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 AGRICULTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

The Indian River County (IRC) Agriculture Advisory Committee (AAC) met 
at 2:00 P.M. on Thursday, February 9, 2012 in the County Administration 
Building B, Conference Room B1-501, 1800 27th Street, Vero Beach, Florida.   

 
You may view the meeting; review the agenda and the minutes on the IRC 

website - http://www.ircgov.com/Boards/AAC/2011.htm.   
 

 Any residents interested in serving on a board or committee, an 
educational tool to gain an understanding of State of Florida laws regarding 
government in the sunshine, public records, and ethics is available for review on 
the IRC website - http://www.ircgov.com/Boards/Sunshine_Presentation.pdf. 

 
Present were Chairman Robert Adair, Jr., Associated Industry Appointee; 

Sean Sexton, Cattle Industry Appointee (arrived at 2:20 p.m.); Rusty Banack, 
Horticulture Appointee; Ruben Koch, Irrigation Appointee; Gary Pressley, 
Associated Industry Appointee; and Commissioner Liaison Wesley S. Davis.    

 
Absent was: E. Ray Smith, Citrus Appointee and Louis Schacht, 

Vegetables Appointee (both excused). 
 

 Also present were IRC Staff:  Bob Keating, Community Development 
Director; Stan Boling, Planning Director and Misty L. Pursel, Commissioner 
Assistant, District 1. 
 
 Others present were:  Jason Nunemaker, City of Fellsmere City Manager; 
Bill Beardslee, Brian Carman, Honey Minuse, Indian River Neighborhood 
Association; Mike Ray, Cindy Howard and Jeff Bass, Graves Brothers; Helene 
Caseltine and Penny Chandler, Indian River Chamber of Commerce; Michelle 
Walters, Farm Credit of Florida; Tim Gaver, St. Lucie Ag Extension; George 
Hamner, Jr., Planning and Zoning Commission member; Barrett Gruber, 
University of Florida; Henry Stephens, Press Journal; Dan Corrigan, Corrigan 
Ranch; Beth Mitchell, Sebastian Chamber of Commerce; Christine Kelly-Begazo, 
Indian River Ag Extension; Doug Bournique, Indian River Citrus League; Jenny 
Pehl and Amy Banov, Landowners; and Renee Renzi, Andrew Kennedy, and 
Elwood Holzwart, Interested parties. 

 
Call to Order 

 
Chairman Adair called the meeting to order at 2:05 p.m. and noted a 

quorum was present.  He requested a change in the order of items on the 



 

AAC/Approved       2                                         February 9, 2012 
C:\Documents and Settings\sjohnson\Local Settings\Temporary Internet 
Files\Content.Outlook\GXPO96XI\Minutes 2 09 12.doc 

 

agenda; to move the elections of Chairman and Vice Chairman towards the end 
of the agenda.  This request was made with no objection. 
   
Approval of Minutes of October 27, 2011 – Auction Required 

 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Banack, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Pressley, the members voted unanimously (4-0) to 
approve the minutes of October 27, 2011.  

 
New Business 

 
a) Meet new Citrus Research Scientist Dr. Barrett R. Gruber, 

University of Florida/IFAS, Indian River Research and Education 
Center – No Action Required 
 

 Chairman Adair mentioned due to the issues with citrus greening, a large 
piece of acreage within the County was now exposed to the disease and at the 
agricultural forum held two years ago, 96 percent of the respondents agreed 
citrus research for the greening disease was the most important matter to 
address in helping preserve agriculture within the County.   
 
 Chairman Adair introduced Dr. Barrett Gruber, a new Citrus Researcher 
from Fort Pierce Citrus Research and Education Center. 
 
 Dr. Gruber shared his background in plant methodology and fungal 
disease of tart cherries.  He also had a postdoctoral position at the University of 
California, Riverside, wherein the project looked at sharp shooter transmission of 
the bacteria and causes of Pierce’s disease in grapes, a different strain; 
however, the same strain which causes Citrus Variegated Chlorosis (CVC) in citrus.   
 
 Dr. Gruber stated his research objectives included development of new 
types of cropping systems strategies to bring up young trees into production 
faster in face of Huanglongbing (HLB), also known as Citrus Greening Disease, 
and citrus canker, as well as focus on the integrated custom disease 
management of the economically important citrus diseases. 
 
 Chairman Adair mentioned an idea Dr. Gruber discussed with him was the 
effect of the sodium and chloride in irrigation water and possible effects. 
 
 Dr. Gruber said with the higher density plantings, the narrower rootstalks 
with a smaller canopy needed examination to possibly increase production faster, 
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as well as evaluate some of the narrower rootstalks for how they may be more 
compatible. 
 Mr. Bannack told the committee he wished the focus to stay on the cure 
and not just growing trees faster and placing them into production, because if 
they were symptomatic from the beginning, nothing could be done with them 
anyway. 
 
Old Business 
 

a) Update on Indian River County’s funding for Tim Gaver, 
Multicounty Citrus Agent, IFAS, University of Florida 

 
 Chairman Adair described a discussion at the last AAC meeting, wherein 
the committee voted to support Indian River County to share in funding the 
UF/IFAS Multi-County Citrus Agent, Mr. Tim Gaver and questioned how the 
request was met by the County Commission. 
 
 Chairman Adair again provided a background regarding the issue of 
funding and the agent’s responsibility. 
 
 Mr. Gaver provided a background of the Multi-County Citrus Agent 
position’s responsibility and the funding history of the position. 
 
 Mr. Bournique, representing approximately 800 grower members on the 
east coast, complimented Mr. Gaver with having worked closely with him, all of 
the multi-county growers benefited from his hard work with tradeshows and 
dissemination of data information. 
 
 Commissioner Liaison Wesley Davis stated he had forwarded the 
Committee’s request to County Administrator Joe Baird for consideration for next 
year’s budget, given this year’s budget was already finished.  He said as far as 
amending this year’s budget mid-stream, he did not know whether there would 
be support from other Commissioners and opined it was bad policy to begin mid-
year adjustments for budgets. 
 
 Commissioner Liaison Wesley Davis explained when this Committee 
brought this recommendation up at the last AAC meeting on October 27, 2011; it 
was too late to be placed on the 2012 budget.  He explained the County’s fiscal 
year begins on October 1, and the budget year requests were put together in the 
middle of June. 
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 Commissioner Liaison Wesley Davis welcomed Anita Neal, 
director/Environmental Horticulture Agent, UF/IFAS St. Lucie Extension to meet 
with fellow commissioners of Indian River County. 
 
 Mr. Banack reaffirmed Mr. Gaver continued to provided a very valuable 
service and treated Indian River County growers the same way he treated St. 
Lucie County growers.  He further said with the economic impact citrus had in 
Indian River County with jobs, he believed this Committee needed to support the 
position. 
 
 Chairman Adair requested the minutes to reflect this Committee’s 
reaffirmation of their 100% resolve regarding their recommendation to the Board 
of County Commissioners to fund a 47% portion, approximately $11,000 of the 
UF/IFAS Multi-County Citrus Agent’s salary. 
 

b) Update on Extension Services, Programs & Resources from the 
IRC Extension Director, Christine Kelly-Begazo – No Action 
Required 
 

 Mrs. Kelly-Begazo provided an update on what the Indian River County 
Agricultural Extension Office services provided.  She told of the reduction of staff 
in the Extension Office; down to two staff members: herself, as the director, 
agriculture agent and horticulture agent and Lindsay Adams, 4-H Youth 
Development agent, who works strictly with 4-H and youth development. 
 
 Mrs. Kelly-Begazo summarized the Extension Office’s job description as 
educating the public on pertinent information, which information was usually 
provided to them by their clientele and through research from the University of 
Florida.  She gave examples of the venues wherein the information was 
disseminated by workshops, emails, seminars, classes, festivals, etc. 
 
 Mrs. Kelly-Begazo reported last year there were 1,290 office consultations, 
2,398 group-learning (classroom) participants, 282 telephone consultations, 
1,300 email consultations with 32 volunteers currently in the environmental 
horticulture program, which included the Master Gardeners volunteers, who 
provided research-based information to homeowners when calling the office 
looking for answers to problems they may have in their landscape, in and around 
their home.  She continued there were approximately 50 4-H volunteers who 
work with the youth development program, wherein over 1,800 volunteer hours 
were logged in from the horticulture program. 
 
 Mrs. Kelly-Begazo told the committee it was very difficult to determine the 
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amount of the 4-H leaders’ contributions, which usually were about three times 
the number of hours from the horticulture program, due to the one-to-one time 
given to the kids individually.  She briefly summarized the Agricultural Extension 
Service office’s training programs and classes. 
 
 Chairman Adair ask the question regarding how much interest or visits in 
the past year in regards to small farms, ranchettes, equestrian centers, etc. in 
comparison to five years ago.   
 
 Mrs. Kelly-Begazo responded there was a lot of interest about seven years 
ago mainly because individuals would make site visits, which in-turn created 
publicity.  She said recently there had been many requests for people wanting to 
know how to grow vegetable gardens. 
 
 Commissioner Davis asked Mrs. Kelly-Begazo, if she could, to provide the 
dollar amount saved when the former 4-H Youth Development Agent position 
was vacanted. 
 
 Mrs. Kelly-Begazo said initially there was a savings when the position was 
vacant; however, because of the structure with new agents, Lindsey’s salary was 
a few dollars more than the previous agent’s due to the structure abided by 
through the University of Florida because usually the agents are 60% funded by 
the University of Florida and 40% funded by the County.  The Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) agreed to follow the pay scale structure of the University 
of Florida. 
 
Other Business 

 
a) Consideration of Urban Service Boundary Buffer 
 

 Mr. Stan Boling, Planning Director, presented a PowerPoint presentation, 
which provided background information explaining the urban service area as 
outlined in the 2030 Indian River County Future Lands Use map.  A copy of the 
PowerPoint is on file in the Commission Office.  He advised this matter went 
before the Board of County Commission on February 7, 2012. 
 
 Mr. Boling explained inside the urban service area suburban and urban 
type of uses were allowed, and outside were predominately agricultural uses and 
showed the Committee by outlining the areas on the Future Lands Use map.  
  
 Mr. Boling introduced a concept, which dealt with issues involving the 
different types of conditional uses allowed in the agricultural area, wherein in the 
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past some of the uses were not exactly agriculture and were controversial for a 
variety of reasons.  He said the concept dealt with whether there was a proper 
location for some of the conditional uses that could be identified up front or not. 
 
 Mr. Boling mentioned there were other uses besides agricultural for areas 
outside the urban service area such as conservation and water management, 
with very low density residential, for instant, ranchettes, which actually could 
have residential and agricultural components.  He also said there were a number 
of conditional uses allowed outside the urban service area; some agriculturally 
related, like packing houses made sense to be near groves; some were out there 
because they needed large sites, like golf courses or major recreational sites; 
some have the traditional uses in agricultural areas like churches, and some are 
outside the urban service area because they need to be remote from 
concentrations of residential; i.e. demolition debris. 
 
 Mr. Boling remarked there were land use conflicts outside the urban 
service area a number of times with conditional uses; in particular, certain types.  
He reminded everyone this Committee and the Planning and Zoning Commission 
and the Board of County Commissioners had discussed such uses in the past.  
He explained sometimes the uses were discussed when an individual application 
was submitted; however, in 2008 this Committee reviewed the entire list of 
conditional uses in the agricultural areas and what uses were permitted, what 
uses were administrative permit, what uses were special exception and what was 
the type of process. 
 
 Mr. Boling referred to, as an example of such special exception, the A1-
Walee application involving demolition debris wherein the first location was 
located outside the urban service area and was denied and a second application 
was submitted for a location in a Agricultural area, further separated from 
residential areas and it was approved. 
 
 Mr. Boling told the Committee upon review of the buffer proposal, the 
Board of County Commissioners requested staff to move forward.  He explained 
this Committee’s involvement would include detailed work on this topic before 
moving forward with the process. 
 
 Mr. Boling defined the process of moving forward; to have this matter 
brought back to the AAC for review of the details.  He stated this process may 
take a couple times of reviewing the details in the land use table, before bringing 
the table before a public workshop for further review. 
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 Mr. Boling explained after the workshop, the proposed changes would go 
before the Planning and Zoning Commission and then go before the Board of 
County Commissioners for approval or denial.  He told the Committee he would 
bring additional information to AAC meetings and via email to the AAC members. 
   
 Mr. Boling responded to a question regarding whether any change would 
interfere with fruit and sludge spreading uses, wherein he said there was no 
intent to affect basic, standard and functional practices in the farming industry. 
 
 Lengthy discussions ensued regarding effects to quality of life, protections 
inside and outside the buffer, differences and transitions in zoning, compatibility, 
enhancement of property value and landowners maintaining their property rights. 
 
Election of Officers – Action Required  
  

ON MOTION BY Mr. Banack, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Pressley, the Committee voted unanimously (5-0) to 
re-elect Robert Adair, Jr. as Acting Chairman 
pending amendment of a resolution allowing 
Chairman of the Agriculture Advisory Committee to 
serve beyond a two-year term and re-elect Louis 
Schacht as Vice Chairman of the Agriculture 
Advisory Committee for 2012.  

 
Other Business  
 

b) Indian River County Ag Pavilion – Action Required 
 
 Commissioner Liaison Wesley Davis told the Committee he received an 
email from Mr. Calvin Reams, Agency Manager, Indian River County Farm 
Bureau, requesting permission for replacement of the Farm Bureau’s sign at the 
Indian River Fairgrounds, atop the Ag Pavilion, at the Bureau’s expense.  A copy 
of the email is on file in the Commission Office.   
 

ON MOTION BY Mr. Sexton, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Pressley, the Committee voted unanimously (5-0) to 
grant Indian River County Farm Bureau permission 
to replace the sign atop the Agricultural pavilion at 
the Indian River County Fairgrounds. 

  
Adjournment 
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 There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 4:10 p.m. 
 


