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JOINT MEETING 
 METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION (MPO) 
 CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE (MPOCAC) AND 

MPO BICYCLE ADVISORY COMMITTEE (MPOBAC) 
 

 
A joint meeting of the MPOBAC and MPOCAC was held at 2:00 p.m. on 

Tuesday, February 7, 2006, in the First Floor Conference Room “A”, County 
Administration Building, 1840 25th Street, Vero Beach, Florida. 

 
 MPOCAC members present were: Chairman Juliana Young, IRC 
Representative; William Lundy Parden, Transportation Disadvantaged 
Representative; Deryl Seemayer, City of Sebastian Representative; Clarence 
Korker, City of Fellsmere Representative; Michael Durwin, School Board 
Representative; Robert Bowman, Indian River Shores Representative; Richard 
Woodard, Walter Wright, Roger Sherwood and Robert Johnson, IRC 
Representatives. 
 
 Absent were Charles Vogt and Jack Phillips, City of Vero Beach 
Representatives; Freddie Woolfork, Minority Representative, and Herbert Munsart, 
City of Sebastian Representative (all excused). 

 
MPOBAC members present were: Chairman Libby Harrow, IRC 

Representative; Rich Wetherald, City of Sebastian Representative; Terry Goff, City 
of Vero Beach Representative; Barbara Tilney, Town of Indian River Shores 
Representative; George Sipp, Town of Orchid Representative, and Lieutenant Scott 
Melanson, City of Fellsmere Representative. 

 
Also present were IRC staff:  Bob Keating, Community Development Director; 

Phil Matson, Staff Director; Sutapa Chatterjee, Transportation Planner; Beth Knight, 
Staff Assistant III, MPO, and Victoria Phillips, Staff Assistant IV; Councilmember Bob 
Solari, City of Vero Beach; Brian Grzesiak, Engineering Department, City of 
Sebastian; Maria Aguilar, Town Manager, Town of Orchid; and Herb Whittall, Vero 
Isles resident. 
 
Call to Order 
  

Chairman Young called the meeting to order, and welcomed everyone in 
attendance. 
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Annual Election of Officers – MPOCAC 
 

ON MOTION by Mr. Seemayer, SECONDED by Mr. 
Bowman, the members voted unanimously (10-0) to 
reelect Juliana Young Chairman of the Metropolitan 
Planning Organization Citizens Advisory Committee 
(MPOCAC) for 2006. 

 
ON MOTION by Mr. Bowman, SECONDED by Mr. 
Durwin, the members voted unanimously (10-0) to 
reelect Robert Johnson Vice Chairman of the 
Metropolitan Planning Organization Citizens Advisory 
Committee (MPOCAC) for 2006. 

 
Annual Election of Officers – MPOBAC 
 

ON MOTION by Mr. Goff, SECONDED by Lt. Melanson, 
the members voted unanimously (6-0) to reelect Libby 
Harrow Chairman of the Metropolitan Planning 
Organization Bicycle Advisory Committee (MPOBAC) 
for 2006. 

 
ON MOTION by Ms. Tilney, SECONDED by Lt. 
Melanson, the members voted unanimously (6-0) to 
reelect Terry Goff Vice Chairman of the Metropolitan 
Planning Organization Bicycle Advisory Committee 
(MPOBAC) for 2006. 
 

Approval of Minutes of the MPOCAC Meeting of December 6, 2005 
 

Chairman Young asked if there were any additions or corrections to the 
MPOCAC minutes of December 6, 2005.  There were none. 

 
ON MOTION by Mr. Johnson, SECONDED by Mr. 
Seemayer, the members voted unanimously (10-0) to 
approve the minutes of the MPOCAC of December 6, 
2005 as presented. 
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Approval of Minutes of the MPOBAC Meeting of July 7, 2004 
 

Chairman Harrow asked if there were any additions or corrections to the 
MPOBAC minutes of July 7, 2004.  There were none. 

 
ON MOTION by Lt. Melanson, SECONDED by Ms. 
Tilney, the members voted unanimously (6-0) to 
approve the minutes of the MPOBAC of July 7, 2004 
as presented. 

 
Review of Scope of Services for Central Indian River County/Vero Beach 
Greenways Plan 
 
 Mr. Matson came forward with a PowerPoint presentation on the MPO’s 
Central County Greenways Plan (Plan), a copy of which is on file in the County 
Commission Office.  He explained greenways consisted of a corridor of linear open 
space protected and regulated for public interest, and the Scope of Services (Scope) 
concentrated on the Central Indian River County/Vero Beach area.   
 
 Mr. Matson indicated the MPO had received a $2,000,000 grant from FDOT to 
widen Aviation Boulevard, with the caveat that it needed to be widened as an 
intermodal project; therefore attention needed to be given to the non-motorized 
travel in that corridor.   
 
 Chairman Young asked about the timeline for the project.  Mr. Matson 
informed her the Aviation Boulevard design would be going to the City of Vero Beach 
and the Board of County Commissioners within the next month for approval.   
 
 Ms. Tilney inquired if Aviation Boulevard would be a part of the Plan.  Mr. 
Matson responded Aviation Boulevard was probably one of the best roadway 
opportunities for mingling with some of the other uses because it was near the 
airport, and there were bus routes in the area.  He emphasized Aviation Boulevard 
could very well be the backbone of the Central Indian River County bicycle network. 
 
 Mr. Korker mentioned Sebastian had a greenway-type sidewalk on County 
Road (C.R.) 512 which could connect up to the old Fellsmere Railroad bed which ran 
along the north side of C.R. 512 and then tie in with the Sebastian River Middle 
School, the North County Pool and the recreation area.  Mr. Keating explained the 
County had recently purchased the Ansin property and a piece of it would be used 
as a right-of-way for C.R. 512, part would be for conservation, and the old railroad 
right-of-way would be retained for greenways.  He stated the overall Greenways 
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Plan for North County would probably be the next phase.   
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 Councilman Tyson mentioned Ruth Stanbridge, County Historian, had been 
working for some time on a trail system between Sebastian and Fellsmere, using 
some of the right-of-way along an abandoned rail line.  He indicated the North 
County system would potentially run through the St. Sebastian River State Buffer 
Preserve, where a trail system already existed. 
 
 Mr. Bowman commented since the City of Vero Beach was so crowded, he 
wondered where land could be purchased to access a greenway.  Mr. Matson 
responded an option would be, either to retrofit something small and constrained, or 
explore new undeveloped property. 
 
 Chairman Young asked if the Indian River Farms Drainage District would 
support this type of a Plan.  Mr. Matson remarked they had reservations about some 
of the legal and maintenance issues, but their biggest issue was liability; therefore, 
he wanted to find a consultant who had experience in how to deal with these issues. 
  
 Chairman Young felt unless the MPO found the right consultants, she did not 
feel anything beneficial would come out of it, unless they had a lot of local 
knowledge. 
 
 Councilmember Solari presented a map on some potential trail opportunities in 
the City of Vero Beach.  He mentioned he had also spoken to the Airport Director 
about it, because the Vero Beach Airport had been going through their new Master 
Plan, to make sure a bicycle path would go around the airport.  Councilmember 
Solari remarked Senator Pruitt had made some suggestions on how to go forward to 
develop professional funding segments for bicycle pedestrian ways, but a Bicycle 
and Pedestrian Plan needed to be in place in order to set up the funding mechanism.  
 
 Mr. Johnson commented it had not been clear to him why a Countywide 
greenways study could not be done to identify the major greenways now, and work 
toward that instead of the small segment between U.S. Highway 1 and 82nd Avenue. 
Mr. Matson explained he did not have the budget at the present time to do a 
Countywide Greenways Plan because it would be a very expensive study; therefore, 
the area of the Scope had been limited to what worked within the present budget.   
 
 Ms. Tilney emphasized it would be necessary to see the big picture to start 
with, and since there were existing greenways in Indian River County, there should 
be some method of identifying the ideal system and see how Aviation Boulevard fit 
into the Plan.  Mr. Keating mentioned the County had purchased a lot of 
environmentally-sensitive lands over the last 12 years and there was the possibility 
greenways could go along the Mosquito Control District dikes.   
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 Chairman Young believed there should be two studies, and would like to see 
the bigger picture addressed so that it included the likely areas where the greenways 
could go.  She commented at some point in time, it would be necessary to see how it 
would tie together to avoid ending up with one mile strips throughout Indian River 
County, which would not achieve what had been intended.  Mr. Goff agreed, and 
added it needed to be started expeditiously and suggested funds should be provided 
in the next budget year to complete the project. 
 

ON MOTION by Mr. Goff, SECONDED by Mr. Woodard 
to recommend the MPO approve the Scope of 
Services for Central Indian River County/Vero Beach 
Greenways Plan and authorize staff to initiate the 
consultant selection process for the project. 

 
 UNDER DISCUSSION, Ms. Tilney wondered about the possibility of staff 
handling the task.  Mr. Matson indicated it was cheaper to let the designs out with a 
special consultant, who had a track record of success with other greenways and a 
local knowledge base.   
 
 THE CHAIRMAN CALLED FOR THE QUESTION and the motion passed 
16-0. 
 
 Chairman Young asked if there would be another motion as to whether to 
consider a broader Scope as part of a larger plan.  There was no response. 
 
Status Report of Other MPO Advisory Committees 
 
 Included in the backup, a copy of which is on file in the County Commission 
Office.  He added the BAC would probably be meeting monthly throughout the 
duration of this Plan and once there was a consultant on board, there would be 
reports on a regular basis.   
 
 Mr. Johnson asked when was the MPO scheduled to meet in March.  Mr. 
Matson informed him they were scheduled to meet on March 8th. 
 
 A discussion ensued and it was determined the next MPOCAC meeting will be 
held on February 28th instead of March 7th so that it would take place one week prior 
to the MPO meeting. 

 
Other Business 
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 None 
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Comments from the Public 
 
 None 
 
Adjournment 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:55 p.m.  


