
 

F:\BCC\All Committees\BEACH\2018\October 15 2018\October 15 2018 Minutes Approved.docx 1 

BEACH & SHORE PRESERVATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
The Indian River County (IRC) Beach and Shore Preservation Advisory Committee (Beach) met 
at 3:00 p.m. on Monday, October 15, 2018, in the County Administration Building, Building B, 
1800 27th Street, Vero Beach, Florida. You may hear an audio of the meeting; review the 
agenda and the minutes on the IRC website: www.ircgov.com/Boards/BSPC/2018.   
 
Members Present were:  
Mike Ochsner, Chairman, Town of Indian River Shores Appointee Councilman  
Bob Anderson, Vice-Chairman, BCC Appointee 
David Barney, BCC Appointee 
William “Tuck” Ferrell, BCC Appointee  
Christian Hendricks, BCC Appointee 
Inocensia Hernandez, City of Fellsmere Appointee  
Linda Kinchen, City of Sebastian Appointee  
Mark Tripson, BCC Appointee  
Commissioner Joseph Flescher, Board of County Commissioners, non-voting member 
 
Members Absent: 
Francisco San Miguel, BCC Appointees 
Lange Sykes, City of Vero Beach Appointee 
Howard Thrailkill, Town of Orchid Appointee  
 
IRC staff present:  
Mike Zito, Assistant County Administrator 
James Gray, Natural Resources Manager 
Kendra Cope, Environmental Specialist 
Lisa Hill, Commissioner Assistant, Recording Secretary 
 
Others Present:  
Tem Fontaine, Coastal Tech 
 
Call to Order  
 
Chairman Ochsner called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. Mr. Ochsner noted that a quorum was 
reached. 
 
Approval of Minutes from August 20, 2018  

 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Hendricks, SECONDED BY Ms. Kinchen, the members 
voted unanimously (8-0) to approve the Minutes of August 20, 2018, as 
presented.  
 

Coastal Engineering Division Updates 
 
A. Turtle Season Updates – Kendra Cope 

Ms. Cope reviewed the turtle nesting numbers as of October 15, 2018, as follows: 
 
Loggerhead – 5,753 
Leatherback – 46 
Green -- 235 

 
Ms. Cope noted that there is a meeting of the Archie Carr Working Group that is open to 
the public on Wednesday, October 17, 2018, that will go in depth into sea turtles. She also 
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noted that the International Sea Turtle Symposium will be held in Charleston, South 
Carolina, February 2 through 8, 2019. She explained that this was a very scientific and 
technical event that County staff is participating in by putting on a workshop on grant 
writing and getting assistance for educational programs. 
 

B. Oyster Reef Program – Kendra Cope 
 
Ms. Cope thanked the volunteers who assisted with dismantling the existing mats for 
oyster bags. She noted that the grant had been received from the State for the Indian 
River Lagoon National Estuaries Program to start a Shuck-N-Share program for Indian 
River County. She noted that additional times for continuing the repurposing of the mats 
to oyster bags will be upcoming. 
 

C. Beach Project Updates – James Gray 
 
1. Mr. Gray announced that as of today there is a suspicion of Red Tide along the beach 

in Indian River County. Background information on Red Tide was provided and Mr. 
Gray explained that it affects people and animals in different ways, such as causing 
respiratory issues. He noted that dead fish have washed up on the beach, especially 
in Vero Beach. Mr. Gray advised that updated information will be placed on the 
County's website and that once the Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission has 
completed the review of the water samples, information will be added.  
 
Mr. Zito advised that the effects are not at the same level experienced along the Gulf 
Coast and that the situation will continue to be monitored. Currently, the beach parks 
are open, but with noted precautions.  
 
The members discussed the requirements of notification and whether there was a 
certain level of toxins that requires the shutdown of beaches. Mr. Gray stated that the 
level is about 100,000 cells per liter. Mr. Gray noted that the County is aware that there 
is a Governor's Order related to Red Tide that has moved all the way to St. Lucie 
County, but has not yet moved to Indian River. He added that they will keep apprised 
of the situation and provide information as it becomes available. 
 

2. Mr. Gray submitted an update report which is on file in the Board of County 
Commission Office. 

 
a. Sector 5 - Mr. Gray updated the Sector 5 beach project (Sea Watch south to 

Riomar Beach Access). He stated that on October 3, 2018, the County received 
Notice of Completion of the Department of Environmental Protection which means 
they deemed the permitting process was complete and will be moving forward on 
schedule. He added that the County will work with the City of Vero Beach to obtain 
temporary construction easements for the project after surveys are performed to 
establish the erosion control line. The existing erosion control line may change due 
to recent legislation on customary law requirements. 
 

b. Sector 3 – Mr. Gray stated that there was good news about Sector 3 monitoring 
from the 2010 project. He announced that it was determined by the State that there 
had been no measureable impacts to the reef, therefore the funding set aside for 
reef restoration ($900,000) could be repurposed to move forward with the Sector 
3 construction in 2020/21. The success of the project was noted as due to the 
successful engineering of the beach project. 
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Members discussed combining the three projects (Sector 3, Sector 5 and Sector 
7) and whether it would allow for a more reasonable rate for the sand required. Mr. 
Gray stated that there would be some savings on combining the projects for such 
a purpose, but it would not allow for the federal and state grant funds to be used 
as the projects need to remain separate in order to get help from hurricane 
recovery funds. The members further discussed the resources available for the 
sand to be brought into the County. Mr. Gray reminded them of the sand wars 
which had occurred a couple of years ago as sand is non-renewable and sources 
are hard to obtain. It was further discussed that there needs to be additional 
investigation on obtaining Bahamian sand, which is more compatible with the 
native sand of this area. 
 
Mr. Ferrell noted that it is important on an environmental as well as an 
economic/tourism basis to support the health of the beaches. 

 
c. Sector 7 – Tem Fontaine of Coastal Tech stated that they are working on 

preliminary designs for Sector 7 which will hopefully be completed by the end of 
the year. Additionally, Coastal Tech is helping with identifying reliable resources 
for sand from local sand mines that are compatible with the current sand through 
a RFQ process. 

 
3. Customary Use Legislation Update -  

 
Mr. Gray reviewed the enactment of State legislation regarding customary use which 
prompted the recent action taken by the Board of County Commissioners to establish 
customary use within Sector 3 near Wabasso Beach Park. He stated that the 
information provided at the Board of County Commission meeting included 
photographs from the 1920's, testimony and other materials established the area as a 
public use area under customary use. The County will be moving forward to the next 
stage which will be in Court. Mr. Gray advised that it will be necessary for the public to 
continue providing background material at the court proceedings. He noted that the 
Court case will likely be after the first of the year (2019). 
 

Update from the Sebastian Inlet District Commission (the District) 
 

Mr. Gray stated that he had received an email from Mr. Smithson on the status of the Sebastian 
Inlet. Mr. Smithson advised that the District is soliciting bids to dredge approximately 150,000 cy 
from the sand trap and channel and place 30,000 cy in the DMMA and 120,000 cy on the beach 
between the inlet and the Ambersands Park area. It was noted that this was the second attempt 
to get a dredge contractor, as it was revealed that the contractors have significant work when the 
bid was originally let. A second attempt is scheduled for Wednesday, October 24, 2018 and there 
have been over 10 bid packages requested. Mr. Ochsner questioned whether the County could 
work with the Inlet District on the various projects.  

 
Committee Members Matters 
 
No Committee Member Matters were noted. 
 
Status of County Beaches – James Gray 
 
It was noted earlier in the meeting that the beach parks were open, but there were advisories not 
to go into the water as there was suspected Red Tide.  
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Commissioner’s Matters 
 
Commissioner Flescher thanked everyone for providing materials and testimony to support the 
use of the area near Wabasso Beach Park by the public to establish customary use at the recent 
Board of County Commission meeting. He stated that additional appearances will be necessary 
as the case moves to the Court system. 
 
Chairman’s Matters 
 
Mr. Ochsner and the members discussed the announcement by James Gray that he will be 
leaving employment with the County in December, 2018, to move to the Sebastian Inlet District. 
All members thanked Mr. Gray for his dedicated and superior service to the residents of Indian 
River County and the great effort he has made to protect and preserve the beaches. It was noted 
that Mr. Gray would be joining the Beach and Shores meetings in the future as the representative 
for the Sebastian Inlet District. 
 
Public Discussion Items 
 
There were no further public discussion items. 
 
Adjournment  

 
There being no further business, Chairman Ochsner adjourned the meeting at approximately 4:01 
p.m. 
 
The next meeting of the Beach and Shore Preservation Advisory Committee is scheduled for 
November 19, 2018, at 3:00 p.m., in Building B, Conference Room B1-501, and 1801 27th Street, 
Vero Beach, FL. 


