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 METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 
CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 
  

A meeting of the Indian River County (IRC) Metropolitan Planning 
Organization Citizens Advisory Committee (MPOCAC) was held at 2:00 
p.m. on Tuesday, May 4, 2010, in Conference Room B1-501, County 
Administration Building “B”, 1800 27th Street, Vero Beach, Florida. 
 
 You may hear an audio of the meeting; review the meeting agenda, 
backup material and the minutes on the Indian River County website 
http://www.ircgov.com/Boards/CAC/2010. 
 

Present were members: Chairman Juliana Young, Vice Chairman 
Robert Johnson, Walter Wright, and Chuck Mechling, BCC Appointees; 
Charles Vogt and Herb Whittall, City of Vero Beach Appointees; Deryl 
Seemayer, City of Sebastian Appointee; William Lundy Parden, 
Transportation Disadvantaged Appointee; Clarence Korker, City of 
Fellsmere Appointee; and John Warner, Town of Indian River Shores 
Appointee. 
  

Absent was: Dave DeVirgilio, City of Sebastian Appointee; Freddie 
Wolfork, Minority Appointee; and Michael Durwin, School Board 
Appointee.  Note:  there is a vacancy for a BCC appointee.  

 
 Also present was IRC staff:  Phil Matson, MPO Staff Director; Brian 
Freeman, MPO Planner; and Maria Resto, Commissioner Assistant, 
District 2.   
 
Call to Order  
 
 Chairman Young called the meeting to order at 2:02 p.m., at which 
time it was determined a quorum was present. 
 
Approval of Minutes of March 2, 2010 Joint MPOCAC and MPOTAC 
Committee Meeting 
 

ON MOTION BY Mr. Mechling, SECONDED BY 
Mr. Wright, the members voted unanimously 
(10-0) to approve the minutes of March 2, 2010 
as submitted. 
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Announcement of 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan- Public 
Workshops – No Action Required 
 

Mr. Matson introduced Mr. Brian Freeman, MPO Planner, who 
provided a handout of the upcoming Transportation Plan Public 
workshops. He explained that to help prioritize critical transportation needs 
the county was having a total of five workshops with two workshops 
scheduled for the Gifford area, one for the central south county area, one 
for the north county area, and one for the City of Vero Beach. Mr. Freeman 
added the workshops were scheduled for the evening of May 24, 2010 and 
all during the day on May 25, 2010. Chairman Young pointed out the 
address provided in the handout for the Gifford Youth Activity Center was 
incorrect and it should be 4855.  The workshops were scheduled for the 
following dates/times:  

 Monday, May 24, 2010  
o 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.at the Gifford Community Center  

 Tuesday, May 25, 2010  
o 9:45 a.m.-10:15 a.m.at the Gifford Youth Activity Center 

from  
o 10:45 a.m.-12:00 p.m. at the County Administration 

Building B  
o 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m. at the North Indian River County 

Library  
o 4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.at the Riverhouse  

 

Mr. Freeman provided a brief review on the updated MPO website 
(irmpo.com) and the MPO Long Range Planning website 
(greenirc2035.org). He said both websites are a great resource for finding 
information and highlighted the interactive map included on the MPO 
website and the survey included on the Long Range Planning websites.  
 
Consideration of Fiscal Year 2010/11-2011/12 Unified Planning Work 
Program – Action Required 
 
 Mr. Matson provided a summary on the purpose of the Unified 
Planning Work Program (UPWP). He explained the UPWP was the MPO’s 
planning budget and description of upcoming planning activities.  He asked 
the members to carefully review the document and provide 
corrections/suggestions as needed. Mr. Matson added the UPWP was 
required by state and federal regulations.   
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 Mr. Matson explained the funding sources and the MPO’s funding 
changes. He highlighted the accomplishments from the last UPWP which 
included: TDP Major and Minor Updates; Safe Routes to School Study; 
Comp Plan EAR and Amendments; Transit Shelters; New Bus Routes 
(Outlet Mall/Ft. Pierce/Brevard/Fellsmere); Triennial Review of Transit 
program; SAFETEA-LU compliance; and the Long Range Transportation 
Plan.  The plans for the next two years included: finalizing the LRTP; South 
County Greenways Plan; Bike/Ped Plan Update; Congestion Management 
Process Update; Corridor Studies; Regional LRTP Development; Planning 
Assistance for Transit Infrastructure. They divided their tasks into four 
areas:  

- Program Administration- public involvement, outreach 
activities; 

- Data Collection and Surveillance Tasks- traffic counts, 
multimodal counts; 

- Systems Planning Tasks- congestion management process, 
TDP minor updates; 

- Project Planning- regional LRTP, south county greenway; 
bike/ped plan, corridor studies. 

  
 Mr. Matson announced staff was recommending that the CAC 
review the information presented, suggest any necessary task revisions 
and/or additions and recommend that the MPO approve the UPWP.   
 
 Mr. Johnson suggested including more information on air quality 
(e.g. considering getting different engines for the buses) and to emphasize 
the need for widening the IRC portion of I-95.   
 
 Mr. Matson responded the funding for widening the Indian River 
County portion of I-95 was delayed to 2016 during the last revenue 
conference.  
 
 Discussion ensued regarding the widening I-95 and alternative for 
cutting down pollution.  
 
  Chairman Young referred to pages 58-59 pointing out the “carry-
over” funds and asked whether there were certain categories that MPO 
traditionally did not use.   
 
 Mr. Matson answered the categories were typically used for studies. 
He said they were sort of “place holders” and may or may not use them 
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depending on the Board’s interest and the MPO’s capacity to handle the 
studies.   

 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Mechling, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Warner, the members voted unanimously (10-0) to 
approve the 2011/2012 Unified Planning Work 
Program.  

 
Other Business 
 
  
Presentation Traffic Signal Synchronization Project 
 

Mr. Matson introduced Mr. Michael Love, IRC Traffic Engineer, who 
provided a brief explanation on the IRC traffic signals system. Mr. Love 
then turned the presentation to Mr. David Kaplan, GBF Engineering, who 
provided a PowerPoint presentation, a copy of which is on file in the 
Commission Office. He explained the project included the installation of 
fiber optic cables and new traffic cameras at various intersections.  The 
new traffic signals on mast arms will be constructed at the following 
intersections: Highlands and U.S.1; 37th Street and Indian River Boulevard; 
and A1A at St. Edward’s School.  He noted the cameras were not “red light 
cameras” and went over the project plans and layout.   

 
Mr. Johnson asked whether the project was going to affect newly 

paved streets. Mr. Kaplan explained all work was going to be done off 
roads using right-of-ways or existing conduit.  

 
Discussion ensued regarding the installation of fiber optic and the 

use of County’s right of way. Mr. Matson suggested providing the latest 
right of way sheet so they could integrate it into the project.  
 
Horizon 2063 Regional Workshop 
 
 Mr. Matson said FDOT was trying to obtain public and partner input 
on the future of the transportation in Florida as part of the development of 
the 2060 Florida Transportation Plan. FDOT was holding a series of 
workshops around the state during June, 2010.  He said MPO staff could 
probably arrange transportation for any committee member interested in 
attending.  
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Status Report of Other MPO Advisory Committees 
 

Mr. Matson reviewed his memorandum dated April 26, 2010, 
included in the agenda packet and on file in the Commission Office.  
  
Comments from the Public 
 
 John Burns, South Beach Property Owners Association, provided a 
brief explanation of the association’s reaction to FDOT resurfacing of A1A. 
He said the project was generally well received by members, with the 
exception of the installation of the sidewalk along the east side of A1A from 
St. Edward’s Drive north to Coquina Lane. He stated the majority of the 
members felt the installation of a sidewalk was unnecessary and listed 
several reasons for their opposition.  
 

Mr. Matson clarified the sidewalk was not being installed as a 
recommendation from MPO. He explained it was State’s policy to install 
sidewalks anywhere there was populated area. He added the only reasons 
for not doing so included: the project being a substantial incursion of 
expenses for what is expected for this kind of right-of-way; and the right-of-
way having some kind of constraint (e.g. physical barrier, drop off).  

 
A lengthy discussion ensued regarding the installation of sidewalk 

on A1A (St. Edward’s Drive to Coquina Lane).  
 
Chairman Young said one of the priorities for the committee was to 

increase safety. She recommended the issue be brought to the MPO. Mr. 
Matson said he would get information for Mr. Burns and would make 
arrangements for them to present during the next MPO meeting.   

 
Mr. Johnson asked about the Amtrak/FEC Corridor project and train 

stop scheduled for May 1, 2010. Mr. Matson provided a brief report on the 
event and said it was well received. Mr. Johnson pointed out that with the 
train running from Jacksonville to Miami it could be sold by the time it 
reaches Vero Beach and suggested that a portion of tickets be reserved 
for Vero Beach.   
 
Adjournment  
 

Chairman Young adjourned the meeting at 3:19 p.m. 
 


