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     Volume 1 Number 6   August 2008                                                                          Indian River County  Pollution Reporting Hotline # 226-1888__                      
                                                          
          IRC citizens are learning and implementing proper outdoor chemical applications, revised disposal methods, and erosion control  
               techniques to avoid contaminating all water that runs off their properties. Property water runoff from urban areas and  
                   construction activities are the most significant pollution contributors. Through self-awareness, implementing new 
                        behaviors, motivating others, and reporting waste disposed into storm drains and water bodies, 
                              IRC citizens will “Turn the Tide” of polluted property water runoff from  reaching our oceans. 
 

 
Your Behaviors Affect Your Water  
         
Yes, this article is all about you, so read on…… 
 
There are two types of water pollution:  
Point source pollution is when harmful materials are put directly into the water from a source that can be 
identified like pollution coming from a large industrial plant. 
Nonpoint source pollution is when harmful substances are indirectly put into the water through changes in the 
environment.  For example, heavy rains carry fertilizer from a home into the Indian River Lagoon.   
 
Nonpoint source pollution is more difficult to control more than point source pollution. The majority of water 
pollution comes from non-point sources (homeowner and construction properties) carried by stormwater runoff. 
Pollution from non-point sources can only be reduced by individuals changing their own behaviors: reduce 
the amount of water and pollutants “running off your property”- all the time not just when it rains.. 
 
What behaviors can you change? See http://oceanservice.noaa.gov/education/kits/pollution/016youcando.html  
 
        Join your neighbor in keeping Indian River beautiful,  
        Diane Wilson, IRC Stormwater Educator 

P.S. Teachers, would you like to have The Perfect Tackle Box for Educators including lesson plans, resources and 
more (see Students & Teachers section)?�
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NEWS FOR EVERYONE…. 
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Non-point Pollution: A variety of human activities have the potential to pollute your ground and surface water 
resources -- that pollution is called nonpoint source, which means it comes from many different points of origin. 
These human activities, such as improper fertilizing techniques or washing the car on pavement, increase the 
amount and speed of water runoff and contribute pollutants to the runoff that end up in surface waters or can 
infiltrate into groundwater. If pollutants from these nonpoint sources are in high enough concentrations, the 
surface or groundwater may become impaired. In Florida, stormwater runoff from urban areas and construction 
activities are two of the most significant categories of nonpoint source pollution. 

Stormwater Runoff is non-point pollution 
Stormwater runoff is water resulting from rain that runs off surfaces such as rooftops, paved streets, highways 
and parking lots. Along the way, the water may pick up and transport contaminants including motor oils, 
gasoline, antifreeze, and brake dust (commonly found on pavements), fertilizers and pesticides (found on 
landscaped areas), and soil sediments (from farms and construction sites). The water eventually flows into a 
local stream, river or lake, or into a storm drain/ditch and continues through storm pipes until it is released 
untreated into a local waterbody. Stormwater runoff results in significant pollution to surface water (lakes, 
canals, IRL, oceans) affecting recreation such as swimming and aquatic life use support.  

IRC Stormwater Division educates citizens in the ways they can prevent contributing pollutants into stormwater 
and reduce runoff from their property. 
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Calypso 
I am an adult female hawksbill sea turtle. I was encountered false crawling on July 29, 
2007 on Lovers Beach, a beach on the island of Nevis. Being a grazing animal, I help the 
eco-system by  cutting the seagrass short which helps to maintain the health of the sea 
grass beds (which serves as a nursery for 80% of the aquatic animals). Dune vegetation 

is able to grow and become stronger with the presence of nutrients from the eggs that I lay. As the dune 
vegetation grows stronger and healthier, the health of the entire beach/dune ecosystem becomes better. 
http://www.cccturtle.org/adoptaturtle.php  

 



 

A POLLUTION SOLUTION TIP 

           Learn about the effects of Pet Waste  on the environment  
                                   through this 5- minute video    
            http://www.stormwater.ucf.edu/research/H2O4U_p3_pup py_videos.htm   

 An animated educational video that teaches people of all ages about Pointless Personal  Pollution. When pet 
waste occurs on your yard the proper disposal method is to bury it 5” below the surface in an area away from 
playgrounds, septic tanks and gardens. 
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PROPERTY WATER RUNOFF 
 
When people hear the word “stormwater” in Florida their mind instantly switches to the “Hurricane” mode. But 
the environmental professionals are not referring to downpours of water. An amount as small as a half-inch of 
water traveling on a non-porous surface (asphalt/cement surface such as a parking lot, road, driveway, sidewalk) 
carries 90% of contaminants in its path to the closest water body since in Florida they are located lower than 
land. 
 
In addition to rain, there are other sources of runoff from properties, thus I am moving away from using the 
environmental reference of “stormwater” when I talk with the public. A more accurate reference is “property 
water runoff.” Runoff can be generated by a hose used while washing a vehicle, excess irrigation, or the 
elimination of pool water by an unaware homeowner who doesn’t know the proper disposal methods. 
 
 
 Report ANY Waste Disposed into Stormdrains and Water Bodies  
 
Do you know what pollutants are released unfiltered and untreated into the IRL and on the beaches at Sexton 
Plaza and Humiston Park?  
 
In addition to the pollutants picked up by property water runoff  generated by rain and non-rain sources) before 
it enters a storm drain, studies have shown that discharges from a storm drain system often include wastes and 
wastewater from other sources, referred to as illicit discharges.  These discharges are ‘illicit’ (not legally 
permitted) because municipal storm sewer systems are not designed to accept, process, or discharge such wastes. 
 
In other words, polluted water makes it into our waterways and ocean in the same form as 
people put it into the storm sewer system. Citizens cannot rely on thinking that the contaminants are 
filtered out. The presence of the county’s new Main Relief Canal control system, to begin operation this fall, 
will not permit people to dispose of pollutants. Though the Main Relief Canal Pollution Control System will 
remove small suspended matter from almost one-half of the Indian River Farms Water Control District’s canal 
water, it is only one of three major canals in the county. In addition to being released into canals, storm sewage 
water, polluted by stormwater runoff and illicit discharges, is also released unfiltered and untreated by 
stormwater outfalls at our beaches. Citizens are encouraged not to dispose of anything in their garbage disposal, 
sink and toilets that is not of a natural substance. Artificial chemicals cannot be captured nor treated through a 
septic tank and sewage treatment plant. 
 
 



Sources of illicit discharges can include sanitary wastewater illegally connected to the storm drain system; 
effluent from septic tanks; car wash, laundry, and other industrial wastewaters; improper disposal of auto and 
household toxics, such as used motor oil and pesticides; and spills from roadways. 
 
Illicit discharges enter the system through either direct connections (e.g., wastewater piping either mistakenly or 
deliberately connected to the storm drains) or indirect connections (e.g., infiltration into the storm sewer system 
from cracked sanitary systems, spills collected by drain outlets, and paint or used oil dumped directly into a 
drain). The result is untreated discharges that contribute high levels of pollutants, including heavy metals, toxics, 
oil and grease, solvents, nutrients, viruses and bacteria into receiving waterbodies (i.e., our Indian River Lagoon, 
and ultimately the Atlantic Ocean). 
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August 2 – Opening of The Children’s Museum of the Treasure Coast at Indian Riverside Park, 1707 NE 
Indian River Drive, Jensen Beach FL 34957    After 10 years of planning, designing and preparing , 
The Children’s Museum of the Treasure Coast in Jens on Beach is preparing to open phase 
one. They just hired their first program coordinato r Olivia Labrador, formerly with The Young 
at Art Museum in Davie. They are open to incorporat ing educational programs at the museum. 
Send Renee an email if you're interested. Contact t hem if you would like to get on their 
newsletter mailing list…..  

Renee Booth, Executive Director 
The Children's Museum of the Treasure Coast 
PO Box 2147 
Stuart FL 34995 
772-225-7575 
www.childrensmuseumtc.org  

 
 
 
 

Request Local Suppliers to Stock Biodegradable Lures 
When you lose a soft plastic lure on the river bottom or when a fish breaks it off your line you may be 
unknowingly contributing to a growing problem. Most soft plastic baits sold today are not biodegradable, they 
do not readily breakdown in the environment. They can be picked up by fish and other aquatic life, and 
mistakenly eaten as food which seriously harms the ability of these animals to feed and grow. The physical 
presence of the lures cover important habitat and may release cancer causing chemicals called phthalates. With 
the increased popularity of fishing with soft plastic lures and a year-round fishing season, these persistent 
pollutants can accumulate.  
 
Several companies are now offering biodegradable versions that in some cases may be even more effective than 
original soft plastics. Advanced Angler Technology (AAT), Berkley and Food Source Lures produce baits that 
can break down in as little as three weeks and can be safely eaten by fish with no ill effects. The prices for the 
lures are also very competitive with current soft plastics. If your local supplier does not stock biodegradable 
lures, request that they order some for you. In the meantime, the lures are readily available from online 
suppliers. If you are a member of a fishing club, suggest that the use of biodegradable lures become club policy 
and that the club work with local suppliers to ensure that they stock them in their stores. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Follow-up to the IRC Environmental Learning Center Fire… 
After 14 years in the prior buildings, the ELC staff learned what building features worked best and will 
incorporate those into the new Wet Lab and Classroom being designed by architect, Clem Schaub. Money to 
rebuild, create new exhibits, and purchase equipment is needed most at this time.  Please send your check made 
payable to "ELC Fire Fund" to ELC 255 Live Oak Drive, Vero Beach, FL 32963  or make a contribution online 
at www.DiscoverELC.org. After reconstruction, the ELC will be better than ever! 
 
 
 
September 20 – Save the date for Ocean Conservancy's International Coastal Cleanup  (see 
www.oceanconservancy.org for details) Hundreds of thousands of people will descend on beaches, lakes, and 
streams all over the world to remove trash and debris — on land and under the water. Volunteers of all ages 
from every continent will form the largest one-day volunteer event on behalf of clean oceans and waterways — 
Ocean Conservancy's International Coastal Cleanup.  
Pollution prevention is the key. Ocean Conservancy's International Coastal Cleanup isn't just about pollution 
cleanup — it's also about pollution prevention. The event focuses on educating and empowering people to 
become a part of the marine debris solution. What makes the International Coastal Cleanup unique is its data 
collection (for research) component.  
 
 
 
October 23, 8:30 – 4 pm,  Second Annual Treasure Coast Green Conference. Location: the Havert L. Fenn 
(Civic) Center - the new $14 million, 62,575 square foot special needs shelter which is in the same location as 
SLC’s previous Civic Center at the intersection of Virginia Avenue and 25 Street - @ ½ mile east of US #1. The 
conference fee - $65. For more information email info@treasurecoastgreen.com or call (321) 971-1960. The 
program will consist of creative real-world solutions to current economic and development challenges, 
innovative projects, and progressive public policies that make sustainable development possible and profitable. 
 
Right here in Florida….. 
The Univ. of Central Florida has the biggest and best….. 
 

 



 

In its mission of protecting the state’s valuable natural resources, the UCF Stormwater Management 
Academy lab houses the largest rain simulator in the world consisting of an 8-foot-wide by 30-foot-
long arrangement of pipes connected to a 1,500-gallon water tank.  The water runs onto a bed of soil 
that can be set at different slopes to study runoff. The simulator can release up to the equivalent of 20 
inches of rain an hour.”  In Florida, we can get up to 20 inches an hour in short bursts,” said academy 
director Marty Wanielista, who called the simulator the “centerpiece” of the new lab located near the 
Robinson Observatory. 

The simulator allows researchers to study how water falls on different surfaces, how it runs off and 
how it dislodges particles that can become sediment, clog up drains and pollute surface and ground 
waters.“ This is the only simulator we know of that can reproduce the drop size and intensity of rainfall 
common to semi-tropical areas and also northern rainfall,” he added. 

The lab also includes 16 chambers in which researchers are experimenting with different plants and 
other materials that can be used on green roofs. Green roofs feature vegetation on roof tops that help 
to reduce storm-water runoff and energy costs while also beautifying buildings. 

UCF’s first green roof was installed on the Student Union expansion in 2004. The Stormwater 
Management Academy continues to monitor the success of the roof, which was established as part of 
a pilot study conducted with the state Department of Environmental Protection. 

Another outdoor feature of the storm-water lab involves different types of pervious materials, such as 
recycled rubber and paver blocks. Researchers want to monitor materials that are strong enough to 
handle truck traffic while allowing water to go straight through them instead of becoming run off. 
Support for the stormwater labs comes primarily from the state Department of Transportation and 
Department of Environmental Protection. 

 

 

NEWS FOR HOMEOWNERS (and HOA Leaders) 

 

 

“You’ll Never Have to Mow Again”  
Got your attention didn’t I?   
 
Go to the Native Plants Society website http://www.fnps.org/ and learn how using native plants and 
wildflowers in place of maintaining a yard can save  you time, money, water and frustration. 
Learn how this helps butterflies and wildlife while reducing pollution to the Lagoon.  
 
For those who still have lawns to mow remember to: 

�  set your mower wheel heights such that they cut only the top 1/3 of the grass height 
�  change your mowing pattern each time 
�  NEVER BLOW YOUR CLIPPINGS INTO THE STREET 

 
 
 



 
EXAMPLE OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL CRIME: 
 

DEP AGENTS INVESTIGATE WASTE BURIAL SITE  
-Two month investigation leads to search warrant-  

VOLUSIA COUNTY- Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) law enforcement agents served a 
search warrant on a Volusia County resident on June 25 for crushing and burying cathode ray tubes (CRTs), picture 
tubes from televisions and computers, on his property. Robbin Griffiths has been the subject of a felony investigation 
for the improper storage and disposal of hazardous waste, a third degree felony, punishable by up to five years 
imprisonment and/or a fine of up to $5,000.  
“This search warrant was the product of a two month investigation by the Bureau of Environmental Investigations in 
coordination with the Ormond Beach Police Department's Neighborhood Improvement Division,” said DEP Division 
of Law Enforcement Director Henry Barnet. “With their assistance, DEP agents were able to solve the crime quickly 
and efficiently.” For more information about DEP’s Division of Law Enforcement, visit www.dep.state.fl.us/law. 
 
 
 DEP’s Division of Law Enforcement is responsible for statewide environmental law enforcement. Agents 
investigate environmental crimes and illegal dredge and fill activities (such as construction sites) and 
respond to natural disasters, civil unrest, hazardous material incidents and oil spills that can threaten the 
environment.  
 
Report environmental crimes requiring 
           immediate attention such as hazardous waste spills, call 911    
(???? Awaiting approval confirmation from the IRC Sheriff’s Office to promote 911  if not then promote  
“call the DEP State Warning Point phone (877) 2-SAVE-FL (1.877.272.8335), wireless customers phone  
#DEP. ) 
 
           non-immediate attention such as dredge and fill activities, erosion sightings call IRC Pollution 
Hotline 772-226-1888 (we are working on obtaining *IRC  for wireless customers to dial: it is not current at this 
time). 
 
 
 
 
Eating Fish in Florida 
(Source: http://www.doh.state.fl.us/floridafishadvice/2007eng_final_fish_eating_guide.pdf 
 
Review the list of water bodies in this Florida Department of Health brochure to learn which fish can be 
consumed regularly and which should be avoided. 

�  Seafood low in mercury include shrimp, canned light tuna, salmon, pollock, and catfish 
�  How much fish is considered a meal portion? A meal is 6 ounces of cooked fish. 
�  Some marine species, such as mullet, snappers, pompano, flounder, 
          and dolphin, are also generally low in mercury.  

 
 
The Construction Industry 
 
TRAIN YOUR STAFF with a 5 minute video. This is worth your time and theirs… 
                    Do you know the major pollutant to the IRL?  
                    Soil.  Why soil?  
                   Consider showing the following 5 minute video to your staff:  
                   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=76sqH9Q9GS8&NR=1    
                   Summary: It shows how soil erosion occurs on a job site and how it is 



                                    detrimental to the environment. 
 
  
  
  
 
 
 
RULE MODIFICATION (submitted by Jo Moore, Enviro. Dir., Ranger Construction Industries, 772-464-6460) 
 
(6/13/2008) Federal - Final Regulations - NPDES 
40 CFR 122 - National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Water Transfers Rule 
EPA has issued a regulation to clarify that water transfers are not subject to regulation under the National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permitting program. This rule defines water transfers as an activity that 
conveys or connects waters of the United States without subjecting the transferred water to intervening 
industrial, municipal, or commercial use. 
This modification would mean that if we are working within a water body and need to move water around our 
work site (dam the west end and pump water around to the east end) ... than the transferred water is not 
subject to regulation.  SFWMD got into a big tangle with EPA over this and this is part of the clarification. 
 
 
 
Stormwater inspection records are required to validate inspections are done within 24 hours of EVERY 
stormwater event and a minimum of every 7 days.  
 
Stormwater Inspector Certification classes, held for free all year around the state of Florida, are listed at 
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/nonpoint/erosion.htm. Address questions to the DEP ��������	��
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Policy Break Through - New York State Invests In NY C Green Roof Infrastructure  
On June 24, 2008, the New York State Legislature ad opted legislation that will provide US $4.50 
per square foot investment in green roofs to help m anage stormwater and reduce the urban 
heat island in New York City.  The legislation is t he result of years of effort by a wide range of 
local and national organizations, researchers and p rovides an excellent model for other cities 
facing similar challenges.  Congratulations to Sust ainable South Bronx and the Storm Water 
Infrastructure Matters (SWIM) coalition for this ma jor break through.  See www.greenroofs.org  
or www.ssbx.org  or www.swimmablenyc.info  for more info.  
 
 

METRA Meetings are held at 3:00 p.m., on the second Wednesday of every month typically at the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection's Central District office in Orlando however it is advisable to check 
www.metra.org <www.metra.org for meeting locations. There are no fees or dues to join METRA. Everyone is 
encouraged to come and participate. Remember, everybody shares and everybody benefits. See the Calendar of 
Events at (http://metra.org/ ). The mission of METRA (Metropolitan Environmental Training Alliance) is to 
promote environmental excellence through training and partnerships. METRA was established in 1998 by the 
leaders of Orange and Seminole Counties, the City of Orlando,  the Greater Orlando Aviation Authority , Reedy 
Creek Improvement District and the DEP Central District . Contact METRA to be added to their email 
distribution list. 

August 3 – 7, 2008 the world’s largest stormwater conference, The North American Surface Water 
Quality Conference and Exposition at the Orlando World Center Marriott Resort. You wi ll learn the most current 
techniques and practices for meeting your stormwater compliance challenges from people with practical, hands-on experience. 
You can also learn from the stormwater-related products, services, and technology exhibitors. www.StormCon.com 



 
November 5, 2008   METRA’s FREE Environmental Excellence Day, to be held at the Sea World Ports 
O’ Call facility in Orlando.   Attended by environmental stakeholders from across the state, this workshop has become 
METRA’s flagship event, combining a full day of expert environmental training, hot-topic presentations, a complimentary 
luncheon, exhibits, and prize drawings. The featured theme this year will be water conservation and feature a prominent guest 
speaker.   
 
 
PlanetReuse.com is the world's first Web site that connects buyers and sellers of reused and reclaimed 
construction materials and equipment and allows them to purchase products with integrated shipping online, per 
http://www.eponline.com/articles/60262  
 
Concrete washout issues … EPA is targeting construction sites to insure that there is no violation of the 
NPDES requirements. Those who are in violation are being hauled away in handcuffs. Please make an extra 
effort to ensure your staff is informed and you are making specific plans to handle concrete washout.  
Contractors and concrete producers must wash out the chutes in order to prevent any concrete from spilling onto 
the streets. Simple solution for small amounts of washout is a designated pit (sign) lined with plastic – remove 
and haul off when dried.  Make sure this activity is located AWAY from streams and water bodies.  There are 2 
potential pollutants in washout.  1 = pH issues.  2 = Selenium 6 (toxic). Any questions….look at the EPA and 
DEP websites. 
 
Learn new practices and implement them project by project: http://www.wwn-online.com/articles/50888/  
 
 
 
Students & Teachers  
 

 

 
Recommended Reading To Children (Adults enjoy it too!) 
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Physh Ed  -  Bringing Fishing and Boating to Schools 
 
Teachers (PE, Science and Math, homeschool): 
Looking for Activities to Encourage Students with A Healthy Leisure Lifestyle ?  Fishing and boating are ideal 
ways to actively engage your students. The lesson may occur in a physical education class, providing students 
with the skills that they’ll enjoy for a lifetime; as a great way of conveying complicated life or aquatic science 
lessons; or imagine using casting or boating as a way to introduce and reinforce algebra and physics.  
 Through a partnership with the Recreational Boating and Fishing Foundation, the Future Fisherman Foundation 
is able to offer grant funds through the Physh Ed program to enable physical education teachers to integrate 
fishing and boating activities into their classrooms. Parents, consider forwarding this information to your 
children’s teachers. Resources are available for download at http://www.rbff.org/page.cfm?pageID=231  
�
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Students from Singapore and from Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, U.S.A., came together as a group, Earth 
Buddies/Squads for Environmental Education� for � K ids,� to create a website about the environment, 
http://library.thinkquest.org/06aug/00442/whatsup.htm They wanted to make a site that would motivate teams of 
students to take action and make changes to save the environment. Through their research they learned there 
are both simple things people can do and more complicated projects.  Learn about the problems facing our 
environment, solutions to those problems, and steps kids can take to make a difference. Many pages include a 
section called "Around the Globe" which includes information from as many different countries as possible (not 
just our own). Also included are movies, quizzes, and games for kids who learn better through those types 
of media.  
�
�
�

 Caribbean Conservation Corporation is excited to announce Tour de Turtles, their 
first annual marathon migration tracking event during the month of August. Tour de Turtles is a fun and 
educational journey through the science, research and geography of sea turtle migration using satellite telemetry. 
This journey follows the marathon migration of eight sea turtles, representing four different species, from their 
nesting beaches to their foraging grounds.  

Sea turtles, which have existed for over 100 million years, suddenly are struggling to survive. This extinction 
process is the result unnatural things people are allowing to “runoff” the land when it rains, called stormwater 
runoff. It is possible that a world in which sea turtles can not survive may soon become a world in which 
humans struggle to survive. If, however, we learn from our mistakes and begin changing our individual 
polluting behaviors, we can possibly save sea turtles from extinction. In the process, we will be saving one of 
the earth's most mysterious and time-honored creatures and just maybe saving ourselves too.  

Encourage others to follow along to find out how long it takes each sea turtle to complete a marathon migration 
of 2,620 km. Each turtle will be swimming for a cause to raise awareness about a specific threat to sea turtles. 
You can get involved by supporting a turtle to help raise awareness about their cause. Tour de Turtles is a 
multimedia experience featuring interactive online maps, videos, games and educational activities. We hope you 
“tune in” to see the marathon migrations of these ancient mariners. http://www.cccturtle.org/  

 
 
 
Now  through November 5th – vie for the $25,000 award offered by the www.wfchallenge.com competition by 
conceiving and implementing a totally unique volunteer project improving any waterfront 
 
Kids Taking Action to preserve aquatic habitats……visit the website: http://www.aquakids.tv/  – a half-hour 
program on the FOX television network (airs locally on WFLX 12:30 PM Saturdays) features young people 
taking action across the U.S. to preserve aquatic environments and wildlife.  
 



Summer of 2008…….The Children’s Museum of the Treasure Coast, 1707 NE Indian River Drive, Jensen 
Beach. The entire building will be used as an exhibit explaining “green” features with interactive displays and 
animated virtual tours designed to teach children and their parents the merits of sustainable building design, 
function and technology.  Visit www.childrensmuseumtc.com for more information. 

 

 
News for Marine Industry and Boaters  
 
 
A Grand Success….The 1st Tri-County Waterway Clean-up held on July 19. Indian River 
County citizens (along with Martin and St. Lucie residents) conducted the first cleanup specifically 
concentrating on the waterways, spoil islands and area canals. This event was sponsored by the Florida 
Inland Navigation District and coordinated by The Marine Industries Association of the Treasure Coast 
(MIATC).   
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The Law of the Sea   
Living on a peninsula surrounded by water on 3 sides, Floridians have an interest in access to and use of the 
oceans around them. The ‘freedom of the seas’ concept, developed by the 17th century Dutch jurist Cornelius 
Bynkershoek limited national rights to the ocean to the belt of water extending three nautical miles from a 
nation’s coastline, according to the ‘cannon shot’ rule. All waters beyond that boundary were considered 
‘international’ waters – free to all nations, but belonging to none of them.  
In 1945, President Harry Truman, responding in part to pressure from domestic oil interests, invoked the 
international law principle of a nation’s right to protect its natural resources and established full United States 
territorial control over bays & harbors along the coast. Soon after World War II, several nations joined the 
U.S. in extending their territorial seas out to 12 nautical miles.  
 
By 1967, 66 nations had set a 12-mile territorial limit and 8 had set a 200-mile limit. The U.S. Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ) which extends 200 miles seaward was established by a presidential proclamation in 
1983. 
 
As the international community recognized the need for updating the ‘freedom of the seas’ doctrine to take into 
account technological changes affecting man’s relationship to ocean resources, the United Nations convened the 
Law of the Sea Conference from 1973 to 1982. The conference culminated in the adoption of the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), also known as the Law of the Sea Treaty. The Convention 
came into force in 1994. Today, 155 nations have ratified the Treaty while the US, along with 66 other 
nations, has consented only to the portions of the Convention relating to the conservation and 
management of straddling fish stock (fish populations that straddle the boundary between a country’s 
exclusive economic zone and the high seas beyond), and stocks of highly migratory fish stocks that have a wide 
geographic distribution, and migrate significant and variable distances across oceans for feeding or 
reproduction.  Source: http://ct.gov/dep/lib/dep/long_island_sound/soundout/sound_outlook_february_2008.pdf   



 
 
Adopt-A-Fishing Bin Project - Volunteers are needed to inventory monofilament recycling bins along our 
waterfronts, and place collection boxes in marine-oriented businesses. For details contact KIRB at 388-5472 
 
Clean Boater Program  – If you would like to assist in the efforts to promote this valuable program at events 
please call KIRB at 388-5472. We can educate our citizens to utilize Florida’s Clean Marinas, Boatyards & 
Retailers, safeguard the state’s waterways, and adopt environmentally-friendly practices such as using bilge 
socks, fueling collars, and good recycling habits. For more information see 
www.dep.state.fl.us/cleanmarina/boater/default.htm  
 
 
 
News for Business Sector  
 
 
Important Things to Remember: 
1.     Keep your business neat and clean – it saves time and money and prevents pollution. 
2.     Protect your storm drain inlets from pollution of any kind. 
3.     Be prepared! Keep spill cleanup materials easily accessible. 
4.     Use dry methods to clean up spills whenever possible.  
                Never wash spills down the storm drain. 
 5.     Train staff regularly on these practices. 
 6.     Pick up litter daily. Maintain the sidewalk in front of your business so that it is free 
               of litter and dirt. Don’t wash into street or storm drain 
 7.     Provide enough trash receptacles for customers and employees.  
              All outdoor receptacles must be covered. 
 8.     Mercury contaminates fish making them unsafe to eat. Properly dispose of hazardous  
               waste and recycle all mercury-containing products including fluorescent lamps,  
               light bulbs, manometers, thermostats, switches, and batteries. 
  9.   Do not over water. Maintain sprinklers to avoid pavement watering. 
10.   Clean up grass clippings or place them back on your grass.  
                 Don’t dispose of grass clippings into street or in storm drain. 
11.    Do not rinse waste containers or areas to storm drain. 
12.    Don’t direct any wash or rinse water to a gutter, street or storm drain. 
 
 
 
JOB NETWORK 
 
Instructor/Master Instructor – Science, Clark Advanced Learning Center (“A High School for the Digital Age”) at 
Indian River State College (Chastain Campus). Instructing 10th, 11th, and 12th grade students including dual 
enrollment courses. Minimum requirements: Bachelor’s degree in Science, four (4) years of verifiable teaching 
experience and/or equivalent work experience; and meet the appropriate credentialing requirements for Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS) accreditation. 
 
 
Biology Adjuncts – Indian River State College (formerly IRCC) 
General Biology and Microbiology instructors needed for the Fall semester.  Minimum requirements are a 
Master's degree with 18 graduate hours in the subject area.   For more information contact Sherry Bowen 
[sbowen@ircc.edu] 
 
NPDES Education & Certification Coordinator,   DEP - Nonpoint Source Management Section, Tallahassee, FL 
850/245-8294 
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IRC Environmental Event Calendar  
 
 
To enhance community awareness and organizational planning, non-profit and governmental groups (no commercial groups) 
are welcome to list their environmental  events, meetings and activities occurring inside and outside the county.  Go to 
http://www.calendar.yahoo.com. The yahoo Id is IRCwaterqualityed and the password is calendar. Once you are in the 
calendar, events are easily added by selecting the desired date and clicking on "add". Please include your name, title, 
organization name and phone number in the comments section. 
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Environmental Websites  
 
http://fn.cfs.purdue.edu/fish4health/Walletcard/walletcard.htm - a wallet-size reference chart listing fish 
according to high, low and moderate mercury levels.  
www.CNN.com/solutions, profiles innovative solutions to tough environmental problems 
Carbon Footprint Calculator – http://www.nature.org/initiatives/climatechange/calculator/ 
www.Earth911.org  
www.BuildingSoil.org 
www.recyclefloridatoday.org 
http://www.palmbeachpost.com/green/content/shared/green/index.html 
http://www.learningtogive.org/. 
�

 
 
 
 
Grant Deadlines 
 
 
 
October 31, 2008 – Application deadline for Community-based Marine Debris Prevention and Removal 
Project Grants.  National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) grants, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, Department of Commerce Funding Opportunity #: 
NMFS-HCPO-2009-2001501  (submitted by: LaMartina, Kathryn [klamart@sfwmd.gov]  
�
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