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AGRICULTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

The Indian River County (IRC) Agriculture Advisory Committee (AAC) met 
at 2:10 P.M. on Thursday, January 24, 2013 in the County Administration 
Building A, Commission Chambers, 1801 27th Street, Vero Beach, Florida.   

 
You may view the meeting; review the agenda and the minutes on the IRC 

website - http://www.ircgov.com/Boards/AAC/2013.htm.   
 

 Any residents interested in serving on a board or committee, an 
educational tool to gain an understanding of State of Florida laws regarding 
government in the sunshine, public records, and ethics is available for review on 
the IRC website - http://www.ircgov.com/Boards/Sunshine_Presentation.pdf. 

 
Present were Chairman Robert Adair, Jr., Associated Industry Appointee; 

Sean Sexton, Cattle Industry Appointee; Ruben Koch, Irrigation Appointee; 
David Howard, Horticulture Appointee; Gary Pressley, Associated Industry 
Appointee; and Commissioner Liaison Wesley Davis.    

 
Absent was Louis Schacht, Vegetables Appointee; and E. Ray Smith, 

Citrus Appointee (both excused).    
 

 Also present were IRC Staff:  Misty L. Pursel, Commissioner Assistant, 
Districts 1 and 5. 
 
 Others present were: Mike Ray, Graves Brothers and Rusty Banack, 
Interested Parties. 
 
Call to Order 

 
Chairman Adair called the meeting to order at 2:10 p.m. and noted a 

quorum was present. 
 
Welcoming AAC’s Newest Member   

 
Chairman Adair introduced David Howard, the newest member of AAC, as 

Horticulture Appointee, replacing Rusty Banack.  Chairman Adair, on behalf of 
the committee, thanked Mr. Banack for his participation and insight over the 
years. 

 
Chairman Adair summarized Mr. Howard’s resume and introductions were 

made around the meeting table. 
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Election of Officers – Action Required  
  

ON MOTION BY Mr. Howard, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Koch, the Committee voted unanimously (5-0) to 
elect Louis Schacht as Chairman and Robert Adair, 
Jr., as Vice Chairman of the Agriculture Advisory 
Committee for 2013.  

 
Approval of Minutes of November 7, 2012 - Action Required 

 
 Vice Chairman Adair recommended the following changes: 
 

 Page 3, second line, change “snip-tag” to “snook license tag”; 
 Page 4, Third paragraph, fourth line down, “environmental should be 

changed to “conservation”; 
 Page 4, fourth paragraph, last line; after the word “conservation”, add “and 

best management practices” before the words “on the land”; 
 Page 5, first paragraph, third sentence, replace “reduce the” with 

“conserve” and add “resources, especially soil and water” after the word 
“agricultural”; 

 Page 6, third paragraph, the motion, fourth line, after “Soil” add “and” 
before “Water”; fifth line should read “a sustainable County-paid full-time 
staff position”. 

 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Sexton, SECONDED BY Vice 
Chairman Adair, the members voted unanimously 
(5-0) to approve the minutes of November 7, 2012 
with the recommended revisions.  

 
New Business  
 

 2013 Proposed AAC meeting dates 
 

 Vice Chairman Adair suggested scheduling the January 2014 AAC 
meeting to the last Thursday of the month, January 30th, to avoid any conflict with 
the annual citrus show.  
 
 Commissioner Liaison Wesley Davis mentioned the time of meetings and 
whether the Committee members wanted to schedule the meeting earlier in the 
day, as it was mentioned to him, it was difficult starting a day “in the field”, then 
having to break to come to a meeting. 
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 The consensus of the members was to leave the time as it was currently 
scheduled at 2:00 p.m. 

  
Old Business 
 

a) Update from Tim Gaver, Multicounty Citrus Agent, Institute of Food and 
Agricultural Sciences (IFAS), University of Florida. 

  
 Mr. Gaver was not present at the meeting due to his involvement in the 
citrus show.   
    

b) Update on Extension Services, Program & Resources from Christine 
Kelly-Begazo 

 
 Ms. Kelly-Begazo was absent because she did not receive the notice of 
the meeting. 
  
Other Business 
 
 Mr. Howard asked if there was a plan in place, or a timeline for a study 
regarding the reversal of water being pumped west of town. 
 
 Commissioner Liaison Wesley Davis said what was being discussed was 
where all the canals were cut at the present time, i.e., Ranch Road canal, with a 
set of locks at the end of it,  whenever it rained, the runoff went into the Indian 
River Lagoon, wherein discussions came about to try to control some of the Total 
Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs), by moving it back, clean it to release, clean it to 
store, or clean it and put it back into the basin of the St. Johns River Water 
Management and let it flow like Mother Nature designed it to do. 
 
 Mr. Howard noted it might be too early for discussion; however, he 
believed at some point, the agricultural communities would have to deal with the 
reversal of water issue.  He continued the land wherever the water would be 
stored, west of town, the water would not just go down the flow way to the St. 
Johns River Water Management District (SJRWMD) into the St. John’s River 
reservoir, because there would not be a place to put it. 
 
 Commissioner Liaison Wesley Davis explained it was very informal at this 
point, with County staff looking into it.  He said it might have to happen with all of 
the 298 Drainage Districts, from Indian River Farms, Sebastian, SJRWMD, and 
Fellsmere Water Control District; anywhere it could be found touching in one spot  
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and wherever those borders or boundaries were, that would probably be where 
the water would be returned, for the benefit of everyone.  He continued this was 
different from the re-connect previously discussed with SJRWMD in South 
Florida.   
 
 Mr. Howard asked if the current study was more about topography, 
whether it could be physically moved uphill.  Commissioner Liaison Wesley Davis 
said that was literally the challenge – how to move water uphill, when it was not 
designed to do that. 
 
 Vice Chairman Adair asked about water quality monitoring at the different 
lateral relief sites.  Commissioner Liaison Wesley Davis responded kilroys were 
purchased to continuously, in real time, monitor the nitrogen because at this time 
there was not a good mechanism and an affordable mechanism for phosphorous. 
 
 Commissioner Liaison Wesley Davis announced there had been more talk 
about putting the lateral relief sites further up the canals to find out whether it was 
more the residential side of it. 
 
 Vice Chairman Adair suggested AAC be kept informed of the progresses 
of the project, given the impact on the large landowners close to where the 
impoundment, theoretically, would be located. 
 
 Mr. Koch suggested inviting Dr. Chris Wilson from the University of Florida  
research center in Ft. Pierce to an AAC meeting to provide more information to 
the public regarding Water Toxicology. 
 
 Vice Chairman Adair requested having Ms. Kelly-Begazo attend next AAC 
meeting for an update regarding water farming. 
 
 Vice Chairman Adair mentioned the greening disease with the vector 
distributing the disease being very efficient, had covered the citrus region of the 
State; with the extent of the infection at 100 percent. 
 
 Commission Liaison Wesley Davis asked if there were any statuses for the 
new plantings.  Vice Chairman Adair announced the problem with the new 
plantings was rootstock challenged; however, and in discussion with other 
growers they had indicated the resets, which had been replanted, had begun to 
show visual signs of symptoms at 3 years.   
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 Vice Chairman Adair continued the trees had been drenched in Neonix, up 
to the limits on the label, to keep the sucking, piercing insects out.  He said there 
were some repellency when using the neonicotinoids, a class of insecticide that 
was systemic to inhibit or repel feeding; however, one feeding was enough to 
transfer the bacteria in to the tree with about 5 percent of the 3-year trees were 
symptomatic. 
 
 Mr. Rusty Banack said citrus was not an easy business; the growers 
needed something else to plant.  He announced there were currently trials in 
corn plantings going on. 
 
 A discussion ensued regarding corn and pine tree harvesting and storage. 
 
 Mr. Sexton mentioned an article written by Dr. Dietrich H. Volkmann, 
Teaching Professor at the University of Missouri, regarding a pyrethrums that 
could sterilize a bull for 60 days and recommended not using pyrethrums. 
 
Adjournment 
 
 There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 2:57 p.m. 
 


