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BEACH & SHORE PRESERVATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
The Indian River County (IRC) Beach and Shore Preservation Advisory Committee (BSPAC) met at 
3:00 PM on Monday, November 18, 2019, in the County Administration Building, Building B, Conf 
Room B1-501, 1800 27th St, Vero Beach, FL.  You may hear meeting audio and review the agenda and 
minutes on the IRC website: www.ircgov.com/Boards/BSPC/2019.   
 
Members present  
Christian Hendricks, Chairman, BCC Appointee 
Bob Anderson, Vice Chairman, BCC Appointee  
David Barney, BCC Appointee 
Robbie Brackett, City of Vero Beach Appointee 
Sam Carroll, Town of Indian River Shores Appointee  
Ed Dodd (for Linda Kinchen), City of Sebastian Appointee  
William “Tuck” Ferrell, BCC Appointee  
Paul Knapp, Town of Orchid Appointee  
Mark Tripson, BCC Appointee  
Commissioner Joseph Flescher, Board of County Commissioners (non-voting member) 
 
Members absent 
Francisco San Miguel, BCC Appointee 
Inocensia Hernandez, City of Fellsmere Appointee  
 
IRC staff present  
Rich Szpyrka, Director, IRC Public Works  
Quintin Bergman, IRC Environmental Specialist 
Kevin Kirwin, Director, IRC Parks and Recreation 
Ed Offutt, Commissioner Assistant, Recording Secretary 
 
Others present 
James Gray, Sebastian Inlet District 

________________________________________________ 
 
Call to Order  
 
(3:00 PM)  Chairman Hendricks called the meeting to order and noted that a quorum was reached. 
 
Approval of Minutes from October 21, 2019  

 
(3:00 PM) ON MOTION BY Mr. Barney, SECONDED BY Mr. Anderson, the members 
voted unanimously (9-0) to approve the minutes of October 21, 2019, as presented.   
 

Approval of Calendar Year 2020 BSPAC Meeting Dates  
 
(3:00 PM) ON MOTION BY Mr. Anderson, SECONDED BY Mr. Barney, the members 
voted unanimously (9-0) to approve the proposed calendar year 2020 BSPAC 
meeting dates.  (See Attachment 1 for the specific dates.)     

 
Coastal Division Updates  
 

A. Beach Preservation Plan (BPP) Update 2019 – Mr. Szpyrka  
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(3:01 PM)  Mr. Szpyrka first noted that Ms. Kendra Cope would be leaving her position as the IRC Natural 
Resources Manager.  He then advised that the BPP is currently being reviewed by staff.   
(See Attachment 2 for a summary of Mr. Szpyrka’s report.)   
 

B. Hurricane Dorian Response – Mr. Szpyrka 
 
(3:01 PM)  Mr. Szpyrka disclosed that IRC had been deemed eligible for Hurricane Dorian damage 
reimbursement.  (See Attachment 2 for a summary of Mr. Szpyrka’s report.)   
 

C. IRC Beach Restoration Project Updates – Mr. Szpyrka 
 
(3:01 PM)  Mr. Szpyrka then moved briskly through updates on Sectors, 5, 3, and 7.  (See Attachment 2 
for a summary of Mr. Szpyrka’s report.)  While he spoke, Mr. Carroll inquired about beach erosion in 
Sector 4, but Mr. Szpyrka stated that the county would need to keep its focus on Sectors 5, 3, and 7 at 
the moment.  Mr. Barney wondered whether any consideration had been given to suspending Sector 5 
sand placements until the current (as of November 18th) low pressure system had moved away and 
reduced the heavy wave action along the shoreline; Mr. Szpyrka replied that he liked the idea and would 
talk to the contractor, but he also feared a loss of momentum if the contractor were to stand down, even 
for a short period.  The idea of only working higher on the beach for the time being, away from the wave 
action, was also broached.  An audience member asked about the expected completion date for Sector 
5, and Mr. Szpyrka advised that the county is working toward March 31, 2020, to avoid turtle season, and 
that the contractor was considering expanding to seven-day-a-week operations to ensure completion. 
 

D. Sea Turtle Nesting Update – Mr. Bergman 
 
(3:10 PM)  Mr. Bergman announced that turtle nesting season is over, although some green turtles 
continue to nest.  He mentioned that the IRC staff is working to improve the county’s turtle nesting 
database.  (See Attachment 2 for a summary of Mr. Bergman’s report.)  Mr. Tripson inquired as to why 
so few leatherback turtles nest in IRC, and Mr. Bergman replied that they seem to prefer spots further 
south, especially in the vicinity of Juno Beach.  There was also some discussion about research proving 
that sea turtle gender is determined by incubation temperatures: the warmer the weather, the more likely 
a hatchling will be female.     
 

E. Other Updates – Mr. Szpyrka 
 
(3:13 PM)  Mr. Szpyrka reviewed upcoming volunteer opportunities, in particular the repurposing of oyster 
mats.  Mr. Barney asked if it might be possible to move this and similar events to the weekends to improve 
volunteer turnout, and Mr. Szpyrka said he would look into that possibility. 
 
Status of County Beach Parks – Mr. Kirwin 
 
(3:15 PM)  Mr. Kirwin informed the committee about the re-roofing projects at Wabasso Beach Park, 
adding that the restrooms would remain open during the process.  He also commented that he’d 
inspected county restrooms with the cleaning contractor and found some areas for improvement, which 
the contractor promised to address.  Mr. Barney asked for a new flag at Wabasso, and Mr. Kirwin replied 
that it would be up by the following day. 
 
Update from the Sebastian Inlet District (SID) Commission – Mr. Gray 

 
(3:17 PM)  Mr. Gray discussed a developing topic in oceanography that associates the amount of sea 
level rise in a coastal area with the Gulf Stream’s distance from the shoreline, a relationship which may 
prove to be useful in predicting beach erosion, given enough data.  He also mentioned that the SID is 
looking to increase the amount of monitoring they do in the vicinity of the sand traps; presently, there is 
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one Acoustic Doppler Current Profiler (ADCP) near the north jetty, but the SID seeks to place another 
ADCP in the mouth of the inlet so they can better judge the frequency at which dredging will be required 
in the future.  Mr. Gray also mentioned a series of educational lectures taking place on a monthly basis 
through April of 2020.  (See Attachment 3 for a summary of the lecture series.)  Finally, he revealed that 
Hurricane Dorian had caused some damage to the structure supporting the SID’s web camera, but that 
the damage had been repaired and the camera was now operational again; there is a plan to move its 
location to improve the viewing angle. 
 
(3:21 PM)  An audience member inquired as to where the “State of the Inlet” document would be made 
available, and Mr. Gray replied that it would be posted on the SID website, likely that week.  Mr. Barney 
followed with a question about where the SID’s data for the Florida Institute of Technology was taken 
from, and Mr. Gray replied that data was recorded over about 30,000 feet both north and south of the 
inlet (60,000 total feet of shoreline).  The BSPAC members then entered into a lengthy exchange with 
Mr. Gray regarding Gulf Stream predictive information, how the Gulf Stream effect varied, how it can be 
used to predict sea level rise, and other contributing factors to beach erosion and sea levels.  Mr. Tripson 
asked whether one can “see” the Gulf Stream move in relation to the shoreline, and Mr. Gray replied that 
its location can be tracked using offshore buoys.  In wrapping up, Mr. Hendricks asserted that the SID 
was spending a lot of money to study shoreline erosion, and their efforts were much appreciated. 
 
Commissioner’s Matters – Commissioner Flescher 
 
(3:33 PM)  Commissioner Flescher had no inputs. 
   
Committee Members Matters 
 
(3:34 PM)  There were no committee member matters. 
 
Chairman’s Matters 
 
(3:34 PM)  Chairman Hendricks had recently returned from China and relayed some interesting cultural 
tendencies of Tibetans, in particular how they gain an intense closeness with the sea’s living organisms. 
 
Public Discussion Items 
 
(3:35 PM)  There were no public discussion items. 
 
Adjournment  

 
(3:35 PM)  With no further business, Chairman Hendricks adjourned the meeting. 

________________________________________________ 
 
The next meeting of the BSPAC is scheduled for December 16, 2019, at 3:00 PM, in Building B, 
Conference Room B1-501, at 1800 27th Street, Vero Beach, FL. 

________________________________________________ 
 
Attachments 
 
Attachment 1 – Proposed calendar year 2020 BSPAC meeting dates (E. Offutt) 
 
Attachment 2 -- Coastal Division’s Beach and Shore Preservation Advisory Committee update  

notes, November 18, 2019 (R. Szpyrka) 
 
Attachment 3 – Sebastian Inlet District Educational Lecture Series flyer (J. Gray) 


