
BEACH/Approved  March 21, 2016 
C:\Users\sjohnson\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Outlook\CHMB0WEH\Minutes 
03212016.docx 1 

BEACH & SHORE PRESERVATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
The Indian River County (IRC) Beach and Shore Preservation Advisory Committee (Beach) 
met at 3:00 p.m. on Monday, March 21, 2016, in the County Administration Building, Building 
B, 1800 27th Street, Vero Beach, Florida. You may hear an audio of the meeting; review the 
agenda and the minutes on the IRC website: www.ircgov.com/Boards/BSPC/2015.   
 
Present were:  
Mike Ochsner, Chairman, Town of Indian River Shores Appointee Councilman  
Mark Tripson, BCC Appointee  
Bob Anderson, BCC Appointee 
David Barney, BCC Appointee 
William Ferrell, Board of County Commission Appointee  
Richard Gillmor, City of Sebastian Appointee  
Christian Hendricks, BCC Appointee 
Randy Old, City of Vero Beach Appointee, Alternate 
Francisco San Miguel, BCC Appointees 
Howard Thrailkill, Town of Orchid Appointee  
Joel Tyson, City of Fellsmere Appointee   
Commissioner Tim Zorc, Board of County Commissioners, non-voting member 
 
IRC staff present were:  
James Gray, Coastal Engineer  
Kendra Cope, Environmental Specialist 
Lisa Hill, Commissioner Assistant, Transcribing Secretary 
 
Others present were:  
None 
 
Call to Order  
 
Chairman Ochsner called the meeting to order at 3:01 p.m.  
 
Approval of Minutes from February 22, 2016  
  

ON MOTION BY Mr. Tripson, SECONDED BY Mr. Tyson, the members 
voted unanimously (12-0) to approve the minutes of February 22, 2016 as 
presented. 
 

 
Coastal Engineering Division Updates - James Gray, IRC Coastal Engineer 
 
Mr. Gray handed out a printed copy of his report, which is on file in the Commission office. 
The Committee was briefed on the following items: 

 
A. Update on 2016 Sea Turtle Season 

 
Kendra Cope, Environmental Specialist, advised that there have been three turtle nests so 
far in the 2016 season. She presented an overview of the lighting ordinance for the area 
which is in effect starting March 1 running through the end of the turtle nesting season. The 
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light ordinance includes restrictions on the use of flashlights and other lights on the beach, 
other than red, and lighting along the beachfronts from businesses and residential units. Ms. 
Cope also stated that there have been 22 stranded sea turtles in 2016 as of the meeting 
date with one being an 800 pound loggerhead, three killed by boat strikes and one caught 
in fishing line. She reiterated the need for public education and outreach to remind people 
that there are juvenile turtles that go throughout the waterways. 
 
B. Update on 2016 Lionfish Tournament and Festival 

 
Kendra Cope updated the Committee on the upcoming Lionfish Tournament which is 
scheduled for Saturday, May 14, 2016. Ms. Cope stated that they are still taking 
sponsorships and that $12,000 in total funds are estimated to be needed to make the 
project successful, with approximately $9,000 between sponsorships and grants have been 
received. She stated that the website is up and includes information on sponsorship, 
volunteering and signing up fishing teams. The event includes a fishing tournament, 
restaurant cook-off competition and educational opportunities to learn about the effect of 
Lionfish on the native fish population and the environment. Ms. Cope added that NOAA has 
set up some information the impacts of lionfish on the native fish population and their effects 
on the ecosystem. She advised that Portfolio magazine had allowed additional space in the 
most recent publication to provide information the lionfish as well as sea turtles and that the 
Sebastian Chamber of Commerce provided an opportunity to speak about the sea turtles 
and lionfish on their program on Buzz TV.  
 
C. Community Dune Planting Event, James Gray, IRC Coastal Engineer 
 
James Gray gave a brief presentation on the dune planting of sea oats at Treasure Shores 
and Tracking Station Public Beach Parks that occurred on March 19, 2016. 
 
D. Sector 5 Beach Restoration Design and Permitting, James Gray, IRC Coastal 

Engineer 
 
Mr. Gray updated the Committee on the draft Sector 5 (City of Vero Beach, JC Park to 
South Beach) Beach Restoration Design and Permitting proposal. Mr. Gray advised that 
there was a project that was to be in partnership with the United States Army Corps of 
Engineers, which has subsequently been abandoned due to the costs. However, the County 
requested and received a Sector 5 Beach Restoration Project cost proposal from its coastal 
engineering consultant, CB&I Coastal Planning and Engineering, Inc.(CB&I) for the design 
and permitting phase which includes identifying the project alternatives for sand erosion 
through conducting a feasibility and preliminary project alternatives analysis, consultation 
with permitting agencies (FDEP and USACOE); developing a National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA Environmental Assessment; submittal of Joint Coastal Permit Application, and 
permit meetings and responses to agency Requests for Additional Information. The total 
cost of the proposal is $140,000 to $147,000 and will hopefully be completed in 12 to 18 
months from County issued not-to-proceed. Mr. Gray stated that he intends to present the 
CB&I cost proposal to the Indian River County Commissioners for their approval on April 12, 
2016.  
 
Mr. Ochsner asked how this project proposal compares to the improvements made within 
Sector 3. Mr. Gray advised that the overall process is similar, but there may be differences 
dependent upon if the County has to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
versus and Environmental Assessment (EA).  An EIS as prepared for the Sector 3 project, 
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adds significant permitting time and consultant fees.  He advised that the cost is slightly less 
than the costs for Sector 3 as we assume an EA will be acceptable to the regulatory 
agencies. Mr. Gray added that the volume of sand needed is small enough to proceed with 
the use of upland sources. 
 
In response to a question from Mr. Hendricks, Mr. Gray stated that they are hoping to avoid 
any impacts to the reef and if the modelling determines that there will be any impacts, the 
scope will be scaled back to reduce the amount for the impacts.  
 

ON MOTION BY Mr. Ferrell, SECONDED BY Mr. Tyson, the members voted 
unanimously (12-0) to approve the proposal to accomplish infrastructure 
restoration of the beaches in Sector 5. 

 
E. State Funding for 2016, James Gray, IRC Coastal Engineer 
 
Mr. Gray briefed the Committee on the basis of funding for the projects under Amendment 
1. He advised that $32 million is earmarked for statewide beach projects with $900,000 
going to future reef mitigation projects. He added that mitigation is required for Sector 3 
funding. The Committee then discussed when it would be known if there was a need for reef 
mitigation. Mr. Gray advised that final analysis is expected in the summer of 2016. He 
stated that if monitoring revealed that the Sector 3 projects did not impact nearshore reef 
habitat, the County can request a waiver to the State relieving the County of permit required 
reef mitigation.  At this time, the FY 2016/17 State funds can only be used towards a reef 
mitigation project.  

 
Update from the Sebastian Inlet District Commission (the District) 
 
Mr. Smithson advised that he has been working with the State Park on signage for the jetty 
and a video camera for security purposes. He stated that FWC provides enforcement, but 
they are also doing boating inspection which makes enforcement more difficult. Mr. Smithson 
noted that they have started a fishing report. He stated they are trying to enforce the no more 
than two (2) fishing pole rule at the inlet pier as some people take up a large section of the 
pier with 10 or more poles at a time. Mr. Smithson also advised that the Florida Institute of 
Technology are doing research in the area on fish carcasses which are left in a cooler and 
some people are confiscating the fish for soup and other purposes. He reported that the inlet 
has been open. 
 
Status of County Beach Parks 
 
Mr. Gray reported that all county beach parks were open and operational. He explained that 
some of the high winds and tides have caused minor beach erosion but believes it not to be 
a major concern at this time.  
 
Committee Members Matters 
 
There were no Committee Member Matters. 
 
Commissioner’s Matters 
 
In relation to the Lidar presentation, Commissioner Zorc updated the Committee on the State 
approval of the use of Lidar. He stated that the legislature had put in $1.5 million for a project, 
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but that Governor Scot had removed the funding. Commissioner Zorc added that it may still 
be a viable project if Indian River County can partner with the other Counties, such as 
Brevard, to complete the pilot project. 
 
Chairman’s Matters 
 
There were none. 
 
Public Discussion Items 
 
There were none. 
 
Adjournment  

 
There being no further business, Chairman Ochsner adjourned the meeting at approximately 
3:53 p.m. 
 
The next meeting of the Beach and Shore Preservation Advisory Committee is scheduled for 
April 18, 2016 at 3:00 p.m., in Building B, Conference Room B1-501. 


