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     Volume 2  Number 2  April 2009                                                                     Indian River County  Pollution Reporting Hotline # 226-1888__                      
                                                          View past issues on the IRC stormwater website at www.ircgov.com/stormwater  
 
 
          IRC citizens are learning and implementing proper outdoor chemical applications, revised disposal methods, and erosion control  
               techniques to avoid contaminating all water that runs off their properties. Property water runoff from urban areas and  
                   construction activities are the most significant pollution contributors. Through self-awareness, implementing new 
                        behaviors, motivating others, and reporting waste disposed into storm drains and water bodies, 
                              IRC citizens will “Turn the Tide” of polluted property water runoff from  reaching our oceans. 
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What would you say to the question, “ WHY IS SCIENCE IMPORTANT?”  
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                                                               Join your neighbor in “Keeping Indian River County Beautiful,” 
 
                                                                  Diane Wilson, IRC Stormwater Education Coordinator 
 
 
 
 



 

 
REMINDER:     2-day/week Water Restrictions are in Affect (see specifics in article below) 
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Indian River County citizens are encouraged to report suspected environmental crimes 
during working hours  Monday through Friday to the Indian River County Pollution 
Reporting System at 772-226-1888 (Sprint/Nextel customers dial #IRC) or online, 
���������	���
��
��
��
��  . After hours citizens are to report environmental crimes 
by calling 1-877-272-8335 (1-877-2 SAVE FL) and Wireless customers can  dial #DEP. 
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Program your cell phone……… 
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WATER RESTRICTIONS IN EFFECT:  Landscape Irrigating Guidelines*  
                          During Daylight Savings Time (March 8 – Oct 31 st) 

 
     Landscape irrigation  

�  Is only allowed 2 days/week , and only between 4 p.m. and 9 a.m.   
                      Residential:  Odd (or no address) numbered addresses – Wednesday and  Saturday  

                              Even numbered addresses – Thursday and Sunday 
            Non-residential:  Tuesday and Friday 
 

�  On each day that landscape irrigation occurs, it is limited to:   
                     3/4 inch of water and 
                     no more than one hour per irri gation zone  
 



 Do your part to save water 

        Learn how to save water inside and outside your home at www.sjrwmd.com   
 
 
*St. Johns River Water Management District (SJRWMD) Governing Board adopted these rule amendments  

 Dec. 2008. For more information about the rule, visit the SJRWMD web site at www.sjrwmd.com/irrigationrule 
 
 
 
 

        Third Award for IRC’s Stormwater Engineering Team! 

The Pelican Island Audubon Society (PIAS) presented their “Maggy Bowman Conservationist of the Year 
Award” to Keith McCully and Cliff Suthard, Indian River County Engineers for the Main Relief Canal Project 
at the March 17th IRC County Commission Meeting. Their photos are included on the PIAS website 
http://www.pelicanislandaudubon.org/annualawards2009winnerscollage.htm . The Pelican Island Audubon 
Society awards serve to recognize individuals in the community who have played a part in helping the 
environment. 

McCully and Suthard were recognized for the “cutting-edge filtration system which captures lagoon-bound 
pollution” as described in the feature cover story of the IRL National Estuary Program’s winter 2009 newsletter 
– see http://www.sjrwmd.com/irlupdate/2009winter01.html   

This award follows two previous award with one being the 2008 Environmental Enhancement Award presented 
by the Friends of St. Sebastian River at their annual meeting January 27, 2009. They recognized McCully and 
Suthard for their efforts and expertise in designing and installing this one of a kind mechanical filtration device. 
In October 2008 the Marine Resource Council, with 300 public and private IRL enthusiasts in attendance 
including Florida’s DEP Secretary Michael Sole, awarded McCully and Suthard their IRL Project of the Year 
Award. 
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                         Indian River County Earns the Gold  

                           Green Local Government Designation 

 

Indian River County reached the Gold level of the FGBC Green Local Government Designation! 

Himanshu H. Mehta, PE, Indian River County Solid Waste Disposal District’s Managing Director 
announced that the Florida Green Building Council (FGBC) www.floridagreenbuilding.org  will be awarding 
it’s “Gold Level” certification to Indian River County. The Florida Green Building Coalition (FGBC) is a 
nonprofit Florida corporation dedicated to improving the built environment. The FGBC provides a statewide 
green building program that defines, promotes, and encourages sustainable efforts with environmental and 
economic benefits. 



 
County staff will coordinate with FGBC for a certification ceremony in the BCC chambers in April 
2009. 
An article in the March issue of Vero Beach Magazine explains the County’s efforts to become “Green.” 
 

Mr. Mehta, leader of the county’s green project team, extends appreciation to the “green designees” in the 
various departments for all of their hard work over the past year and to the great support from their department 
heads. He also thanks Judy Orcutt, Amy Thoma and the other volunteers from the Indian River County 
Sustainability Committee for their assistance in achieving this certification. 
 
The FGBC Gold Level Local Government Designation is the most coveted award for a county to receive in 
recognition for its outstanding environmental stewardship.  
  
This award was achieved through a year-long process of gathering and presenting evidence which demonstrates 
how the County accomplished a comprehensive list of criteria, organized by department functions. The criteria 
represent methods a local government can utilize to enhance its environmental performance through a number of 
mediums including energy, water, air, land, and waste. The process also evaluates:  

�  Environmental practices done "in-house" 
�  Incentives and ordinances to foster green practices 
�  Educational activities to improve the environment 

The FGBC Green Local Government Standard is similar to other green standards currently in effect in Florida 
and many other states, yet very unique in its target. In essence, a list of criteria is presented, and each is assigned 
a point value. A minimum total point value is set that represents a bar, and local governments who incorporate 
sufficient criteria such that they meet or exceed the bar are "certified" or "registered" as a Green Local 
Government. 
  

 

“WELCOME” to Florida DEP’s New Stormwater Training Coordinator, 
Halton Lunsford  

 
Halton can be reached at: 

Stormwater Training Coordinator 
Nonpoint Source Management Section 
2600 Blair Stone Rd., MS 3570 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-2400 
Email: halton.lunsford@dep.state.fl.us 
Phone: 850/245-8294 
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PESTICIDE APPLICATORS: Testing and Training Being Offered 
 
On Wednesday, April 1, the University of Florida / IFAS - St. Lucie County Cooperative Extension will be 
conducting a training and testing program titled “General Certification Core Training for Agricultural Pesticide 
Applicators.”  This course begins at 9 a.m.  It is designed to teach participants about the laws, rules and regulations of 
pesticide application as well as methods that will enable applicators to apply pesticides in a manner that is safe for people 
and the environment. Upon completion of the training, Ken Gioeli, extension agent/ natural resources, will be 
administering the first of two licensing exams.   

Pesticide applicators who purchase or use pesticides classified as restricted-use by the U.S. EPA must demonstrate that 
they meet certification standards established by the Agency under authority of the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and 
Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) as Amended. The Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services mandates 
applicator licensing requirements under Chapter 487. These mandates state that applicators must pass written examinations 
to be licensed. Applicators must re-certify either by re-examination or by attending pesticide education programs to 
acquire continuing education credits.  The St. Lucie County Natural Resources Agent, often in conjunction with other 
agents, provided education training courses and licensing examination opportunities for local restricted-use pesticide 
applicators.  

 
When:                                                          Wednesday, April 1, 2009 
Time:                                                           9 a.m. – 10:40 a.m. (training) 
Where:                                                        St. Lucie County Extension, 8400 Picos Road, Ste 101, Fort Pierce 
For more information and Registration: (772) 462-1660 
Registration Fee:                                         $15 – Checks only. 
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Extension programs are open to all persons without regard to race, color, sex, age, disability, religion, or 
national origin.  Participants with disabilities are asked to indicate any necessary accommodations ahead of time 
by calling Karen at (772) 462-1660 before Friday, March 20. 
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As many are feeling the financial crunch, it’s often hard to see the silver lining. But as the saying goes ‘necessity 
is the mother of invention’ or innovation, and challenging times can often lead to positive changes. Join the 
Oxbow Eco-Center on April 4th at 11 a.m. as Monique Tilford, co-author of Your Money or Your Life, talks 
about changing your relationship with money and achieving financial independence.  
 
A New York Times bestseller, Your Money or Your Life, was originally published in 1992 and spent 5 years on 
the Business Week bestseller list. It has been translated into 10 languages, and has helped thousands of people 
around the world achieve financial independence and a more fulfilling life. This new edition features updated 
resources, an easy-to-use index, and anecdotes and examples that are particularly relevant today.  
 
The book lays out a 9 step transformational process that works to help you analyze the time and energy that goes 
into earning, spending, debt and savings, and leads you toward making conscious choices to bring greater 
satisfaction and security into your life.  Ultimately, it’s about living well, yet living simply, and changing your 
relationship with money. 
 



Monique Tilford has worked for nearly 20 years on sustainable consumption and environmental issues. For ten 
years, she worked with the Center for a New American Dream, a national non-profit that helps Americans 
change the way they consume, serving most recently as the organization’s deputy director. Prior to joining New 
Dream, Monique was Executive Director for Wild Earth and for the Carrying Capacity Network.  
 
The Oxbow Eco-Center is a St. Lucie County environmental learning center, located at 5400 N.E. St. James 
Drive, Port St. Lucie, FL 34982. For more information, call (772) 785-5833 or visit 
www.stlucieco.gov/erd/oxbow  
 
 
 

                         April 4 th & 5 th  , 2009    
Bloomin’ Art & Plant Sale  

Celebrate Spring at the Heathcote Bloomin’ 
Art and Plant Sale , April 4th & 5th from 9am to 
4pm.  We’re offering FREE admission for the 
very first time, as a stimulus package for art 
and garden lovers. 
 
Shop for native plants, flowering plants, 
orchids, bromeliads, palms and fruit trees, 
cacti, succulents and bloomin’ art!  Fine art by 
local artists, sculpture, pottery, garden art and 
accessories will be for sale.  Art workshops will be offered by Art Mundo.  Food and drink and kid’s 
activities are available all day, and live entertainment will be provided by The Orphan Trains on 
Saturday, and Thirty-Three and a Third.     
 
Art Mundo Workshops  
               Saturday, April 4th: 

carving and embellishing collected wood 
pastel demonstration 
oil painting demonstration 

 
               Sunday, April 5th: 

wood carving 
paste paper embellishment 
painted floor cloths 
painting demonstrations 

 
 
Heathcote Botanical Gardens, 210 Savannah Road, Fort Pierce.  (772)464-4672 
www.heathcotebotanicalgardens.org 
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Nominated for Grand Jury Prize at 2008 Sundance Fil m Festival and won the Vail Film 
Festival award in 2008. 
 
Synopsis:  Water is the very essence of life, susta ining every being on the planet. “Flow: 
for Love of Water” confronts the disturbing reality  that our crucial resource is dwindling 
and greed just may be the cause.  From both local a nd global perspectives, this 
documentary examines the harsh realities behind the  mounting water crisis. Learn how 
politics, pollution, and human rights are intertwin ed in this important issue that affects 
every being on Earth. With water drying up around t he world and the future of human lives 
at stake, the film urges a call to arms before more  of our most precious natural resource 
evaporates. 
 
 
Review:  The film covers a lot of ground. In fact, Salina probably could have made a 
series of films from her research. But instead she' s managed to condense it down to a very 
watchable hour and a half. As she said in a Q&A aft er the screening, she realized during 
her research that although there are a wide range o f water problems spread all across the 
globe, they are all connected, and it's important t o look at the big picture. And from the 
viewer's perspective it's also interesting to see t he connections between water problems 
in communities in India or Bolivia where privatizat ion is putting poor communities in 
serious danger and communities in Michigan where Ne stle is stealing water from the 
aquifers without paying a penny.  And, like any goo d documentary, this one doesn't stop 
just after presenting a problem; it also talks abou t how communities are fighting back, 
providing inspiration for viewers to take a stand a s well. This film should be required 
viewing. 
 
Social Justice films at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship (corner of 16th St. & 27th 
Avenue) are always the first Sunday of the month at  7 PM and cover a variety of topics.   
For more information contact Nancy Stiefel co-chair  Green Sanctuary Task Force 
562-0515 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Website for Indian Riverkeeper 
 

 www.indianriverkeeper.org  
 
 

The mission of the Indian Riverkeeper is to protect  and restore the waters of North America's 
most diverse estuary-- the Indian River Lagoon, its  tributaries, fisheries and habitats through 

advocacy, enforcement and citizen action.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 

Welcome Interim Executive Director of Keep Indian River Beautiful (KIRB) 

KIRB’s former Executive Director Melanie Jones Neach has moved on to new endeavors. She was very 
instrumental in reorganizing KIRB and elevating its stature to being a well-respected non-profit organization in 
the community.  Indian River County benefited greatly from the many successful events, fund-raising initiatives 
and programs Melanie produced - always in a fun and professional manner. Melanie’s efforts are greatly 
appreciated by the KIRB Board of Directors, IRC staff and the many volunteers whose lives she touched with 
her warm and motivating spirit. 

Kristy Sturdivant, formerly the Education Director, is currently the Interim Executive Director of Keep Indian 
River Beautiful. The mission of Keep Indian River Beautiful is to empower individuals to take greater 
responsibility for the community’s environments by involving volunteers in litter prevention and reduction, 
beautification, neighborhood revitalization, recycling and conservation education. To learn more about what 
KIRB does and how to become a volunteer contact Kristy at 772-388-5472 or email her at 
keepirbeautiful@gmail.com . Visit www.kirb.org 

 

KIRB’s Re-use Exchange Center’s New Hours: 
Monday-Thursday from 10am-3pm 

 
Residents are encouraged to save used materials, rather than throw them away, and bring them to 
KIRB’s Re-Use Exchange Center located within KIRB’s office at 1255 Main Street, Sebastian, FL 
32958 

These materials include egg cartons, silk flowers, craft supplies, business supplies, coffee cans, 
fabric, calendars, bubble wrap, packing peanuts, etc.  Volunteers then sort and arrange the items so 
the public can select what they need for a variety of projects such as crafts and school projects. There 
is no cost to the public to drop off or select re-use items.  For further information call 772-388-5472. 

 

  

Indian River County’s Cur bside Recycling Program  

Separate recycled items, place in bins as listed below, and put bins within 5' of the curb by 6:00 a.m. 
 
  

In one bin place ( Please rinse all lightly)                     
Plastics # 1-7 
Glass (all colors) 
Steel & Aluminum  
Aluminum foil, pie plates, trays 
Juice and milk cartons 
Aerosol cans (no hazardous waste*) 

  
  

In the other bin place:  
Newspaper, magazines & catalogs 
Office paper, envelopes & junk mail 
Brown paper bags 
Cereal & food boxes (broken down) 



Pizza boxes, soda & beer boxes 
Corrugated cardboard (flattened, no larger then 2'x3'  ) 
 

Styrofoam recycling information is listed at http://www.ircgov.com/Styrofoam_Recycling.pdf  
  
 * To learn which items are considered as hazardous waste call IRC’s Solid Waste Disposal District at 770-5113 or visit 
http://www.ircwaste.com/Convenience_Centers.htm  
 
 
�

Got Dark Beaches? 
Lights from March through October cause problems for sea turtles 

                  
 
Taken in Vero Beach, FL during the nesting season, this photo shows bright exterior and interior lights 
shining on the beach. These lights disorient turtles and reduce their chance for survival.  By working with 
property owners and enforcing existing lighting laws, lights can be redirected and kept off the beach. 
 
 

Sea turtles have been swimming in the world's oceans for millions of years.  Every year, thousands are taken 
by predators and affected by tropical storms.  Today, however, sea turtles are threatened with extinction because 
of people.  One of the biggest threats to their survival is artificial light.  Throughout Florida's summer months, 
thousands of hatchling sea turtles emerge from nests on the beach and make their way to the water.  The 
problem is some never get there. 
 
Sea turtle hatchlings are innately attracted to the brightest part of the horizon.  In the past, this has always been 
the moon and star light shining off the water.  With a dark silhouetted dune in one direction and a brighter ocean 
in the other, finding the water was relatively easy.  However, the introduction of coastal development has altered 
the landscape.  Hatchlings will instead follow artificial lights and head in the opposite direction, often crawling 

Taken in Vero Beach, FL during the nesting season, this photo shows bright 
exterior and interior lights shining on the beach. These lights disorient turtles and 
reduce their chance for survival.  By working with property owners and enforcing 
existing lighting laws, lights can be redirected and kept off the beach. 



through dunes, vegetation and backyards for many hours.  Many will die from heat, exhaustion or opportunistic 
predators.  Some are even killed by vehicles on parking lots and roads. 
 
On the Treasure Coast, sea turtle nesting season is March 1st through October 31st.  To avoid being part of the 
problem during this time of year, there are steps you can take.  First, become knowledgeable about your local 
lighting ordinance.  All of the Counties and Cities in our area have laws that prohibit lights from shinning on the 
beach.  If you are standing on the beach and can see light (interior or exterior) coming from a beachside property 
then sea turtles probably can too.  If it's visible from the beach, the light violates the law and the property 
owner could face expensive fines. 
 
Second, you might be surprised to find there are lighting solutions that do not sacrifice security or safety.  Lights 
that are low intensity, shielded and directed downward are often less expensive to operate and less likely to 
disorient turtles.  The State of Florida certifies light fixtures that are safe to use near sea turtle nesting beaches.  
Check their website here http://myfwc.com/seaturtle/ for more information. 
 
Each year, Indian River County collects detailed information on thousands of threatened and endangered sea 
turtle nests deposited on our beaches.  Unfortunately, we also record many instances of hatchling turtles 
crawling in the wrong direction because of lights.  Working directly with property owners and our partners in 
federal, state and local governments, we are working hard to solve these problems.  However, it is ultimately up 
to the residents and business owners in our area to make a change for the better.   
 
If you are interested in learning more about sea turtles and Indian River County's Habitat Conservation Plan, 
please see our website at http://www.ircgov.com/coastal or call 772-226-3484. 
�
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                                       MRC Brown Bag Lunch Presentations  

…….are fun, informative, and free! Presentations target the layman, and covered topics include ecology, aquatic 
life, history, native plants, and others of interest to those who care about our environment and the Indian River 
Lagoon in particular.  For more information, call the Marine Resources Council at 321-725-7775 or go to our 
website www.mrcirl.org   Presentations are noon to 1:00 p.m.  

Riverview Park in Sebastian  presentation is held on the last Friday of the 
month: 
 
Apr 24 Land Trusts and Their Protection of Natural Resources  
  Ken Grudens, Indian River Land Trust 

Come and learn about a new mapping initiative that will help the Indian River Land Trust to 
analyze and prioritize properties for protection with public and/or private funding.  He will also 
discuss a project they are working on in south Vero Beach call the Lagoon Greenway. 
 

Lagoon House  presentations are held Tuesdays at 3275 Dixie Hwy NE, 
Palm Bay, Fl 32905: 
 
Apr 07 Introduction to Butterfly Gardening 
 Suzanne Valencia – The Sierra Club 
 Spruce up your yard, get some exercise, all the while helping out nature’s beautiful butterflies.   

Learn which native plants provide nectar for butterflies, which plants act as hosts for the 
caterpillars, and where you can obtain these plants.  Suzanne will teach you which plants are 
good for butterflies to lay eggs on and all sorts of other great information. 

 
Apr 14 Florida is a Bird Lover’s Paradise 
 Captain Chop – Swampland Tours 
 There are more water birds and more rare species here than in any other state.  Besides our 

permanent bird residents, many of the northern species spend the winter with us.  Capt. Chop will 
introduce you to hundreds of bird species and how Florida is visited by an abundant of migrating 
and breeding birds. 

 
Apr 21  Animals and Plants in the Turkey Creek Sanc tuary 
 Oli Johnson – Park Manager  
 Come and learn about the animals and plants that live in the Turkey Creek Sanctuary. 



 

28 April 28         Local Women of History, Cape Cana veral Lighthouse, Local Natural History, Pioneers 

                       Ray Osborne, Director, Local History Club 
 Ray will regale us with tales of the Local Women of History, Native Americans, early pioneers and 

the history of the Cape Canaveral Lighthouse and highlight his tales with historic photos. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                     California Governor Launches 'Green Corps'  

                  to Train At-Risk Youths for Green-Collar Jobs    
 
OAKLAND, Calif. -- Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger has created the California Green Corps, a program to train at-risk young people 
for technical, construction and other skilled jobs in eco-friendly industries that are expected to help fuel economic recovery. 
 
Announcing the corps on Monday in Sacramento, Schwarzenegger said he wants 1,000 16- to 24-year-olds from across the state to 
enlist in the pilot 20-month training session, which is to begin this summer.  
 
The corps is to be funded with $10 million of the federal stimulus money destined for California via the U.S. Labor Department and with 
$10 million in matching money that's to be raised in public-private partnerships. CaliforniaVolunteers, headed by state Secretary for 
Service and Volunteering Karen Baker, is to oversee the program, which would the first of its size and scope in the country. 
Schwarzenegger announced the program after meeting with U.S. Labor Secretary Hilda Solis to talk about stimulus funding and job 
creation.  
 
"This is exactly the kind of program that President Obama has envisioned when he put together his economic stimulus package, which 
is to create jobs, jobs and jobs," Schwarzenegger said. "The Green Corps will help underprivileged young people learn job skills while 
we create a well-trained workforce for 
clean technology and for the green 
economy."  
 
The new program, Schwarzenegger 
noted, touches on issues that have been 
key to his administration: the 
environment, the economy, education, 
engaging at-risk populations and public 
service. 
 
Although specifics are pending, Green 
Corps recruits will be expected to 
continue their education and contribute 
to communities through volunteer work in 
exchange for receiving job training and 
help with placement. 
 
The program draws heavily on concepts 
forged by the groups that established the 
Oakland Green Jobs Corps -- a coalition 
of social justice, environmental and other 
community organizations, trade unions, 
private companies and the city of Oakland -- this past October. Chief among its principles are that access to and engagement with a 
new green economy should be open to all comers -- and that participation by the poor and other at-risk segments of the population will 
help spur recovery.  
 

 
California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger and state Secretary for Service and Volunteering Karen Baker, left.  



Source: http://www.greenerbuildings.com/news/2009/03/17/california-governor-launches-green-corps+  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       The American Recovery & Reinvestment Act of 2009 *, 
 
����� ������������	
�����	�
���������
��
�������	
�������
�� ��	���	�
�
������
�����������������������	�	��������
������������������� ������ !�"�����
����
���	�
����������#�
���
����	���	�
��
�
�������	����#����
���� ���
�����
����	�����
����������	�
��
�����#���	������
��������������������� ������������������������
�	��
��������##�������!�$����
������������#���������� ���������	�������
�����������������������������##�������������
���	��
�� �	
�����	�
�������
����
�	�������

��
���
��	�#���
��
����	�
����
�
����#��� �����������!�
%�&�
�
�������������������
�
���
��	�����	���
������� ���������'��	����
�(�����
��	�����	�
���	�
������
���	�����
��������)��������� ��
��
�����
���*��������+�
)	�

�����		�������	
�
��#�
������� �


,--���!��������!���- ��
�

�

�

�

�

April 17     NATURAL AREAS WEED CONTROL  
PESTICIDE LICENSING EXAM PREP 

 
 
Management of Brazilian Pepper-tree, Melaleuca and other invasive plants is often necessary in South Florida’s 
natural areas. This vegetation, if not properly maintained, can lead to increased fire hazards, loss of native 
biodiversity and changes in hydrology. Improper management may also result in environmental damages and 
decreased aesthetic & property values.  
 
On April 17th, Ken Gioeli, Natural Resources Extension Agent with the University of Florida St Lucie County 
Extension, will be teaching a course designed to prepare students to successfully complete the Natural Areas 
Weed Control Pesticide Licensing Exam. Several special topics will be addressed including 
 

Natural Areas Weed Identification  
Equipment Calibration Calculations  

Herbicide Selection  
Environmental Safety 

 
$15 registration fee. Pre-registration is required. Call (772) 462-1660 to pre-register.  Registration fees should be 
received by the Extension office one week prior to the course.  Checks should be made out to St Lucie Co 4-H 
Foundation.  Mail checks to St Lucie County Extension, 8400 Picos Road, Ste 101, Fort Pierce, FL 34945.  Ask 
for the course workbook at the time of registration.  Students are asked to bring their completed workbooks to 
class. 
 
Pesticide licensing exam available after training. 
 
When:  April 17, 2009   9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 



Where: St Lucie County Extension -8400 Picos Road, Ste 101, Fort Pierce 

 
 
 
 
Ten Ways to Protect the Indian River Lagoon…  
 
Keep septic systems working properly. Pump your system every three years. 
 
Pave less. Hard surfaces hasten runoff and increase pollution and erosion. 
 
Adhere to “no-wake” zones when on your boat. Waves destroy shorelines and increase 
erosion. 
 
Think before your pour. Many hazardousproducts flow from household drains through sewage 
treatment plants and into coastal bodies of water. 
 
Fish respectfully. Follow “catch and release” practices and keep more fish alive. 
 
Create non-toxic pesticides. A bit of soap and water does the job and keeps harmful chemicals from 
ending up in nearby waterways. 
 
Use native plants. Garden and landscape with plants native to your area to reduce the need for 
watering and fertilizing. 
 
Respect habitat. Treat the homes of vital marine life with care. Habitat and survivial go hand-in-hand. 
When habitat disappears, so do many plants and animals. 
 
Take action! Organize a stream or beach cleanup. Encourage your local newspaper to write a story, or ask an 
expert to speak at your community organization or local school. 
 
Learn more about estuaries! Visit www.estuaries.gov. 
 
 
                
TIP FOR THE MONTH: 
 

                                 DO NOT BLEACH YOUR DRIVEWAY 
                    An alternate solution is to use a bio-degradable product found on  
                  the Florida Department of Environmental Protection’s web site. 
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    Remember, it is in the small changes that we make  
     each day that will help improve our environment! 
                                                                                                          - Captain Planet Foundation (CPF)   
  
Each time you use goodsearch.com as your search engine and select CPF as your default charity, the site will 
make a donation to us. So partner up with our Foundation and make it your search engine of choice. It is an easy 
way to contribute to the Foundation if you do not have the means to send us a personal donation. You can give 
without having to give of your own. And be sure to tell your friends! 
http://www.captainplanetfoundation.org/uploadedFiles/ftp-upload/Adult%20Newsletter.pdf  
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������� rain should down the stormdrains and ditches, not 
contaminated waters/products! While stormwater ofte n travels through 
pipes under our roads just like sewage, it is not  treated at a waste 
treatment plant.  Instead, often stormwater flows d irectly into ponds, 
lakes, rivers and bays. (Source: http://earth911.org/water/breaking-down-the-water-supply/  
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Fräbel’s Reflections of Glass on Water glass art exhibit is on display at McKee Botanical Garden, 350 
USHighway One, Vero Beach 772.794.0601  www.mckeegarden.org. Hans Godo Frabel is one of the world’s 
most famous flamework glass artists. He is inspired by nature and the world around him. Frabel’s art pieces can 
be found in public and private collections in over 80 countries worldwide. 
 
On the second Thursday of the month, April 9th, the Garden will host FRABEL BY TWILIGHT. From 6 – 8 pm 
you will have the opportunity to see the exhibit creatively illuminated at night. FRABEL BY TWILIGHT.                                
Gate Admission fees are $7 Adults, $6 Seniors, and $4.00 Children. Members are Free.   
 



The Garden’s tropical plants, ponds and waterways make a breathtaking backdrop for Fräbel’s sculptures. In the 
evening however, they take on an entirely new appearance. “It’s truly magical,” says Executive Director 
Christine Hobart. 
 
The Fräbel Glass Art Studio (www.Fräbel.com) was founded in 1968 by Hans Godo Fräbel and is widely 
considered to be the first glass art studio completely focused on creating glass art sculptures out of boron crystal. 
Several of the world’s most outstanding contemporary glass artists have brought their talents to Fräbel Studios 
in Atlanta. The glass crystal sculptures of this internationally famous studio are today in the hands of many 
museums, private collectors and corporations worldwide. Museums that have hosted Frabel art include the 
Smithsonian Institution, Metropolitan Museum of Art, Musee des Arts Decoratifs, Victoria & Albert Museum, 
and the Eibu Museum of Art to name a few. 
    
The mission of McKee Botanical Garden is to nurture and enhance a historic garden in a unique tropical setting 
for the education, enjoyment and enrichment of all. 

   �

            Good Housekeeping Magazine Adds a Green Seal of Approval….. 

……..whose seal of approval has been a hallmark of reliability for household goods for 100 years, will soon join the fight against 
greenwashing with a new label for eco-friendly consumer products. 
 
The Green Good Housekeeping Seal will roll out in the second half of the year after the Good Housekeeping Research Institute and the 
consultancy firm Brown & Wilmanns Environmental develop the critera to evaluate products and metrics to measure them, according to 
Rosemary Ellis, the editor in chief of Good Housekeeping. 
 
To be eligible for consideration for the new label, goods must first pass the performance evaluation that the institute conducts to 
determine whether a product can be stamped with the original seal of approval. After clearing that hurdle, data about a product's 
composition, manufacturing, packaging and other attributes that may have an impact on the environment would be reviewed.                         

Source: http://www.greenerbuildings.com/news/2009/03/11/good-housekeeping-adds-a-green-seal-approval  

 

 

 

                                 Full Moon Kayak – An Experience You Shouldn’t Miss! 
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The Full List: 47 Fruits & Veggies 

RANK FRUIT OR VEGGIE SCORE 

1 (worst) Peach 100 (highest pesticide load) 

2 Apple 93 

3 Sweet Bell Pepper 83 

4 Celery 82 

5 Nectarine 81 

6 Strawberries 80 

7 Cherries 73 

8 Kale 69 

9 Lettuce 67 

10 Grapes - Imported 66 

11 Carrot 63 

12 Pear 63 

13 Collard Greens 60 

14 Spinach 58 

15 Potato 56 

16 Green Beans 53 

17 Summer Squash 53 

18 Pepper 51 

19 Cucumber 50 

20 Raspberries 46 

21 Grapes - Domestic 44 

22 Plum 44 

23 Orange 44 

24 Cauliflower 39 

25 Tangerine 37 

26 Mushrooms 36 

27 Banana 34 



28 Winter Squash 34 

29 Cantaloupe 33 

30 Cranberries 33 

31 Honeydew Melon 30 

32 Grapefruit 29 

33 Sweet Potato 29 

34 Tomato 29 

35 Broccoli 28 

36 Watermelon 26 

37 Papaya 20 

38 Eggplant 20 

39 Cabbage 17 

40 Kiwi 13 

41 Sweet Peas - Frozen 10 

42 Asparagus 10 

43 Mango 9 

44 Pineapple 7 

45 Sweet Corn - Frozen 2 

46 Avocado 1 

47 (best) Onion 1 (lowest pesticide load) 

 
C:\Users\CharTara\Documents\A+Health\Dietary Info\Pesticide List -Produce.doc 
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                                      ORGANIC GARDENING CLUB �
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Come learn with us on our organic growing adventure; growing food the way nature intended! The Organic 
Gardening Club is for anyone and everyone interested in learning more about plants and growing practices and 
techniques.  You can join the Organic Gardening Club without being a member of a CSA.  The Organic 
Gardening Club is planning several events including farm and private garden visits, movies, guest speaker 
lectures and perhaps a pot luck dinner or two! ����"�
���6��
���&'(���� �
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NEWS FOR HOMEOWNERS (and HOA Leaders) 

 

 

                                 

             FIND THE RIGHT PLANT 

Creating a rain garden or adding a rain barrel is a fun family project. Either project can be done in a weekend. 

Make a shopping list with 'My Plant List' . Just click this button on each plant you select. Visit this website, 

http://www.rainkc.com/index.cfm/fuseaction/plants.search/index.htm , to help select the best plants for your 

site. Keep in mind that your rain garden, unlike a water garden, will be dry most of the time. Plants should be 

able to tolerate short periods of inundation, but not require constant, high moisture. Select plants with 

moderate moisture requirements for areas that will have moist, well-drained soil. For drier sites like the edge of 

your rain garden, use plant that have low or moderate moisture requirements. You can also use this feature to 

select by color, height and use. Have a large site or bioswale? Replace perennials and grasses with shrubs and 

trees for moist sites. With a variety of different species, your rain garden will be functional and beautiful long 

into the year. 

Create your own rain barrel with easy-to-follow instructions from one of the links on Rain Barrel Information . 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                        Is it a Lake, Private Pond or Stormwater Detention Pond? 
 
Through a U of F grant, the Indian River Extension Service has recently added the following educational 
Presentations and Videos to its website http://indian.ifas.ufl.edu/Presentations/index.html  
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The Construction Industry 
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                             U.S. Green Building Council 

��������	��
����
�
�����	�����������������������
����� ����
�������������
�����������
����
������������
�������������������������
���
����
����
�
���������� ���
��������
 �����
����
�����
��
 ��������!�������������
�
������������"������������������������"��������������� ��� 
�����
��
 ���������������������!�����
����
�
���� �
���
�
����������������������
�������������
���
 �������� ���������������������������"��������������"��
���������� �
��
��������������"��������������������
��������#��������� ���������
����
�������
���
���
����
�������
�����
�������������������
�����
�
������!������ �
�
������!��������������

$
��������"������
�%
����������������%
����!���
��� �������������
��������
�����
�������������"�����
��� 
 ���

���������
��&&���
������������#���  ������
����������� ������������������	
������'����	(#�
����������
����
��� ���
)������
����� �!
����"����!�*�����
�������������
������ ���������#� ���� �����
��
���������� ���������	
������� �
���+,-&./.&/.,/�� For more information about the Treasure Coast & Palm Beach Branch activities and 
opportunities, please visit www.usgbcsf.org. 
�

�



�

�������������������������������	
���
	�����������
�������
������������
������
  

 
A new online system called interactive Notice of Intent (iNOI) is available to the public.  The iNOI system allows users to 
complete, save, edit, pay for (using a credit card) and submit the following NPDES Stormwater permit 
applications/certifications online:   

�   Construction Generic Permit (CGP) 
�   Multi-Sector Generic Permit (MSGP) 
�   No Exposure Exclusion (NEX) 
�   Notice of Termination (NOT) – Even if a paper Notice of Intent was submitted.   

The system includes drop-down menus, advanced mapping features and system programming defaults to help users 
eliminate common mistakes and omissions associated with paper notices or applications.   The iNOI system also allows 
users to track, search and generate a variety of reports for NPDES Stormwater permits.  Permit-related documents 
generated by the iNOI process are issued through email. The use of iNOI is encouraged but voluntary.  Applicants can still 
submit paper notices.  To use iNOI or to learn more about the new system, please visit: 
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/stormwater/npdes/  If you have any questions about iNOI, please contact Shannan 
Bogdanov at (850) 245-7520 or by email at Shannan.Bogdanov@dep.state.fl.us.   
 
 
 
 
BMP REMINDER  
 
Construction sites* are required to maintain inspec tion records   
 
                  to validate inspections are done within 
 
                                          24 hours of EVERY storm water event  
 
                                                                   and a minimum of every 7 days. 
 
�  Construction sites that will result in a disturbance of one acre or more, and sites that include the 
disturbance of less than one acre of total land area that is part of a larger common plan of development or 
sale that will ultimately disturb equal to or greater than one acre and less than five acres are required to 
seek coverage under the Generic Permit for Stormwater Discharge from Large and Small Construction 
Activities (Source: http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/stormwater/npdes/docs/cgp.pdf ) 
 
�  Want to get a staff member trained as a certified stormwater inspector for free?   
           2-Day FDEP classes are held year-round across the state and are listed at 
           http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/nonpoint/erosion/htm  Questions? Call 850-245-8294. 
 
 
 
 
PlanetReuse.com is the world's first Web site that connects buyers and sellers of reused and reclaimed 
construction materials and equipment and allows them to purchase products with integrated shipping online, per 
http://www.eponline.com/articles/60262  
 
 
Concrete washout issues … EPA is targeting construction sites to insure that there is no violation of the 
NPDES requirements. Those who are in violation are being hauled away in handcuffs. Please make an extra 
effort to ensure your staff is informed and you are making specific plans to handle concrete washout.  



Contractors and concrete producers must wash out the chutes in order to prevent any concrete from spilling onto 
the streets. Simple solution for small amounts of washout is a designated pit (sign) lined with plastic – remove 
and haul off when dried.  Make sure this activity is located AWAY from streams and water bodies.  There are 2 
potential pollutants in washout.  1 = pH issues.  2 = Selenium 6 (toxic). Any questions….look at the EPA and 
DEP websites. 
 
 
TRAIN YOUR STAFF with a 5 minute video.        
                    
                  Do you know the major pollutant to the IRL?   Soil.  Why soil?  
 
                  This 5 minute video shows how soil erosion occurs on a job site and how it is 
                  detrimental to the environment. 
              
                   It is worth your time and theirs… 
 
                   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=76sqH9Q9GS8&NR=1    
                   
 
 
 
Learn new practices and implement them project by project: http://www.wwn-online.com/articles/50888/  
 
 
 
 
Students & Teachers  
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 Join millions of teachers and students in a week of educational preparation for Earth Day,  

                      National Environmental Education Week April 12 – 18 

Earth Day is just around the corner! �
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����� ���� Visit http://www.eeweek.org/resources/water_quality . Then recognize your 
students with a certificate, download the forms at 
http://www.eeweek.org/assets/files/certificates/EEWeek_student_bwcert_form.pdf 

 
Grades 5 – 8:   The Protecting our Watersheds curriculum was designed to meet or exceed certain national 
standards as outlined in the National Standards for Civics and Government, published by the Center for 

Civic Education. Click on the link below to download the file. 
National Standards Addressed by Protecting Our Watersheds.doc  

 
High school teachers: visit http://www.earthforce.org/content/article/detail/574  to learn about the EARTH 
FORCE 6-step process, All Earth Force programs are based on a version of this core process that enables youth 
to take action in their communities and improve the environment. A rubric is provided! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                       
 
                    To learn more visit       http://www.earthforce.org/files/1959_file_brochure.pdf  
 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR……. 
 

 

…………EstuaryLive 2009 will broadcast to a computer near you on May 1st and 
May 15th .  
 
 To view the schedule, register, and learn more about this year’s field trips, visit 
www.estuaries.gov. We are updating the site weekly with new information about the 
field trips and information to help you and your classroom prepare for the May 
estuarine excursions, so check back often!   



 
New in 2009, we have created a second website for classrooms to interact with 
Reserve Educators and other teachers and students participating in this year’s 
EstuaryLive program - estuarylive.pbwiki.com. The first time registered EstuaryLive 
participants visit this site, they will need to request permission to participate- you will 
receive permission within 24 hours. 
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May 1, 2009 - EstuaryLive! - Take your students on a free internet field trip of our nation's estuaries. 
http://www.estuaries.gov/estuaries101/Teachers/Home.aspx  
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Monday, April 13 th, 2009 at 7:00 PM  

The Annual Indian River Soil and Water Conservation District  

2009 PUBLIC SPEAKING CONTEST for 6 th – 12 Graders  

           The Topic: What is one of the many land uses in Florida?  

This Contest is designed to develop leadership through participation in public speaking activities and 
stimulate interest in conserving our natural resources, especially as it relates to Agriculture. 

 
The District Speaking contest will be held  in the Commission Chambers of the Indian River County 
Administration Building A (South), 1801 27th Street, Vero Beach. 
 
Winners will be eligible to move on and compete at the Area/Regional level and then at the State level. 
 

One First, Second and Third Prize will be awarded in each category, as follows: 
Category 1:  Grades 10-12, First Place = $500, Second Place = $300,  

Third Place = $200 
 

Category 2:  Grades 6-9, First Place = $100, Second Place = $75,  
Third Place = $50 

 
    For further information contact: Brenda Davis at 772-770-5005 or by email at brendadavis@ircgov.com. 
�
�
�

��������������������������� Pollution Prevention-oriented Lesson Plans  
                               To teach Environmental education��

 http://www.p2rx.org/topichubs/index.cfm?page=subsection&hub_id=804&subsec_id=10    will assist teachers 
and youth leaders in preparing pollution prevention-oriented lesson plans for environmental education. It is a 
topic hub which provides a collection of multi-disciplinary resources that go beyond waste management and 
recycling to address prevention of pollution. They are presented in this "hub" format so they can be accessed at 
any time and wherever an internet connection exists, and so they can be easily updated as new resources become 
available. They also provide information and learning activities for youth and other learners.  

The topic of water quality….. 

Water is life. It covers 3/4 of the earth and makes up 2/3 of our own bodies. It is integral in the creation of 
weather and the cleansing of air, land, and plant and animal systems. Still, less than one percent of this key 
resource is usable fresh water. These links "facilitate and promote the awareness, appreciation, knowledge, and 
stewardship of water resources"….see WET (Water Education for Teachers) http://www.projectwet.org/   
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             Do You Know About the Educational Spec ial Events  ….. 

 ….such as NatureFest, Summer Camps, Brown Bag Lunch Lecture Series, and exciting guest 
speakers at the Manatee Observation and Education Center? The center’s primary purpose is to 
promote understanding and responsible actions for the fragile ecosystems of the Treasure Coast and 
their inhabitants. You can enhance your knowledge of nature and how humans interact with the 
natural systems through the center’s programs. The center offers planned educational curriculum for 
grades kindergarten through fifth on subjects such as manatees, butterflies, insects, endangered 
species, and sea turtles. They are in the process of developing curriculum for secondary students. If 
you are a teacher and would like to schedule a clas s, call (772) 466-1600, ext. 3337.  
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��� The Oxbow’s weekly guided hikes take place every Saturday at 

10 a.m. Join an Oxbow naturalist as they lead visitors along a series of trails, teaching hikers about the plants 

and animals encountered along the way. These hikes are free, but space is limited so please RSVP. �
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                                   Manatee Center E vents  
 
Wildlife Boat Tours on the Indian River Lagoon - Tuesday through Saturday at 1 pm. Feel the wind in 
your hair as you cruise on the Indian River Lagoon, aboard the Gator, a covered pontoon boat. During the 
hour and a half tour participants may catch a glimpse of fish, birds, manatees, dolphin and more. With 
Captain Barry "Chop" Lege' and his knowledgeable crew at the helm, participants will learn about birds, 
marine mammals such as dolphin and manatees, the natural and cultural history of the Indian River 



Lagoon, and the ecology and habitats of the Lagoon. Call (772) 466-1600 ext. 3071 or 3333 for additional 
information. ������������	
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               information, call (772) 462-2787.�

��������������������������������������������������

�  Encourage your school to sponsor or get involved i n a local cleanup in your area. 
• Reduce, reuse, recycle. Choose reusable items and use fewer disposable ones. 
• Keep streets, sidewalks, parking lots and storm dr ains free of trash - they can empty 
                     into our waterways and oceans.  Sweep them do not spraywash them! 
• At the beach, park or playground, dispose of all t rash in the proper receptacles or  
                     take your trash home with you.  
�  Pick up any debris you see while out.  
• Support legislation and other measures that help s tem the marine debris problem. 
• Serve as an example to others. Encourage your frie nds and family to help keep the  
                      beaches and oceans clean. 
 
 Source: http://marinedebris.noaa.gov/marinedebris101//WYCD_ student.html   



 

           The Future of the Environment - Popular Science 
(Source: Florida’s Pollution Prevention link from www.metra.org ) 
A blueprint for the eco-tropolis of the future with fresh air, pristine water and cheap energy. Plus, 48 audacious 
ideas to save the planet  
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Project Wet offers Stormwater Education Lesson Plans 
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This spinner was 
developed by SJRWMD 
for use with the 
“Incredible Journey” 
activity, and is 
available online at 
www.sjrwmd.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At this moment somewhere in the world there is a sea turtle swimming….watch one at: 
http://www.cccturtle.org/media.php?page=video 
 
 
Kids Taking Action to preserve aquatic habitats……visit the website: http://www.aquakids.tv/  – a half-hour 
program on the FOX television network (airs locally on WFLX 12:30 PM Saturdays) features young people 
taking action across the U.S. to preserve aquatic environments and wildlife.  

 

 
News for Marine Industry and Boaters  
 
 
Mark your calendars for Saturday, July 25 th….for the 2nd Annual Treasure Coast Waterway 
Cleanup .  
Take a look at our new website. Just the front page is up, but you will be able to click on the items listed on the 
left side of the page to obtain all the information you need.www.tcwaterwaycleanup.com  
For further information call April Price at 
 April Price & Associates 
1586 SE Clearbrook Street 
Pt. St. Lucie, FL 34983 
(772) 285-1646 

 
 
Check out the winners of the waterfront challenge at 
www.wfchallenge.com  
 
 
 



Adopt-A-Fishing Bin Project - Volunteers are needed to inventory monofilament recycling bins along our 
waterfronts, and place collection boxes in marine-oriented businesses. For details contact KIRB at 388-5472 
 
Clean Boater Program  – If you would like to assist in the efforts to promote this valuable program at events 
please call KIRB at 388-5472. We can educate our citizens to utilize Florida’s Clean Marinas, Boatyards & 
Retailers, safeguard the state’s waterways, and adopt environmentally-friendly practices such as using bilge 
socks, fueling collars, and good recycling habits. For more information see 
www.dep.state.fl.us/cleanmarina/boater/default.htm  
 
 
 
News for Business Sector  
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A new online system called interactive Notice of Intent (iNOI) is now available to the public.  The iNOI system allows users 
to complete, save, edit, pay for (using a credit card) and submit the following NPDES Stormwater permit 
applications/certifications online:   

�   Construction Generic Permit (CGP) 
�   Multi-Sector Generic Permit (MSGP) 
�   No Exposure Exclusion (NEX) 
�   Notice of Termination (NOT) – Even if a paper Notice of Intent was submitted.   

The system includes drop-down menus, advanced mapping features and system programming defaults to help users 
eliminate common mistakes and omissions associated with paper notices or applications.   The iNOI system also allows 
users to track, search and generate a variety of reports for NPDES Stormwater permits.  Permit-related documents 
generated by the iNOI process are issued through email. 
The use of iNOI is encouraged but voluntary.  Applicants can still submit paper notices.  To use iNOI or to learn more 
about the new system, please visit: http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/stormwater/npdes/  

If you have any questions about iNOI, please contact Shannan Bogdanov at (850) 245-7520 or by email at 
Shannan.Bogdanov@dep.state.fl.us.   

 

The State of Green Business 2009: Water Becomes the New Carbon 
By Joel Makower 
GreenBiz     Published February 3, 2009 

 
[Editor's Note: To celebrate the launch of our second annual State of Green Business Report, every day for the next two weeks, we'll be 
running through one of the big trends that are shaping the future of the greening of mainstream business. You can download the report 
for free from GreenBiz.com.]  
Water Becomes the New Carbon   
It has become eco-chic in recent years to declare that "water will be the oil of the 21st century" — an essential and limited resource, 
unevenly distributed around the world, the growing shortage of which will lead to economic power for water-rich nations and poverty for 
the rest, possibly even resource wars between the haves and have-nots. Given that, how do water-dependent companies manage in a 
world where water quality and quantity become a constraint to doing business?  
The question has remained largely theoretical, the basis of scenario and contingency planning for a handful of firms, with relatively few 
companies engaging in water strategy planning. But as the effects of climate change materialize with greater frequency, companies 
from California to Calcutta are taking a deeper dive into water efficiency, measuring and managing its use and finding ways to close the 
loop, even setting goals to become "water neutral." In that regard, water is less the "new oil" than the new carbon.  
The large beverage companies seem to be at the forefront of this wave. Anheuser-Busch announced that its company wide water use 
increased 2.4 percent over five years while its beverage production climbed about 2 percent. But thanks to a number of efficiency 



efforts, the brewer managed to reduce the amount of water used make beer, keeping its water use, well, flat. Coca-Cola is aiming for 
water neutrality. In 2007, the company developed an integrated water strategy focused on plant performance (water use efficiency, 
water quality, and wastewater treatment), watershed protection,enabling access to clean drinking water, and working to drive global 
awareness and action to address water challenges. Coke's system wide goal is to return all water used in its operations back to nature. 
Its mantra: Reduce, recycle, and replenish.  
But water efficiency is also bubbling up in other sectors. GE said it plans to cut freshwater use 20 percent, in absolute terms, through 
reuse efficiencies in its commercial and manufacturing processes. The company's learnings will be passed on to its industrial, municipal, 
and government customers. GE issued a water reuse white paper to help communities and governments boost water recycling and 
reuse. IBM announced a water management research center in the Netherlands as part of its Big Green Innovations initiative. The 
company also issued a report outlining the concept for an educational and perhaps advocacy organization focused on establishing the 
value of applying advanced sensing, information technology, and modeling to water management in the U.S.  
Some of the action on water taps into a wellspring of knowledge of how to measure the full water impacts of products. The notion of 
"embedded water" (also referred to as "virtual water") has achieved increased attention in a handful of companies. The term refers to 
the amount of water used in the production and trade of food and consumer products — again, a counterpart to the notion of embedded 
carbon. A cup of coffee, for instance, has 140 liters (about 37 gallons) of embedded water, when you consider the amount used to grow, 
produce, package, and ship the beans. A hamburger contains 2,400 liters (634 gallons). Such metrics provide new opportunities to 
better understand, manage, and reduce water use.  
(Source: http://www.greenerbuildings.com/feature/2009/02/03/green-business-2009-water-the-new-carbon ) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Environmental Awareness is Good Business for Everyone:  
Project  Demonstrates to Businesses  

that Going Green Makes More Green  
  
 

 
 

The Punta Gorda Boaters Alliance in Punta Gorda (PGBA), Florida, a group of 30 member 
organizations representing over 4000 boaters, established the innovative “KEEP A CLEAR HEAD,” 
program to encourage and reward those boaters who pump out their heads responsibly.  

The program included developing program materials, and educating the public by promoting “KEEP A 
CLEAR HEAD” on radio, television, at local yacht clubs, in newsletters and at marine festivities.  

 



 “Reward Cards” were available at local and local pump out stations. When boaters pumped out their 
heads, they were given the cards which could be redeemed for discounts at those same marinas as well 
as Porto Bella Restaurant, King Fisher Fleet, Sea Tow, Four Winds Enterprise and West Marine. 

 
This innovative program was a win for everyone. Boaters protected the environment, marine businesses 
protected the environment, and everyone was rewarded for doing the right thing.  
With the $5,000 award  PGBA received as the Southeast Regional Winner of The Interlux Waterfront 
Challenge, they will be continuing the program. 

For those people or organizations who would like to start their own program similar to this, you can 
reach Murray Thorndycraft at tcraft1@embarqmail.com 

 

 

 

 Now Available – SWPPP Template with Step-by-step I nstructions  
 
To assist industrial permit holders subject to the 2008 (yes 2008; this is not a typo) 
MSGP, EPA has recently posted a sample MSGP SWPPP T emplate and a sample Recordkeeping 
Template on the MSGP website. Industrial facilities  can use EPA’s "MSGP SWPPP Template" to 
create their own SWPPPs (Stormwater Pollution Preve ntion Plans). The Template provides 
step-by-step instructions for developing a SWPPP fo r your site, based on the requirements 
in the 2008 MSGP. All facilities must have a SWPPP completed prior to submitting their 
NOIs for coverage under the 2008 MSGP. 
  
The sample recordkeeping template includes tables a nd forms to assist industrial 
stormwater permit holders in keeping records of mon itoring, inspection, maintenance, 
visual evaluation, and corrective action activities . The template includes example routine 
facility inspection and visual evaluation forms, al ong with examples of how to track other 
information required in the 2008 MSGP. 
 
Both templates can be downloaded in Microsoft Word format from 
www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/msgp  
 
 
 
 
 
 
JOB NETWORK 
 
 
 

Paid, Career-Enhancing 2009 summer Internship  
Application deadline: March 31, 2009 
The Florida Everglades is one of a kind, and it’s d isappearing. Be part of the restoration 
solution. The Arthur R. Marshall Foundation & FL En vironmental Institute, Inc., West Palm 
Beach, is now accepting applications for a paid, ca reer-enhancing 2009 summer internship. 
This program is for undergraduates, graduate studen ts and teachers seeking professional 
development. The intensive, 11-week internship focu ses on the Florida Everglades and the 
multi-billion dollar plan to restore it. Interns ha ve gone on to earn advanced degrees in 
the environmental sciences and build careers in rel ated fields. Here is increased 
probability of job preference selection owing to a first job opportunity that is 
increasingly recognized, with 29 intern graduates m aking significant contributions.  



Dates: MAY 22 �  AUGUST 7, 2009   
*<file:///C:/DOCUME~1/WEINST~1/LOCALS~1/Temp/msohtm l1/01/clip_image002.gif> 
Learn about the history and ecology of the Florida Everglades ecosystem 
*<file:///C:/DOCUME~1/WEINST~1/LOCALS~1/Temp/msohtm l1/01/clip_image002.gif> 
Focus on the unprecedented, multi-billion effort to  save this one-of-a-kind ecosystem 
*<file:///C:/DOCUME~1/WEINST~1/LOCALS~1/Temp/msohtm l1/01/clip_image002.gif> 
Meet and dialogue with high-ranking professionals w ho are engaged in various aspects of 
Everglades Restoration  
*<file:///C:/DOCUME~1/WEINST~1/LOCALS~1/Temp/msohtm l1/01/clip_image002.gif> 
GET PAID ($2,000 stipend in $400 increments) 
Successful applicants notified by April 15, 2009 Fo r more information, please call 561-
805-8733 or email PlantCypress@aol.com < mailto:PlantCypress@aol.com >  
See www.artmarshall.org  < http://www.artmarshall.org/ >  for details and to download an 
application 
 
FDEP Environmentalist Level II Position – hourly position (no benefits) – contact John Abendroth, 850-245-
8682 
��
�
����

IRC Environmental Event Calendars  
 
 

“Water Quality & Environmental Events In IRC” Calen dar 
To enhance community awareness and organizational planning, non-profit and governmental groups (no commercial groups) 
are welcome to list their environmental  events, meetings and activities occurring inside and outside the county.  Go to 
http://www.calendar.yahoo.com. The yahoo Id is IRCwaterqualityed and the password is calendar. Once you are in the 
calendar, events are easily added by selecting the desired date and clicking on "add". Please include your name, title, 
organization name and phone number in the comments section. 
 

UF/IRC Extension Service Calendar - http://indian.ifas.ufl.edu/Calendar/2008/February_2008.htm  
 
 
 

 
 

Local Resources Related to Environmental FAQs 

Environmental contaminants and diseases - If you have questions about these environmental health issues 
call IRC’s Environmental Health Services Division 794-7440. Following are a few of the services they provide: 
Drinking Water Quality,  Emergency Response, Environmental Hazards, Environmental Safe Drinking 
Water Laboratory, Hazardous and Toxic Waste, Public Swimming Pools and Bathing Facilities, Sewage 
Disposal, Surface Water Pollution  

(Source: http://www.myirchd.org/ClinicsandServices/EnvironmentalHealth.htm ) 
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Environmental Websites  
 
 
Learning about Your Water Use Habits: A set of activities designed to help people (ages 8+) understand the 
connections between the source of the water they use and the ways their water use habits affect the environment 
and human health. http://www.epa.gov/watersense/water/drop.htm  
 
Wallet-size Mercury levels in fish reference card         http://fn.cfs.purdue.edu/fish4health/Walletcard/walletcard.htm  
Innovative solutions to tough environmental problems    www.CNN.com/solutions  
 
Carbon Footprint Calculator  – http://www.nature.org/initiatives/climatechange/calculator/ 
www.Earth911.org  
www.BuildingSoil.org 
www.recyclefloridatoday.org 
http://www.palmbeachpost.com/green/content/shared/green/index.html 
http://www.learningtogive.org/. 
Conservation  of water     http://www.sjrwmd.com/floridaswater/conservation/index.html 
Conservation Publications         
https://my.sfwmd.gov/portal/page?_pageid=1874,4165804&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL  
Estuaries           http://www.estuaries.gov/estuaries101/About/Home.aspx 
Free Software to create educational and outreach tools:  http://www.etc.cmu.edu/Global/resources/software.html  
Green Remodeling: 
                     http://www.greenhomeguide.org/documents/regreen_guidelines.pdf  

Slow Food http://www.slowfoodusa.org/index.php/slow_food/from _plate_to_planet/   

Organic Gardening & Cooking (locally)        ����������	
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� �

Top 10 Green Scholarships������ ������������	
�����
����	
�������
���
�
�	���
��
�������� ����� ����

����������	
����
����
����������� ��������������	
��������	����������
��������
�����	�	��
�� ��� �

Rain Gardens: 
      select the best plants for your site at http://www.rainkc.com/index.cfm/fuseaction/plants.search/index.htm  
Rain Barrels: http://rainkc.com/index.cfm/fuseaction/resources.links/cat_id/9/index.htm 
 
Rain Facts   �����������	
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     EPA and the U.S. Botanic Garden produced an on-l ine 9-minute video 
highlighting green techniques such as rain gardens,  green roofs and rain barrels to help 
manage stormwater runoff. To watch the video: http://www.epa.gov/nps/lid   
 
Tools for Teachers: 



              EstuaryLive! - Take your students on a free internet field trip of our nation's estuaries 
                                            http://www.estuaries.gov/estuaries101/Teachers/Home.aspx  
              Project WET  -  ������������	
����
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�������
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����������������
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��������  http://www.eeweek.org/resources/water_quality .    

              Recognition Certificates -   

                                               http://www.eeweek.org/assets/files/certificates/EEWeek_student_bwcert_form.pdf 
 

              Protecting our Watersheds   - National Standards Addressed by Protecting Our Watersheds.doc  

 
              EARTH FORCE 6-step process  -   http://www.earthforce.org/content/article/detail/574  �

              Equipping Educators with instructional resources –  
                                                                      http://www.earthforce.org/content/article/detail/1959  
 
A Sea Turtle Swimming Somewhere in the World      http://www.cccturtle.org/videoclips/greenswimming.html    

Reduce Junk Mail    ����������� ������������	
	�	���

�����������������	�� ��
 

 Do your part to save water 

        Learn how to save water inside and outside your home at www.sjrwmd.com   
 

 
 
 

Local Resources: 
Sebastian Inlet Webcam     http://www.sebastianinletcam.com/  
IRC Pond Maintenance & Environmental Water Quality http://indian.ifas.ufl.edu/Presentations/index.html 
State of Florida Department of Health/Environmental Health Division in IRC:  
������� If you have questions about environmental health issues call their office in Vero Beach at 794-7440  
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Barrier Island Sanctuary -  One and a half miles north of Sebastian Inlet, the Barrier Island Sanctuary 
Management & Education Center, 8385 South Highway A1A, Melbourne Beach, serves as the focal point for 
the Archie Carr Refuge. www.barrierislandcenter.com Open Tue-Sun 9:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m., closed Mondays.  
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Grant Deadlines 
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The Coastal Counties Restoration Initiative (CCRI) is a partnership between NACo and the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to help counties restore coastal ecosystems and remove barriers to 
fish migration.  This grant program provides financial assistance on a competitive basis for innovative high 
quality county-led or supported projects. 

Projects are community centered and work with NOAA’s Community-based Restoration Program which 
provides technical assistance in all aspects of coastal habitat restoration. Each project improves habitat for 
NOAA trust resources including marine, estuarine and diadromous fish. 

CCRI seeks to develop the capacity of county governments and their partners to promote community-based 
stewardship and enhance local watershed-based resource management. Projects are evaluated based on 
restoration and habitat improvement as well as community outreach and education. 

Our NOAA partners are also available to answer technical, scientific or monitoring questions that counties or 
other groups may have about possible projects, including the presence and activities of NOAA trust resources 
such as fish and wildlife species in a specific location. If you have a question about any of these topics, please 
contact Melanie Gange of the NOAA Community-based Restoration Program at melanie.gange@noaa.gov. 

Applications for this year’s competition are now available at the link below and are open until April 6, 2009. For 
more information, contact Carrie Clingan at (202) 942-4246 or ������������	
	�� . Inquiries may also be sent 
to ccri@naco.org. 

     
                                                 

                             April 17, 2009 – Deadline for  
                  US Fish & Wildlife Service Coastal Program   
                                       Project Proposals  

  The US Fish & Wildlife Service Coastal Program potential opportunity to partner towards common 
conservation goals is a non-regulatory, voluntary program capable of providing both technical and financial 
assistance for on-the-ground habitat restoration projects.  We are looking for project ideas and proposals to help 
us accomplish our program objectives.  The Coastal Program is an assistance program rather than a grant 
program, therefore it is important to engage in dialogue regarding project ideas prior to proposal 
submission.  This will allow us to assess the restoration needs of south Florida and ensure that proposals are 
appropriate for funding consideration.  Please contact the Coastal Program Coordinator for further details and to 
discuss project ideas (see contact information below).  
 
 
Selected projects are funded from annual appropriations to the Coastal Program.  Although project ideas may be 
developed and proposals may be submitted throughout the year, please bear in mind that our final funding 
allocations are typically distributed in mid-spring.  Therefore, in order to be considered for funding in FY 2009, 
please ensure that project proposals are submitted no later than April 17, 2009.  Projects will be evaluated by 
staff in the South Florida Ecological Services Office and those selected will enter into cooperative agreements. 
 During the cooperative agreement process, project contacts may be asked to provide additional details of the 
work to be accomplished.    
 
For further information contact: 
 
Debbie L. DeVore 
South Florida Coastal Program Coordinator 



US Fish & Wildlife Service 
1339 20th St 
Vero Beach, FL 32960-3559 
 
Phone: 772-562-3909  x324 
Fax: 772-562-4288 
Email:  Debbie_DeVore@fws.gov 
________________________________ 

  
 Possible funding for wastewater and stormwater treatment projects and  
                             stormwater retrofitting treatment projects 
 
As part of the Federal Economic Stimulus package, Florida's clean water programs are expected to receive significant 
funding for projects that can be done within the next two to three years.  It is anticipated that the State Revolving Fund will 
receive up to $400 million for wastewater and stormwater treatment projects and the Section 319 NPS grant program will 
receive up to $40 million for stormwater retrofitting treatment projects.  These are "move dirt, construction projects".  While 
much is still unknown about specifics, we need to begin planning on how we might use these funds when they become 
available.   
  
The funding will come with schedule-related requirements since the purpose of the program is to create jobs and stimulate 
the economy.  As currently envisioned, States will be required to award contracts for 25% of their funds within 90 days of 
allocation; 50% within one year; and 100% within 2 years. The matching requirements are unknown at this time - could be 
40% as in the case for regular Section 319 grants or could be less. 
  
In any case, we would appreciate receiving short abstracts of projects that you may have in the pipeline and for which you 
might apply for grant funds so we can begin planning.  Please send these to Heather Ritchie, Administrator of the 
Stormwater/Nonpoint Source Management Section at FDEP, at heather.ritchie@dep.state.fl.us within the next 45 days or 
sooner.   Contact her for an example project abstract. Thank you for your assistance.  We look forward to partnering with 
you to reduce stormwater pollution and clean up Florida's waters.  
  
Eric H. Livingston, Chief 
Bureau of Watershed Restoration 
2600 Blair Stone Rd (MS3510) 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2400 
Phone:         850/245-8430 
Cell Phone:  850/556-2554 
Fax:              850/245-8434  

 


