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CONSTRUCTION BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT AND APPEALS 
 
 
 There was a meeting of the Indian River County (IRC) Construction Board 
of Adjustment and Appeals (CBAA) on Tuesday, February 28, 2006, at 2:00 p.m. 
in the Commission Chambers of the County Administration Building, 1840 25th 
Street, Vero Beach, Florida. 
 

Present were members: Chairman Peter Robinson and Pete Clements, 
Division 1 Contractor Appointees; Dean Luethje, Engineer Appointee; Leon 
Walton, Electrical Contractor Appointee; Dave Meek, Plumbing Contractor 
Appointee; Mark Dean, Mechanical Contractor Appointee;  Reverend Hugh King 
and Gayle Lafferty, Member General Public Appointees.  
 

Absent was Anthony Donadio, Architect Appointee (excused). 
 

Also present were IRC staff: William DeBraal, Assistant Attorney; James 
Akins, Building Division Director; Betty Beatty-Hunter, Permit Specialist I; and 
Reta Smith, Assistant to the Executive Aide.  Others present: Henry Stephens, 
Press Journal.  
 
Call to Order 
 

Chairman Robinson called the meeting to order. 
 

Approval of Minutes of February 28, 2006 
 

ON MOTION BY Mr. Clements, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Dean, the members voted unanimously (8-0) to 
approve the meeting minutes from January 31, 2006 
as submitted. 
 

Item #3:  Aqua Dimensions Plumbing Service: 
 
 Mr. Akins stated Aqua Dimensions Plumbing Service had called him 
yesterday and requested his hearing be postponed until the meeting of May 30, 
2006, and Mr. Akins had agreed.  He explained it was an item he was bringing to 
the CBAA and Aqua Dimensions Plumbing Service would remain on probation 
until that date. 
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Item #4:  Hurley Builders & Developers, Inc. 
 
 Mr. Akins reported there were a number of complaints on Hurley Builders 
& Developers, Inc. (Hurley Builders) and a list with the current status of the 
permits was distributed to the CBAA members, a copy of which is on file in the 
Commission Office. 
 
 Mr. Robinson read a portion of a letter from Mr. Hurley stating there were 
people operating without his knowledge under his name and license number.  A 
copy of this letter is on file in the Commission Office. 
 
 Ms. Smith administered the oath to all wishing to speak on this case. 
 
 Mr. Ron Alexander, 255 53rd Circle, Vero Beach, felt a disservice had been 
done to the community.  He explained he paid a deposit of $4,944 at the signing 
of a contract on April 22, 2005 for a custom screen enclosure, and also provided 
a $5,019 payment when materials were delivered.  Mr. Alexander related the 
long list of problems he had with Hurley Construction, including the still 
unfinished screen enclosure. 
 
 Attorney Paul Amos, 3111 Cardinal Drive, Vero Beach, stated he was 
representing two clients who had engaged in services with Hurley Builders and 
had paid deposits, but no work had been started.  Attorney Amos related he 
represented the William and Betty Gatling family and the Heil family.  Attorney 
Amos reported his clients were asking for their deposits of $9,000+ and $4,000+ 
to be returned. 
 
 Mrs. Joellen Hafner, 517 E. Causeway Boulevard, Vero Beach, related she 
had begun the screening of her pool process in July, 2005 and had not had a 
good experience with Hurley Builders in getting the work done.   Mrs. Hafner was 
asked who sold the screening work to her and she responded it was a Mr. 
Richard A. Jimm.   
 
 Discussion was held regarding the correspondence Mrs. Hafner had 
received from Hurley Builders and the various addresses on that 
correspondence.  Copies of the letters are on file in the Commission Office. 
 
 Mr. Earl Clark, 405 Eugenia Road, Vero Beach, reported he had taken 
Hurley Builders to court two months ago, and under mediation Mr. Hurley was 
given 90 days to complete the job or return the $7,333 deposit Mr. Clark had 
given him.   Mr. Clark continued a week after the mediation he received a phone 
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call from Mr. Hurley’s office requesting information so they could submit a permit 
application. 
 
 Mr. Clark noted according to the 90 day mediation order, Mr. Hurley had 
until the end of March, 2006 to complete the work.  Mr. Clark had checked the 
addresses given by Hurley Builders and found they were not valid. 
 
 Chairman Robinson asked which addresses Mr. Clark had checked.  Mr. 
Clark responded they were 255 S.W. Monterey Road, Stuart, Florida, but when 
he went there no one was at that location. 
 
 Mr. Leo Agostino, 7641 133rd Square, Sebastian, related he gave his 
money to Hurley Builders in good faith and felt they had stolen the money from 
him. 
 
 Ms. Carole Saurino, 1760 Cedar Lane, Vero Beach, reported she had 
responded to an advertisement by Hurley Builders and signed a contract on June 
6, 2005 with Becky Hendricks, with an anticipated start date of 60 days.  She 
gave Ms. Hendricks a deposit of $4,553.  Ms. Saurino continued nothing had 
been done since June 6, 2005 so she had filed a complaint with the Department 
of Professional Business Regulation and the Sheriff’s Department, and had hired 
an attorney in hopes of getting the pool enclosure done.  She related to date, 
nothing had been done. 
 
 Mr. Charles Boorse, 7989 143rd Street, Sebastian, stated he had signed a 
contract with Tony Curiale, representing Hurley Builders, on June 6, 2005 to do 
work on his home in approximately eight weeks.  He reported the Sebastian 
address on the business card was crossed out and had the 255 S.W. Monterey 
Road, Stuart address written on it.  Mr. Boorse explained he had since hired 
another company to do the work and requested the deposit back from Hurley 
Builders. 
 
 Mr. Milton Reisen, 2510 55th Square, Vero Beach, requested the County 
not reinstate Hurley Builders’ license until all monies owed people were returned.  
He continued he had responded to an advertisement in the Press Journal for a 
screened enclosure on May 31, 2005, signed a contract and provided a 
$3,143.35 deposit.  Mr. Reisen said he called Hurley Builders in their Stuart 
office after two weeks and was told someone would be calling to set up an 
appointment for taking measurements.   
 
 Mr. Reisen gave a lengthy detail of events of his conversations, phone 
calls and contacts with the Indian River County Building Department.  On 
November 17, 2005 he contacted Hurley Builders and requested his deposit be 
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returned.  He was given an appointment on November 21, 2005 to meet with Mr. 
Bruce Hurley but Mr. Hurley was not present when the Reisen’s arrived at the 
Stuart office.   
 
 Mrs. Peggy McCain, representing her mother-in-law, Mary Ann McCain, 
1522 53rd Avenue, Vero Beach, explained a contract was signed with Hurley 
Builders on July 5, 2005.  She stated the account executive was listed as Nancy 
Miskelli.  Mrs. McCain was asked for her drivers license number for permit 
application, and work was started in January, 2006, with the promise they would 
be back in two weeks, but no one ever came back to complete the work. 
 
 Chairman Robinson asked what phone number Mrs. Mary Ann McCain 
had been calling.  Mrs. Peggy McCain responded the number called was (772) 
465-9733, and information was mailed to 205 S.W. Monterey Road in Stuart.  
She added a deposit of $4,000 had been paid. 
 
 Discussion was held regarding the request for Mrs. Mary Ann McCain’s 
drivers license number.  Mr. Akins related the Building Department did not 
require a drivers license number for an owner/builder permit application.  
Chairman Robinson suggested contacting the sheriff’s office with that 
information. 
 
 Mrs. Rita Corcoran, 1405 22nd Avenue, Vero Beach, reported she signed a 
contract on July 12, 2005 with Hurley Builders for a job to begin October 15, 
2005.  Mrs. Corcoran related a lengthy list of events which ultimately resulted in 
no work being done. 
 
 Mr. William Dennis, 976 18th Place, S.W., Vero Beach, reviewed the 
information he provided at the meeting held January 31, 2006, and added he 
would still like the work to be done. 
 
 Mr. Steve Franek, 7876 102nd Court, Vero Beach, explained he moved to 
Florida in May, 2005 and had problems with every builder he had dealt with while 
having his home built.  After listing several of the concerns he had, Mr. Franek 
was advised to speak with Ms. Hunter in the IRC Building Department to file 
paperwork if he wished to lodge a complaint against Hurley Builders. 
 
 Mrs. Marion Leo, 7641 133rd Square, Sebastian, submitted a copy of her 
deposit check in the amount of $3,705 and other paperwork, for work that was 
never done by Hurley Builders, a copy of which is on file in the Commission 
Office.  She stated she wanted her money returned.  Chairman Robinson 
explained the CBAA could only revoke a license, and Mrs. Leo would have to file 
a lawsuit against Hurley Builders to get her money back. 
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 Ms. Natalie Isacksen, 7953 Brighton Manor, Vero Beach, related she 
signed a contract on April 29, 2005 with Becky from Hurley Builders for a job to 
begin July 1, 2005.  She continued a permit was applied for but the engineer had 
not made the structure able to withstand wind gusts of more than 120 miles per 
hour, so the permit was never issued.  Mrs. Isacksen received a check in the 
amount of $2,280 as reimbursement and was told by Mary Louise Parker at the 
Sebastian office they were closing their office in that location and could not do 
the work, but suggested the Fort Pierce office could.  Mrs. Isacksen then sent the 
check to the Fort Pierce location, but no work was ever done.  She later 
requested the money be refunded from Mr. Bruce Hurley, and was told he would 
send her a check, but she has not yet received one. 
 
 Mr. Bruce Hurley, representing Hurley Builders, and his father Ray Hurley, 
stated he understood the anger from the complainants, but he and his father had 
been trying to help those people after discovering over 300 illegal contracts 
being written under Hurley Builders’ license and name.   
 
 Mr. Bruce Hurley related the chronology of events that took place after 
their attorney, Earl Mallory, advised them to approach Lynn Smith and Frank 
Giacobbi in their Sebastian office and demand everything that had the Hurley 
name on it.  Mr. Hurley explained the stress and financial hardship they had gone 
through with the customers defrauded by Mr. Smith and Mr. Giacobbi.  
 
 Chairman Robinson asked if Mr. Smith had ever worked for Mr. Hurley.  
Mr. Hurley responded negatively. 
 
 Mr. Bruce Hurley stated Charles Thorpe was hired to help Mr. Hurley, Sr. 
with the screen enclosure business but instead took the business information 
and represented Hurley Builders without permission. 
 
 Chairman Robinson asked Mr. Bruce Hurley if he planned to do anything 
to resolve the issues with the complainants.  Mr. Hurley responded he was 
planning on helping the people if they would allow him to.  He added there were 
numerous law enforcement and professional organizations that had investigated 
the claims against Hurley Builders. and in all of the investigations Hurley Builders 
were found not to be involved in any of the wrongdoing. 
 
 Chairman Robinson asked if no charges were filed against Hurley 
Builders, why had their license been suspended and revoked, along with a fine 
assessed in the amount of $5,000, by the City of Sebastian.  Mr. Hurley 
responded he was speaking of law enforcement issues.  He explained the fines 
and license revocation were because of missing a hearing date for other issues 
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with the City of Sebastian, including abandoning contracts at the homes of five 
city customers. 
 Attorney DeBraal inquired how many outstanding contracts Hurley Builders 
had.  Mr. Hurley responded legitimate contracts, for which Hurley Builders wrote 
and were holding deposits, were in the 10’s for all counties, not just for Indian 
River County. 
 
 Mr. Hurley related there were three fraudulent Wachovia and three Bank of 
America bank accounts and he had over 150 copies of fraudulent checks. 
 
 Mr. Luethje asked what the plans were for the people that had paid 
deposits.  Mr. Hurley responded he would not be giving money to the people that 
Hurley Builders did not have legitimate contracts for.  He would be willing to get a 
legitimate contract with those people with the payments given to the fraudulent 
company as a deposit; the customers would pay for the materials and 
workmanship themselves, and Hurley Builders would just collect the balance of 
the job. 
 
 Mr. Dean asked what qualifications Charles Thorpe had to work as a 
consultant with Hurley Builders.  Mr. Hurley replied Mr. Thorpe appeared to be 
very knowledgeable about the building industry, a large number of people 
vouched for his credibility, and they had done a background check on him. 
 
 Attorney DeBraal queried how Hurley Builders was licensed in Indian River 
County.  Mr. Ray Hurley responded he had gone to each municipality to apply for 
a contractors’ license in each jurisdiction. 
 
 Chairman Robinson suggested Hurley Builders bring in a list of the 
legitimate contracts and their status to the Building Department.  Mr. Bruce 
Hurley replied he would e-mail the list to Ms. Beatty-Hunter this week. 
 
 Mr. Akins stated he had waited until this morning to suspend Mr. Ray 
Hurley’s license because it was up to the CBAA to determine where to go from 
this point.  He continued in Mr. Bruce Hurley’s defense, everything he had told 
him would get done had been done.  Mr. Akins stated he had been working 
directly with Mr. Bruce Hurley since he came to the Building Department to 
inform them of the fraud situation.   
 
 Mr. Clements inquired if the work Hurley Builders had done since October, 
2005, was satisfactory.  Mr. Akins responded the jobs had all passed inspection. 
 
 Discussion ensued by the complainants expressing how they would like 
each of their contracts handled. 
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 Mr. Akins recommended staff to continue to work with Mr. Ray Hurley, and 
they would monitor him after he provided a list of valid contracts in Indian River 
County. 
 
 Discussion ensued regarding the release of contracts for those 
complainants who had signed with the fraudulent Hurley Builders 
representatives. 
 
 Mr. Dean asked if staff had confirmed with any law enforcement agencies 
the claims Mr. Bruce Hurley had explained.  Ms. Beatty-Hunter replied in the 
affirmative.  Mr. Akins added he had spoken with the Department of Business 
and Professional Regulation, who also confirmed Mr. Bruce Hurley’s statements 
of fraudulent activity and said that Mr. Hurley was working to correct the 
situation. 
 
 Reverend King suggested taking staff’s recommendation.  Chairman 
Robinson recommended putting Mr. Ray Hurley on probation, where Mr. Akins 
would control progress of each permit.  Chairman Robinson reiterated the CBAA 
did not have the ability to get the complainants’ money returned and they would 
have to file a claim in court to recover their deposits. 
 
 Mr. Akins expressed the legitimate contracts Hurley Builders already 
should be completed before they took on any new contacts. 
 

ON MOTION BY Reverend  King, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Meek, the members voted unanimously (7-0) to put 
Mr. Ray Hurley’s license on probation, with the 
terms they would address and complete all the 
legitimate contracts on a timely basis; submit to the 
Indian River County Building Official a list of all 
fraudulent contracts and the legitimate contracts 
that had been entered into.  If a fraudulent contract 
customer wanted to enter into a legitimate contract 
with Mr. Hurley, the Building Department would 
cooperate in processing the building permits.   Mr. 
Luethje abstained from voting on the matter and 
filed a Memorandum of Voting Conflict with the 
recording secretary, which is on file in the 
Commission Office. 
 

Confirmation of Next Meeting Date 
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 Chairman Robinson confirmed the next regular CBAA meeting would be 
held April 25, 2006 at 2:00 p.m. 
 
Attorneys Matters 
 
 There were none. 
 
Adjournment 
 
 Chairman Robinson adjourned the meeting at 4:33 p.m. 


