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     Volume 2  Number 9 November 2009                                                                                       Indian River County Pollution Reporting Hotline # 226-1888                      

View past issues on the IRC stormwater website at www.ircgov.com/stormwater    
 
          IRC citizens are learning and implementing proper outdoor chemical applications, revised disposal methods, and erosion control  
               techniques to avoid contaminating all water that runs off their properties. Property water runoff from urban areas and  
                   construction activities are the most significant pollution contributors. Through self-awareness, implementing new 
                        behaviors, motivating others, and reporting waste disposed into storm drains and water bodies, 
                              IRC citizens are “Turning the Tide” of polluted property water runoff fr om reaching our oceans. 
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Adapt One Habit per Month 
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                                                                                     Source: http://MarineCleanupInitiativeInc.blogspot.com     

Why wait until the New Year to start your resolutions? By changing one habit per month in how you handle and 
dispose of yard and household chemicals/materials you can decrease the quantity and increase the quality of 
stormwater that leaves your property. 

Each month a best management practice- BMP (proper disposal method) is featured in this newsletter. This 
month the featured BMP addresses the disposal of water from swimming pools, fountains and spas. If you 
don’t have any of these items, share the information with others that do. Also, be observant and report if 
someone is not following these procedures….should you see someone dewatering improperly call the hotline at 
226-1888. We will educate the property owner and/or sub-contractor so they don’t repeat the behavior. 
Depending on the situation, when people have been educated and then don’t follow the proper procedures then 
enforcement is considered. 

Pollution is carried by stormwater into the Indian River Lagoon. It’s as simple as that. With each one of us 
reducing the source of pollution from our individual properties we can “reduce the impact of our actions.”   
 
Your actions support the way you value water.  Join your IRC neighbors in treating water as a resource, not as a 
waste product,  
 
                 Diane Wilson, IRC Stormwater Education Coordinator, dwilson@ircgov.com  
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MEDIA TO WATCH: OPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN ABOUT STORMW ATER 
 

        Radio - WTTP 1490 am 
 Each Tuesday @ 8:50 am  Sr. Stormwater Inspector & Enforcement Coord., Todd Tardif, reports from Main Relief Canal 
 1st Wed/month @ 8:50 am Stormwater Education Coordinator, Diane Wilson, presents overview of monthly newsletter 
 
       Television -  IRC Government TV Channel 27 and  www.ircgov.com/video  
         Continuous Public Services Announcements are run throughout the day 
 
        Newspaper – Vero Press Journal 
              Last Thursday/month – look for the stormwater section on the “Earth Matters” educational page  
 
        Magazine – Vero Beach Magazine 
                  Each month a Public Service Advertisement is published 
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Indian River’s Commitment  
To One of its Greatest Assets, Water 

Indian River County staff, residents and businesses are committed to the idea of treating water as a 
resource, not as a waste product by using stormwater BMPs (Best Management Practices) in their daily 
activities. Only rain (stormwater) goes down the stormdrain, thus only the minimum amount of non-
contaminated stormwater runoff should leave a property. Ways to minimize and prevent contaminating 
stormwater by implementing BMPs are available at www.ircgov.com/stormwater . 



 

 

 

KEEP YOUR EYES OPEN FOR POLLUTION …………Indian River County is required to inspect and 
document potentially illicit connections and discharges to its storm water drainage system and/or waters of the 
state. Improper handling and disposal of materials that creates a discharge to a storm sewer system is illegal. The 
company and/or property owner and individuals responsible are subject to civil and criminal prosecution. 

 
The Definition of Illicit Discharges and Connections 

 
 ILLICIT DISCHARGES:  No person shall drain, deposit, place, or otherwise  discharge or 
cause to be discharged into the County’s MS4 (multi -sector sewer system: swales, 
stormdrains, canals, ponds, lagoon), any discharge that is not composed entirely of 
stormwater.  
 
Examples of illicit discharges (including but not limited to): 

1.  Petroleum products including, but not limited t o, oil, gasoline and grease 
2.  Solid waste or sanitary sewage 
3. Chemicals including, but not limited to, fertili zers and pesticides 
4.  Paints, solvents, or degreasers 
5.  Concrete slurry 
6.   Laundry wastes or soaps 
7.   Antifreeze and other automotive products 
8.   Soil 
9.   Leaves, branches and other yard/landscaping wa ste 
10.   Construction materials 
11.   Toxic or poisonous solids or liquids 
12.   Solids or suspended solids in such quantities  or of such size capable of 
        causing interference or obstruction to the flow in the stormwater system 

 
ILLICIT CONNECTIONS:  1) any drain or conveyance, whether on the surface or subsurface, 
which allows any illicit discharge to enter the stormwater system including, but not limited to, any 
connections to the storm drain system from indoor drains and sinks; or 2) any drain or conveyance 
connected from a commercial or industrial land use to the storm drains system which has not been 
documented in plans, maps, or equivalent records and approved by an authorized enforcement 
agency. 
 
Examples of illicit connections (including but not limited to): 
Although illicit discharges can enter the storm drain system in various ways, they generally result from either 
direct connections (e.g., wastewater piping either mistakenly or deliberately connected to the storm drains) or 
indirect connections (e.g., infiltration into the storm drain system, spills, or "midnight dumping"). 
 
 
Exceptions:  If the discharge is composed of one or more of the following categories of discharges 
then it is not considered an illicit discharge: 
  1. A discharge authorized by, and in full compliance with, an NPDES permit; 
  2. A discharge or flow resulting from fire fighting by the Fire Department; 
  3. Waterline flushing if the water does not contain harmful quantities of total residual chlorine or 



                  any other chemicals used in disinfection; 
  4. Lawn watering or landscape irrigation; 
  5. Diverted stream flows; 
  6. Uncontaminated discharge from a foundation drain, crawl space pump, or footing drain; 
  7.  Flow from a potable water source if the flow does not contain any harmful substance or material  
                from the cleaning or draining of a storage tank or other container; 
  8. Air conditioning condensate; 
  9. Water from individual residential car washing*; 
10. Dechlorinated private swimming pool discharges; 
11. Water from street sweeping operations; 
12. A discharge or flow of uncontaminated stormwater or groundwater from an excavation. 
 
NOTE  *These guidelines are still applicable even when using cleaning products labeled “nontoxic” and    
              “biodegradable.” “Nontoxic” means the product is not toxic to the user. “Biodegradable” means the  
                product will eventually break down.  
 
WITHIN PRIVATE DEVELOPMENTS: 
If an illicit discharge occurs within a private development, the County Public Works Department has no 
jurisdiction. When you observe an illicit discharge in a private development call one or more of the following 
agencies: St. John’s River Water Management District’s Compliance Manager, Janice Unger at 321-676-6600; 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection at 1-877-272-8335; and the appropriate local law enforcement 
agency. Homeowner Associations are encouraged to order free 16-page easy to read booklets for their board and 
residents: “Neighborhood Guide to Stormwater Systems,” available at 
http://www.sjrwmd.com/publications/index.html . This booklet explains why stormwater ponds are important 
and details how to maintain ponds. 
 
 
WITHIN UNINCORPORATED COUNTY LIMITS  
When an illicit discharge occurs within a County road right-of-way or on other County property, the 
County will actively attempt to stop the illegal activity. When you observe an illicit discharge Monday – 
Friday between 8 am – 5 pm on County property, call the Indian River County Pollution Reporting System at 
772-226-1888 (Sprint/Nextel customers dial #IRC) or online, www.ircgov.com/stormwater ; after normal 
working hours call the appropriate local law enforcement agency (on County land call the IRC Sheriff’s 
Department or in a specific city call the related city police department). Any questions or concerns concerning 
flooding or maintenance of ditches, swales or stormdrains are to be submitted to IRC’s Road and Bridge 
Division at 772-770-5085. 
 
Presentations are available to educate residents on the healthy ways to maintain their properties so they can reduce runoff 
and avoid contaminating runoff by contacting Diane Wilson, Stormwater Education Coordinator, dwilson@ircgov.com�
�

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Program your cell phone……… 
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Featured BMP(Best Management Practice): 
 Proper Disposal Method for Pools and Spas 

 
In Indian River County, many storm drains flow directly to the Indian River Lagoon with no treatment provided for the 
stormwater.  The way you maintain your swimming pool, spa, or fountain can make a significant difference in the water 
quality of our surface waters, canals, and Indian River Lagoon.  Remember that the owner may be liable for the 
practices of their contractor.  Be sure you know how your contractor will be disposing of the pool, spa, or fountain water 
and filter backwash water. 
 
Discharges of chemically-treated water from residential pools, spas and fountains can create problems when it mixes with 
stormwater and travels to canals and ultimately the Indian River Lagoon. Chlorine and other chemicals used in 
maintaining pools and spas, which often include acidic or alkaline cleaning compounds, can have a negative impact on the 
plant and aquatic life in surface waters.  Even at low levels, chlorine can be toxic to aquatic life.  Rule No. 62-302.530, 
Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.) limits the discharge of total residual chlorine to surface water bodies to < 0.01 
milligram per liter (mg/L).  In addition, turbidity associated with backwashing and cleaning may also violate surface water 
quality standards. Discharging pool, spa, or fountain water to the sanitary sewer system is prohibited by local ordinances.  
 

 To help protect Florida’s environment, the following Best Management Practices (BMPs) should be followed when 
draining chemically-treated water or discharging filter backwash water into the environment.  

 
BEFORE DRAINING CHLORINATED WATER:  

 
Avoid draining/backwashing your pool during periods of drought, significant rainfall events and when watering 

restrictions are in place.  



 
Allow the water to stand for at least 48 hours after the last addition of chlorine.   
 
To drain a pool quickly, chlorine-neutralizing chemicals such as sodium thiosulfate are available at local pool supply 

companies. 
 
Using a standard pool test kit measure the total chlorine residual in the water until it reads zero, and the pH which must be 

between 6.5 and 8.5.  
 
For Public Swimming Pool and Bathing Places, refer to 64E-9.00411), F.A.C. for information on required test kits.  
 
The water should be clear and free of solids.  
 
Do not use algaecides containing copper or silver as they can harm normal algal and plant growth in surface water bodies. 

Read the list of active ingredients on the product labels, see that it states its EPA registered, and follow directions. 
When in doubt do not discharge to surface water.  

 
Heated water should be allowed to cool to air/standing temperature before discharging. 
 
 
 

PLAN WHERE TO DISCHARGE WATER:  
 

Direct the discharge over a vegetated surface, such as grass or in a trench, so some level of filtration can occur.  Do not 
discharge on areas recently treated with herbicides or pesticides. 

 
Control the rate of discharge across your property to avoid erosion, runoff, and nuisance conditions for neighboring 

properties.  Nuisance conditions such as the creation of odors, mosquito breeding conditions, or flooding can occur 
when water is ponded for a prolonged period.  

 
Preventative measures set up in advance can prevent runoff and avoid the opportunity for the water to carry contaminants 

in its path to impervious surfaces such as paved streets and sidewalks.   
 
 
 

 
The Environmental Learning Center’s (ELC) 

 2009 – 2010 Program Guide 
Is Available 

 
The catalog provides you with a complete listing of all of educational and entertaining programs through May 2010.  Covering all 

ages from young children to teens and adults, the programs include naturalist-led land excursions and lagoon explorations by 
pontoon boat, canoe and kayak. A six-part lecture series and Green Living Workshops is offered on Saturdays  

The ELC’s 2009 – 2010 Program Guide is available by calling the ELC at 
589-5050 or by clicking on ELC 2009-2010 Program Guide 

 
The ELC has a 64-acre campus ideally situated at the southern entrance 

to the Pelican Island National Wildlife refuge. You can visit it on 
County road 510 between U.S. 1 and A-1-A at the western end of the 

                                        Wabasso Bridge. Or by boat along the Intracoastal Waterway.  
 

The mission of the ELS is to provide comprehensive environmental education 
that will instill an understanding of our natural world and will motivate participants 

to be active stewards of our natural resources. Visit www.DiscoverELC.org 

 



 
 

      “We can Learn a lot From Wildlife”  
                    (courtesy of Margie Reynolds, C ity of Sebastian)  

 
 

 
 
 

When the City of Sebastian relocated an Osprey nest from their city hall communication tower 
 they found the osprey had “recycled” this pulley belt covered with barnacle and  

oyster that some person littered in the Indian River lagoon. The Osprey are creative recyclers by 
using it for their nest!   
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Window Farms are vertical, hydroponic, modular, low-energy, high-yield edible window gardens built using 
low-impact or recycled local materials. This system can churn-out a salad per week. The window farm described 
in a How-To Guide available at the website below is a reservoir system. A water pump on a timer periodically 
pumps water and liquid nutrients from the bottom reservoir to the top reservoir. There are small holes drilled 
into the underside of the top reservoir. Small drip emitters with valves let out a constant drip of water and 
nutrients into a column of plants. Each plant sits in a grow medium in a net cup (a perforated plastic cup 
commonly used in hydroponics), within an inverted plastic water bottle. The cap of each water bottle has a hole 
in it so that the water and nutrients can drip from one bottle to the next, from the top to the bottom of the column 
of plants. The bottom-most bottles are connected to tubing that takes the water and nutrients into the bottom 
reservoir, where it sits until the pump turns on again. Visit  http://www.windowfarms.org/  



 
 
 

Dog Poop Pollutes the Lagoon 
 
Are you guilty of leaving your dog’s waste on your neighbor’s lawn because you thought you were 
providing free fertilizer? Or perhaps you don’t scoop the poop because you think it’s downright 
disgusting! 
 
Imagine if all dog owners in Indian River County didn’t scoop the poop – with over 14,000 registered 
dogs in the County that would be over 35,000 pounds of dog waste per day. Pet waste is a subject 
everyone likes to avoid, but it is more than smelly and unsightly – it is a health risk to pets and people, 
especially children. When it rains, pet waste left on trails, sidewalks and grassy areas can wash into the 
nearest canal. Even if you can’t see water near you, the feces go into storm drains and then travel to your 
neighborhood pond or canal untreated. Like human waste, animal waste may contain harmful bacteria 
and viruses, rendering the water unfit for irrigation, recreation or other uses. Pet waste also contains 
nutrients that will accelerate the growth of nuisance algae in ponds, canals and the Lagoon. So please, 
scoop the poop – it’s the healthy and neighborly thing to do. It’s also the law. Per the County’s nuisance 
ordinance 302.5 owners or handlers shall remove and dispose of feces left on public or private property.  
 
Bring a plastic bag with you when walking your dog. Use the bag as a glove to scoop the waste, then turn 
the bag incise out and tie to seal. Homeowners should remove pet waste from their yards before it rains or 
bury it a minimum of 5” deep.  
 
 
 

SURF YOUR WATERSHED 
 

You know your street address, right? Your “earth address” is your watershed. Know what it is. It’s just 
as important, if not more important, than your street address. The Environmental Protection Agency 
maintains a “Surf Your Watershed web site. (http://cfpub.epa.gov/surf/locate/index.cfm ). You can input 
your zip code or the name of your city or town to find out what watershed you live in. When you look at a 
map of your area notice the closest water bodies to your home. Chances are you live in the watershed of 
those surface waters. The National Map (http://nationalmap.usgs.gov/ ) will show most of the water 
bodies in your area.  Source: www.trashbash.org/documents/watershed_poster.pdf   
 
 
 

Water Converted Into Beer 
 

Beer, made entirely from on-site captured rainwater was recently produced in Atlanta, GA. Rainwater catchment 
system company, RainHarvest Systems, partnered with 5 Seasons Restaurant and Brewery to create the first 
micro brewed beer made entirely with rainwater in the United States. See a short clip about it at 
http://www.cnn.com/video/#/video/living/2009/09/26/wolf.its.raining.beer.cnn  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Apprenticeship Training Program for the  
New Green Construction Economy  

 
 

A regional Green Collar Task Force, the Green Collar Jobs Consortium, got a little 'greener' in October 
thanks to a $500,000 state grant. The funds will be used for apprenticeship programs that focus on labor 
opportunities for green building projects, including energy efficiency, the reduction of pollution, retrofitting, 
protection of natural resources, and utilization of renewable power sources. The apprenticeship program is 
expected to be in place by early 2010 with the goal of enrolling 100 workers in the first six months of 
operations. 

The Green Collar Jobs Consortium addresses the needs of training new and employed workers to meet 
the building and retrofitting construction demands of a growing green economy within the Treasure Coast. The 
consortium, in addition to IRC, includes St. Lucie, Martin, and Okeechobee Counties.  

St. Lucie County and Workforce Solutions applied for and received the $500,000 through a grant from 
the Business Competitiveness Council of Workforce Florida, Inc.'s WINGS (Workforce Innovative New 
Generations Solutions) program. Roger Hudspeth II, chairman of The Green Collar Task Force as well as the 
West Palm Beach Sheet Metal Joint Apprenticeship Committee, is enthusiastic and extremely grateful to have 
had this developing apprenticeship training facility awarded the WINGS grant. 

"This unique opportunity for funding relieves a huge burden off of our minds so that we can now focus 
on our fundamental mission to provide new apprenticeship training throughout various participating building 
trade crafts, but also develop the essential continual education opportunities needed to keep up with new and 
emerging technologies for clean energy sources," added Hudspeth II. 

The St. Lucie County Green Collar Task Force, often referred to as the Green Collar Job Apprenticeship 
Initiative Consortium, is a collaboration of representatives from the St. Lucie County Board of County 
Commissioners, Workforce Solutions-Region 20, and a consortium of five trade unions, including: Insulators 
Local Union No. 60, FL Carpenters Regional Council Training, Iron Workers Local Union No. 402, Painters & 
Allied Trades District Council No. 78 and the West Palm Beach Sheet Metal Local JATC Union No. 32.   

“Our partnership with St. Lucie County and the Green Collar Jobs Consortium for an apprenticeship 
training program for the new green construction economy is unique and exciting.  We are looking forward to 
working with the partners to train new workers and upgrade the skills of our existing construction workforce," 
said President/CEO of Workforce Solutions Gwenda Thompson. 

The $500,000 grant will fund staff to coordinate the program across the Treasure Coast and recruit 
trainees to the project, a Career Planner to provide counseling and support for trainees, a community-awareness 
campaign, instructional materials and supplies, as well as training incentives to employers hiring apprentices 
from the program.   

The Green Collar Task Force will utilize space inside St. Lucie County's Logistics Center located on 
U.S. 1 in Fort Pierce as its training facility. The instructors will be provided by the trade unions and the overall 
administrative management and worker recruitment will be done by Workforce Solutions. Training 
opportunities are open to all Treasure Coast residents. For more information regarding this program call the 
Workforce Solutions office at 1-866-4-U-2-HIRE 
 

 
 

Why risk pesticide exposure when you can try safer alternatives? 
  

Print out and hang this chart “AUDUBON: Guide for a Healthy yard and Beyond 
10 Commandments for a Healthy Yard” near your garden supplies 

as a reminder to make kinder choices…. 
http://www.audubon.org/bird/pdf/pesticideguide.pdf 

 



 
 

 
 
 

NEW: Environment Events Now Located All On One List! 
 

Community, non-profits and governmental entities are welcome to list all their environmental events and 
activities on the Indian River County Cultural Arts Calendar in the “Community & Special Events category” at  
www.cultural-council.org .  Just email information to Sharon at send events to info@cultural-council.org  and she will put 
the info on the calendar! 
  
  
 

Volunteers Needed at State Park 
 

You may have heard that Laurel Wilt Disease is currently devastating the population of Red bay trees in the 
area.  We have been trying to pre-treat as many of our trees as we can before this disease reaches the park.  We 
estimate that the park has 150 to 200 large red bay trees in the coastal hammock.  Currently we have treated 
about 35 and would like our maintained population to be 100.  We discovered an infected red bay tree only 10 
miles from the park and realized we are losing time  - quickly.  The treatment process involves macro-injection 
of the fungicide propocanizole (Alamo is the brand name).  I need people willing to donate time - manpower is 
currently my only limiting factor in treatment.  To treat a tree takes 2 - 3 hours. If you are interested in learning 
the macro-injection procedure please contact me (772) 519-2135.  - Ms. Cass Meadows, Park Ranger 
Fort Pierce Inlet State Park 
 
Note: From Dale Armstrong, Senior Forester, FL Dept of Forestry …. Be advised that the macro-
injections of the fungicide propocanizole (Alamo brand name) appear to provide benefits for 
approximately a year.  Annual treatments may be necessary. Fact is, we haven’t “been in the game long 
enough” to know of the long term effects (good and/or bad) of this kind of treatment.  At this point, 
there is still no silver bullet for the treatment of laurel wilt. If anyone has any success in protecting red 
bays over the next 3 years, the entomologists and pathologists up in Gainesville would be thrilled to 
know about it…and so would I. 
 
 
 
 
 

Considering Converting an Abandoned Septic System into a Cistern? 
 

Active septic tank systems cannot be converted into a cistern. But there are two options available for unused 
septic tanks – abandonment (destruction), or conversion to rain collecting cisterns for nonpotable garden use. 

There are a number of compelling reasons for conversion to cisterns. Of course water conservation is a main 
reason. Another is abatement of stormwater run-off since all of the rainwater from a roof is saved instead of 
running along the ground sweeping waste into the near-shore waters. Convenience of use during drought-caused 
water restrictions, and water cost savings are other good reasons (source: http://fkwaf.wordpress.com/septic-
tank-to-cistern-conversions/ ). 

The most recent septic tank code change (Chapter 64E-6 Florida Administrative Code, June 2009) addressed 
septic tank to cistern conversions. Homeowners don’t need a variance, but there is a permitting, testing and 



inspection procedure. Remember that to do this conversion, your home or business must have a method of 
wastewater disposal—either public sewer or an approved sewage disposal system. For more information contact 
the Indian River County Health Department at 794-7440.    
 
 
 

MANDATORY Landscape Irrigating Requirements in IRC*  
During Eastern Standard Time (November 1st – March 7) 

 
NOTE:  St. John’s River Water Management District 
 has hired a private contractor to enforce the rule .  

They travel around the district. 
 

Landscape irrigation  
 
Is only allowed 1 day/week , and only between 4 p.m. and 9 a.m. 
  
           Residential:    Odd (or no address) numbered addresses – Saturday only 
                                 Even numbered addresses – Sunday only 
           Non-residential:   Tuesday only  
 
 

�  On each day that landscape irrigation occurs, it is  limited to  
                     3/4 inch of water and 
                     no more than one hour per irri gation zone  

 
* St. Johns River Water Management District (SJRWMD) Governing Board 

adopted these rule amendments Dec. 2008. For information about the rule, visit the SJRWMDWeb site at 
www.sjrwmd.com/irrigationrule 

 
 
 
 

Conserve Electric Power 
Electric power generation produces more pollution than any other single industry in the U.S. 
resulting in acid rain, urban smog and global climate change–all of which adversely affect the ocean. 

• Use energy efficient, compact florescent lights wherever possible. 
• Set your clothes washer to the warm or cold setting, not hot. 
• Turn down your water heater thermostat. Thermostats are often set to 140 degrees F  
              when 120 is usually fine. 
• Make sure your dishwasher is full when you run it and use the energy saving setting 
             and let the dishes air dry. (www.ecomall.com) 

 
 
 

Recycle Campaign Signs 

What happens to all of the campaign signs after elections?  Before you head to your trash can with sign in hand, 
consider donating the unwanted signs to Keep Indian River Beautiful’s ReUse Exchange Center.   

By covering the existing information with poster board or paint, campaign signs can be used to announce a yard 
sale or gift wrapped in celebratory paper to direct guests to a party.   



Signs can be dropped off at Habitat for Humanity on US Hwy 1, the Senior Resource Association on 6th Avenue 
and 14th Street or visit KIRB at 1255 Main Street in Sebastian on Tuesdays or Thursdays from 10:00am-
5:00pm.    
  
By diverting reusable materials from the landfill, you are making a difference in your community. For more 
information on the Reuse Exchange Center please contact Keep Indian River Beautiful at 772-388-5472. 

 
 
 
 

 
Global Materials Economy 

 
People change longstanding behaviors when there are sufficient benefits for doing so and when the barriers 
against the change are minimized.  
 
One step towards achieving this is to educate people about production, consumption and disposal patterns. The 
Story of Stuff is a 20-minute fast-paced, fact-filled look at the underside of our production and consumption 
patterns.  
 
The video, accessible at http://www.storyofstuff.com/index.html, explores the global materials economy and its 
impact on economy, environment and health. From its extraction through sale, use and disposal, all the stuff in 
our lives affects communities at home and abroad, yet most of this is hidden from view.  
 
The Story of Stuff exposes the connections between a huge number of environmental and social issues, and calls 
us together to create a more sustainable and just world. It'll teach you something, it'll make you laugh, and it just 
may change the way you look at all the stuff in your life forever. 

                                     10 Little and Big Things You Can Do 

1. Power down!   
2. Waste less.   
3. Talk to everyone about these issues.   
4. Make Your Voice Heard.   
5. DeTox your body, home, and the Economy. 
6. Unplug (the TV and internet) and Plug In (the co mmunity).   
7. Park your car and walk…and when necessary MARCH!   
8. Change your lightbulbs…and then, change your par adigm.   
9. Recycle your trash. 
10. Buy Green, Buy Fair, Buy Local, Buy Used, and most importantly,   

                  Buy Less.   
 
 

Nov 1st   Documentary Film  GIMME GREEN   
 

A free viewing of this film, providing a humorous look at America's lawn obsession and its impact on our water 
supply, will be shown Sunday, November 1st at 7:00 PM at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship on the corner 
of 27th Avenue and 16th Street in Vero Beach.  This award-winning documentary film explores the social 
standards and challenges created by our nation's $40 billion turf industry.  
  



The history of turf and alternative landscape approaches including the use of Florida native plants will be 
discussed by Cammie Donaldson, Executive Director of the Association of Florida Native Nurseries.   
 
 

November 4   FREE ONE-WOMAN RAWLINGS SHOW  
�

The "Life and Times of Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings" - a one-woman characterization by Karen De Vos on 

Wednesday, Nov. 4, starting at 6:30 p.m. will be held at the Fort Pierce Branch Library. 

This free event is a special tribute to the centennial celebration of Rawlings’ life and writings. Rawlings 

is the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of "The Yearling," "Cross Creek," "Jacob's Ladder," "Cracker Chidlins" and 

more.  

De Vos, a retired teacher and school librarian, has been transforming herself into Rawlings and 

performing for schools, libraries, churches and other groups since 1996. During the performance, De Vos 

discusses Rawlings' colorful Florida "Cracker" characters such as Uncle Benny with his eight hound dogs, 300-

pound Quincey Dove, who dotes on her husband, Will, and Fred Thompkin's panther ghost on the Oklawaha 

River. The Fort Pierce Branch of the St. Lucie County Library System is located at 101 Melody Lane. For more 

information call (772) 462-2787 

In 2007 the Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings house and farm yard was designated as a National Historic 

Landmark. The National Historic Landmark designation is the highest such recognition accorded by our nation 

to historic properties determined to be of exceptional value in representing or illustrating an important theme, 

event or person in the history of the nation. You can walk back in time to the 1930s farm life by taking a tour of 

her cracker style home and farm, where she lived for 25 years and wrote her Pulitzer prize-winning novel. The 

Yearling near the tiny community of Cross Creek in central Florida. Visit 

http://www.floridastateparks.org/marjoriekinnanrawlings/  

 
 

Nov 7 Lecture: Florida's Changing Coastal Future 
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The Institute for Local Self Reliance’s (ILSR) mission is to provide innovative strategies, working models and 
timely information to support environmentally sound and equitable community development. To this end, ILSR 
works with citizens, activists, policymakers and entrepreneurs to design systems, policies and enterprises that 
meet local or regional needs; to maximize human, material, natural and financial resources; and to ensure that 
the benefits of these systems and resources accrue to all local citizens. The Waste to Wealth program has helped 
communities research and demonstrate recycling and composting programs that reduce the need for disposal 
facilities and increase local economic growth. For more information on this visit 
http://www.ilsr.org/recycling/index.html  

 

From page 6 of ILSR’s 2008 annual report 
http://www.ilsr.org/pubs/2008yearendreport.pdf : In 2008, ILSR continued its three-
decade effort to stop construction of incineration capacity throughout the U.S. Our 
publication, Stop Trashing the Climate, made headlines with its findings that 
preventing waste and expanding reuse, recycling, and composting programs – that is, 
aiming for zero waste – is one of the fastest, cheapest, and most effective strategies 
available for combating climate change. Released in June with Eco-Cycle and the 

Global Anti-Incinerator Alliance, the report concluded that significantly decreasing waste disposed in landfills 
and incinerators will reduce greenhouse gas emissions the equivalent to closing 21% of U.S. coal-fired power 
plants. In addition to calling for no new incineration capacity, the report calls for an end to landfilling 
biodegradable materials. It is the first report to broadly publicize the connection between composting and 
mitigation of methane emissions from landfills. Landfills are a top source of methane, a greenhouse gas 72 times 
more potent than carbon dioxide. In 2008, ILSR increased the number of jurisdictions in which we are assisting 
local governments in developing alternative business models for resource management to replace wasting as 
usual (St. Lucie County, FL is one of them). 
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Friday November 20      9:00 AM to 12:00 PM 
 Indian River County Agriculture Forum 

 
 
Who should attend: Farmers, citizens and decision makers looking for the right 

combination to unlock Indian River County’s potential for agricultural 
sustainability 

 
What:  A public gathering to discuss the current situation and  future of 

land use, water supply and research efforts as  they pertain to 
sustainable agriculture in Indian River County  

 
Where: The Richardson Center at Indian River State College, Mueller 

Campus, 6155 College Lane, Vero Beach, FL  
 
Why:    To come up with solutions to the dilemmas facing     
    agriculture in our County  
 
Ag Forum Moderator:    Frank “Sonny” Williamson, a 5th generation Floridian and President 

of Williamson Cattle Company, a family owned citrus and cattle 
operation  

 



Hosted by:    The Indian River Soil and Water Conservation District 
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Taught by Dr. Jim Masterson, Director of Harbor Branch’s Ocean Discovery Center 

You’ll learn about the natural and human alterations made throughout history, along  
with various exotic issues about our backyard estuary.  

Hosted by FAU’s Lifelong Learning Society  
$55 for non-members $45 for members 

Sign up for this and other FAU Lifelong classes by contacting 
 Kellie Leveille at 772-873-3338 or email at kleveill@fau.edu  

 

 

Register by December 1st .... 

Boxwood Christmas Tree Workshop 
Hosted by the Garden Club of Indian River County, Inc.  

 

 
 

Jennifer Sauter, a Nationally Accredited Flower Show Life Judge, will present the 14th Boxwood Program at 9 
am on Friday, Dec. 11, 2009 at the Garden Center, 2526 17th Avenue, Vero Beach.  
There will be a limit of 40 people who may participate in this program by making their own Boxwood Tree. 
Participants are requested to bring their own clippers. Pre-registration and a $20 pre-payment are required. 
Please send a check made payable to Garden Club of Indian River County before Dec.1st. This program is open 
to members and non-members. For additional information log on to: http://www.gardenclubofirc.org  

 



 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar with these 2010 Events 

January 26-27, 2010 

 
 

FFGC 
District X  

54TH ANNUAL 
TROPICAL SHORT 

COURSE 
January 26 and 27, 2010 

“TROPICAL 
GARDENS” 

at  
Mounts Botanical Garden  

West Palm Beach          
 

Tuesday, January 26th Presentations: 
-Landscape Design with Natives by 
Sanchez and Maddux 
-Going Green...Reducing Your Carbon 
Footprint at Home by Maisie Ross 
-Guided Tour of Mounts Gardens 
featuring Bromeliads & Butterfly 
Gardens 
-Designer:Janice Hamlin 
 
Additional TRI-REFRESHER 
seminars— late afternoon and evening 
Ethnobotany-Using Native Plants 
Medicinally—Charlie McDaniel 
Landscape & Architectural 
Illuminations by Bill Reeve 

Wednesday, January 27th Presentations: 
-Sustainable Gardening - Jason McCobb 
-Everglades History and Restoration 
Plans—Everglades Foundation 
-Guided Tour of Mounts Gardens 
featuring Herbs, Vegetables and Fruit 
Trees 
-“Designers Challenge” 

***** 
Vendors will provide a variety of plants 

and related items. 
-Win terrific raffle items. 

-Bring members and friends 

Brochure & Registration Form  
 
For additional information contact: 
Sandra Arlund, Chairman 
taotaotoo@aol.com 
561-582-0051 

 

 

Jan 27 – Feb 1, 2010 

13th Annual Space Coast Birding & Wildlife Festival 

Visit www.nbbd.com/fly 

�
 
 
 
 
 
 



February 24 – 26, 2010 
2nd UF Water Institute Symposium 

Gainesville, FL 
 

You are invited to participate in the 2nd UF Water Institute Symposium focused on complex challenges and integrated 
solutions for sustainable watershed management. This symposium will bring together scientists, engineers, academics, 
policy makers, water managers, industry and utility representatives, lawyers, students and the public to address complex 
water issues from multiple perspectives.  
 

Students are eligible to compete for "Best Poster" awards based on the quality of the abstract, poster and 
discussion. Three poster winners will receive prizes of $1000 each to be used as funding to support future 
participation at a national conference. 
 
Invited Speakers: 

�  Ms. Carol Browner, Assistant to the President for Energy and Climate Change  
�  Dr. Brian Richter, Director, Sustainable Waters Program, The Nature Conservancy: Integrating TMDLS and 

environmental flows for improved water management 
�  Dr. Cynthia Rosenzweig, Senior Research Scientist at NASA Goddard Institute for Space Studies and Center for 

Climate Systems Research, Columbia University, Hydrologic and biologic impacts of, and adaptations to, climate 
change and climate variability 

�  Dr. Aaron Wolfe, Professor, Oregon State University: Transboundary water conflicts and conflict resolution, the 
ACF in perspective 

Visit http://waterinstitute.ufl.edu/symposium2010index.asp  
 

 
 
 

APRIL 17TH 2010    9:00a–3:00pm 
EARTH DAY CELEBRATION  

RIVERVIEW PARK 
U.S. Hwy 1 

SEBASTIAN, FL 

 

EPA Issues Greenhouse Gas Rule 
 

The federal EPA has issued its final rule that mandates annual reporting of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 
from several sectors of US industry. Effective Jan. 1, 2010, many US industrial facilities will have to start 
tracking their greenhouse gas emissions. The gas emissions that will have to be tracked include carbon dioxide 
(CO2), methane (CH4), nitrous oxide (N2O), hydrofluorocarbons, sulfur hexafluoride (SF6) and others. The 
EPA estimates that about 13,000 industrial facilities nationwide will be regulated under this new rule.  
 
Specific industries that will be required to track and report GHG emissions include electric power generation, 
cement manufacturing, glass makers, iron/steel/ferroalloy producers, lime producers, oil refiners, petrochemical 
processors, pulp and paper, most suppliers of industrial gases and others. In addition, large stationary fuel 
combustion sources like industrial boilers, furnaces and ovens will be affected regardless of the industry in 
which they are used. This requirement falls only on facilities with aggregate stationary fuel combustion sources 
that have a total rated capacity of 30 million BTU/hr or greater and that have the potential to emit over 25,000 
MTs of CO2 equivalent (CO2e) per year. However, the rule applies regardless of fuel type (coal, natural gas, 
propane, heating oil, residual fuel, bio-fuels, etc.).  
 



Affected facilities will have to submit their first reports to the EPA for the calendar year 2010 by March 31, 2011 
and annually thereafter. These facilities will have to come up with estimates of their GHG emissions and most 
will have to speciate their emissions (i.e., they cannot just group all GHGs together). EPA is expected to 
develop some estimating tools but these are not yet available except for certain industries. EPA is offering a 
series of webinars on the Rule and how to comply with it.  
 
For complete details go to:  
www.epa.gov/climatechange/emissions/ghgrulemaking.html  

 

 

 

 

Want to Make a Difference in Your Community? 

KIRB is the acronym for Keep Indian River Beautiful. It promotes livable neighborhoods by empowering individuals to 
take greater responsibility for enhancing their community through beautification projects, neighborhood cleanups and 
school cleanup clubs. Visit   www.kirb.org and learn how you can enhance your environmental stewardship knowledge 
and/or contribute your time and talents. Call KIRB’s executive director, Kristy Sturdivant 
772-388-5472 or email keepirbeautiful@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 

������������ Community Rain Barrel Campaign   
 
Keep Indian River Beautiful, the Cultural Council of Indian River County and the Stormwater Division of IRC 
are in the planning stages of a project involving rain barrels and their installation at key buildings in the county.  
We are hoping to make this a community event with local artists decorating the rain barrels and installing them 
at local schools and community buildings. We would like to involve as many segments of the community as are 
interested.  
 
It is the mission of this awareness campaign to teach people of the importance of reducing contaminated runoff 
through the use of rain barrels, recycling rainwater (and containers) as a conservation tool and the role art can 
play in social marketing and enhancing the quality of our environment. The vision is to kickoff the program 
involving all 6 governmental entities in IRC in April 2011. A “moving display” will be completed by July 2011 
and will be used at local schools and organizations to raise awareness through the following July 2012.  
 
 
The “traveling” rain barrels will be auctioned at a Water Festival celebrating the IRL (along with educational 
displays and vendors) in the summer of 2012. 
 

If you or your organization would like to become involved contact Mary Jayne Kelly,  
Executive Director, Cultural Council of Indian River County (772) 770-4857 e-mail: info@cultural-council.org  



or Kristy Sturdivant, Executive Director, Keep Indian River Beautiful 772-388-5472 email: 
keepirbeautiful@gmail.com      

 

 

 

�

��
��������	
��
��
�����
�
��

��
��	���
 


����������	�
	����
�����������	���������������� �
�����������	�	�����������
�������������

���� !����	������	��	�����"����
#$%����&���������	�
����'�������
���
���	�
�		(������	�����
����')��



The Indian River Lagoon (IRL) has been verified as impaired due to excessive amounts of 
nutrients and low amounts of dissolved oxygen based on water quality data and evidence of 
decreased seagrass distribution. Nutrient-related TMDLs (Total Maximum Daily Load: the 
maximum amount of a given pollutant that a water body can assimilate and still meet water 

quality standards, including applicable water quality criteria and designated uses such as 
swimming and fishing) were adopted by the Department of Environmental Protection to set 
allowable loadings of phosphorus and nitrogen. If nutrients are successfully reduced in the 

prescribed amounts, the IRL will meet water quality standards.  
 

By taking steps to prevent stormwater runoff, citizens can help reduce the algal and 
phytoplankton populations which can rapidly increase from high concentrations of nutrients. 

  
You can keep abreast on how the Florida Department of Environmental Protection is working 

with stakeholders in the IRL basin to develop the BMAP.  
 

NEXT TECHNICAL MEETING (open to the public) will be  held Friday December 11, 
9:30 am – 12:30 pm at the Brevard County Ag Center in Cocoa  
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FDEP posts meeting agendas, summaries, handouts, and presentations to their website,  
ftp://ftp.dep.state.fl.us/pub/water/BMAP/IndianRiverLagoon/.  

�
�

 
 
   
 
 
 

What You Can Do To Help Keep Our Waters Clean…. 
 
To decrease polluted runoff from paved surfaces, households can develop alternatives to areas traditionally covered 
by impervious surfaces. Porous pavement materials are available for driveways and sidewalks, and native vegetation and 
mulch can replace high maintenance grass lawns. 



 
 
 
 
Homeowners can use fertilizers sparingly and sweep driveways, sidewalks, and roads instead of using a hose. 
 
Instead of disposing of yard waste, you can use the materials to start a compost pile.  
 
Learn to use Integrated Pest Management (IPM) to reduce dependence on harmful pesticides. 
 
Prevent polluted runoff by picking up after pets and using, storing, and disposing of chemicals properly. 
 
Drivers should check their cars for leaks and recycle their motor oil and antifreeze when these fluids are changed. 
Drivers can also avoid impacts from car wash runoff (e.g., detergents, grime, etc.) by using car wash facilities that do not 
generate runoff.  
 
Households served by septic systems should have them professionally inspected and pumped every 3 to 5 years. Practice 
water conservation measures to extend the life of your septic system.     
 
 
 
 
 

 
Are you a water saver? You can be.  

Take a Home Water Use Survey to see how your daily water use adds up. 
�

                              
 
 
�

 
A New Vocabulary…  

 
 

Instead of using...                              Tr y substituting...  
Nonpoint source pollution                                                Polluted runoff 
Open space                                                                     Natural area    
Sprawl                                                                             Overdevelopment, runaway development 
Stormwater                                                  Polluted runoff 
Undeveloped land                                                           Natural areas 
Water conservation                                                         Waste prevention, efficiency measures 
Watershed protection                                                     Land and water conservation, upstream, downstream 
�
Source: From Water Words the Works - Words to Avoid 
(http:///waterwordsthatwork.com/the-method/words-that-dont/) 
�
�
�
�
�
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Don’t Flush that Unwanted Medicine 

Practice the Proper Disposal Method for Unwanted Medications 
 

It can cause contamination to Florida’s aquatic environment be-cause wastewater treatment systems are not designed to 
remove many of these medications. To protect the environment, please use these guidelines instead of flushing 
medications.  
 
1. Keep in the original container. This will help identify the contents if they are accidentally ingested.  
2. Mark out your name & prescription number for safety.  
3. For pills: add some water or soda to start dissolving them;  
                   For liquids: add something inedible like cat litter or dirt  
4. Close the lid and secure with duct or packing tape  
5. Place the bottle(s) inside an opaque (non see-through) container like a detergent container.  
6. Tape that container closed.  
7. Hide the container in the trash. Do not put it in the recycle bin.  
DO NOT give drugs to anyone else  
DO NOT flush drugs down the toilet.  
DO NOT put drugs in the trash without disguising them – human or animal scavengers may find them and misuse them. 
 
 Flyers with this information are available at   
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/waste/quick_topics/publications/shw/meds/DEPMedicationDisposalFlyer.pdf 
 
 

 
 
 

ECO-FRIENDLY Networking Group:  
Learn how to Live Green, Save Green, & Earn Green 

Monthly meetings are held at the IRC Main Library, 1600 21st Street, Vero Beach, FL in the Multi-Media 
Room. For more information call Diane Kingsley 772-538-2960 or 772-925-6026 
 

 

NEW Marine Debris Music Video! 

A new marine debris music video, "Marine Debris: An Ocean Story," is up on the NOAA Marine Debris 
Program website. This video highlights the impacts of marine debris and what each of us can do, each day, to 
help solve this problem! The video was edited by Danny Ledonne and features music by Gregg Lehrman. All 
footage was provided by NOAA and the video created with the assistance of the NOAA Ocean Media Center. 
Check out the video at: http://marinedebris.noaa.gov/outreach/video.html. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Invasive species know NO boundaries 
 

The Florida Invasive Species Partnership (FISP) is a collaboration of federal, state and local agencies along with 
nongovernment organizations in Florida, formed to link efforts at preventing and controlling infestations 
of invasive exotic species across agency and property boundaries. FISP has created a 
Web site, at http://www.floridainvasives.org/, to help connect Florida’s landowners and 
land managers with available technical and/or financial assistance programs and efforts to 
prevent or control invasive exotic species problems. 
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    Remember, it is in the small changes that we make  
     each day that will help improve our environment! 
                                                                                                          - Captain Planet Foundation (CPF)   
  
Each time you use goodsearch.com as your search engine and select CPF as your default charity, the site will 
make a donation to us. So partner up with our Foundation and make it your search engine of choice. It is an easy 
way to contribute to the Foundation if you do not have the means to send us a personal donation. You can give 
without having to give of your own. And be sure to tell your friends! 
http://www.captainplanetfoundation.org/uploadedFiles/ftp-upload/Adult%20Newsletter.pdf  
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������� rain should down the stormdrains and ditches, not 
contaminated waters/products! While stormwater ofte n travels through 
pipes under our roads just like sewage, it is not  treated at a waste 
treatment plant.  Instead, often stormwater flows d irectly into ponds, 
lakes, rivers and bays. (Source: http://earth911.org/water/breaking-down-the-water-supply/  
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NEWS FOR HOMEOWNERS (and HOA Leaders) 

 

 

                       SAVE MONEY and AVOID RUNOFF: Use Drip Irrigation  

There are many ways to water plants: by hand using one of several different sprinkler attachments, with soaker hoses, or 
— if you have a lot of money — you can install an automatic sprinkler system. The most efficient way, however, is to 
deliver water where it's needed — directly to a plant's root zone.  

Drip irrigation isn't a new concept. In ancient times, farmers placed unglazed, porous clay pots near the base of plants and 
filled the pots with water, which slowly leaked out.  



Whether you buy a simple kit and install it yourself or hire a professional to design and install an elaborate system, you will 
probably recoup the costs in water savings within a year or two. Studies show that a well-designed drip irrigation system 
uses 30 to 50 percent less water than more conventional watering methods such as head sprinklers. Once you have a drip 
irrigation system in place, you can say goodbye to the hassle of hauling hoses and moving sprinklers around and say hello 
to healthier, more productive plants.  

Or you can consider soaker hoses. They do much the same thing at a fraction of the cost and require almost nothing in the 
way of installation and maintenance. 

Source: http://www.hgtv.com/decorating/drop-by-drop/index.html  

 
 

Enhancing the Efficiency of Sprinkler Systems 

�  Only water after the sun has gone down or in the early morning.  
�  Make sure your spray and sprinkler heads are proper ly adjusted to avoid  
                                   watering pavemen ts and other non-landscape areas.  
�  Water areas in the shade about 30 percent less than sunny areas.  
�  If possible use drip irrigation to water trees and shrubs.  
�  To eliminate runoff , set your clock to cycle 2-4 start times (no longer than 5 minutes each), 1 to 2 hours apart  
                       to allow water to soak into the soil. For example: water three times for 5 minutes, instead of 15 minutes all at once.  
�  Develop a separate drip watering schedule for trees, shrubs and flower beds.  
�  Aerate in the spring and fall to loosen soil and reduce runoff.  

Source: Irrigation Association  http://www.irrigation.org/Rsrcs/default.aspx?pg=consumer_info.htm&id=140  
 
 
 

                                            Create Your Under-the-sink Recycling Center 

Only about half of all paper gets recycled here in the US and only a third of plastic 
bottles. That means a huge amount of usable resources are simply going to waste in 
our already overflowing landfills. So we have to step up our efforts! One solution is 
to make recycling easier on yourself with a rollout, under-the-sink recycling center 
that makes recycling so painless you might actually enjoy it. At the very least, 
you’ll appreciate having a simple system for sorting all your glass, plastic, and 
paper if you live someplace where you have to separate your recycling. Source: 

http://blog.michellekaufmann.com/?p=1281  

 
 
 
                        Is it a Lake, Private Pond or Stormwater Detention Pond? 
 
Through a U of F grant, the Indian River Extension Service has recently added the following educational 
Presentations and Videos to its website http://indian.ifas.ufl.edu/Presentations/index.html  
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The Construction Industry 
 
 

�����������	� �  

�  


����	�
�������������������
 �

��

��

����������	�
�����

�������	�����
�
��
���	��������	�� ������
����	���
���
���������������
	��
��		��������	�����������	���	��	���	�������	�����
���
� ����
����
������	�������������
	��	���
�	��������
����������������������
�
��	��
��������	���� ��
	����	����������������	�
	�
�����
����	���������	
�	�����������������	��
�
��	���	����
�
 ��	������	���
����������

���
����	�
�����
���������	
�����
���������������	������� �������������
��������	�����������
���
��
�
�
����	
������������������
��
���������
� ����
!�
��������  	���������
"���������#���
���
���$����	��
��%�&��������$������	� �
"���������'���	
������	
���	��
"���������(���
����)	

���������	
���	��
"���������*����������+�	���
"���������$���	������
�� �	�,�
����������
������
"���������-����%���������*	��
���.�������	��
"���������'	����(���
����%�/$$*�$���	������
��&	����� ���
���
"����������
���� 
������	
�����0�����
���%�#
�
��	��
"���������1�
���	��
"���������-����%�������� ��	
���	��
"���������.���	
����
"���������#������
�������������%���
���0�����
���
"���������+�	��.�������	��%�#
	��
����
"���������(���
����0�����
���
"��������� ���	�����
"���������)
�� ������
����



"���������#�
��
��&	��������
���
"����������������*��
	���������-�
����&	��������
���
� �

�����
���������� �

��� ���� �

������� ��

�!	�	
�"���
#
 �

$�#%	�"
�	

�&�
���

#��#�'
�%����#�
(��� ����)**� �

+����)�
#�����,�
-���.	-���

�
��./ �

"�(	0��1*2���

��

(�� �

33������
(�"��	��
�	���4

�5&�(	��/���%�6� 
&

(%�
�	( �

� �

,�����
�� 
#�(	
�	���� 
7��

��4�0�������
���8����*� �

� �

9��:	�9
���;��  
#�(	

�'����; �� "/�"$��� � ���

��
�������������	�
�����
����
������
�����
	�������������
��������
�
���� 
����	����������������������������������
����
�������������
����
��������
�
�������������������
�������
����������������	�� �����
����	����������
����������������������
��
���
�
�������
��
�������������	�
��������������������������������������� !!�����" �#!��$�%��
��&�# ����������$�%���������	��
��
������������
��

����'()�*)*)�+�,��������������-�
��
�

�����������
����
���� ���%���
��
 ���������� ��������������	�
���
����
�����

�������	���
���
�
 ��
���������

�
�������	���
�������	�������
����

��� 	
��
�����������
�
����	�
��	��	�������������������	��	���	
��
����
 
���
���	�����������
�����

����
�����
����������

	 ������������
���
���������������� � �

��

.�
���

���&�
��	����"��	��	� $�

�<�((
	����-��� ��
�� ��

�=��	��	%
�""'��>
?(�	
�<� �

>>>-�
(�-
��@��	� ��
� �

�"����'����. ���*-���-��+-**AA-� �

� ��

� �

������������	
��
���������� �

��
�����	���
���������������������������
������
��
 �
�	�������� ��

 

 

���������	
������
����
���������
������ �
�
A tip to the State Warning Point led FDEP law enforcement agents to arrest two Weston Coatings Group 

employees in Volusia County (FL) for illegally dumping more than 100 gallons of wash water containing paint 

waste and solvents into a wooded area behind their place of employment. Both were charged with commercial 

dumping, a third degree felony punishable by up to five years in prison and/or a fine of up to $5,000.  The 

individuals were charged separately from the company. 



To report an environmental crime, wireless customers can dial #DEP.  Callers can also report environmental 

crimes to the State Warning Point by calling (877) 2-SAVE-FL (1.877.272.8335).  (SEE FDEP MAIN PAGE 

FOR MORE INFO) 

 

 

 

   

Regulatory Issues: What's Ahead for the Industry? 

With road and bridge projects - as well as green infrastructure work - unfolding throughout 2009 as a result of 
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, those in the erosion control industry will be seeing an increase in 
job opportunities.  

 

Soil is what leaves an original site, and sedimentation  
is soil causing problems because of where it ends up. 

 

 

 Section 438 of the Energy Independence and Security Act (EISA), with the goal of protecting and restoring 
wetlands, requires federal facilities to meet predevelopment hydrology for new building construction of more 
than 5,000 square feet by using nonstructural and structural best management practices (BMPs) to the 
maximum extent technically feasible.  

It promotes the natural flow of water by using: 

 vegetation to intercept rainfall and evapotranspirate moisture back to the atmosphere 

natural infiltration through undisturbed or enhanced soils  

water harvesting systems that collect and reuse rainfall onsite  

The EPA expects to have a final rule by December 2009 with respect to its proposed effluent limitations 
guidelines (ELGs) and new source performance standards (NSPS) to control the discharge of pollutants from 
construction sites. 

Through “Effluent Limitations Guidelines and Standards for the Construction and Development Point Source 
Category,” the EPA intends to tighten controls on discharges from construction sites by establishing national 
technology-based effluent limits and performance standards in concert with existing state and local programs. 
Once implemented, these new requirements are expected to significantly reduce the amount of sediment and 
other pollutants discharged from construction sites. All construction sites would be required to implement a 
range of erosion and sediment control BMPs to reduce pollutants in stormwater discharges. Construction sites 



disturbing 10 or more acres at a time would also be required to install sediment basins to treat stormwater 
discharges.  

For sites 30 acres or larger located in areas of the country with high rainfall intensity—either an R factor of 50 
or greater from the Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation (RUSLE2), or a high total annual rainfall for areas in 
which the R factor has not been calculated—and soils with a clay content of more than 10%, stormwater 
discharges would be required to meet a numeric limit of 13 nephelometric turbidity units (NTUs) or less. NTUs 
are a measure of sediment in the water related to fine-grained and slowly settling or non-settleable particles. 

Article continues at http://www.erosioncontrol.com/july-august-2009/regulations-erosion-control-1.aspx  
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By Dr. Tina Bond, Dr. Tina Bond 
NPDES Coordinator, Osceola County Public Works 
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Dr. Tina Bond 
NPDES Coordinator 
Osceola County Public Works 
1 Courthouse Sq., Suite 3100 
Kissimmee, FL 34741 
 
(407) 742-0544 office 
(407) 742-0600 fax 

 
                                    RER 

LID Resources  
Low Impact Development (LID)  is a type of smart growth that simultaneously conserves green space and manages 
stormwater effectively. Unlike traditional land use designs, LID promotes natural stormwater management 
techniques that minimize runoff and help prevent pollutants from getting into the runoff. In some cases, these 
practices decrease the size of traditional retention and detention basins and can be less costly than conventional 
stormwater control mechanisms. 
Developing a Better Way video - http://fyn.ifas.ufl.edu/videos/DevBetterWay.htm  
30 minute film http://www.clu-in.org/studio/reining.cfm 
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The program curriculum educates the inspector on proper installation, inspection and maintenance of Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) for use during and after construction to minimize erosion and sedimentation and 
to properly manage runoff for both stormwater quantity and quality.  

 

The exam is now closed book. For more information visit http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/nonpoint/erosion.htm  
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All Levels of Various Stormwater Training 
 

…are available through the Florida Stormwater Association  Call  for more information at 888-221-3124 or visit 
the FSA Training Center Online  or email stormwater@ksanet.net or visit  the FSA Training Center Online. 

  

 
 
 
 

Simple Steps to an Eco-Friendly Home 

Can you imagine using the rainwater from your roof for all your drinking and laundry? Many green homeowners do just 
that. "We have a rainwater collection system, so we don't use a well or a municipal water supply ," says Barbara. 
"Our system holds 25,000 gallons of water, and it only takes 11 inches of rain to fill it. We felt that even in a drought year 
we would have a sufficient water supply." Peter Pfeiffer, the Austin architect who designed Barbara's home, says that 
environmental friendliness can be designed into any project anywhere. "In colder areas, we make the home heat itself in 
the winter months," says Peter. "In warmer climates, we use passive solar cooling techniques. You have to be sensitive to 
the specific climate."  

Building green isn't just good for the environment. Developer Buzz Walker of the Abacoa Development Co. is building 
6,000 environmentally friendly homes on 20,000 acre s in south Florida.  He says that building green makes good 
business sense. "Going green will play a major role in our marketing strategy," Buzz says. "It's important to us, it's 
important to our environment, and we think people are very interested in living in an environmentally-sensitive community."  

Many developers feel that on an investment basis, environmentally-conscious homes will have a higher yield over the long 
term. Many of the green features in the homes have a payback of about 3 to 5 years , which is a dramatic improvement 
over the 10-year payback on earlier passive solar systems.  

Doug Seiter is the father of Austin's Green Builder program, the first city-run environmentally friendly home 
building program . Although the program is voluntary, participants can use it as a marketing edge. "We feel that most of 
the things we 're asking for make sense," says Doug. "If we get the information to the builder, they see that the market is 
interested in it, and they'll bring it into their product range."  

Source: http://www.hgtv.com/home-improvement/simple-steps-to-an-eco-friendly-home/index.html  
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                             U.S. Green Building Council 
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A new online system called interactive Notice of Intent (iNOI) is available to the public.  The iNOI system allows users to 
complete, save, edit, pay for (using a credit card) and submit the following NPDES Stormwater permit 
applications/certifications online:   

�   Construction Generic Permit (CGP) 
�   Multi-Sector Generic Permit (MSGP) 
�   No Exposure Exclusion (NEX) 
�   Notice of Termination (NOT) – Even if a paper Notice of Intent was submitted.   

The system includes drop-down menus, advanced mapping features and system programming defaults to help users 
eliminate common mistakes and omissions associated with paper notices or applications.   The iNOI system also allows 
users to track, search and generate a variety of reports for NPDES Stormwater permits.  Permit-related documents 
generated by the iNOI process are issued through email. The use of iNOI is encouraged but voluntary.  Applicants can still 
submit paper notices.  To use iNOI or to learn more about the new system, please visit: 
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/stormwater/npdes/  If you have any questions about iNOI, please contact Shannan 
Bogdanov at (850) 245-7520 or by email at Shannan.Bogdanov@dep.state.fl.us.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BMP REMINDER  
 
Construction sites* are required to maintain inspec tion records   
 
                  to validate inspections are done within 
 
                                          24 hours of EVERY storm water event  
 
                                                                   and a minimum of every 7 days. 
 
�  Construction sites that will result in a disturbance of one acre or more, and sites that include the 
disturbance of less than one acre of total land area that is part of a larger common plan of development or 
sale that will ultimately disturb equal to or greater than one acre and less than five acres are required to 
seek coverage under the Generic Permit for Stormwater Discharge from Large and Small Construction 
Activities (Source: http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/stormwater/npdes/docs/cgp.pdf ) 
 
�  Want to get a staff member trained as a certified stormwater inspector for free?   
           2-Day FDEP classes are held year-round across the state and are listed at 
           http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/nonpoint/erosion/htm  Questions? Call 850-245-8294. 



 
 
 
 
PlanetReuse.com is the world's first Web site that connects buyers and sellers of reused and reclaimed 
construction materials and equipment and allows them to purchase products with integrated shipping online, per 
http://www.eponline.com/articles/60262  
 
 

Concrete washout issues 
 … EPA is targeting construction sites to insure that there is no violation of the NPDES requirements. Those 
who are in violation are being hauled away in handcuffs. Please make an extra effort to ensure your staff is 
informed and you are making specific plans to handle concrete washout.  Contractors and concrete producers 
must wash out the chutes in order to prevent any concrete from spilling onto the streets. Simple solution for 
small amounts of washout is a designated pit (sign) lined with plastic – remove and haul off when dried.  Make 
sure this activity is located AWAY from streams and water bodies.  There are 2 potential pollutants in washout.  
1 = pH issues.  2 = Selenium 6 (toxic). Any questions….look at the EPA and DEP websites. For more BMPs to 
control concrete washwater pollutant discharges visit http://www.cleanwaterprogram.com/concrete_fact_sht.pdf  
 
 
 
 
TRAIN YOUR STAFF with a 5 minute video.        
                    
                  Do you know the major pollutant to the IRL?   Soil.  Why soil?  
 
                  This 5 minute video shows how soil erosion occurs on a job site and how it is 
                  detrimental to the environment. 
              
                   It is worth your time and theirs… 
 
                   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=76sqH9Q9GS8&NR=1    
                   
 
 
 
Learn new practices and implement them project by project: http://www.wwn-online.com/articles/50888/  
 
 
 
 
Students & Teachers  
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POSTER CONTEST 

 
Open to all students in the following grade categories:K-1st Grades,2nd – 3rd Grades, 4th – 5th Grades. 
Subject and title for all posters: Conservation Habits = Healthy Habitats’ 
 
Posters must be on paper size 8-1/2” x 11” up to 22” x 28”.The deadline for entering the posters will be 
Friday, December 11th, 2009. Posters will be judged Monday, January 11th, 2010.Winning posters will be 
submitted for competition in the state contest to be held in 2010. Please call Brenda Davis in the District 
Office at 770-5005 if you have any questions or need additional information. This contest is open to 
public, private and home school students. The Indian River Soil and Water Conservation District is 
sponsoring this local poster contest under the guidelines of the National Association of Conservation 
Districts 
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Mark your calendar: National EE Week is April 11-17, 2010!  

Now that the new school year has begun, we'd like to remind you that EEWeek.org is available year round with hundreds 
of resources for educators of every grade level and subject area. We hope you'll take advantage of the countless free 
lesson plans, activities, professional development opportunities and other tools made available on our site.  

Registered schools and organizations will receive certificates of participation, access to online tools and resources, 
opportunities to network with others working to integrate environmental education and discounts and special offers for 
educational materials. Participation in EE Week is absolutely free! Register your school or organization today!  
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At this moment somewhere in the world 

there is a sea turtle swimming….watch one at: 
http://www.cccturtle.org/media.php?page=video 

 
 
Kids Taking Action to preserve aquatic habitats……visit the website: http://www.aquakids.tv/  – a half-hour 
program on the FOX television network (airs locally on WFLX 12:30 PM Saturdays) features young people 
taking action across the U.S. to preserve aquatic environments and wildlife.  

 

 

 
News for Marine Industry and Boaters  
 
 

Mark These Dates for July 2010 
 
This information came via the Tri-County Waterway Clean-up Distribution: 
 



July 4th                        Holiday 
July 10th and 11th      Sebastian Inlet Cleanup  @ 9:15am thru 10am on the  
                                                                10th with the 11th as rain day 
July 17th and 18th      Sebastian, Wabasso and Vero crab traps and causeways  
                                                                  1:20pm thru 4pm  two days rain or shine 
July 24th and 25th      Fort Pierce Inlet cleanup @ 9:40am thru 10:40am on 
                                                               the 24th with the 25th as a rain day 
July 28-29                  Lobster mini-season 
July 31st                      Ft Pierce causeways and public fishing piers  
                                                           cleanup @ 12noon thru 3:20pm rain or shine 
 
 
 
  
To that end, we have contacted the Governor's office and have asked for the month of July to be set 
aside as a month to cleanup our waterways.  As it now stands, the Governor's office will be issuing a 
Proclamation naming July as Marine Debris Cleanup Month from 2010 and forward.  It appears this is 
a go and all of our efforts have made this possible. 
  
Thanks for all you have done and keep up the good work,  captain-don@comcast.net  
www.tcwaterwaycleanup.com 
 
 
 
 

Good Boaters Can Make A Big Difference 
 
Bright sunshine, cool breezes, a bit of spray as the bow turns into a wave, the chance to swim or fish — these 
are the small joys of a day on the water whether aboard a small sail boater a large motor boat. Smelling sewage, 
seeing oil slicks on the water, or getting the rudder fouled with floating trash quickly ruins the experience. 
Boating as a recreational activity is truly enhanced by clean water. Most boaters know they share the 
responsibility for protecting water quality, but the few thoughtless boaters can cause serious water pollution 
problems. 
 
Potential water pollutants are commonly separated into six major categories (nutrients, pathogens, 
sediment, toxic chemicals, floatable debris, and thermal stress), improper or careless boating practices can be 
linked to four of the six categories. Boaters can make a big difference in protecting the waters they use by 
making simple changes in the way they handle fuel and motor oils, sewage, garbage, and regular boat 
maintenance. 
GARBAGE 
Good boaters and backpackers live by the same motto, “bring back what you take out”. Tossing anything 
solid over the side of the boat is a “no-no”; that includes paper, plastic, food, cigarette butts, soda cans, and 
snarled fishing line. Worldwide it is ILLEGAL to dump anything plastic into navigable waters.  
 
 
 
 
Cut down on the potential for trash going overboard by removing excess wrapping on shore, storing food in 
reusable containers and using permanent dishes, glasses and utensils on board. Keep trash bags on board and 
take full bags home or throw them in trash cans or dumpsters with lids. Encourage the marina operator to 
provide trash and recycling facilities. Improve your part of the water by picking up trash that floats by whenever 
you are docked or anchored. 
SEWAGE/FISH WASTE 



Raw sewage is a major source of pathogens and nutrients. Treating sewage in standard marine toilet systems 
eliminates the pathogens but can add toxic chemicals and does nothing about the nutrients.  Even treated sewage 
should not be discharged within three miles of shore. Use the restrooms on shore before setting sail. If the boat 
doesn’t have a toilet, bring a portable toilet that can be emptied on shore, or include regular “pit stops” every 
few hours. If the boat has a toilet, follow the manufacturer’s recommended maintenance program and post 
instructions where they are clearly visible. Keep a trash can in the head; NOTHING should be flushed into the 
holding tank but waste and toilet paper. Use fast-dissolving marine toilet paper and environmentally friendly 
holding tank deodorants and disinfectants. At the end of the day, use a mobile or shore-based pump-out facility 
to empty the holding tank. Look for the national pump-out logo at marinas, or check cruising guides or boating 
directories. 
 
 
 
 
Dumping fish guts and bait overboard in restricted waters like marina basins adds to the hypoxia or low 
dissolved oxygen problem in summer months. Live bait, particularly in fresh water areas, has the potential to 
introduce foreign species, like zebra mussels, into new habitats where they cause big problems. Recycle fish 
waste and bait either by burying it in gardens as fertilizer or freezing it until your next trip. 
FUELS AND MOTOR OIL 
Avoid spills  - Millions of gallons of toxic, petroleum-based fuels and lubricants end up in the water every year 
as the result of small spills related to overfilling fuel tanks or pumping out oily bilge water. Most of these spills 
can be avoided or quickly cleaned up with proper planning and keeping a few materials on hand. Avoid over-
filling fuel tanks. Don’t rely on automatic shut-off nozzles; they may not work fast enough to avoid splash-back. 
Instead, listen to the filler pipe to know when the tank is near full. 
 
  
Fuel & Oil  - Remember that fuel expands in the tank as it warms up and leave a safety margin. Keep an oil 
absorbent pad handy to clean up drips. Portable fuel tanks should have their vents 
closed when not in use to avoid fuel vapor loss. Built in fuel tanks should have a fuel/air separator in the air vent 
line to prevent spills through the vent. Keep the engine properly tuned and maintained for best fuel efficiency 
and to avoid leaks. Keep a drip pan under the engine if possible. Boats with bilges should have an oil absorbent 
pillow or bioremediation pad with oil-eating bacteria in place to catch stray oil. Dispose of saturated materials at 
the marina waste oil recycling station. Never pump out bilge water that has an oily sheen. Avoid bilge cleaners 
with detergents or emulsifiers. They dissolve the oil into the water, worsening the potential pollution problem. If 
you do spill fuel or motor oil in the water, stop the spill immediately, contain the spill with absorbent pads or 
booms, and call the Coast Guard for assistance. The law states that any spill large enough to create sheen on the 
water must be reported. 
BOAT MAINTENANCE 
Repairs - Whenever possible, do repairs, painting and general maintenance in dry dock to keep paint chips, 
solvents and other toxic materials away from the water. Place tarps under boats when sanding or cleaning boat 
bottoms so debris can be collected and discarded properly. Use dustless or vacuum sanders to keep hull debris 
under control. Recycle used antifreeze, oil and batteries. Encourage marinas to provide appropriate recycling 
facilities. 
 
Choose the least toxic cleaning products available for the job at hand, and buy the minimum quantity 
necessary to avoid storage and disposal problems. Buy “non-toxic” or “phosphate-free” cleaning products. “Bio-
degradable” products may still be toxic. Avoid products containing ammonia, lye or petroleum distillates. Pink  
 
 
 
(propylene glycol) antifreeze/coolant is significantly less toxic than the blue-green (ethylene glycol) version. 
Follow product directions and use the least amount of chemical possible for the job. Keep caps on bottles except 
when pouring to avoid accidental spills. Wipe off cleaner and solvent residues rather than hosing them over the 



side. Wash decks with fresh water and wipe down engines frequently to cut down on the need for stronger 
chemical products. Never dump excess or used chemicals into the water, down a drain or onto the ground. 
Improperly discarded chemicals make their way back to the water, whether it’s your well water or the Indian 
River Lagoon, and cause serious pollution problems. Solvents and thinners can be used more than once if the 
solids are allowed to settle out, and the clean product is poured off the top. Each of these actions may seem so 
small they won’t make a difference, but if every boater and every person who loves the water changes one or 
two actions, we’ll make a big difference in protecting water quality. 
Source: CT Sea Grant Extension Program www.seagrant.uconn.edu 
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Floridians enjoy using local rivers, waterways and lakes and want to use boats wisely. To limit your 
impact and help preserve our precious water resources: 

-Use on-shore garbage and sewage facilities as much as 
possible. 

-Always use pump-out facilities to empty on-board sewage 
holding tanks. 

-Minimize the use of plastic disposable objects. If used, be 
sure to dispose of them properly on land. 

-Keep a sealable container for garbage on your boat. Make 
sure everyone uses it. When disposing of your garbage at a 
marina, follow their recycling rules. 

-Never litter. Retrieve all items dropped into water, especially 
old fishing line. Retrieve any litter found in the water. 

-Place a bilge pillow-an oil absorbing sponge available in 
marine stores-in your bilge to remove oil from your bilge 
water. 

-Do not fill bottles or cans with water and try to sink them. 
-Dispose of them properly on shore. 
-Check your engine regularly to see if it is leaking oil or gas. 
-When filling gas tanks or adding oil, be careful not to spill. 
-When cleaning your boat, avoid toxic polishes or stain 

removers near the water line. 
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The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission's Division of Freshwater Fisheries Management offers two (free) 
volunteer instructor training programs that allow you to be a part of handing down the fishing tradition:First:  A two-hour 
training that gives you all the tools that you need to teach others basic freshwater fishing skills. Second:  A six-hour 
training to become a certified Hooked on Fishing - Not on Drugs ® instructor.   

 
  Hooked on Fishing - Not on Drugs ® is a long-term and mentor-based program that teaches  
  children about angling skills, conservation, stewardship, aquatic ecology, and other related 



  topics.  Additionally, the program emphasizes positive life skills; such as, decision-making, goal- 
setting, and choosing to remain drug-free. Both training programs come with instructor's manuals that are very helpful 
when you plan your first training with children.  To keep you updated on the most current techniques, follow-up training is 
provided at your request. There is no charge for either of these instructor trainings and they can be set up at a time 
convenient for your group of staff or volunteers.  To find out more about either of these training programs please contact: 
Steve Marshall, Angler/Aquatic Education Coordinator 
Division of Freshwater Fisheries Management 
9557 Majestic Way 
Boynton Beach, FL 33437 
Office (561)292-6050 
Email: Steve.Marshall@MyFWC.com 
 
 
                      
 

Nationwide Network of Fishing Line Recycling Bins 

Through a grant Boat U.S. Foundation received from the Brunswick Public Foundation they have partnered with 
Finger Lakes Productions and the “Our Ocean World” program on a featured segment highlighting the Reel In 
and Recycle program. The Boat U.S. Foundation launched the Reel In and Recycle Program in 2006 with grant 
funding from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and the NOAA Marine Debris program. The program 
aims to create a nationwide network of fishing line recycling bins to help anglers properly dispose of used 
fishing line. The segment aired Monday (8/17/09) evening. A link to the podcast is below. This segment aired in 
Washington DC on WETA 90.9. It also aired on 110 other stations across the US and on Armed Forces Radio.  

Reel in and Recycle: http://www.ouroceanworld.com/audio/090803-090828/OW090817.mp3 
For more information please contact Susan Shingledecker, Boat U.S. Foundation. 

 

 
 
 
Adopt-A-Fishing Bin Project - Volunteers are needed to inventory monofilament recycling bins along our 
waterfronts, and place collection boxes in marine-oriented businesses. For details contact KIRB at 388-5472 
 
Clean Boater Program  – If you would like to assist in the efforts to promote this valuable program at events 
please call KIRB at 388-5472. We can educate our citizens to utilize Florida’s Clean Marinas, Boatyards & 
Retailers, safeguard the state’s waterways, and adopt environmentally-friendly practices such as using bilge 
socks, fueling collars, and good recycling habits. For more information see 
www.dep.state.fl.us/cleanmarina/boater/default.htm  
 
 
 
 



News for Business Sector  
 
 

 
 

What's New….. 
in Environmental Compliance Training Material? 

 
 

1. Small Business Compliance Assistance Policy  
http://www.epa.gov/compliance/resources/policies/in centives/smallbusiness/sbc  
  
 
 
 
 
2. Stormwater Webinar for Ready Mixed Concrete and Agg regates Industry  
 
 Two new compliance assistance tools--a webpage and  a webinar--are ready to help owners 
and operators in the ready mixed concrete, crushed stone and sand and gravel sectors 
comply with stormwater permit  requirements.  The c ompliance assistance resource webpage 
includes federal, state and private resources, cont acts and training material. 
See the resource page at: 
 http://www.epa.gov/compliance/assistance/sectors/re adymix-aggregate.html  
  and the webinar registration page at: 
 http://www.epa.gov/compliance/assistance/readymix-a ggregate-training.html  
 
3.  New National Food Processing Compliance Assistance Center Available  
 
The National Food Processing Environmental Assistan ce Center (FPEAC) is now available to 
help food processors understand and comply with 
environmental requirements.   EPA sponsored the FPE AC and selected 
Purdue University to develop and host the Center.  Food processors now have access to this 
all-encompassing source of environmental regulatory , pollution prevention and 
sustainability information, available at your compu ter when you need it.  The Center 
contains federal and state regulations and publicat ions to help you address environmental 
issues related to your food processing businesses.  See http://www.fpeac.org . 
 
 
4.  Training on the "Auto Body Rule," Including Video S tarring Jeff Gordon  
 
A new feature on the Collision Repair Campaign webs ite is a 19 minute training video 
starring NASCAR driver Jeff Gordon.  See www.epa.gov/collisionrepair/training.html .  An 
estimated 60,000 auto body repair shops must come i nto compliance with these new paint 
stripping and surface coating requirements.  Facili ties must minimize their emissions of 
methylene chloride, train employees, and do notific ation and recordkeeping among other 
requirements.  Find a summary of the requirements o n a downloadable brochure at 
http://www.epa.gov/ttn/atw/area/paint_stripb.pdf .  New facilities must come into 
compliance with this rule within 180 days of startu p. 
Existing facilities have until January 11, 2010.  F ind out what you need to do to comply 
and a contact person for each EPA region at EPA’s W ebsite for the Collision Repair 
Campaign at http://www.epa.gov/collisionrepair/ .  You can find the rule language, the 
brochure on requirements, and an archived training Webinar through the links on the right 
side of the page. 
 

 

Great “Best Management Practices” Resources Available Online 



Consider alternative materials or modifying practices to reduce the use of hazardous materials and minimize 
waste. The benefits include reduced costs for raw materials and waste disposal, improved worker health and 
safety, reduced liability risks, and improved image with customers, employees, and the public.  Resource sheets 
designed to assist you in making everyday choices that are friendlier to the environment are available at 
http://www.bouldercolorado.gov/www/pace/ressheets.html  
�
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Pollution Prevention Information 

For Specific Businesses: 

(source: 
http://www.cleanwaterprogram.com/publications_libra ryResources.htm#prevention   

 

          General Business  

�  Good Housekeeping Practices  
�  Landscape and Grounds Maintenance  
�  Parking Lots  
�  Outdoor Storage of Dry Materials  
�  Outdoor Storage of Liquid Materials  
�  Starting a New Business?  
�  Urban Pollution Prevention is Everyone's Business flyer  
�  Mercury Lamp Factsheet  
�  Mobile Cleaners  
�  Mobile Pet Cleaners  
�  Carpet Cleaners  
�  BMPs for Industrial Storm Water Pollution Control  
�  Tips for Commercial Property Owners & Managers  
�  Clean it Right (see food service section)  
�  School Facilities Best Management Practices (BMPs)  
�  Tips for a Cleaner Bay: How Your Business Can Prevent Stormwater 

Pollution. English | 
SpanishÃ� ï¿½Ã¯ Â¿Â½Ã� Â¯ Ã� Â¿Ã� Â½Ã� ï¿½Ã¯ Â¿Â½Ã� ï¿½Ã� Â | 
Chinese | Vietnamese 

Automotive Industry  

�  Vehicle Service Facilities: Best Management Practices (English) - Spanish 
- Chinese - Vietnamese  

�  Retail Gas Outlets  
�  Your Shop Can Make a Difference  
�  Guidelines for Vehicle Service Facilities  

�  Engine & Parts Cleaning & Radiator Flushing  
�  Washing Cars and Other Vehicles  
�  Changing Oil and Other Fluids  
�  Keeping a Clean Shop  
�  Body Work  
�  Tips for Managers of Vehicle Service Facilities  

Construction Industry  

�  Building Maintenance and Remodeling  
�  Finish the Pour Right  
�  Resurfacing and Paving Operations  
�  Erosion Control Standards  



Development and Redevelopment  

�  Start at the Source - Design Guidance Manual for Stormwater Quality 
Protection (1999)  

�  February 13, 2007 Workshop: "Implementing C.3 Stormwater 
Requirement." - Agenda - Presentations:  

�  Water Board Staff Perspective on Implementing Provision C.3 - 
Janet O'Hara  

�  Overview of ACCWP C.3 Stormwater Technical Guidance - Laura 
Prickett  

�  Using Site Designs to Protect Water Quality - Clark Wilson  
�  Using the Stormwater Treatment Measure Guidance for Planners - 

Ed Boscacci  
�  Hydromodification Management (HM) for Planners - Arleen Feng  
�  Using the Stormwater Treatment Measure Guidance for Engineers 

- Ed Boscacci  
�  Hydromodification Management (HM) for Engineers - Arleen Feng 

and Gary Palhegyi  
�  Using the Planting Guidance in the C.3 Stormwater Technical 

Guidance - Sarah Sutton  
�  University Village: Integrating Stormwater Controls in the Project 

Design - Greg Haet  
�  Exercise Incorporating Stormwater Controls in a Development 

Project - Ed Boscacci 
�  Workshop Presentations: Inspecting Construction of Permanent 

Stormwater Treatment Measures (March 19 and 20 2008)  
�  Title Slides  
�  Inspection of Stormwater Treatment Measures - Selina Louie, SF 

Bay Water Board  
�  Inspection Checklist Overview - Ed Boscacci, Jr, BKF Engineers  
�  Inspecting of Landscaping in Stormwater Treatment Measures - 

Sarah Sutton, Design, Community & Environment  
�  Emeryville, Stormwater Construction - Peter Schultze-Allen, City of 

Emeryville  
�  Inspecting the Installation of Permanent Stormwater Treatment 

Measures - Tim Berger, City of Fremont 

 

�  Food Service Industry   
�  Stormwater BMPs for Supermarkets and Grocery Stores  
�  Restaurants Fact sheet  
�  Restaurant BMP guide: English | Spanish | Chinese | Vietnamese  
�  Less-toxic Pest Management: Ants  
�  Less-toxic Pest Management: Cockroaches?  
�  Clean it Right! (poster): English | Spanish  
�  Don't Set a Table for Pests: English | Spanish  

 

 

Seven Ways to Cut Cost Without Cutting Your Lifeline (P2 at work) 
By Lorraine Haataia, PhD 

When the global economy is in a recession, all companies - from Fortune 500s to small, family-owned 
businesses - suffer. And some of the weakest ones become casualties, leaving their employees without jobs, and 
losing customers to their competitors. During these tough times, owners, executives and managers often make 
decisions about jobs, resources and facilities they think they can do without, and then they cut. But this isn't 
necessarily the best answer. The truth is, excess waste accumulates in all of these areas during prosperous times. 
When managers don't have to worry about the pennies, the company can quickly begin to leak dollars. And it 
can easily go unnoticed for months and even years.  



 

 

But when the economy tightens, companies must look for innovative ways to streamline - rather than cutting 
what might be their lifeline. Management needs to first recognize leakage within the company, and then involve 
employees, suppliers and even customers to find waste-trimming opportunities. Here are seven ways your 
company can reduce cost and improve current business practices while strengthening the core business.  

1. Have your top managers, in-house optimists and experts lead discussion groups for employees. It's common 
for companies to send employees to outside training programs that range from $199 to $1,999 per person, but 
this isn't necessary. Employees can meet regularly to discuss articles, books or DVDs on relevant, specialized 
knowledge. For example, after reading a David Allen productivity book, one executive assistant came up with 
an idea to set up a corporate calendar with the major events at all their sites. This calendar posted on their 
intranet allowed for organized planning and a reduction in their travel costs by 20 percent.  

2. Give employees flexibility to meet their personal goals and you'll build loyalty and engagement. If you've 
never asked, you may be surprised when you learn your employees' lifestyle desires and attitudes about money. 
Many of them probably want more flexible work hours and breaks, instead being held accountable to work 
results and deadlines. If you go this route, have faith in them to help set up new pay structures. Numerous 
employees may take advantage of a leave-without-pay if they had the option. Compensate in proportion to 
incoming orders and set up pay-for-performance with cost tied to revenue.  

Review your telecommuting and flex-time policies. Providing office space for all your employees is costly and 
often unnecessary. Consider surveying your employees for their work preferences and then set up processes and 
work schedules to allow more people to work remotely or from shared workstations. You can then update job 
descriptions, work instructions and measures to ensure that expected work results are clear to everyone.  

3. Implement cost-saving green solutions. If you're supplying coffee, disposable cups and other freebies to your 
employees, you may want to reconsider these expenses. Employees can bring in reusable mugs and utensils 
instead. Ask your employees, already passionate about the environment, to continually search for and implement 
cost-saving green solutions such as: installing thermostats with timers or motion sensor light switches to help 
reduce your utility bill, installing motion sensor faucets to help save water, or identifying vendors to purchase 
your waste products such as scrap metal or electronics, which can also cut back on your garbage. Green is in - 
go with it.  

4. Regularly seek estimates from your suppliers and their competitors, and you may be able to tap into a gold 
mine. Your current suppliers desire to keep your business, so persist in getting at least two additional bids on all 
your services annually. Invite them to do an analysis for new cost-saving ideas. Befriend them as potential 
partners and you'll win their mental power in giving you potentially priceless ideas. This can save you a fortune 
over time. Even if you choose to stick with the same associates, it's always a good idea to have leverage to 
renegotiate rates and agreements.  

5. Compartmentalize and prioritize your customers and their purchases. Any company offering multiple 
products or services has some that are more profitable than others. If you haven't reconsidered your less 
profitable ones recently, now is the time. Analyze the segments and the cash value differences among them. 
Once you have this data, you can restructure your pricing or sales processes to encourage customers to behave in 
ways that keep your costs down, or you may even choose to discontinue some of your services. If they truly 
want those that are less lucrative, and you choose to continue them, adjust your prices to ensure profitability.  

6. Foster trust, mental chemistry and decision-making abilities in your employees by starting a Toastmasters 
Club. Many employees complain about too frequent and ineffective meetings. One solution is to start a 
Toastmasters Club in your company and encourage everyone to participate. It's a nonprofit organization with a  



 

 

proven feedback system to advance communication and leadership aptitude. Members build self-confidence, 
overcome fears and grow relationships. Google, Starbucks, Dell, Disney, McGraw-Hill, Microsoft and many 
other top organizations sponsor clubs for their employees. At less than $100 a person per year, these clubs 
improve participants' productivity in and out of meetings. Good communication is the most essential 
competency in any company with two or more people.  

7. Involve employees in regularly adjusting operations to improve efficiency. You may be surprised at the 
excitement when you get everyone engaged in fixing their biggest frustrations and time-wasters. If you aren't 
ISO 9001 certified, get a copy of this latest Quality Management System document from the International 
Organization for Standardization. It provides a powerful set of globally-tested principles to keep everyone 
focused on continually improving processes and enhancing customer satisfaction. If you don't focus on 
improving your work systems, they quickly become outdated, reducing efficiencies and increasing risk. Your 
processes drive your bottom line, day by day, toward bankruptcy or prosperity.  

Employees can easily learn to recognize where time or resources are being wasted. Offer them incentives for 
cost-saving ideas and recognize them among their peers. Give them 10 percent back in monthly or quarterly 
payments, for example, against the annual savings opportunities they discover. This increases their loyalty and 
willingness to search for more ways to save, and the company still comes out ahead. The people you least likely 
expect, such as your lowest producers, might come up with the best ideas, since they're the ones who look for 
short cuts anyway.  

Create an environment where people expect change. Once you systematize perpetual feedback from your 
employees, customers and suppliers, your core business will thrive regardless of economic conditions.  

(Source: http://www.metra.org/ ) 
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if their activities fall within one or more of the categories (either by SIC code or by narrative descriptions). The 
majority of industrial activities will qualify for coverage under the Multi-Sector Generic Permit for Stormwater 
Discharge associated with Industrial Activity (MSGP).  Alternatively, a Conditional No Exposure Exclusion 
(NEX) from the NPDES Stormwater Permitting Program is available for industrial facilities whose processes 
and materials are not exposed to stormwater or stormwater run-on. To obtain NPDES stormwater permit 
coverage, a regulated industrial operator must complete the following steps: �
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http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/stormwater/npdes/index.htm . The industrial activity brochure 
 http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/stormwater/npdes/docs/Ind_Activity.pdf  is under revision and copies are unavailable.�
�

IRC Environmental Event Calendars  
 
 

“Water Quality & Environmental Events in IRC” Calen dar 
To enhance community awareness and organizational planning, non-profit and governmental groups (no commercial groups) 
are welcome to list their environmental  events, meetings and activities occurring inside and outside the county.  Go to 
http://www.calendar.yahoo.com. The yahoo Id is IRCwaterqualityed and the password is calendar. Once you are in the 
calendar, events are easily added by selecting the desired date and clicking on "add". Please include your name, title, 
organization name and phone number in the comments section. 
 

UF/IRC Extension Service Calendar - http://indian.ifas.ufl.edu/Calendar/2009/aug_09.htm  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Local Resources Related to Environmental FAQs 

Environmental contaminants and diseases - If you have questions about these environmental health issues 
call IRC’s Environmental Health Services Division 794-7440. Following are a few of the services they provide: 
Drinking Water Quality,  Emergency Response, Environmental Hazards, Environmental Safe Drinking 
Water Laboratory, Hazardous and Toxic Waste, Public Swimming Pools and Bathing Facilities, Sewage 
Disposal, Surface Water Pollution  

(Source: http://www.myirchd.org/ClinicsandServices/EnvironmentalHealth.htm ) 

               

 

                      Indian River County’s Curbside Recycling Program   

                                 770-5113 or visit http://www.ircwaste.com/Convenience_Centers.htm  

 
 
 
�

 
Environmental Websites  
 
 
ISSUES & SOLUTIONS: 
 
Learning about Your Water Use Habits: A set of activities designed to help people (ages 8+) understand the 
connections between the source of the water they use and the ways their water use habits affect the environment 
and human health. http://www.epa.gov/watersense/water/drop.htm  
 
Retention Ponds – 

�  educational power points are available at http://indian.ifas.ufl.edu/Presentations/index.html  
�  Order a free 16-page easy to read booklet “Neighborhood Guide to Stormwater Systems” available 

at http://www.sjrwmd.com/publications/index.html . This booklet explains why stormwater ponds 
are important and details how to maintain ponds. 

 
 
BMP Solutions – Alameda Clean Water Program  http://cleanwaterprogram.com/indexFlash.htm  
A Sea Turtle Swimming Somewhere in the World     http://www.cccturtle.org/videoclips/greenswimming.html    

Reduce Junk Mail    ����������� ������������	
	�	���

�����������������	�� ��

Great Sustainability Website……… http://www.cbsm.com/public/world.lasso  

Good Stormwater Videos..............    ������������	
�
���
	��
������������� ��
 
The American Recovery & Reinvestment Act of 2009*, 
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Wallet-size Mercury levels in fish reference card         http://fn.cfs.purdue.edu/fish4health/Walletcard/walletcard.htm  
Innovative solutions to tough environmental problems    www.CNN.com/solutions  
 
 
 
Carbon Footprint Calculator  – http://www.nature.org/initiatives/climatechange/calculator/ 
www.Earth911.org  
www.BuildingSoil.org 
www.recyclefloridatoday.org 
http://www.palmbeachpost.com/green/content/shared/green/index.html 
http://www.learningtogive.org/. 
Conservation of water     http://www.sjrwmd.com/floridaswater/conservation/index.html 
Conservation Publications         https://my.sfwmd.gov/portal/page?_pageid=1874,4165804&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL  

Estuaries           http://www.estuaries.gov/estuaries101/About/Home.aspx 
Free Software to create educational and outreach tools:  http://www.etc.cmu.edu/Global/resources/software.html  
 
HOME INTERIORS 
          Green Remodeling: 
                     http://www.greenhomeguide.org/documents/regreen_guidelines.pdf  
           Eco tips     http://www.hgtv.com/home-improvement/simple-steps-to-an-eco-friendly-home/index.html 
 

GARDEN & COOKING 

        Chemical alternatives   
                              Pests - 16 fact sheets in English and 16 in Spanish designed to assist you in finding  
                              non-toxic  and less-toxic solutions for managing pests in and around the home. 
                              http://www.ourwaterourworld.org/FactSheets/tabid/66/Default.aspx  
 

        Slow Food http://www.slowfoodusa.org/index.php/slow_food/from_plate_to_planet/  

          Organic Gardening & Cooking (locally)        www.PlanetOrganicCSA.org  

           Rain Chain 
                Visit http://www.hgtv.com/home-improvement/installing-rain-chains/index.html  
 
           Rain Gardens: 
                  Select the best plants for your site at  
                       http://www.rainkc.com/index.cfm/fuseaction/plants.search/index.htm  
 
           Rain Barrels: http://rainkc.com/index.cfm/fuseaction/resources.links/cat_id/9/index.htm 

 

Top 10 Green Scholarships������ ������������	
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     EPA and the U.S. Botanic Garden produced an on-l ine 9-minute video 
highlighting green techniques such as rain gardens,  green roofs and rain barrels to help 
manage stormwater runoff. To watch the video: http://www.epa.gov/nps/lid   
 
 
 
 
Tools for Businesses: 
            Pollution Prevention Information For Specific Businesses:   
                                    http://www.cleanwaterprogram.com/publications_libraryResources.htm#prevention  
 
          MSGP or the NPDES Stormwater program, please contact the NPDES Stormwater Notices Center 
          toll-free at 866-336-6312. Visit their website at http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/stormwater/npdes/index.htm 
 
 
Tools for Construction Industry: 

 
Low Impact Development (LID)  is a type of smart growth that simultaneously conserves green space and 
manages stormwater effectively.  

Developing a Better Way video - http://fyn.ifas.ufl.edu/videos/DevBetterWay.htm  
30 minute film http://www.clu-in.org/studio/reining.cfm 

 
Post-graduate stormwater certification course -   www.npdes.com  888-288-6852 
 
US Green Building Council (USGBC), our education programs … Executive Director 561-373-7367. For more 
information about the Treasure Coast & Palm Beach Branch activities and opportunities, please visit 
www.usgbcsf.org. 

 
            NPDES Stormwater permit applications/certifications  online:   

�   Construction Generic Permit (CGP) 
�   Multi-Sector Generic Permit (MSGP) 
�   No Exposure Exclusion (NEX) 
�   Notice of Termination (NOT) – Even if a paper Notice of Intent was submitted.   
To use iNOI or to learn more about the new system, please visit: 
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/stormwater/npdes/  If you have any questions about iNOI, please contact 
Shannan Bogdanov at (850) 245-7520 or by email at Shannan.Bogdanov@dep.state.fl.us.   

 
 
Tools for Teachers: 

The Story of Stuff – this 20-minute film explores the global materials economy and its impact on economy, 
environment and health. From its extraction through sale, use and disposal, all the stuff in our lives affects 
communities at home and abroad, yet most of this is hidden from view. The Story of Stuff  is a fast-paced, fact-
filled look at the underside of our production and consumption patterns. http://www.storyofstuff.com/index.html  

FLORIDA Environmental Literacy Plan In order for states to receive federal funding in education, an elp  must 
be adopted. To provide your suggestions for the ELP or to find out what is happening with Florida’s ELP please 
visit our wiki at http://floridaenvironmentalliteracyplan.pbwiki.com .  This wiki enables us to post documents 
online and make changes via the web instead of trying to meet in-person. This wiki is password protected to 
ensure we know who is signed on.  Send an email to jennyswithleef@yahoo.com to receive access to the site.   

             ELPs or NCLI please visit the following web sites: 
                                  National No Child Left Inside Coalition: www.nclicoalition.org   

 



              EstuaryLive! - Take your students on a free internet field trip of our nation's estuaries 
                                            http://www.estuaries.gov/estuaries101/Teachers/Home.aspx  
              Project WET  -  ������������	
����
������
�������
�	�
��������������� ��

����������������
������������
��������  http://www.eeweek.org/resources/water_quality .    

              

 

              Recognition Certificates -   

                                               http://www.eeweek.org/assets/files/certificates/EEWeek_student_bwcert_form.pdf 
 

              Protecting our Watersheds   - National Standards Addressed by Protecting Our Watersheds.doc  

 
              EARTH FORCE 6-step process  -   http://www.earthforce.org/content/article/detail/574  �

              Equipping Educators with instructional resources –  
                                                                      http://www.earthforce.org/content/article/detail/1959  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Environmental Groups 
 
Indian Riverkeepers    www.indianriverkeeper.org 
Keep Indian River Beautiful   www.kirb.org 
Aquatic Preserve –East Central Office (manages Intracoastal Waterway north of Vero’s north bridge) –  
                Volunteer Coordinator James.Eager@dep.state.fl.us  
Aquatic Preserve – Southeast Office (manages Intracoastal Waterway south of Vero’s north bridge) – 
               Volunteer Coordinator Mark.McGee@dep.state.fl.us  
Manatee Center - http://www.manateecenter.com/  
Florida Native Plant Society -  http://www.fnps.org/  
IRC Environmental Learning Center www.ELCweb.org  
 
 
 

Eco Living Education Tips for Homeowners……..  
     Alternatives to Toxic Substances  

     Chlorinated Water Discharge Options  

     Landscaping and Lawn Care  

     Pest Control  

     Pet Waste Management  

     Proper Disposal of Household Hazardous Wastes  

     Residential Car Washing  

     Trash and Debris Management  

     Water Conservation Practices for Homeowners  



 
Local Resources: 
KIRB’s Re-use Exchange Center’s Hours: Monday-Thursday from 10am-3pm 

Residents are encouraged to save used materials, rather than throw them away, and bring them to 
KIRB’s Re-Use Exchange Center located within KIRB’s office at 1255 Main Street, Sebastian, FL 
32958 For further information call 772-388-5472. 

Sebastian Inlet Webcam     http://www.sebastianinletcam.com/  
IRC Pond Maintenance & Environmental Water Quality http://indian.ifas.ufl.edu/Presentations/index.html 
State of Florida Department of Health/Environmental Health Division in IRC:  
       If you have questions about environmental health issues call their office in Vero Beach at 794-7440  
             http://www.myirchd.org/ClinicsandServices/EnvironmentalHealth.htm 
UF/IRC Extension Service, 770-5030   http://indian.ifas.ufl.edu/   
                 See educational videos on IRC Pond Maintenance & Environmental Water Quality   
                    (http://indian.ifas.ufl.edu/Presentations/index.html ) 
Barrier Island Sanctuary - One and a half miles north of Sebastian Inlet, the Barrier Island Sanctuary 
Management & Education Center, 8385 South Highway A1A, Melbourne Beach, serves as the focal point for 
the Archie Carr Refuge. www.barrierislandcenter.com Open Tue-Sun 9:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m., closed Mondays.  
 
OxBow Eco Center - (772) 785-5833 or visit www.stlucieco.gov/erd/oxbow.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grant Deadlines 
 
�
 

Funding for Wetland, Riparian & Coastal Habitat Restoration 
The Five Star Restoration Program seeks to develop community capacity to sustain local natural 
resources for future generations by providing modest financial assistance to diverse local partnerships 
for wetland, riparian, and coastal habitat restoration. The National Association of Counties, the 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF), the Wildlife Habitat Council (WHC), in cooperation with 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Southern Company, and Pacific Gas and Electric 
Company (PG&E) are pleased to solicit applications for the Five Star Restoration Program. The Five 
Star Restoration Program is open to any public or private entity; however, grants funded by PG&E’s 
Nature Restoration Trust are restricted to non-profit community-based organizations, conservation 
organizations, local governments, and school districts. Requests must be for $10,000 to 
$40,000.Grants will vary in size, duration and scale. In general, smaller-scale, one-year projects will 
be eligible for grants up to $20,000. Two-year, larger-scale projects will be eligible for grants up to 
$40,000. We anticipate the average grant award will be $20,000 to $25,000. What is not eligible:1. 
Projects involving only research, monitoring, or planning are not eligible for funding. 2. Projects 
involving only environmental education are not eligible for funding. 3. Projects that are part of a 
mitigation requirement, compliance agreement requirement, or otherwise required by law, are not 
eligible for funding. An online webinar on Thursday, December 10, 2:00-3:30pm EST will provide 
supplemental information regarding the grants program and to respond to questions. Applicants are 



strongly encouraged to participate, and should follow the registration instructions at 
www.nfwf.org/FiveStar . Application isn’t due until February. 
 
FUNDING AVAILABILITY :  
Funding is available throughout the country from EPA, from our corporate sponsors in several southeast states 
and most of northern and central California, and in seven major metropolitan areas. In 2010 NFWF anticipates 
the following funding will be available:   
Approximately $225,000 will be available from EPA to support projects throughout the United States in each of 
EPA’s ten geographic regions.  
 
On-the-Ground Restoration.  Projects must include on-the-ground wetland, riparian, in stream and/ or coastal 
habitat restoration. In the targeted metropolitan areas (above), urban restoration projects may also include the 
creation of backyard wildlife habitat and “green infrastructure” through tree plantings, rain gardens, pollinator 
gardens, etc. Requests must be for $10,000 to $40,000.Grants will vary in size, duration and scale. In general, 
smaller-scale, one-year projects will be eligible for grants up to $20,000. Two-year, larger-scale projects will be 
eligible for grants up to $40,000. We anticipate the average grant award will be $20,000 to $25,000.   
  
Environmental Education.  Projects must integrate meaningful education into the restoration project either 
through community outreach, participation, and/or integration with K-12 environmental curriculum.  
Partnerships.  Projects must involve a diverse set of community partners to accomplish the projects objectives.  
 Measurable Results.  Projects must result in measurable ecological and educational/social benefits.  
Visit http://www.epa.gov/epahome/regions.htm to view a map of the EPA Regions.  
 
 
Foundation-Non-Profit Funding 

 
Open: Civil society (international). � Letters of inquiry to apply for grants from the Charles Stewart Mott 

Foundation. Grants typically range between $15,000 and $250,000 each and support programs in four 
areas: civil society; environment; poverty; and projects local to Flint, Mich. Grants to international 
organizations are made only through the civil-society and environment programs. Additional information 
is available on the foundation's Web site. Who may apply: U.S. applicants must be classified as tax-
exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. International applicants must be located 
in Central and Eastern Europe, Russia, or South Africa, and have the equivalent of tax-exempt status. 
Grants will not support individuals; film and video projects; programs that significantly overlap the work 
of federal, state, or local agencies; religious organizations; and scholarships and fellowships. 
Applications will be accepted throughout the year, but those received between September 1 and 
December 31 will be considered for the next calendar year.� Contact:  CSMF Mott Foundation Building, 
503 South Saginaw Street, Suite 1200, Flint, Mich. 48502; (810) 238-5651; fax (810) 766-1753 
info@mott.org; http://www.mott.org/grantseeker.aspx 

 
Open: Environment (national). � Applications for grants from the Energy Foundation. Grants will support 

projects in four areas: buildings, climate, power, and transportation. Building grants support policies that 
increase the energy efficiency of homes and businesses. Climate grants are for the promotion of state 
and regional policies to reduce pollution that contributes to global warming. Power grants are for 
projects that work to reduce carbon emissions from electric and gas utilities by promoting efficient and 
renewable energy. Finally, transportation grants are for projects that accelerate the transition to low-
carbon vehicles and fuels. Additional information is available on the foundation's Web site. Who may 
apply: organizations classified as tax-exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 
Grants will not support community projects, demonstrations, endowments, general operating costs, 
local projects, individuals, political candidates, religious programs, or technology research.� Contact:  
Energy Foundation 1012 Torney Avenue, Suite 1, San Francisco, Calif. 94129; (415) 561-6700; (415) 
561-6709 energyfund@ef.org; http://www.ef.org/app_guidelines.cfm 

 
Open: Environment (national). � Applications for grants from the Moloka'i Environmental Protection Fund, 

administered by the Tides Foundation. Awards of up to $5,000 each will support organizations that 
protect the Hawaiian island's environment and enhance its community's access to legal services, 
education, and environmental advocacy. Additional information is available on the foundation's Web 
site. Who may apply: organizations that are classified as tax-exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the 



Internal Revenue Code or that have a tax-exempt fiscal sponsor.� Contact:  Diana Chavez, Tides 
Foundation P.O. Box 29903, San Francisco, Calif. 94129; (415) 561-6400; fax (415) 561-6401 
info@tides.org; http://www.tidesfoundation.org/grants-impact/the-molokai-environmental-protection-
fund/index.html 

 
Open: Environment (U.S., Canada). � Applications for conservation grants from the FishAmerica 

Foundation. Organizations such as sporting clubs, civic associations, conservation groups, and state 
agencies can apply for one-year grants for projects that directly improve fishing habitats, populations, or 
water quality. The average grant amount is $7,500. Additional information is available on the 
foundation's Web site. Who may apply: nonprofit organizations in the United States and 
Canada.� Contact:  FAF 225 Reinekers Lane, Suite 420, Alexandria, Va. 22314; (703) 519-9691; fax 
(703) 519-1872 fishamerica@asafishing.org; http://www.fishamerica.org/images/grants/guidelines.pdf 

 
Open: Environment (international). � Applications for Conservation Trust grants from the National 

Geographic Society for conservation and research programs that promote the sustainable use and 
preservation of the earth's biological, cultural, and historical resources. Grants of up to $20,000 each 
are available. Additional information is available on the organization's Web site. Who may apply: 
individuals who have conducted prior research or conservation work related to the proposed program. 
Advanced degrees are not required. The society strongly encourages applicants to seek additional, 
concurrent sources of support.� Contact:  NGS 1145 17th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036; (800) 
647-5463 conservationtrust@ngs.org; http://www.nationalgeographic.com/research/grant/rg2.html 

 
 
 

 

 

�
�

An important funding mechanism for BMAP related projects 
 Please be advised the FDEP has about $1.5 million for stormwater retrofit projects and it is looking for a few 
good projects to be submitted.  Preferably these should be projects listed in a BMAP (adopted or in progress).   
Grant application and information is available at: http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/watersheds/tmdl_grant.htm. 
They are focusing entirely on “retrofit projects that are included in adopted or draft BMAPs .” As there are 
currently zero adopted or draft BMAPs in the District, this current funding pool is not applicable now.   
However, in the future, this will be an important funding mechanism for BMAP related projects as we (the 
community) make progress on that phase of the TMDL program. Please contact Eric Livingston with any 
questions: Eric.Livingston@dep.state.fl.us. 


