formed Working Group – Indian River County, municipalities, local businesses, non-profits (ARC).Developed an LMS and a list of projects.Mitigation projects implemented: Storm shutters on public bldgs. (shelters), retrofitting stormwater drainage systems, installing generators at key critical facilities.DMA2K-aimed at reducing the costs of disastersNeeded to retain eligibility for grant funds.
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The Hazard Mitigation Grant Program 
and Application Process

 Hurricane Michael
– (Declared disaster 10/11/18)

Major Disaster Declarations 2018

Presenter
Presentation Notes
HMGP becomes available once a county is declared a major disaster area.
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Importance of Hazard 
Mitigation

 Less Property Damage
 Lives Saved
 Losses Reduced
 Societal Disruption Minimized
 Legal Liability Reduced
 Critical Facilities Functioning
 Positive Political Ramifications
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Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Program (HMGP)

 Authorized under Section 404 of the Robert T. Stafford 
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act.

 Provides grants to States and local governments to 
implement long-term hazard mitigation measures after 
a major disaster declaration.

 The purpose of the program is to reduce the loss of life 
and property due to natural disasters and to enable 
mitigation measures to be implemented during the 
immediate recovery from a disaster.
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Program Funding

• The amount of funding available for the HMGP 
under a particular disaster declaration is limited 
to 7.5% percent of the total disaster grants 
awarded by FEMA.
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Initial Estimate of Available 
HMGP Funding for 
Indian River County

 H. Matthew (DR-4283-FL) $  437,838
Declared October 8, 2016

 H. Irma (DR-1545-FL) $3,978,805   
Declared September 10, 2017

Approximately $4.4 million

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The amount of funding available to the state is based on 7.5% of the total federal disaster assistance expenditures for these events.These numbers may increase or decrease based on actual disaster claims during the declaration period.
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Required Cost Share

 FEMA may fund up to 75% of the eligible 
costs of each project.

 The State or sub-grantee must provide a 
25% match. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The remaining project costs must be met by the applicant. Generally, other funding sources such as Community Development Block Grant, local and/or state general revenue, and private non-profit funds are used to provide the 25% local/state match, and they may be in form of cash, in-kind resources, or third party in-kind contributions.In-kind resources: personnel, materials, equipment and supplies owned by the applicant. Third party in-kind contributions can be applied toward fulfilling a cost sharing or matching requirement in cases where the payments would have been allowable costs for the approved project, if the applicant were to pay for them. Examples of third party contributions are volunteer services, employee services of other organizations furnished free of charge, donated supplies, and loaned equipment or space. The value placed on these resources must be at their fair market value and be carefully and completely documented. 
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Eligible Applicants

 State and local Governments

 Private non-profit organizations or institutions 
that own or operate a private non-profit facility. 

 Indian Tribes or authorized tribal organizations

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Certain PNP (as defined in 44CFR 206.221(e):Medical �In addition to hospitals, this category includes facilities such as outpatient, rehabilitation and long-term care facilities. Custodial Care�These are nursing homes and congregate living facilities for aged or disabled persons who do not require day-to-day care by doctors but do require close supervision and some physical constraints on their daily activities. Educational�Included are primary and secondary schools as well as institutions of higher learning. Emergency�Included are fire departments, search and rescue teams, and emergency medical services. Utility�A utility includes facilities necessary for generation, transmission, distribution and maintenance of electric power, gas, telephone, sewer and water drainage. Other�This category includes facilities that provide essential services of a governmental nature to the general public (i.e. libraries, zoos, community centers, museums, homeless shelters, senior citizens centers and rehabilitation centers. 
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Eligible HMGP Activities

 Property Acquisition & Demolition
 Building Elevation
 Drainage Upgrades
 Seismic Retrofit
Wind Retrofit - Storm Shutters
 Flood-Proofing
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Examples of HMGP Projects
 Acquisition/Relocation
 Elevation of Structures
 Elevation of Utilities
 Catch Basins/Water Retention 

Projects
 Wetland Restoration
 Floodproofing of Structures
 Water Diversion
 Flood Control Gates
 Sewer Backup Protection
 Earthquake Retrofit

 Erosion and Sediment Control 
Projects

 Lift/Pump Stations with a 
Mitigation Function

 Stream Gauges
 Floodwalls
 Studies that result in completed 

projects
 Tornado Safe Rooms
 NOAA Weather Radio Projects
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Eligible projects are required 
to demonstrate: 

 The project is cost/beneficial 
 The project is environmentally sound 
 Other alternatives have been considered 
 The project is the best alternative and will 

actually solve a problem and is a 
permanent solution
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 Generators 
 Construction of new facilities.
 Equipment
 Tree removal

The State will not consider 
funding requests for:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Unless they are an integral part of a larger eligible project.However, the cost associated with above code upgrades can be considered. Such as emergency pumps, vehicles and communication devices.
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Planning Requirement

• Applicants for subgrants must have an approved 
local mitigation plan. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Approved by the BCC Feb. 22, 2005.
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Community’s Role

 Develops local mitigation plans
 Coordinates with and develops mitigation 

projects for residents and businesses most at 
risk

 Submits project applications to the State
Manages the implementation of the projects
Maintains records and accounting information 

on projects
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State’s Role
 Manages overall program within the State
 Develops State mitigation plans
 Establishes State mitigation priorities
 Conducts preliminary eligibility review of local 

applications and selects projects based on State 
priorities and available funds

 Forwards selected projects to FEMA
 Ensures communities adhere to all program and 

administrative requirements
 Acts as grantee, receives and disburses funds, 

and monitors progress of projects
 Evaluates the effectiveness of approved 

measures
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FEMA’s Role

 Provides oversight of the HMGP
 Keeps state apprised of available funding
 Establishes State mitigation priorities
 Conducts final eligibility review of projects 

selected and forwarded by the States 
 Provides technical assistance to States and 

communities
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Timeline

 Any funds not obligated or committed to a 
pending project application after the 24 month 
obligation deadline are no longer available.

County 
applications 
submitted to 
State must be 
post marked by

State submits local 
applications to 
FEMA within 12 
months of the 
disaster declaration

FEMA obligates all 
funds within 24 
months of disaster 
declaration
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Questions?
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