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 BEACH AND SHORE PRESERVATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
  
 
 The Indian River County (IRC) Beach and Shore Preservation Advisory 
Committee (Beach) met at 3:00 p.m. on Monday, September 17, 2012, in the 
County Administration Building, Building B, 1800 27th Street, Vero Beach, 
Florida.  You may hear an audio of the meeting; review the agenda and the 
minutes on the IRC website - www.ircgov.com/Boards/BSPC/2012.   
 
 Present were Chairman David Barney, Mark Tripson, and Bob Anderson,  
Board of County Commissioners (BCC) Appointees; Dick Winger, City of Vero 
Beach (COVB) Appointee; Councilmember Bill Troxell, Town of Orchid 
Appointee; Councilman Joel Tyson, City of Fellsmere Appointee; and 
Councilmember Mike Ochsner, Town of Indian River Shores Appointee. 
 
 Absent was Mayor Jim Hill, City of Sebastian Appointee and Cheryl 
Gerstner, BCC Appointee (both excused) 
 
 Also present were IRC staff: Commissioner Liaison Peter O’Bryan; Dale 
Justice, Emergency Management Coordinator and Fire Marshall; Etta LoPresti, 
Emergency Management Planner; James Gray, Coastal Engineer; and Terri 
Collins-Lister, Commissioner Assistant, District 4. 
 
 Others present were: Don Dexter, COVB; Carrie Lira, Senator Negron’s 
Office; Steve Boehning, Coastal Waterways; Marie Yarbrough, Atkins Global; 
Tem Fontaine, Coastal Technology; Lee Cockey and Tuck Ferrell, Interested 
Citizen. 
 
Call to Order  
 
 Chairman Barney called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. 
 
Approval of the Minutes from June 18, 2012 
  

ON MOTION BY Councilman Tyson, SECONDED BY 
Councilmember Troxell, the members voted 
unanimously (7-0) to approve the minutes of June 
18, 2012 as presented. 
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Presentation on Hurricane Preparedness and the Tsunami Ready Program 
– IRC Emergency Services Department 
 
 Mr. Dale Justice, IRC Emergency Management Coordinator, gave a brief 
tropical update and said the National Hurricane Center believes the temperature 
of the ocean water and the dry air will help suppress the future development of 
storms throughout the remainder of September.  He warned the development of 
storms from the Caribbean Sea in October usually impacted the Gulf of Mexico 
and the State of Florida.   
 
 Ms. Etta LoPresti, Emergency Management Planner, talked about the 
Tsunami Ready Program and said the greatest risk was Puerto Rico.  She said if 
Puerto Rico had an earthquake with a magnitude of 7.9 or greater it could affect 
the east coast of the United States.  She said that her and Mr. Justice was on the 
tsunami alert list and noted Puerto Rico was experiencing earthquakes weekly of 
a magnitude of 4.0 to 5.0 range.  She said if Puerto Rico had an earthquake of a 
magnitude of 7.9 there would be approximately a four hour warning time.  She 
said the evacuation area for Indian River County would be issued for persons in 
the ocean and on the beaches and possibly 300 feet inland. 
 
 Ms. LoPresti stated the most significant tsunami threat to the east coast of 
the United States was an earthquake of a magnitude of 7.9 or greater in 
Portugal.  She indicated the approximate travel time would be eight hours and 
the ocean water may reach the dune line and some areas on Highway AIA. 
 
 Ms. LoPresti announced IRC was a storm ready community and explained 
since the year 1999; the County has met the national requirements to be storm 
ready.  She stated since the County had most of the items in place to be storm 
ready, it was a very easy process to become tsunami ready and part of those 
requirements included a 24 hour warning point, emergency operations center, 
having multiple ways to receive tsunami warnings and a way to alert the public, 
the ability to promote public readiness, develop a formal tsunami plan and 
participate in emergency exercises.  She said the benefits of IRC being tsunami 
ready strengthens the local operations through annual exercises, also provides 
image incentive which shows IRC cares about its residents and was prepared in 
the event of an emergency. She added another benefit was the National Flood 
Insurance Program's (NIFP) Community rating systems which could help lower 
homeowner insurance for residents. 
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 Ms. LoPresti stated there were no costs involved for the County to become 
tsunami ready except for staff time and indicated the signage was provided 
through a grant to the National Weather Service.  She pointed out 28 tsunami 
hazard zone signs were placed at Indian River County Public beach access 
locations and 23 tsunami evacuation route signs were placed jointly with the 
hurricane evacuation route signs.  
 
 Ms. LoPresti was proud to announce Indian River County was the first 
County in the State of Florida to be named Tsunami Ready. 
 
Updates from the Coastal Engineering Division – Mr. James Gray, IRC 
Coastal Engineer 
 
 Mr. James Gray, IRC Coastal Engineer, updated on the following: 
 
 Coastal Division Request for Qualifications (RFQ) 
 

 The County advertised the RFQ for Continuing Coastal Engineering and 
Environmental Services on August 15, 2012 for services including: 
 

 Design 
 Permitting 
 Coastal numerical hydrodynamic and morphological modeling and 

analysis 
 Annual permit requiring monitoring for the recently completed Sector 

3 Beach Restoration Project 
 Environmental monitoring as identified in the County’s Habitat 

Conservation Plan for the protection of sea turtles 
 Updates to the County’s Beach Preservation Plan and the County’s 

Habitat Conservation Plan for the protection of sea turtles. 
 

 Anticipated RFQ Schedule: 
 
Advertise for Statement of Qualifications August 15, 2012 
Deadline for submitting questions on scope of work September 14, 2012 
Submission Deadline October 3, 2012, 2:00 p.m. 
Consultant Selection Review Committee meets October 15, 2012 
Consultant Interviews October 24, 2012 
Anticipated Board Approval of Selected Consultants November 13, 2012 
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 Federal Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) draft rule 

changes to Chapter 62B-33 (Coastal Construction Control Line 
Permitting) and Chapter 62B-36 (Beach Funding Assistance Program) 

 
 Mr. Gray stated the FDEP was in the process of modifying several of their 
chapters pertaining to coastal construction control line permitting and beach 
funding assistance.  He indicated the FDEP was redefining the Coastal 
Construction Control Line (CCCL) definitions on beach-dune vegetation, beach 
quality sand, and beach access. He indicated on the major changes proposed 
was defining beach quality sand that maintains the general appearance and the 
engineering and ecological functions of the native sand occurring on the beach 
and in the adjacent dune and coastal system.  A discussion followed on beach 
quality sand requirements. 
 
 FDEP Funding Assistance Program Changes 
 
 Mr. Gray indicated the redistribution of ranking points awarded for specific 
phases of funding for beach projects included: feasibility design construction and 
post construction monitoring.  He added the proposed rule changes intent was to 
provide a more transparent idea on how FDEP award points to projects. 
 
 Mr. Gray stated the County submitted a funding request to FDEP in the 
amount of $6,525,000 for the reimbursement of funds for the design, construction 
and monitoring of the Sector 3 Beach project.   
 
 A discussion followed and it was recommended members contact the local 
legislators regarding the cost share reimbursement for the Sector 3 Beach 
Project.  The members asked if Mr. Gray could provide a talking points fact sheet 
for reference. 
 
Update from the Sebastian Inlet Taxing District Commission (The District) 
 
 Mr. Gray mentioned Mr. Marty Smithson, The District, apologized he was 
unable to make the Beach meeting due to a prior commitment.   
 
 Mr. Gray handed out to the members a copy of the Applied Technology 
and Management Memorandum summarizing the 2012 Dredging (Phase 1) 
Project Schedule, a copy of which is on file in the Commission Office. 
 



 
BEACH/Approved 5 September 17, 2012 
F:\BCC\All Committees\BEACH\Agendas & Minutes\2012\Min 09-17-12.doc 
 
 

  Mr. Gray indicated the 2012 Dredging efforts had been completed and the 
contractor Dickerson Florida was able to dredge approximately 141,500 cubic 
yards of sand from the sand trap and navigation channels within the inlet.  He 
added out of the 141,500 cubic yards of sand approximately 120,000 cubic yards 
of sand was placed directly on the beach with 20,000 cubic yards of sand was 
placed within their dredge management area.  He said 10,000 cubic yards of the 
20,000 cubic yards of remaining beach compatible sand would be placed on the 
Sectors 1 & 2 beach area. 
 
Status of County Parks 
  
 There was none. 
 
Committee Members Matters  
  
 There was none. 
 
Chairman Matters 
 
 Chairman Barney reiterated if Mr. Gray could provide some talking points 
for the Sector 3 Beach cost share reimbursement and suggested reaching out to 
some of the Barrier Island communities asking them to contact the State 
Legislators. 
 
Other Matters  
 
 Councilmember Troxell announced he had chosen not to run for re-
election to the Orchid Island Town Council.  He said today’s meeting would be 
his last meeting and enjoyed his time serving on the BSPC. 
 
Adjournment 
 
 There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:55 p.m. 


