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     Volume 2  Number 7  September 2009                                                                                   Indian River County Pollution Reporting Hotline # 226-1888                      

View past issues on the IRC stormwater website at www.ircgov.com/stormwater    
 
          IRC citizens are learning and implementing proper outdoor chemical applications, revised disposal methods, and erosion control  
               techniques to avoid contaminating all water that runs off their properties. Property water runoff from urban areas and  
                   construction activities are the most significant pollution contributors. Through self-awareness, implementing new 
                        behaviors, motivating others, and reporting waste disposed into storm drains and water bodies, 
                              IRC citizens are “Turning the Tide” of polluted property water runoff fr om reaching our oceans. 
 

�

Looking at water as a resource 
Versus a cleaning system and waste product 

                                                                      

    Stormwater runoff does NOT go to a treatment plant  
                                                  …like sewer water does. 

   

Stormwater runoff simply flows into our ponds, lakes, and wetlands UNTREATED. Stormdrains are not connected to the 
sewer system. Many people do not realize that their daily activities contribute to the deterioration of the waters of Indian 
River County. Rainwater picks up litter, yard waste, lawn fertilizers, pesticides, pet waste, automotive fluids and other 
harmful substances, and then flows into our storm drains causing our waters to become polluted. Improper handling and 
disposal of materials that create a discharge to a storm drain is illegal. Both the property owner and contractors employed 
by them are responsible and subject to civil and criminal prosecution. 

The goal of each Indian River County citizen is to decrease nonpoint source pollution*(see article pg. 3), thereby 
improving water quality. Indian River County community members are becoming more aware of the pollution potential of 
common land activities and the direct links between these activities, rainfall runoff, storm drains, and our local water 
resources. Specific steps to adapt our common land activities to having less pollution-potential are called Best 
Management Practices (BMPs). Stormwater BMPs are driven by the idea of treating water as a resource, not as a 
waste product. This ideological shift is paving the way for our adoption of new aesthetics and behaviors. Try your hand 
on the “EnviroScape” stormwater demonstration model and learn more about pollution prevention at the free 
“National Estuary Day” celebration at Harbor Branch  Discovery Center Sat. Sept 26 (see article within this 
newsletter).  Each of us contributes to the problem without even realizing it - even when using cleaning products labeled 
“nontoxic” (product is not toxic to the user) and “biodegradable” (product will eventually break down). For more 
information on proper handling and disposal of residential and commercial materials see www.ircgov.com/stormwater .   
 
Your actions support the way you value water.  Join your IRC neighbors in treating water as a resource, not as a 
waste product,  
 
                 Diane Wilson, IRC Stormwater Education Coordinator   
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MEDIA TO WATCH: OPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN ABOUT STORMW ATER 
 

        Radio - WTTP 1490 am 
 Each Tuesday @ 8:50 am  Sr. Stormwater Inspector & Enforcement Coord., Todd Tardif, reports from Main Relief Canal 
 1st Wed/month @ 8:50 am Stormwater Education Coordinator, Diane Wilson, presents overview of monthly newsletter 
 
       Television -  IRC Government TV Channel 27 and  www.ircgov.com/video  
         Continuous Public Services Announcements are run throughout the day 
 
        Newspaper – Vero Press Journal 
              Last Thursday/month – look for the stormwater section on the “Earth Matters” educational page  
 
        Magazine – Vero Beach Magazine 
                  Each month a Public Service Advertisement is published 
                   

�
 

�

�
������
��������������
�������������������������������

Indian River’s Commitment  
To One of its Greatest Assets, Water 

Indian River County staff, residents and businesses are committed to the idea of treating water as a 
resource, not as a waste product by using stormwater BMPs (Best Management Practices) in their daily 
activities. Only rain (stormwater) goes down the stormdrain, thus only the minimum amount of non-
contaminated stormwater runoff should leave a property. Ways to minimize and prevent contaminating 
stormwater by implementing BMPs are available at www.ircgov.com/stormwater . 



 
 
 
 

The Definition of Illicit Discharge and/or Connection 
 No person shall drain, deposit, place, or otherwise  discharge or cause to be discharged into 
the County’s MS4 (multi-sector sewer system: swales , stormdrains, canals, ponds, lagoon), 
any discharge that is not composed entirely of stor mwater. 
 
Exceptions: If the discharge is composed of one or more of the following categories of discharges 
then it is not considered an illicit discharge: 
  1. A discharge authorized by, and in full compliance with, an NPDES permit; 
  2. A discharge or flow resulting from fire fighting by the Fire Department; 
  3. Waterline flushing if the water does not contain harmful quantities of total residual chlorine or 
                  any other chemicals used in disinfection; 
  4. Lawn watering or landscape irrigation; 
  5. Diverted stream flows; 
  6. Uncontaminated groundwater infiltration (as defined at 40 CFR35.2005(20) as “Water other than 
                wastewater that enters a sewer system (including sewer service connections and 
                foundation drains) from the ground through such means as defective pipes, pipe joints,  
                connections, or manholes. Infiltration does not include, and is distinguished from, inflow”); 
  7. Uncontaminated discharge from a foundation drain, crawl space pump, or footing drain; 
  8.  Flow from a potable water source if the flow does not contain any harmful substance or material  
                from the cleaning or draining of a storage tank or other container; 
  9. Air conditioning condensate; 
10. Water from individual residential car washing*; 
11. Dechlorinated private swimming pool discharges; 
12. Water from street sweeping operations; 
13. A discharge or flow of uncontaminated stormwater or groundwater from an excavation. 
 
NOTE  *These guidelines are still applicable even when using cleaning products labeled “nontoxic” and    
              “biodegradable.” “Nontoxic” means the product is not toxic to the user. “Biodegradable” means the  
                product will eventually break down.  
 

REMEMBER TO KEEP YOUR EYES OPEN FOR POLLUTION …………Indian River County is required 
to inspect and document potentially illicit connections and discharges to its storm water drainage system and/or 
waters of the state. Improper handling and disposal of materials that creates a discharge to a storm sewer system 
is illegal. The company and/or property owner and individuals responsible are subject to civil and criminal 
prosecution. 

WITHIN PRIVATE DEVELOPMENTS: 
If an illicit discharge occurs within a private development, the County Public Works Department has no 
jurisdiction. When you observe an illicit discharge in a private development call one or more of the following 
agencies: St. John’s River Water Management District’s Compliance Manager, Janice Unger at 321-676-6600; 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection at 1-877-272-8335; and the appropriate local law enforcement 
agency. Homeowner Associations are encouraged to order free 16-page easy to read booklets for their board and 
residents: “Neighborhood Guide to Stormwater Systems,” available at 
http://www.sjrwmd.com/publications/index.html . This booklet explains why stormwater ponds are important 
and details how to maintain ponds. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
WITHIN UNINCORPORATED COUNTY LIMITS  
When an illicit discharge occurs within a County road right-of-way or on other County property, the 
County will actively attempt to stop the illegal activity. When you observe an illicit discharge Monday – 
Friday between 8 am – 5 pm on County property, call the Indian River County Pollution Reporting System at 
772-226-1888 (Sprint/Nextel customers dial #IRC) or online, www.ircgov.com/stormwater ; after normal 
working hours call the appropriate local law enforcement agency (on County land call the IRC Sheriff’s 
Department or in a specific city call the related city police department). Any questions or concerns concerning 
flooding or maintenance of ditches, swales or stormdrains are to be submitted to IRC’s Road and Bridge 
Division at 772-770-5085. 
 
Presentations are available to educate residents on the healthy ways to maintain their properties so they can reduce runoff 
and avoid contaminating runoff by contacting Diane Wilson, Stormwater Education Coordinator, dwilson@ircgov.com�

                   �

Program your cell phone……… 
�
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What is Nonpoint Source Pollution? 
Point source pollution comes from a single source that can be identified as causing the pollution such as an industrial 
site. Nonpoint source pollution (NPS) pollution results from many various human activities on land.  NPS pollution 
is caused by rainfall or snowmelt moving over and through the ground. As the runoff moves, it picks up and carries 
away natural and human-made pollutants, finally depositing them into lakes, rivers, wetlands, coastal waters, and even 
our underground sources of drinking water. 

 
 
 
 



 
 

Want to Make a Difference in Your Community? 

KIRB is the acronym for Keep Indian River Beautiful. It promotes livable neighborhoods by empowering individuals to 
take greater responsibility for enhancing their community through beautification projects, neighborhood cleanups and 
school cleanup clubs. Visit   www.kirb.org and learn how you can enhance your environmental stewardship knowledge 
and/or contribute your time and talents. Call KIRB’s executive director, Kristy Sturdivant 
772-388-5472 or email keepirbeautiful@gmail.com  
 
 

Community Rain Barrel Contest 
 
Keep Indian River Beautiful, the Cultural Council of Indian River County and the Stormwater Division of IRC 
are in the planning stages of a project involving rain barrels and their installation at key buildings in the county.  
We are hoping to make this a community event with local artists decorating the rain barrels and installing them 
at local schools and community buildings. We would like to involve as many segments of the community as are 
interested.  
 
As the IRC Mental Health Association’s “painted turtles” project successfully expanded the public’s awareness 
of their organization’s role, it is the mission of this awareness campaign to teach people of the importance of 
reducing contaminated runoff through the use of rain barrels, recycling rainwater (and containers) as a 
conservation tool, and the role art can play in social marketing and enhancing the quality of our environment.  
 

If you or your organization would like to become involved contact Mary Jayne Kelly,  
Executive Director, Cultural Council of Indian River County (772) 770-4857 e-mail: info@cultural-council.org  
or Kristy Sturdivant, Executive Director, Keep Indian River Beautiful 772-388-5472 email: 
keepirbeautiful@gmail.com  
 

 
�

��
��������	
��
��
�����
�
���
���	����
���
������	�
�� 

��
��	���
 


����������	�
��
����
�	����������
���� �
���
�������	�	������
������������������

�
The Indian River Lagoon (IRL) has been verified as impaired due to excessive amounts of 
nutrients and low amounts of dissolved oxygen based on water quality data and evidence of 
decreased seagrass distribution. Nutrient-related TMDLs (Total Maximum Daily Load: the 
maximum amount of a given pollutant that a water body can assimilate and still meet water 

quality standards, including applicable water quality criteria and designated uses such as 
swimming and fishing) were adopted by the Department of Environmental Protection to set 
allowable loadings of phosphorus and nitrogen. If nutrients are successfully reduced in the 

prescribed amounts, the IRL will meet water quality standards.  
 

By taking steps to prevent stormwater runoff, citizens can help reduce the algal and 
phytoplankton populations which can rapidly increase from high concentrations of nutrients. 

  
You can keep abreast on how the Florida Department of Environmental Protection is working 

with stakeholders in the IRL basin to develop the BMAP.  
 

FDEP posts meeting agendas, summaries, handouts, and presentations to their website,  



ftp://ftp.dep.state.fl.us/pub/water/BMAP/IndianRiverLagoon/.  
�
�
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          Wilt symptoms of redbay attacked by Xyleborus glabratus and infected  
           with Raffaelea lauricola. A) Sections of crown turning purple to red. �
                                    B) Same tree eight months later (May 2006). 
�

�
Currently, the range of this beetle and the associated redbay (tree) mortality it causes continues to expand in Florida and 
the coastal Southeast. At the site of the initial X. glabratus detection in Florida, redbay mortality has increased from 10% 
to more than 90% in a period of only fifteen months. To avoid spreading the beetle and pathogen to new areas, wood 
or chips from infested trees should not be transported out of the local area where the trees were found. Dead 
redbay or other Lauraceous tree species cut in residential areas should be chipped and left onsite as mulch, or 
disposed of as locally as possible. Redbay firewood should not be transported. Personnel from University of Florida-
Institute for Food and Agricultural Sciences (UF-IFAS) are currently working on chemical control options for red bay 
ambrosia beetle. 
  
This ambrosia beetle introduces a vascular fungus (Raffaelea lauricola) into its host, causing infected redbays and other 
hosts in the Lauraceae to wilt and die within a few weeks or months.  This insect and disease complex has collectively 
been named “laurel wilt.” 

�
String of compacted ambrosia beetle sawdust on redbay. 

 
�
�



�
�
�

Trees freshly attacked by X. glabratus exhibit few external symptoms initially. Small strings of compacted sawdust 
may protrude from the bark at the point of attack, but these strings disintegrate easily and are not always readily 
apparent.  
 
Removal of bark at the point of attack reveals shot-holes from which a dark stain extends into the surrounding xylem (Fig 
3A). The stain is the tree’s response to infection by the Raffaelea lauricola fungus, which gradually spreads through much 
of the outer sapwood. Attacked trees eventually exhibit wilted foliage with a reddish or purplish discoloration. Foliar 
discoloration may occur first within a section of the crown (e.g., major branch) or simultaneously throughout the entire 
crown. The foliage eventually turns brown and tends to remain on the branches (Fig. 4B). This wilt scenario is more  
 
 
extensive than the isolated branch “flagging” caused by the black twig borer (Xylosandrus compactus (Eichoff)), which 
commonly kills twigs and outer portions of small-diameter branches of redbay (Dixon and Woodruff 1982). As the host 
weakens and dies, it is typically colonized by several other species of ambrosia beetles, including Xylosandrus 
crassiusculus (Motschulsky), Monarthrum mali (Fitch), Xyleborus affinus (Eichhoff), and several others (Foltz et al 2006). 
There is also considerable concern about the potential impact of laurel wilt on avocado (P. americana), which is an 
economically important crop in Florida. 
Source: http://www.doacs.state.fl.us/pi/enpp/ento/x.glabratus.html  
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Volunteers are needed to help St. Lucie County and the Florida Oceanographic Society bag oyster shells 

on Friday, Sept. 4 from 8:30 a.m. - noon at Harbour Pointe Park, 350 Avenue M Extension, Fort Pierce. These 

oyster bags are scheduled to be placed in the Indian River Lagoon just south of the Fort Pierce Inlet beginning 

Tuesday, Sept. 8 through Saturday, Sept. 12. 

Volunteers should wear comfortable clothing and bring sunscreen, water and gloves.  

The St. Lucie County Erosion District, with the help of numerous volunteers, has bagged all the oyster 

shells it has collected from local restaurants and is now purchasing fossilized oyster shells for use in restoring 

oyster reefs in area estuaries. Oyster beds help improve water quality and provide habitat for marine life.  

For more information contact St. Lucie County Marine Resource Coordinator Jim Oppenborn at (772) 

462-1713. 
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September 19 – Here in Indian River County…. 
International Coastal Cleanup 

Known as the world’s largest volunteer effort to help protect the ocean., each year volunteers from around the world spend 
a few hours removing trash and debris from beaches, lake, rivers and other waterways keeping track of every piece of trash 
they find. September 19th, Keep Indian River Beautiful (KIRB) will be hosting the Ocean Conservancy’s International 
Coastal Cleanup in Indian River County. 

KIRB encourages people to come out for this event from 8:00am- 11:00am to help cleanup the Treasure Coast.  There will 
be five locations to participate in Indian River County: JC Beach, South Beach, Wabasso Beach, Round Island Beach 
and Sebastian Inlet. For more information please contact KIRB at 772-388-5472 or visit www.kirb.org  



 
 
 
 
 
 
All participants will be able to enter a drawing for a one-night stay at The Caribbean Court Boutique Hotel.  We’d like to 
thank our sponsors: Pelican Island Audubon Society, Florida Inland Navigation District, Treasure Coast Refuse, Waste 
Management, Meeks Plumbing, Grand Harbor/Oak Harbor Club, Morning Star Personalized Apparel, Caribbean Court 
Boutique Hotel and Walt Disney’s Vero Beach Resort.  Without the help from these sponsors we would not be able keep 
our beaches clean! 
 
Keep Indian River Beautiful’s  mission is to empower individuals to take greater responsibility for their group of people 
environments by involving volunteers in litter prevention and reduction, beautification, neighborhood revitalization, 
recycling and conservation education. 
 
 
 
 
 

"A Read for a Ride" on September 26  
The Florida Parks System has recognized September as Literacy Month. To celebrate, the St Sebastian River 
Preserve State Park in partnership with the Indian River County Library System will host "A Read for a Ride" 
on September 26 from 9:00 to 12:00. The event will take place at the Visitor's Center of the St Sebastian River 
Preserve State Park. All attendees who bring a new or gently used book with receive a free hay ride through the 
Park. All books donated will benefit the Indian River County Library System.  
 Volunteers are appreciated. 
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Come join the event filled day…….10 am – 3 pm 

 
Harbor Branch Ocean Discovery Center, 5600 N. U.S. #1, Fort Pierce, FL 

 
Spend the day and celebrate this natural treasure 

 
In our own backyard! 

 
 Kids crafts, games and food 

 
http://www.fau.edu/hboi/Events.php  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Register by September 23, 2009 for………  
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YOU ARE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE  
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The agenda will be incorporated into an Environment al Case Study. The venue  
will include mock inspection and enforcement resolu tion scenarios. The  
following training topics will be covered:  

General Waste Management:  Waste Identification, Industrial Wastewater, Used  
Oil/Oily Waste, Universal Waste, Generator Status, Container Management, Record  
Keeping, and Training  

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System:  Stormwater Discharges,  
Record Keeping, and Best Management Practices  

Pollution Prevention:  Strategies for Reducing Resource Consumption, Waste  
Generation, Regulatory Burden and Profit Losses  

Lunch Will be Provided Free!  
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 NOTE: PRESENTATION MATERIALS WILL NOT BE PROVIDED ONSITE. YOU’LL BE ABLE TO PRINT A  

COPY FROM OUR WEBSITE WWW.METRA.ORG 
 A WEEK IN ADVANCE.  
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Free Presentations on Lagoon Topics 
The Marine Resource Council hosts presentations that are fun, informative, and free! Presentations target the 
layman, and covered topics include ecology, aquatic life, history, native plants, and others of interest to those 
who care about our environment and the Indian River Lagoon in particular. Presentations are held Tuesdays 
from Noon to 1:00 p.m. at the Lagoon House, 3275 Dixie Hwy NE, Palm Bay, FL 32905 For more 
information, call the Marine Resources Council at 321-725-7775 or go to our website http://www.mrcirl.org  
 
 
Sept. 01  Exciting Developments with Alternative En ergy 
 Wae Nelson - Florida Gardening Magazine 
 Tired of huge energy bills? Learn about the many ways to produce alternate energy.  The pros, 

cons and costs of each method will be explored and explained to the lay person. 
  

Sept.           Sept   08  NO BROWN BAG – Happy Labor Day Week 
 
Sept. 15 Vegetable Gardening in Florida 
 Jean Wood, Master Gardner - Brevard County Extension Office 
 Come and learn how to amend the soil, what vegetables will grow well and now to control insects 

in your Florida vegetable garden. 
  
 
Sept. 22 The Latest Water Supply, Conservation and Restoration Efforts of St. John’s �
 Ed Garland – SJRWMD 
 Come and learn about the latest restoration projects, water supply and conservation issues facing 

St. John’s River Water Management District and how you can help. 
  
Sept. 29 Stormwater Solutions to Non-Point Pollutio n of the Indian River Lagoon 
 Elizabeth Melvin – Brevard County Office of Natural Resources Management 
 Come and learn how we play a role in stormwater pollution and what we can do to make a 

difference. Also learn about the water quality projects that are currently under construction or 
planned for the near future in Brevard County.  

 
 
 

What You Can Do To Help Keep Our Waters Clean…. 
 
To decrease polluted runoff from paved surfaces, households can develop alternatives to areas traditionally covered 
by impervious surfaces. Porous pavement materials are available for driveways and sidewalks, and native vegetation and 
mulch can replace high maintenance grass lawns. 
 



 
 
 
Homeowners can use fertilizers sparingly and sweep driveways, sidewalks, and roads instead of using a hose. 
 
Instead of disposing of yard waste, you can use the materials to start a compost pile.  
 
Learn to use Integrated Pest Management (IPM) to reduce dependence on harmful pesticides. 
 
Prevent polluted runoff by picking up after pets and using, storing, and disposing of chemicals properly. 
 
Drivers should check their cars for leaks and recycle their motor oil and antifreeze when these fluids are changed. 
Drivers can also avoid impacts from car wash runoff (e.g., detergents, grime, etc.) by using car wash facilities that do not 
generate runoff.  
 
Households served by septic systems should have them professionally inspected and pumped every 3 to 5 years. Practice 
water conservation measures to extend the life of your septic system.     
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE:   February 24 – 26, 2010 
2nd UF Water Institute Symposium 

Gainesville, FL 
 

You are invited to participate in the 2nd UF Water Institute Symposium focused on complex challenges and integrated 
solutions for sustainable watershed management. This symposium will bring together scientists, engineers, academics, 
policy makers, water managers, industry and utility representatives, lawyers, students and the public to address complex 
water issues from multiple perspectives.  
 

Students are eligible to compete for "Best Poster" awards based on the quality of the abstract, poster and 
discussion. Three poster winners will receive prizes of $1000 each to be used as funding to support future 
participation at a national conference. 
 
Invited Speakers: 

�  Ms. Carol Browner, Assistant to the President for Energy and Climate Change  

Eco Living Education Tips for Homeowners……..  
     Alternatives to Toxic Substances  

     Chlorinated Water Discharge Options  

     Landscaping and Lawn Care  

     Pest Control  

     Pet Waste Management  

     Proper Disposal of Household Hazardous Wastes  

     Residential Car Washing  

     Trash and Debris Management  

     Water Conservation Practices for Homeowners  



 

 

 

�  Dr. Brian Richter, Director, Sustainable Waters Program, The Nature Conservancy: Integrating TMDLS and 
environmental flows for improved water management 

�  Dr. Cynthia Rosenzweig, Senior Research Scientist at NASA Goddard Institute for Space Studies and Center for 
Climate Systems Research, Columbia University, Hydrologic and biologic impacts of, and adaptations to, climate 
change and climate variability 

�  Dr. Aaron Wolfe, Professor, Oregon State University: Transboundary water conflicts and conflict resolution, the 
ACF in perspective 

Visit http://waterinstitute.ufl.edu/symposium2010index.asp  
 

 
 
 

FL MASTER NATURALIST PROGRAM  
Starts Sept. 27�

 
Enrollment is currently open for the Florida Master Naturalist Program Uplands Module: A 40-hour educational program 
designed to teach students about Florida’s natural systems.  Participants will receive an overview of the plants and animals 
that depend upon natural systems including an examination of the role of humankind as stewards of the land. The 
objectives of the Florida Master Naturalist Program is to prepare participants to share their knowledge with others, to act 
in a positive manner, to help others feel a greater connection to the land and to help others to develop their own personal 
land ethic.  Through classroom, field trip and practical experience, this uplands module provides instruction on the general 
ecology, habitats, vegetation types, wildlife, and conservation issues of upland habitats in Florida.  The program also 
addresses society's role in upland habitats, develops naturalist interpretation skills, and discusses environmental ethics.�
 

Space is limited to 20 participants on a first-come, first-served basis. 
The course will take place on Sundays, starting Sept. 27.��

When:              Sunday, Sept.  27 - Sunday, Nov. 15, 2009 (9 a.m. - 5 p.m.) 

Registration:     Registration for this course is now open at http://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/fmnp/uh9-11.htm 
 
Location:         Savannas Preserve State Park, Savannas Education Center, 2541 Walton  Road, Port St. Lucie, FL 34952 
 
Instructors:       Wren Underwood - Independent Biologist & Environmental Educator 

Ken Gioeli - University of Florida Natural Resources Extension Agent 
Heidi Vestrem - Independent Biologist & Environmental Educator 

 
Information:    (772)398-2779,   Tessa.Sheridan@dep.state.fl.us 
�

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

What things go through 
the Main Relief Canal Pollution Control Facility??????? 

 
Someone asked me recently what we extracted from the Main Relief at our pollution control facility…  

Oil & anti-freeze containers 
Beer cans 

Beer bottles 
Doors & house parts 

Frames 
Mechanical parts 

Cabbage and other vegetation 
Baseball bats and balls 

Golf balls 
All the stuff you’d find at the landfill!!! 

 
Stormwater (i.e. “rainwater”) picks up items (litter, yard waste, lawn fertilizers, pesticides, pet waste, automotive fluids, 
other harmful substances) as it flows along the streets into swales and storm drains which empty into canals that discharge 
into the three relief canals leading to the Indian River Lagoon. The pollution control system along the Main Relief 
Canal southeast of the airport uses a “series screening technology” to collect and dispose of floating vegetation, 
debris, and sediments removing thousands of pounds of harmful material each week before this material can be 
discharged to the lagoon as occurred previously over the past 50+ years. 
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                                              Water  Oriented Event Needs Volunteers….  
 
Special Olympics of Florida State Aquatic Championships are returning to the North County Aquatic Center in Sebastian. 
This event will take place October 3rd & 4th, 2009. We are in need of volunteers with time, energy and enthusiasm to be a 
part of this grand event. Volunteering for Special Events can create lifelong friendships and rewards of immeasurable 
value. Whatever your interests, talents, background and availability, there are opportunities for you. 
  
Just a few of the many volunteer opportunities that are available at the aquatic competition include: 
 
�           athlete escort 
�           stagers 
�           set up / take down 
�           awards 
�           award escorts 
 
Volunteers for this aquatic event include (but not limited to): civic and fraternal groups, licensed health care providers, high 
school and college students, amateur and professional athletes, sport officials, coaches, teachers, retirees, parents, 
church groups, and corporate employees.  
  
Please consider putting your skills, talents and time toward one of the most rewarding experiences you’ll ever have. If you 
are ready to volunteer for the Special Olympic Aquatic Championships, contact the Indian River County Recreation 
Department at (772) 226-1732.     

 
 

Counties Adopt Resolution on Unwanted Medicines 
       Aug 04, 2009 - The National Association of Counties (NACo), the country's largest local government organization, on July 28 unanimously 

       adopted a policy supporting producer responsibility for unwanted medicines, according to a July 28 press release.  

The expense of taking back unused prescription and over-the-counter drugs would be handled by the pharmaceutical industry, without 
relying on state or local government funding.  

There are examples of successful take-back programs in the United States and Canada that benefit the health both of the environment 
and the population," said Commissioner Victoria Reinhardt of Ramsey County, Minn., who introduced the proposal along with three 
council members from Washington State. "NACo's adopting a product stewardship policy for the pharmaceutical industry is a great step 
forward."  

The council members from Washington were Dave Somers from Snohomish County and Dow Constantine and Julia Patterson from 
King County.  

 
According to the resolution, the environmental and social problems created by the storing and disposing of unwanted medicines are 
numerous and complex. Leftover medicine may play a part in drug abuse and accidental poisonings. Disposing of these medicines by 
flushing or trash disposal contributes to ground and surface water contamination.  

Athens, Ga.-based Product Policy Institute (PPI) helped develop the resolution. The non-profit institute works with local governments to 
advance comprehensive state policies focused on producer responsibility. Reinhardt is a PPI board member.  

NACo attendees heard a presentation from PPI Executive Director Bill Sheehan on a successful program in British Columbia that makes 
brand-owners of pharmaceutical products sold there responsible for the safe management of unused medicines. Over 93 percent of 
licensed pharmacies in this province of 4.4 million people collect unused medications, with no fees to consumers, and turn them over to 
producers.  



 

 

"The cost of this program in 2008 was a mere $315,000, which was shared by pharmaceutical companies," said Sheehan. "Like Europe 
and Canada, the U.S. can develop programs to cover the costs of collecting, transporting and disposing of these medicines. It's 
imperative we do so."  

The resolution can be found here. Source: http://eponline.com/articles/2009/08/04/counties-adopt-resolution-on-unwanted-
medicines.aspx  
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Best Practices: The suggested way* to water your property 
During Daylight Savings Time  - Now through Oct 31st  

 
Landscape irrigation  

     2 days/week    between 4 p.m. and 9 a.m.  
                       

 On each day that landscape irrigation occurs, be aware of watering 
                     3/4 inch of water and 
                     no more than one hour per irrigation zone  
 
*St. Johns River Water Management District (SJRWMD) Governing Board adopted these rule amendments  
 Dec. 2008. For more information about the rule, visit the SJRWMD web site at www.sjrwmd.com/irrigationrule  

 
 
 



 

 
 

Are you a water saver? You can be.  
Take a Home Water Use Survey to see how your daily water use adds up. 

 
 
 
 
 

October 17th - 9:30am - 2pm  "Ethno-Botany Day"  
& Kick-Off of Eco-Art 'The Urban Reforestation Proj ect' 

at Heathcote Botanical Gardens 
(see www.reclamationproject.net ) 

 
To volunteer or contribute ideas contact Ann Marie at 772-323-7982 or email ���������	
����
	����� ��  
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A New Vocabulary…  

 
 

Instead of using...                              Tr y substituting...  
Nonpoint source pollution                                                Polluted runoff 
Open space                                                                     Natural area    
Sprawl                                                                             Overdevelopment, runaway development 
Stormwater                                                  Polluted runoff 
Undeveloped land                                                           Natural areas 
Water conservation                                                         Waste prevention, efficiency measures 
Watershed protection                                                     Land and water conservation, upstream, downstream 
�
Source: From Water Words the Works - Words to Avoid 
(http:///waterwordsthatwork.com/the-method/words-that-dont/) 
�
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Pool Owners take note…….owners are liable for the p ractices of their contractors…. 

POOL OWNERS & CONTRACTORS - Mark your calendar  
 

FREE   Environmental   Compliance   Class   Thursday, October 22       8 am – 12 noon 
Held by City of Palm Bay and Indian River County 

In Palm Bay 
More information will come in next month’s newsletter.  

 
Until the class is held be aware of the requirement to dewater a pool only onsite. There are several ways to properly 
dewater the pool water with or without resurfacing materials: dig a trench in the customer’s yard which would serve to filter 
the water, use a sprinkler and sprinkle the pool water over the yard,  or block an empty ditch and lead the drainage pipes 
into it. This would be a good alternative versus releasing the illicit discharge (polluted wastewater) into a swale/ditch. 
 
Also, another important thing to think about …..gro undwater from underneath the pool.  Waters of the state belong 
to St. John’s River WMD. Find out in advance of the quantity you suspect you will need to draw. If it’s a large enough 
quantity you may be required to get a permit from SJRWMD.  
 
In Indian River County, all swales, ditches and sto rm drains flow directly to canals which discharge i nto the 
Indian River Lagoon with mostly unfiltered and untreated . The way you maintain your swimming pool, spa, or fountain 
can make a significant difference in the water quality of our canals and IR Lagoon. Remember that the owner is also liable 
for the practices of their contractors. Be sure you know how your contractor will be disposing of the pool, spa, or fountain 
water and filter cleaning washwater and backwash. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Don’t Flush that Unwanted Medicine 
Practice the Proper Disposal Method for Unwanted Medications 

 
It can cause contamination to Florida’s aquatic environment be-cause wastewater treatment systems are not designed to 
remove many of these medications. To protect the environment, please use these guidelines instead of flushing 
medications.  
 
1. Keep in the original container. This will help identify the contents if they are accidentally ingested.  
2. Mark out your name & prescription number for safety.  
3. For pills: add some water or soda to start dissolving them;  
                   For liquids: add something inedible like cat litter or dirt  
4. Close the lid and secure with duct or packing tape  
5. Place the bottle(s) inside an opaque (non see-through) container like a detergent container.  
6. Tape that container closed.  
7. Hide the container in the trash. Do not put it in the recycle bin.  
DO NOT give drugs to anyone else  
DO NOT flush drugs down the toilet.  
DO NOT put drugs in the trash without disguising them – human or animal scavengers may find them and misuse them. 
 
 Flyers with this information are available at   
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/waste/quick_topics/publications/shw/meds/DEPMedicationDisposalFlyer.pdf 
 
 



 
 
 

ECO-FRIENDLY Networking Group:  
Learn how to Live Green, Save Green, & Earn Green 

Monthly meetings are held at the IRC Main Library, 1600 21st Street, Vero Beach, FL in the Multi-Media 
Room. For more information call Diane Kingsley 772-538-2960 or 772-925-6026 
 

 

NEW Marine Debris Music Video! 

A new marine debris music video, "Marine Debris: An Ocean Story," is up on the NOAA Marine Debris 
Program website. This video highlights the impacts of marine debris and what each of us can do, each day, to 
help solve this problem! The video was edited by Danny Ledonne and features music by Gregg Lehrman. All 
footage was provided by NOAA and the video created with the assistance of the NOAA Ocean Media Center. 
Check out the video at: http://marinedebris.noaa.gov/outreach/video.html. 

 
 

Invasive species know NO boundaries 
 

The Florida Invasive Species Partnership (FISP) is a collaboration of federal, state and local agencies along with 
nongovernment organizations in Florida, formed to link efforts at preventing and controlling infestations 
of invasive exotic species across agency and property boundaries. FISP has created a 
Web site, at http://www.floridainvasives.org/, to help connect Florida’s landowners and 
land managers with available technical and/or financial assistance programs and efforts to 
prevent or control invasive exotic species problems. 
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Got Dark Beaches? 
Lights from March through October cause problems for sea turtles 

                  
 
Taken in Vero Beach, FL during the nesting season, this photo shows bright exterior and interior lights 
shining on the beach. These lights disorient turtles and reduce their chance for survival.  By working with 
property owners and enforcing existing lighting laws, lights can be redirected and kept off the beach. 
 
 
On the Treasure Coast, sea turtle nesting season is March 1st through October 31st.  To avoid being part of the 
problem during this time of year, there are steps you can take.  First, become knowledgeable about your local 
lighting ordinance.  All of the Counties and Cities in our area have laws that prohibit lights from shinning on the 
beach.  If you are standing on the beach and can see light (interior or exterior) coming from a beachside property 
then sea turtles probably can too.  If it's visible from the beach, the light violates the law and the property 
owner could face expensive fines. 
 
Second, you might be surprised to find there are lighting solutions that do not sacrifice security or safety.  Lights 
that are low intensity, shielded and directed downward are often less expensive to operate and less likely to 
disorient turtles.  The State of Florida certifies light fixtures that are safe to use near sea turtle nesting beaches.  
Check their website here http://myfwc.com/seaturtle/ for more information. If you are interested in learning 
more about sea turtles and Indian River County's Habitat Conservation Plan, please see our website at 
http://www.ircgov.com/coastal or call 772-226-3484. 
�

�

    Remember, it is in the small changes that we make  
     each day that will help improve our environment! 
                                                                                                          - Captain Planet Foundation (CPF)   
  
Each time you use goodsearch.com as your search engine and select CPF as your default charity, the site will 
make a donation to us. So partner up with our Foundation and make it your search engine of choice. It is an easy 
way to contribute to the Foundation if you do not have the means to send us a personal donation. You can give 
without having to give of your own. And be sure to tell your friends! 
http://www.captainplanetfoundation.org/uploadedFiles/ftp-upload/Adult%20Newsletter.pdf  
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������� rain should down the stormdrains and ditches, not 
contaminated waters/products! While stormwater ofte n travels through 
pipes under our roads just like sewage, it is not  treated at a waste 
treatment plant.  Instead, often stormwater flows d irectly into ponds, 
lakes, rivers and bays. (Source: http://earth911.org/water/breaking-down-the-water-supply/  
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NEWS FOR HOMEOWNERS (and HOA Leaders) 

 

 

                       SAVE MONEY and AVOID RUNOFF: Use Drip Irrigation  

There are many ways to water plants: by hand using one of several different sprinkler attachments, with soaker hoses, or 
— if you have a lot of money — you can install an automatic sprinkler system. The most efficient way, however, is to 
deliver water where it's needed — directly to a plant's root zone.  

Drip irrigation isn't a new concept. In ancient times, farmers placed unglazed, porous clay pots near the base of plants and 
filled the pots with water, which slowly leaked out.  

Whether you buy a simple kit and install it yourself or hire a professional to design and install an elaborate system, you will 
probably recoup the costs in water savings within a year or two. Studies show that a well-designed drip irrigation system 
uses 30 to 50 percent less water than more conventional watering methods such as head sprinklers. Once you have a drip 
irrigation system in place, you can say goodbye to the hassle of hauling hoses and moving sprinklers around and say hello 
to healthier, more productive plants.  

Or you can consider soaker hoses. They do much the same thing at a fraction of the cost and require almost nothing in the 
way of installation and maintenance. 

Source: http://www.hgtv.com/decorating/drop-by-drop/index.html  

 
 

Enhancing the Efficiency of Sprinkler Systems 

�  Only water after the sun has gone down or in the early morning.  
�  Make sure your spray and sprinkler heads are proper ly adjusted to avoid  
                                   watering pavemen ts and other non-landscape areas.  
�  Water areas in the shade about 30 percent less than sunny areas.  
�  If possible use drip irrigation to water trees and shrubs.  
�  To eliminate runoff , set your clock to cycle 2-4 start times (no longer than 5 minutes each), 1 to 2 hours apart  
                       to allow water to soak into the soil. For example: water three times for 5 minutes, instead of 15 minutes all at once.  
�  Develop a separate drip watering schedule for trees, shrubs and flower beds.  
�  Aerate in the spring and fall to loosen soil and reduce runoff.  

Source: Irrigation Association  http://www.irrigation.org/Rsrcs/default.aspx?pg=consumer_info.htm&id=140  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

                                            Create Your Under-the-sink Recycling Center 

Only about half of all paper gets recycled here in the US and only a third of plastic 
bottles. That means a huge amount of usable resources are simply going to waste in 
our already overflowing landfills. So we have to step up our efforts! One solution is 
to make recycling easier on yourself with a rollout, under-the-sink recycling center 
that makes recycling so painless you might actually enjoy it. At the very least, 
you’ll appreciate having a simple system for sorting all your glass, plastic, and 
paper if you live someplace where you have to separate your recycling. Source: 

http://blog.michellekaufmann.com/?p=1281  

 
 
 
 
 
 
                        Is it a Lake, Private Pond or Stormwater Detention Pond? 
 
Through a U of F grant, the Indian River Extension Service has recently added the following educational 
Presentations and Videos to its website http://indian.ifas.ufl.edu/Presentations/index.html  
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The Construction Industry 
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This one-day seminar will present a comprehensive overview of two of the primary methods to improve surface water 
quality.  Specific topics will include: 

�  BMP Selection Criteria  
�  BMP Types  
�  Low Impact Development (LID)  
�  The Role of LID in Retrofitting and Redevelopment  
�  NPDES/TMDLs  
�  Pollutant Removal Calculations for BMPs/LID  
�  Pollutants 

Florida Stormwater Association (FSA) is a designated continuing education provider (Provider #0003854) for the Florida 
Board of Professional Engineers. Professional Engineers attending this seminar are eligible for six (6) Professional 
Development Hours (PDHs). 
 

Questions?  Call us for more information at 888-221-3124 or visit the the FSA Training Center Online. 

 
 
                                    RER 

LID Resources  
Low Impact Development (LID)  is a type of smart growth that simultaneously conserves green space and manages 
stormwater effectively. Unlike traditional land use designs, LID promotes natural stormwater management 
techniques that minimize runoff and help prevent pollutants from getting into the runoff. In some cases, these 
practices decrease the size of traditional retention and detention basins and can be less costly than conventional 
stormwater control mechanisms. 
Developing a Better Way video - http://fyn.ifas.ufl.edu/videos/DevBetterWay.htm  
30 minute film http://www.clu-in.org/studio/reining.cfm 
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The program curriculum educates the inspector on proper installation, inspection and maintenance of Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) for use during and after construction to minimize erosion and sedimentation and 
to properly manage runoff for both stormwater quantity and quality.  



 

 

 

The exam is now closed book. For more information visit http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/nonpoint/erosion.htm  
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Simple Steps to an Eco-Friendly Home 

Can you imagine using the rainwater from your roof for all your drinking and laundry? Many green homeowners do just 
that. "We have a rainwater collection system, so we don't use a well or a municipal water supply ," says Barbara. 
"Our system holds 25,000 gallons of water, and it only takes 11 inches of rain to fill it. We felt that even in a drought year 
we would have a sufficient water supply." Peter Pfeiffer, the Austin architect who designed Barbara's home, says that 
environmental friendliness can be designed into any project anywhere. "In colder areas, we make the home heat itself in 
the winter months," says Peter. "In warmer climates, we use passive solar cooling techniques. You have to be sensitive to 
the specific climate."  

Building green isn't just good for the environment. Developer Buzz Walker of the Abacoa Development Co. is building 
6,000 environmentally friendly homes on 20,000 acre s in south Florida.  He says that building green makes good 
business sense. "Going green will play a major role in our marketing strategy," Buzz says. "It's important to us, it's 
important to our environment, and we think people are very interested in living in an environmentally-sensitive community."  

Many developers feel that on an investment basis, environmentally-conscious homes will have a higher yield over the long 
term. Many of the green features in the homes have a payback of about 3 to 5 years , which is a dramatic improvement 
over the 10-year payback on earlier passive solar systems.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Doug Seiter is the father of Austin's Green Builder program, the first city-run environmentally friendly home 
building program . Although the program is voluntary, participants can use it as a marketing edge. "We feel that most of 
the things we 're asking for make sense," says Doug. "If we get the information to the builder, they see that the market is 
interested in it, and they'll bring it into their product range."  

Source: http://www.hgtv.com/home-improvement/simple-steps-to-an-eco-friendly-home/index.html  
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                             U.S. Green Building Council 
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A new online system called interactive Notice of Intent (iNOI) is available to the public.  The iNOI system allows users to 
complete, save, edit, pay for (using a credit card) and submit the following NPDES Stormwater permit 
applications/certifications online:   

�   Construction Generic Permit (CGP) 
�   Multi-Sector Generic Permit (MSGP) 
�   No Exposure Exclusion (NEX) 
�   Notice of Termination (NOT) – Even if a paper Notice of Intent was submitted.   

The system includes drop-down menus, advanced mapping features and system programming defaults to help users 
eliminate common mistakes and omissions associated with paper notices or applications.   The iNOI system also allows 
users to track, search and generate a variety of reports for NPDES Stormwater permits.  Permit-related documents 
generated by the iNOI process are issued through email. The use of iNOI is encouraged but voluntary.  Applicants can still 
submit paper notices.  To use iNOI or to learn more about the new system, please visit: 
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/stormwater/npdes/  If you have any questions about iNOI, please contact Shannan 
Bogdanov at (850) 245-7520 or by email at Shannan.Bogdanov@dep.state.fl.us.   
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BMP REMINDER  
 
Construction sites* are required to maintain inspec tion records   
 
                  to validate inspections are done within 
 
                                          24 hours of EVERY storm water event  
 
                                                                   and a minimum of every 7 days. 
 
�  Construction sites that will result in a disturbance of one acre or more, and sites that include the 
disturbance of less than one acre of total land area that is part of a larger common plan of development or 
sale that will ultimately disturb equal to or greater than one acre and less than five acres are required to 
seek coverage under the Generic Permit for Stormwater Discharge from Large and Small Construction 
Activities (Source: http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/stormwater/npdes/docs/cgp.pdf ) 
 
�  Want to get a staff member trained as a certified stormwater inspector for free?   
           2-Day FDEP classes are held year-round across the state and are listed at 
           http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/nonpoint/erosion/htm  Questions? Call 850-245-8294. 
 
 
 
 
PlanetReuse.com is the world's first Web site that connects buyers and sellers of reused and reclaimed 
construction materials and equipment and allows them to purchase products with integrated shipping online, per 
http://www.eponline.com/articles/60262  
 
 

Concrete washout issues 
 … EPA is targeting construction sites to insure that there is no violation of the NPDES requirements. Those 
who are in violation are being hauled away in handcuffs. Please make an extra effort to ensure your staff is 
informed and you are making specific plans to handle concrete washout.  Contractors and concrete producers 
must wash out the chutes in order to prevent any concrete from spilling onto the streets. Simple solution for 
small amounts of washout is a designated pit (sign) lined with plastic – remove and haul off when dried.  Make 
sure this activity is located AWAY from streams and water bodies.  There are 2 potential pollutants in washout.  
1 = pH issues.  2 = Selenium 6 (toxic). Any questions….look at the EPA and DEP websites. For more BMPs to 
control concrete washwater pollutant discharges visit http://www.cleanwaterprogram.com/concrete_fact_sht.pdf  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
TRAIN YOUR STAFF with a 5 minute video.        
                    
                  Do you know the major pollutant to the IRL?   Soil.  Why soil?  
 
                  This 5 minute video shows how soil erosion occurs on a job site and how it is 
                  detrimental to the environment. 
              
                   It is worth your time and theirs… 
 
                   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=76sqH9Q9GS8&NR=1    
                   
 
 
 
Learn new practices and implement them project by project: http://www.wwn-online.com/articles/50888/  
 
 
 
 
Students & Teachers  
 
 
�
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           Do your high school students like money$$$$$$$ ? 
 

��������	�
���
��������
��������������
����������������������������������� �����
��� ���� ��������� ����������� ������������ ������ ���� ����� ���
���  �� � ���� �!�"#�
������ �
����� ���� $������ ������� ���� ������%� ��
�� �!� ���� ����� ��������
���	�
���
����������	���������������	�� %�&���������������!���' �� ����(�������)�*��
���� �������)�+���� ���� ��� ��
�� !���� ���� ���� ��� �����)� ������� 
� ��� ��� ,����
����������������������!������������-%  F lor ida D ivis ion o f  Forestr y 
Ind ian River  Fores tr y S tat ion & Agro fores t r y T ra in i ng  Center  
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Learn how your school 
can have a team at the next EnviroThon……. 

 
This environmental education program consists of the annual Canon Envirothon Competition in which winning high 
school teams from participating states and Canadian provinces compete for recognition and scholarships by demonstrating 
their knowledge of environmental science and natural resource management.  The competition is centered on four 
universal testing categories (i.e., soils/land use, aquatic ecology, forestry, and wildlife) and a current environmental issue 
topic which changes each year. The 2010 Current Issue is “Protection of Groundwater through Urban, Agricultural and 
Environmental Planning.” 
 
The Envirothon program is an effective educational tool, capable of supplementing environmental education both inside 
and outside the classroom. Led by a volunteer advisor, teams usually meet from late autumn until spring. Teams work 
collaboratively to develop their knowledge of ecology and natural resource management and to practice their 
environmental problem-solving skills in preparation for Envirothon competitions. Save the Date:  2010 EnviroThon 
local competition is Friday, February 26, 2010 

 
 For further information contact Kathy LaMartina klamart@sfwmd.gov   

 Senior Water Resource Manager, South Florida Water Management District (772) 223-2600 x3603 
                                  Visit http://www.indianriverlagoonenvirothon.com/  
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Educational Activities 

�  Home Scavenger Hunt (130 KB DOC), Home Scavenger Hunt (130 KB PDF): 2-color, 8 1/2 x 11, original idea 
developed by RiverSmart  

�  Wetlands Crossword Puzzle (50 KB PDF): 1-color, 8 1/2 x 11, original idea developed by the River Rouge Project  
�  Household Hazardous Waste Word Search (50 KB PDF): 1-color, 8 1/2 x 11, original idea developed by the River 

Rouge Project  
�  Our Lawns Pollute - Code Buster (60 KB PDF): 1-color, 8 1/2 x 11, original idea developed by the River Rouge 

Project  
�  River Wildlife - Connect the Dots (40 KB PDF): 1-color, 8 1/2 x 11, original idea developed by the River Rouge 

Project  
�  River Fish - Name Scramble (70 KB PDF): 1-color, 8 1/2 x 11, original idea developed by the River Rouge Project  
�  Storm Drain Maze (80 KB PDF): 1-color, 8 1/2 x 11, original idea developed by the River Rouge Project  

��������� 	

����


����	��������������������������������� !�� ��"��� " �������	
�# ��
�

 
 

New Forest Service-Ad Council campaign, 
Re-connecting Kids with Nature: The Other You 
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At this moment somewhere in the world 

there is a sea turtle swimming….watch one at: 
http://www.cccturtle.org/media.php?page=video 

 
 
Kids Taking Action to preserve aquatic habitats……visit the website: http://www.aquakids.tv/  – a half-hour 
program on the FOX television network (airs locally on WFLX 12:30 PM Saturdays) features young people 
taking action across the U.S. to preserve aquatic environments and wildlife.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
News for Marine Industry and Boaters  
 
 

Mark These Dates for July 2010 
 
This information came via the Tri-County Waterway Clean-up Distribution: 
 
July 4th                        Holiday 
July 10th and 11th      Sebastian Inlet Cleanup  @ 9:15am thru 10am on the  
                                                                10th with the 11th as rain day 
July 17th and 18th      Sebastian, Wabasso and Vero crab traps and causeways  
                                                                  1:20pm thru 4pm  two days rain or shine 
July 24th and 25th      Fort Pierce Inlet cleanup @ 9:40am thru 10:40am on 
                                                               the 24th with the 25th as a rain day 
July 28-29                  Lobster mini-season 
July 31st                      Ft Pierce causeways and public fishing piers  
                                                           cleanup @ 12noon thru 3:20pm rain or shine 
  
To that end, we have contacted the Governor's office and have asked for the month of July to be set 
aside as a month to cleanup our waterways.  As it now stands, the Governor's office will be issuing a 
Proclamation naming July as Marine Debris Cleanup Month from 2010 and forward.  It appears this is 
a go and all of our efforts have made this possible. 
  
Thanks for all you have done and keep up the good work,  captain-don@comcast.net  
www.tcwaterwaycleanup.com 
 
 
 
 

Good Boaters Can Make A Big Difference 
 
Bright sunshine, cool breezes, a bit of spray as the bow turns into a wave, the chance to swim or fish — these 
are the small joys of a day on the water whether aboard a small sail boater a large motor boat. Smelling sewage, 
seeing oil slicks on the water, or getting the rudder fouled with floating trash quickly ruins the experience. 
Boating as a recreational activity is truly enhanced by clean water. Most boaters know they share the 
responsibility for protecting water quality, but the few thoughtless boaters can cause serious water pollution 
problems. 
 
Potential water pollutants are commonly separated into six major categories (nutrients, pathogens, 
sediment, toxic chemicals, floatable debris, and thermal stress), improper or careless boating practices can be 
linked to four of the six categories. Boaters can make a big difference in protecting the waters they use by 
making simple changes in the way they handle fuel and motor oils, sewage, garbage, and regular boat 
maintenance. 
GARBAGE 
Good boaters and backpackers live by the same motto, “bring back what you take out”. Tossing anything 
solid over the side of the boat is a “no-no”; that includes paper, plastic, food, cigarette butts, soda cans, and 
snarled fishing line. Worldwide it is ILLEGAL to dump anything plastic into navigable waters.  
 



 
 
 
Cut down on the potential for trash going overboard by removing excess wrapping on shore, storing food in 
reusable containers and using permanent dishes, glasses and utensils on board. Keep trash bags on board and 
take full bags home or throw them in trash cans or dumpsters with lids. Encourage the marina operator to 
provide trash and recycling facilities. Improve your part of the water by picking up trash that floats by whenever 
you are docked or anchored. 
SEWAGE/FISH WASTE 
Raw sewage is a major source of pathogens and nutrients. Treating sewage in standard marine toilet systems 
eliminates the pathogens but can add toxic chemicals and does nothing about the nutrients.  Even treated sewage 
should not be discharged within three miles of shore. Use the restrooms on shore before setting sail. If the boat 
doesn’t have a toilet, bring a portable toilet that can be emptied on shore, or include regular “pit stops” every 
few hours. If the boat has a toilet, follow the manufacturer’s recommended maintenance program and post 
instructions where they are clearly visible. Keep a trash can in the head; NOTHING should be flushed into the 
holding tank but waste and toilet paper. Use fast-dissolving marine toilet paper and environmentally friendly 
holding tank deodorants and disinfectants. At the end of the day, use a mobile or shore-based pump-out facility 
to empty the holding tank. Look for the national pump-out logo at marinas, or check cruising guides or boating 
directories. 
 
Dumping fish guts and bait overboard in restricted waters like marina basins adds to the hypoxia or low 
dissolved oxygen problem in summer months. Live bait, particularly in fresh water areas, has the potential to 
introduce foreign species, like zebra mussels, into new habitats where they cause big problems. Recycle fish 
waste and bait either by burying it in gardens as fertilizer or freezing it until your next trip. 
FUELS AND MOTOR OIL 
Avoid spills  - Millions of gallons of toxic, petroleum-based fuels and lubricants end up in the water every year 
as the result of small spills related to overfilling fuel tanks or pumping out oily bilge water. Most of these spills 
can be avoided or quickly cleaned up with proper planning and keeping a few materials on hand. Avoid over-
filling fuel tanks. Don’t rely on automatic shut-off nozzles; they may not work fast enough to avoid splash-back. 
Instead, listen to the filler pipe to know when the tank is near full. 
 
  
Fuel & Oil  - Remember that fuel expands in the tank as it warms up and leave a safety margin. Keep an oil 
absorbent pad handy to clean up drips. Portable fuel tanks should have their vents 
closed when not in use to avoid fuel vapor loss. Built in fuel tanks should have a fuel/air separator in the air vent 
line to prevent spills through the vent. Keep the engine properly tuned and maintained for best fuel efficiency 
and to avoid leaks. Keep a drip pan under the engine if possible. Boats with bilges should have an oil absorbent 
pillow or bioremediation pad with oil-eating bacteria in place to catch stray oil. Dispose of saturated materials at 
the marina waste oil recycling station. Never pump out bilge water that has an oily sheen. Avoid bilge cleaners 
with detergents or emulsifiers. They dissolve the oil into the water, worsening the potential pollution problem. If 
you do spill fuel or motor oil in the water, stop the spill immediately, contain the spill with absorbent pads or 
booms, and call the Coast Guard for assistance. The law states that any spill large enough to create sheen on the 
water must be reported. 
BOAT MAINTENANCE 
Repairs - Whenever possible, do repairs, painting and general maintenance in dry dock to keep paint chips, 
solvents and other toxic materials away from the water. Place tarps under boats when sanding or cleaning boat 
bottoms so debris can be collected and discarded properly. Use dustless or vacuum sanders to keep hull debris 
under control. Recycle used antifreeze, oil and batteries. Encourage marinas to provide appropriate recycling 
facilities. 
 
Choose the least toxic cleaning products available for the job at hand, and buy the minimum quantity 
necessary to avoid storage and disposal problems. Buy “non-toxic” or “phosphate-free” cleaning products. “Bio-
degradable” products may still be toxic. Avoid products containing ammonia, lye or petroleum distillates. Pink  



 
 
 
(propylene glycol) antifreeze/coolant is significantly less toxic than the blue-green (ethylene glycol) version. 
Follow product directions and use the least amount of chemical possible for the job. Keep caps on bottles except 
when pouring to avoid accidental spills. Wipe off cleaner and solvent residues rather than hosing them over the 
side. Wash decks with fresh water and wipe down engines frequently to cut down on the need for stronger 
chemical products. Never dump excess or used chemicals into the water, down a drain or onto the ground. 
Improperly discarded chemicals make their way back to the water, whether it’s your well water or the Indian 
River Lagoon, and cause serious pollution problems. Solvents and thinners can be used more than once if the 
solids are allowed to settle out, and the clean product is poured off the top. Each of these actions may seem so 
small they won’t make a difference, but if every boater and every person who loves the water changes one or 
two actions, we’ll make a big difference in protecting water quality. 
Source: CT Sea Grant Extension Program www.seagrant.uconn.edu 
 
 
                                                          BOAT TIPS 
Floridians enjoy using local rivers, waterways and lakes and want to use boats wisely. To limit your 
impact and help preserve our precious water resources: 

-Use on-shore garbage and sewage facilities as much as 
possible. 

-Always use pump-out facilities to empty on-board sewage 
holding tanks. 

-Minimize the use of plastic disposable objects. If used, be 
sure to dispose of them properly on land. 

-Keep a sealable container for garbage on your boat. Make 
sure everyone uses it. When disposing of your garbage at a 
marina, follow their recycling rules. 

-Never litter. Retrieve all items dropped into water, especially 
old fishing line. Retrieve any litter found in the water. 

-Place a bilge pillow-an oil absorbing sponge available in 
marine stores-in your bilge to remove oil from your bilge 
water. 

-Do not fill bottles or cans with water and try to sink them. 
-Dispose of them properly on shore. 
-Check your engine regularly to see if it is leaking oil or gas. 
-When filling gas tanks or adding oil, be careful not to spill. 
-When cleaning your boat, avoid toxic polishes or stain 

removers near the water line. 
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are very helpful when you plan your first training with children.  To keep you updated on the most current 
techniques, follow-up training is provided at your request.There is no charge for either of these instructor trainings and 
they can be set up at a time convenient for your group of staff or volunteers.  To find out more about either of these training 
programs please contact:�
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Nationwide Network of Fishing Line Recycling Bins 

Through a grant Boat U.S. Foundation received from the Brunswick Public Foundation they have partnered with 
Finger Lakes Productions and the “Our Ocean World” program on a featured segment highlighting the Reel In 
and Recycle program. The Boat U.S. Foundation launched the Reel In and Recycle Program in 2006 with grant 
funding from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and the NOAA Marine Debris program. The program 
aims to create a nationwide network of fishing line recycling bins to help anglers properly dispose of used 
fishing line. The segment aired Monday (8/17/09) evening. A link to the podcast is below. This segment aired in 
Washington DC on WETA 90.9. It also aired on 110 other stations across the US and on Armed Forces Radio.  

Reel in and Recycle: http://www.ouroceanworld.com/audio/090803-090828/OW090817.mp3 
For more information please contact Susan Shingledecker, Boat U.S. Foundation. 

 

 
 
 
Adopt-A-Fishing Bin Project - Volunteers are needed to inventory monofilament recycling bins along our 
waterfronts, and place collection boxes in marine-oriented businesses. For details contact KIRB at 388-5472 
 
Clean Boater Program  – If you would like to assist in the efforts to promote this valuable program at events 
please call KIRB at 388-5472. We can educate our citizens to utilize Florida’s Clean Marinas, Boatyards & 
Retailers, safeguard the state’s waterways, and adopt environmentally-friendly practices such as using bilge 



socks, fueling collars, and good recycling habits. For more information see 
www.dep.state.fl.us/cleanmarina/boater/default.htm  
 
 
 
 
 
 
News for Business Sector  
 
 

Great Resources Available Online 

Consider alternative materials or modifying practices to reduce the use of hazardous materials and minimize 
waste. The benefits include reduced costs for raw materials and waste disposal, improved worker health and 
safety, reduced liability risks, and improved image with customers, employees, and the public.  Resource sheets 
designed to assist you in making everyday choices that are friendlier to the environment are available at 
http://www.bouldercolorado.gov/www/pace/ressheets.html  
�
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Pollution Prevention Information 

For Specific Businesses: 

(source: 
http://www.cleanwaterprogram.com/publications_libra ryResources.htm#prevention   

 

          General Business  

�  Good Housekeeping Practices  
�  Landscape and Grounds Maintenance  
�  Parking Lots  
�  Outdoor Storage of Dry Materials  
�  Outdoor Storage of Liquid Materials  
�  Starting a New Business?  
�  Urban Pollution Prevention is Everyone's Business flyer  
�  Mercury Lamp Factsheet  
�  Mobile Cleaners  
�  Mobile Pet Cleaners  
�  Carpet Cleaners  
�  BMPs for Industrial Storm Water Pollution Control  
�  Tips for Commercial Property Owners & Managers  
�  Clean it Right (see food service section)  
�  School Facilities Best Management Practices (BMPs)  
�  Tips for a Cleaner Bay: How Your Business Can Prevent Stormwater 

Pollution. English | 
SpanishÃ� ï¿½Ã¯ Â¿Â½Ã� Â¯ Ã� Â¿Ã� Â½Ã� ï¿½Ã¯ Â¿Â½Ã� ï¿½Ã� Â | 
Chinese | Vietnamese 

Automotive Industry  

�  Vehicle Service Facilities: Best Management Practices (English) - Spanish 
- Chinese - Vietnamese  

�  Retail Gas Outlets  
�  Your Shop Can Make a Difference  
�  Guidelines for Vehicle Service Facilities  

�  Engine & Parts Cleaning & Radiator Flushing  



�  Washing Cars and Other Vehicles  
�  Changing Oil and Other Fluids  
�  Keeping a Clean Shop  
�  Body Work  
�  Tips for Managers of Vehicle Service Facilities  

Construction Industry  

�  Building Maintenance and Remodeling  
�  Finish the Pour Right  
�  Resurfacing and Paving Operations  
�  Erosion Control Standards  

Development and Redevelopment  

�  Start at the Source - Design Guidance Manual for Stormwater Quality 
Protection (1999)  

�  February 13, 2007 Workshop: "Implementing C.3 Stormwater 
Requirement." - Agenda - Presentations:  

�  Water Board Staff Perspective on Implementing Provision C.3 - 
Janet O'Hara  

�  Overview of ACCWP C.3 Stormwater Technical Guidance - Laura 
Prickett  

�  Using Site Designs to Protect Water Quality - Clark Wilson  
�  Using the Stormwater Treatment Measure Guidance for Planners - 

Ed Boscacci  
�  Hydromodification Management (HM) for Planners - Arleen Feng  
�  Using the Stormwater Treatment Measure Guidance for Engineers 

- Ed Boscacci  
�  Hydromodification Management (HM) for Engineers - Arleen Feng 

and Gary Palhegyi  
�  Using the Planting Guidance in the C.3 Stormwater Technical 

Guidance - Sarah Sutton  
�  University Village: Integrating Stormwater Controls in the Project 

Design - Greg Haet  
�  Exercise Incorporating Stormwater Controls in a Development 

Project - Ed Boscacci 
�  Workshop Presentations: Inspecting Construction of Permanent 

Stormwater Treatment Measures (March 19 and 20 2008)  
�  Title Slides  
�  Inspection of Stormwater Treatment Measures - Selina Louie, SF 

Bay Water Board  
�  Inspection Checklist Overview - Ed Boscacci, Jr, BKF Engineers  
�  Inspecting of Landscaping in Stormwater Treatment Measures - 

Sarah Sutton, Design, Community & Environment  
�  Emeryville, Stormwater Construction - Peter Schultze-Allen, City of 

Emeryville  
�  Inspecting the Installation of Permanent Stormwater Treatment 

Measures - Tim Berger, City of Fremont 

 

�  Food Service Industry   
�  Stormwater BMPs for Supermarkets and Grocery Stores  
�  Restaurants Fact sheet  
�  Restaurant BMP guide: English | Spanish | Chinese | Vietnamese  
�  Less-toxic Pest Management: Ants  
�  Less-toxic Pest Management: Cockroaches?  
�  Clean it Right! (poster): English | Spanish  
�  Don't Set a Table for Pests: English | Spanish  

 
�



 

 

 

Seven Ways to Cut Cost Without Cutting Your Lifeline (P2 at work) 
By Lorraine Haataia, PhD  

When the global economy is in a recession, all companies - from Fortune 500s to small, family-owned 
businesses - suffer. And some of the weakest ones become casualties, leaving their employees without jobs, and 
losing customers to their competitors. During these tough times, owners, executives and managers often make 
decisions about jobs, resources and facilities they think they can do without, and then they cut. But this isn't 
necessarily the best answer. The truth is, excess waste accumulates in all of these areas during prosperous times. 
When managers don't have to worry about the pennies, the company can quickly begin to leak dollars. And it 
can easily go unnoticed for months and even years.  

But when the economy tightens, companies must look for innovative ways to streamline - rather than cutting 
what might be their lifeline. Management needs to first recognize leakage within the company, and then involve 
employees, suppliers and even customers to find waste-trimming opportunities. Here are seven ways your 
company can reduce cost and improve current business practices while strengthening the core business.  

1. Have your top managers, in-house optimists and experts lead discussion groups for employees. It's common 
for companies to send employees to outside training programs that range from $199 to $1,999 per person, but 
this isn't necessary. Employees can meet regularly to discuss articles, books or DVDs on relevant, specialized 
knowledge. For example, after reading a David Allen productivity book, one executive assistant came up with 
an idea to set up a corporate calendar with the major events at all their sites. This calendar posted on their 
intranet allowed for organized planning and a reduction in their travel costs by 20 percent.  

2. Give employees flexibility to meet their personal goals and you'll build loyalty and engagement. If you've 
never asked, you may be surprised when you learn your employees' lifestyle desires and attitudes about money. 
Many of them probably want more flexible work hours and breaks, instead being held accountable to work 
results and deadlines. If you go this route, have faith in them to help set up new pay structures. Numerous 
employees may take advantage of a leave-without-pay if they had the option. Compensate in proportion to 
incoming orders and set up pay-for-performance with cost tied to revenue.  

Review your telecommuting and flex-time policies. Providing office space for all your employees is costly and 
often unnecessary. Consider surveying your employees for their work preferences and then set up processes and 
work schedules to allow more people to work remotely or from shared workstations. You can then update job 
descriptions, work instructions and measures to ensure that expected work results are clear to everyone.  

3. Implement cost-saving green solutions. If you're supplying coffee, disposable cups and other freebies to your 
employees, you may want to reconsider these expenses. Employees can bring in reusable mugs and utensils 
instead. Ask your employees, already passionate about the environment, to continually search for and implement 
cost-saving green solutions such as: installing thermostats with timers or motion sensor light switches to help 
reduce your utility bill, installing motion sensor faucets to help save water, or identifying vendors to purchase 
your waste products such as scrap metal or electronics, which can also cut back on your garbage. Green is in - 
go with it.  

4. Regularly seek estimates from your suppliers and their competitors, and you may be able to tap into a gold 
mine. Your current suppliers desire to keep your business, so persist in getting at least two additional bids on all 
your services annually. Invite them to do an analysis for new cost-saving ideas. Befriend them as potential 
partners and you'll win their mental power in giving you potentially priceless ideas. This can save you a fortune 



over time. Even if you choose to stick with the same associates, it's always a good idea to have leverage to 
renegotiate rates and agreements.  

5. Compartmentalize and prioritize your customers and their purchases. Any company offering multiple 
products or services has some that are more profitable than others. If you haven't reconsidered your less 
profitable ones recently, now is the time. Analyze the segments and the cash value differences among them. 
Once you have this data, you can restructure your pricing or sales processes to encourage customers to behave in 
ways that keep your costs down, or you may even choose to discontinue some of your services. If they truly 
want those that are less lucrative, and you choose to continue them, adjust your prices to ensure profitability.  

6. Foster trust, mental chemistry and decision-making abilities in your employees by starting a Toastmasters 
Club. Many employees complain about too frequent and ineffective meetings. One solution is to start a 
Toastmasters Club in your company and encourage everyone to participate. It's a nonprofit organization with a 
proven feedback system to advance communication and leadership aptitude. Members build self-confidence, 
overcome fears and grow relationships. Google, Starbucks, Dell, Disney, McGraw-Hill, Microsoft and many 
other top organizations sponsor clubs for their employees. At less than $100 a person per year, these clubs 
improve participants' productivity in and out of meetings. Good communication is the most essential 
competency in any company with two or more people.  

7. Involve employees in regularly adjusting operations to improve efficiency. You may be surprised at the 
excitement when you get everyone engaged in fixing their biggest frustrations and time-wasters. If you aren't 
ISO 9001 certified, get a copy of this latest Quality Management System document from the International 
Organization for Standardization. It provides a powerful set of globally-tested principles to keep everyone 
focused on continually improving processes and enhancing customer satisfaction. If you don't focus on 
improving your work systems, they quickly become outdated, reducing efficiencies and increasing risk. Your 
processes drive your bottom line, day by day, toward bankruptcy or prosperity.  

Employees can easily learn to recognize where time or resources are being wasted. Offer them incentives for 
cost-saving ideas and recognize them among their peers. Give them 10 percent back in monthly or quarterly 
payments, for example, against the annual savings opportunities they discover. This increases their loyalty and 
willingness to search for more ways to save, and the company still comes out ahead. The people you least likely 
expect, such as your lowest producers, might come up with the best ideas, since they're the ones who look for 
short cuts anyway.  

Create an environment where people expect change. Once you systematize perpetual feedback from your 
employees, customers and suppliers, your core business will thrive regardless of economic conditions.  

(Source: http://www.metra.org/ ) 
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http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/stormwater/npdes/index.htm . The industrial activity brochure 
 http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/stormwater/npdes/docs/Ind_Activity.pdf  is under revision and copies are unavailable.�
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IRC Environmental Event Calendars  
 
 

“Water Quality & Environmental Events in IRC” Calen dar 
To enhance community awareness and organizational planning, non-profit and governmental groups (no commercial groups) 
are welcome to list their environmental  events, meetings and activities occurring inside and outside the county.  Go to 
http://www.calendar.yahoo.com. The yahoo Id is IRCwaterqualityed and the password is calendar. Once you are in the 
calendar, events are easily added by selecting the desired date and clicking on "add". Please include your name, title, 
organization name and phone number in the comments section. 
 

UF/IRC Extension Service Calendar - http://indian.ifas.ufl.edu/Calendar/2009/aug_09.htm  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Local Resources Related to Environmental FAQs 

Environmental contaminants and diseases - If you have questions about these environmental health issues 
call IRC’s Environmental Health Services Division 794-7440. Following are a few of the services they provide: 
Drinking Water Quality,  Emergency Response, Environmental Hazards, Environmental Safe Drinking 
Water Laboratory, Hazardous and Toxic Waste, Public Swimming Pools and Bathing Facilities, Sewage 
Disposal, Surface Water Pollution  

(Source: http://www.myirchd.org/ClinicsandServices/EnvironmentalHealth.htm ) 

               

 

                      Indian River County’s Curbside Recycling Program   

                                 770-5113 or visit http://www.ircwaste.com/Convenience_Centers.htm  

 



 
 
�

 
Environmental Websites  
 
 
ISSUES & SOLUTIONS: 
Learning about Your Water Use Habits: A set of activities designed to help people (ages 8+) understand the 
connections between the source of the water they use and the ways their water use habits affect the environment 
and human health. http://www.epa.gov/watersense/water/drop.htm  
 
Retention Ponds - http://indian.ifas.ufl.edu/Presentations/index.html  
 
 
BMP Solutions – Alameda Clean Water Program  http://cleanwaterprogram.com/indexFlash.htm  
A Sea Turtle Swimming Somewhere in the World      http://www.cccturtle.org/videoclips/greenswimming.html    

Reduce Junk Mail    ����������� �������������
������
��������	�����
������ ��

Great Sustainability Website……… http://www.cbsm.com/public/world.lasso  

Good Stormwater Videos..............    ������������	
�
���
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The American Recovery & Reinvestment Act of 2009*, 
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Wallet-size Mercury levels in fish reference card         http://fn.cfs.purdue.edu/fish4health/Walletcard/walletcard.htm  
Innovative solutions to tough environmental problems    www.CNN.com/solutions  
Carbon Footprint Calculator  – http://www.nature.org/initiatives/climatechange/calculator/ 
www.Earth911.org  
www.BuildingSoil.org 
www.recyclefloridatoday.org 
http://www.palmbeachpost.com/green/content/shared/green/index.html 
http://www.learningtogive.org/. 
Conservation of water     http://www.sjrwmd.com/floridaswater/conservation/index.html 
Conservation Publications         https://my.sfwmd.gov/portal/page?_pageid=1874,4165804&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL  

Estuaries           http://www.estuaries.gov/estuaries101/About/Home.aspx 
Free Software to create educational and outreach tools:  http://www.etc.cmu.edu/Global/resources/software.html  
 
HOME INTERIORS 
          Green Remodeling: 
                     http://www.greenhomeguide.org/documents/regreen_guidelines.pdf  
           Eco tips     http://www.hgtv.com/home-improvement/simple-steps-to-an-eco-friendly-home/index.html 
 

GARDEN & COOKING 

        Chemical alternatives   
                              Pests - 16 fact sheets in English and 16 in Spanish designed to assist you in finding  
                              non-toxic  and less-toxic solutions for managing pests in and around the home. 
                              http://www.ourwaterourworld.org/FactSheets/tabid/66/Default.aspx  
 



        Slow Food http://www.slowfoodusa.org/index.php/slow_food/from_plate_to_planet/  

          Organic Gardening & Cooking (locally)        www.PlanetOrganicCSA.org  

           Rain Chain 
                Visit http://www.hgtv.com/home-improvement/installing-rain-chains/index.html  
 
           Rain Gardens: 
                  Select the best plants for your site at  
                       http://www.rainkc.com/index.cfm/fuseaction/plants.search/index.htm  
 
           Rain Barrels: http://rainkc.com/index.cfm/fuseaction/resources.links/cat_id/9/index.htm 

 

Top 10 Green Scholarships������ ������������	
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Rain Facts   �����������	
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     EPA and the U.S. Botanic Garden produced an on-l ine 9-minute video 
highlighting green techniques such as rain gardens,  green roofs and rain barrels to help 
manage stormwater runoff. To watch the video: http://www.epa.gov/nps/lid   
 
 
 
 
Tools for Businesses: 
            Pollution Prevention Information For Specific Businesses:   
                                    http://www.cleanwaterprogram.com/publications_libraryResources.htm#prevention  
 
          MSGP or the NPDES Stormwater program, please contact the NPDES Stormwater Notices Center 
          toll-free at 866-336-6312. Visit their website at http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/stormwater/npdes/index.htm 
 
 
Tools for Construction Industry: 

 
Low Impact Development (LID)  is a type of smart growth that simultaneously conserves green space and 
manages stormwater effectively.  

Developing a Better Way video - http://fyn.ifas.ufl.edu/videos/DevBetterWay.htm  
30 minute film http://www.clu-in.org/studio/reining.cfm 

 
Post-graduate stormwater certification course -   www.npdes.com  888-288-6852 
 
US Green Building Council (USGBC), our education programs … Executive Director 561-373-7367. For more 
information about the Treasure Coast & Palm Beach Branch activities and opportunities, please visit 
www.usgbcsf.org. 

 
            NPDES Stormwater permit applications/certifications  online:   

�   Construction Generic Permit (CGP) 
�   Multi-Sector Generic Permit (MSGP) 
�   No Exposure Exclusion (NEX) 



�   Notice of Termination (NOT) – Even if a paper Notice of Intent was submitted.   
To use iNOI or to learn more about the new system, please visit: 
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/stormwater/npdes/  If you have any questions about iNOI, please contact 
Shannan Bogdanov at (850) 245-7520 or by email at Shannan.Bogdanov@dep.state.fl.us.   

 
 
Tools for Teachers: 

The Story of Stuff – this 20-minute film explores the global materials economy and its impact on economy, 
environment and health. From its extraction through sale, use and disposal, all the stuff in our lives affects 
communities at home and abroad, yet most of this is hidden from view. The Story of Stuff  is a fast-paced, fact-
filled look at the underside of our production and consumption patterns. http://www.storyofstuff.com/index.html  

FLORIDA Environmental Literacy Plan In order for states to receive federal funding in education, an elp  must 
be adopted. To provide your suggestions for the ELP or to find out what is happening with Florida’s ELP please 
visit our wiki at http://floridaenvironmentalliteracyplan.pbwiki.com .  This wiki enables us to post documents 
online and make changes via the web instead of trying to meet in-person. This wiki is password protected to 
ensure we know who is signed on.  Send an email to jennyswithleef@yahoo.com to receive access to the site.   

             ELPs or NCLI please visit the following web sites: 
                                  National No Child Left Inside Coalition: www.nclicoalition.org   

 
              EstuaryLive! - Take your students on a free internet field trip of our nation's estuaries 
                                            http://www.estuaries.gov/estuaries101/Teachers/Home.aspx  
              Project WET  -  ������������	
����
������
�������
�	�
��������������� ��

����������������
������������
��������  http://www.eeweek.org/resources/water_quality .    

              

 

              Recognition Certificates -   

                                               http://www.eeweek.org/assets/files/certificates/EEWeek_student_bwcert_form.pdf 
 

              Protecting our Watersheds   - National Standards Addressed by Protecting Our Watersheds.doc  

 
              EARTH FORCE 6-step process  -   http://www.earthforce.org/content/article/detail/574  �

              Equipping Educators with instructional resources –  
                                                                      http://www.earthforce.org/content/article/detail/1959  
 

 
Environmental Groups 
 
Indian Riverkeepers    www.indianriverkeeper.org 
Keep Indian River Beautiful   www.kirb.org 
Aquatic Preserve –East Central Office (manages Intracoastal Waterway north of Vero’s north bridge) –  
                Volunteer Coordinator James.Eager@dep.state.fl.us  
Aquatic Preserve – Southeast Office (manages Intracoastal Waterway south of Vero’s north bridge) – 
               Volunteer Coordinator Mark.McGee@dep.state.fl.us  
Manatee Center - http://www.manateecenter.com/  
Florida Native Plant Society -  http://www.fnps.org/  
IRC Environmental Learning Center www.ELCweb.org  
 
 
 



 
Local Resources: 
KIRB’s Re-use Exchange Center’s Hours: Monday-Thursday from 10am-3pm 

Residents are encouraged to save used materials, rather than throw them away, and bring them to 
KIRB’s Re-Use Exchange Center located within KIRB’s office at 1255 Main Street, Sebastian, FL 
32958 For further information call 772-388-5472. 

Sebastian Inlet Webcam     http://www.sebastianinletcam.com/  
IRC Pond Maintenance & Environmental Water Quality http://indian.ifas.ufl.edu/Presentations/index.html 
State of Florida Department of Health/Environmental Health Division in IRC:  
       If you have questions about environmental health issues call their office in Vero Beach at 794-7440  
             http://www.myirchd.org/ClinicsandServices/EnvironmentalHealth.htm 
UF/IRC Extension Service, 770-5030   http://indian.ifas.ufl.edu/   
                 See educational videos on IRC Pond Maintenance & Environmental Water Quality   
                    (http://indian.ifas.ufl.edu/Presentations/index.html ) 
Barrier Island Sanctuary - One and a half miles north of Sebastian Inlet, the Barrier Island Sanctuary 
Management & Education Center, 8385 South Highway A1A, Melbourne Beach, serves as the focal point for 
the Archie Carr Refuge. www.barrierislandcenter.com Open Tue-Sun 9:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m., closed Mondays.  
 
OxBow Eco Center - (772) 785-5833 or visit www.stlucieco.gov/erd/oxbow.     

 
 
 
 
Grant Deadlines 
 
�

FY 2010 Community-Based Marine Debris Removal Project Grants OPEN!  This is the fourth year of the 
Community-based Marine Debris Removal Project Grants, a grant partnership between the NOAA Marine 
Debris Program (MDP) and NOAA Restoration Center (RC). These grants are funded by the MDP, and 
administered by RC. This call is open to projects which will catalyze the implementation of locally driven, 
community-based marine debris prevention and removal projects that will benefit coastal habitat, waterways, 
and NOAA trust resources including anadromous fish.Applications must be received and validated by 
Grants.gov, postmarked, or provided to a delivery service on or before 11:59 p.m. EDT, October 31, 2009.For 
more information visit http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/habitat/restoration/projects_programs/crp/partners_ 
funding/callforprojects2.html 
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 Please be advised the Department has about $1.5 million for stormwater retrofit projects and that we are 
looking for a few good projects to be submitted.  Preferably these should be projects listed in a BMAP (adopted 
or in progress).  We will rank projects in July using the criteria in 62-305.  Grant application and information is 
available at: http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/watersheds/tmdl_grant.htm. Please note below that for this 
particular funding pool is not a general call for proposals and they are focusing entirely on “retrofit projects that 
are included in adopted or draft BMAPs .” As there are currently zero adopted or draft BMAPs in the District, 
this current funding pool is not applicable now.   However, in the future, this will be an important funding 
mechanism for BMAP related projects as we (the community we) make progress on that phase of the TMDL 
program.  So interested stakeholders may want to educate themselves on what scores the highest for this grant 
by going to the link below.  Project submittal details can be found on the webpage above.  Please contact Eric 
Livingston with any questions: Eric.Livingston@dep.state.fl.us. 


