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CODE ENFORCEMENT BOARD 

 
 A meeting of the Indian River County (IRC) Code Enforcement Board (the 
Board) was held in the Commission Chambers at the County Administration 
Building, 1801 27th Street, Building “A”, Vero Beach, Florida on Monday, June 27, 
2016 at 1:30 p.m. 

 
Present were Vice-Chairman Stephen Boehning, Engineer Appointee; Karl 

Zimmermann, Realtor Appointee; Joe Petrulak, Subcontractor Appointee; and Pete 
Clements, General Contractor Appointee. 

 
Chairman David Myers II, Businessman Appointee and Tony Gervasio, 

Member-at-Large Appointee, were absent. 
 
Let the record show that there is a vacancy for an Architect Appointee. 
 

 Also in attendance was Attorney Jennifer Peshke, Attorney for the Board; IRC 
staff: Roland DeBlois, Environmental and Code Enforcement Chief; Kelly Buck, 
Rose Jefferson and Vanessa Carter Solomon, Code Enforcement Officers; David 
Checchi, Contractor License Investigator; Dan Wittenberg, Land Development and 
Engineering; and Lisa Carlson, Recording Secretary. 
 
7:35:12 Call to Order  

 
   Vice Chairman Stephen Boehning called the meeting to order and led all in the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  The secretary called the roll, establishing that a quorum was 
present. 
 
7:37:33  Approval of Minutes  
 

ON MOTION BY Mr. Petrulak, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Zimmermann, the Board voted unanimously (4-0) to 
approve the minutes of May 23, 2016 with suggested 
revisions. 

 
7:37:48  Attorney’s Overview of Board Purpose and Procedures  

 
Attorney Jennifer Peshke, Attorney for the Board, gave a brief overview of the 

procedures and purpose of the Code Enforcement Board. 
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7:43:18 Agenda Additions or Deletions, Consent Items   
 

Mr. Roland DeBlois, IRC Environmental and Code Enforcement Chief, 
reported the following cases had either complied, been rescheduled, or were 
recommended by staff for an extension of time on the Consent Agenda. Cases 
#2016020068, #2015090053, #2016020074, #2016030092, #201640106, 
#2015040137, #2014100101, #2016030046 and #2016030133 – 30-day extension 
until July 22, 2016. Cases #2015090055, #2015030026, #2016020068, and 
#2016030015 – 60-day extension until August 19, 2016. Cases #2015090140 and 
#2016030075 – 90-day extension until September 23, 2016. Cases #2016040038, 
#2015110004 and #2016040063 have been rescheduled. 

 
In compliance were Cases #2016030123, #2016040066, #2016030082, 

#2016050064, #2016030039, #2016020034, #2016020043, #2016030009, 
#2015120075, #2016050002 and #2016050003. 

 
Mr. DeBlois recommended that the Administrative Hearings be heard at 2:30 

p.m. and that the Lien Release Requests be heard at 3:00 p.m. or later.  He added 
that there are two Addendums to the agenda, which are a Lien Release Request and 
a Compliance Hearing. 

 
7:50:40 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Zimmermann, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Petrulak, the Board voted unanimously (4-0) to accept 
the Consent Agenda with the revisions.  

 
7:51:05 Swearing in of Those Who Will Testify 
 
 The secretary proceeded to administer the testimonial oath to everyone who 
would be testifying at today’s hearings.  
 

EVIDENTIARY HEARINGS 
 
7:51:17 Case #2015110006 – Melissa M. Clements 
 

Ms. Vanessa Carter Solomon, IRC Code Enforcement Officer, submitted four 
photos into evidence as well as an Affidavit of Service indicating that the property 
had been posted on June 17, 2016. She summarized that this case involved an 
unpermitted shed for which the Respondent has applied for a release of easement 
and is now in the process of appealing the denial. She recommended a sixty-day 
extension, until August 19, 2016, to allow for the appeal process and bring the 
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Subject Property into compliance. 
 
Respondent Ms. Melissa Clements testified that the water and sewer lines in 

the easement have been broken three times over the past twelve years, twice by 
Indian River Farms and Water Control District and once by the Indian River County 
Utilities Department. She went on to say that the shed replaced one that had been 
on the property since 1963 but was destroyed in the 2004 hurricanes and admitted 
that it was relocated to the other side of the yard.  

 
8:06:53 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Petrulak, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Zimmermann, the Board voted unanimously (4-0) to 
find the violation and grant an extension of sixty days, 
until August 19, 2016, for compliance or a $100 per 
day fine would be imposed.  
 

 It is noted for the record that the Respondent was present for this hearing. 
 
8:10:33 Case #2016030008 – Wilfredo Lazaro Mejia 
 

Inspector Vanessa Carter Solomon submitted one photo into evidence as well 
as an Affidavit of Service indicating that the property had been posted on June 17, 
2016. She stated that this case had to do with violations relating to an unpermitted 
building addition and recommended a sixty-day extension, until August 19, 2016, for 
the Subject Property to be brought into compliance. 

 
Through an interpreter, Respondent Mr. Wilfredo Lazaro Mejia testified that he 

has obtained preliminary plans from MVB Engineering and expects to receive the 
final plans well before the sixty-day extension ends.  

 
8:17:523 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Zimmermann, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Petrulak, the Board voted unanimously (4-0) to find 
the violation and grant an extension of sixty days, 
until August 19, 2016, for compliance or a $100 per 
day fine would be imposed.  
 

It is noted for the record that the Respondent was present for this hearing. 
 
8:18:27 Case #2016030017 – Carroll C. Rogers & Pointe West Master 
Property Owners Association 
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Inspector Vanessa Carter Solomon, submitted into evidence five photos, plat 
documents, a building permit and an Affidavit of Service indicating that the property 
had been posted on June 17, 2016.  She testified that this case involved storm water 
drainage issues in the easement that began after Ms. Rogers added a swimming 
pool to the Subject Property. She recommended a sixty-day extension, until August 
19, 2016, for the Subject Property to be brought into compliance. 

 
Mr. Dan Wittenberg, IRC Land Development & Engineering, testified that the 

original house had a permitted drainage plan and after the swimming pool was built, 
the drainage was altered. He felt that the problem could be easily resolved by 
redefining the swale. 

 
Mr. DeBlois pointed out that both the lot owner and the property owner’s 

association were cited to instigate correction of the drainage. He went on to say that 
the owner’s association was responsible for easement maintenance but the 
homeowner must be cooperative to the correction. 

 
Attorney for the Respondent, Mr. Barry Segal, questioned Respondent Ms. 

Carroll Rogers. She testified that the neighboring property with the drainage problem 
had always been quite wet due to the bunker on the adjoining golf course and that 
part of her property had always been wet as well. 

 
Mr. Segal pointed out that the pool project was approved and inspected as 

part of the county permitting process which included a right of way drainage 
engineering final inspection. In closing, he stated that while his client would be happy 
to allow the association to do what they needed to do to maintain the easement, she 
has no responsibility. 

 
Mr. Steve Schnitzer, Property Manager for Pointe West, testified that the 

rectification would involve a somewhat minor repair without major excavation 
needed. He felt that the association should not be responsible for the repairs as they 
did not create the problem and that the neighbors with the drainage complaint should 
perhaps fund for the repairs. 

 
8:50:08 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Clements, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Zimmermann, the Board voted unanimously (4-0) to 
find the violation against the property owners 
association and grant an extension of sixty days, until 
August 19, 2016, for compliance or a $100 per day fine 
would be imposed.  
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It is noted for the record that the Respondent and her attorney were present 
for this hearing. 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS 

 
8:50:54 Case #2016060153 – William & Debora Bachschmidt and RDW 
Quality Builders LLC 
 

Mr. David Checchi, IRC Contractor License Investigator, testified that this case 
related to unpermitted work performed at the Subject Property. He stated that on 
May 25, 2016 he observed pool decking and handrails being removed and plywood 
covering installed prior to obtaining proper permits.  

 
Respondent Mr. Richard Weisman of RDW Quality Growers testified that he 

has been working in Indian River County more than twenty years and has never 
been cited. He stated that his crew began pulling up pavers in order to diagnose the 
cause of structural cracks moving from the pool deck towards the house and causing 
wood rot and stressed that no work was performed. Immediately following the 
citation, he learned that a permit was required to remove the pavers and an after the 
fact demolition permit was obtained. 

 
  9:15:47 

ON MOTION BY Mr. Petrulak, to uphold Citation 1227. 
There was no second to this motion. 
 
9:15:57 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Zimmermann, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Clements, the Board voted (3-1) to negate the 
imposition of the fine and Citation 1227 based on the 
evidence presented as well as the long record of no 
violations by the Respondent. Mr. Petrulak was the 
opposing vote. 
 

 It is noted for the record that the Respondent was present for this hearing.      
 
9:18:14 Case #2016060154 – P&V Properties Management LLC and Butler 
Builders 
 

Mr. DeBlois reviewed that this is an appeal of a citation and as there is no 
representation present, he asked that the Board uphold the citation which is for 
hiring an unlicensed stucco contractor. 
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  9:19:47 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Clements, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Petrulak, the Board voted unanimously (4-0) to uphold 
the citation as written. 
 

 It is noted for the record that the Respondent was not present for this hearing. 
     

LIEN RELEASE REQUESTS 
 
9:21:05 Case #2015040003 – Howard W. White & Janet L. Noel 
 

Mr. DeBlois informed the Board that this case related to overgrown weeds at a 
vacant lot. The fine was imposed on September 26, 2015 after compliance was not 
met. Compliance was verified on June 9, 2016 after a passage of 257 days for a 
$25,700 flat fine with administrative costs being $2000. He recommended setting the 
fine at $2000. 

 
Respondent Mr. Richard White testified that he did not receive notice of this 

fine as the order was evidently mailed to an incorrect address. He went on to say 
that he was unaware that that the co-owner had stopped maintaining the Subject 
Property. He concluded that he doesn’t know why the Property Appraisers office 
changed the mailing address but he did not request it and didn’t feel that he should 
be responsible for the fine. 

 
9:30:12 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Petrulak, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Zimmermann, the Board voted unanimously (4-0) to 
acknowledge compliance and reduce the fine to 
$2000. 

 
It is noted for the record that the Respondent was present for this hearing. 
 

9:37:45 Case #2015100016 – Timothy McNamee 
 

Attorney for the Board, Ms. Jennifer Peshke, recused herself from this case as 
she and her husband had recently purchased another property owned by the 
Respondent with the lien stretching to the Subject Property. 

 
Mr. DeBlois informed the Board that this case related to overgrown weeds at a 

vacant lot. The fine was imposed on December 26, 2015 after compliance was not 
met. Compliance was verified on June 27, 2016 after a passage of 184 days for a 
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$18,400 flat fine with administrative fees being $1700. He recommended setting the 
fine at $1700. 

 
Respondent Mr. Timothy McNamee testified that he did not receive any notice 

that this property was in violation and only found out about the lien during the sale of 
another property. He has since hired a new lawn service and will remain in 
compliance. He stressed that he didn’t feel he should be fined because of a clerical 
error on the part of the Property Appraiser’s office. 

 
9:41:12 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Zimmermann, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Petrulak, the Board voted unanimously (4-0) to 
acknowledge compliance and reduce the fine to 
$1700. 
 
9:42:42 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Zimmermann, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Clements, the Board voted unanimously (4-0) to issue 
a partial lien release for a second Subject Property 
owned by the Respondent located at 1350 Indian 
Mound Trail in Vero Beach. 

 
It is noted for the record that the Respondent was present for this hearing. 
 

9:43:20 Case #2010100217 – Paul Wayne & Shannon Yu-Hang Shoquist 
and Capital One , National Association 

 
Mr. DeBlois informed the Board that this case related to overgrown weeds, 

debris, swimming pool enclosure and unsecured partially built structure violations. 
This property went into foreclosure while it was being built and a fine was imposed 
on May, 17, 2011 after compliance was not met. Compliance was verified on 
January 9, 2012 when the county demolished the structure (for a separate 
demolition lien of $24,541) after a passage of 233 days for a $23,300 flat fine with 
administrative fees being $1700. He recommended setting the fine at $2330. 

 
Representative for the Respondent, Ms. Harriet Yamm of North Beach Realty, 

testified that the Subject Property was recently purchased at auction and the buyer is 
working with Capital One in requesting a reduction of the fine. 
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9:49:02 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Zimmermann, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Petrulak, the Board voted unanimously (4-0) to 
acknowledge compliance and reduce the fine to 
$2330. 

 
It is noted for the record that a Representative for the Respondent was 

present for this hearing. 
 

9:49:40 Case #2015120032 – Elliott & Johnson of VB 
 

Mr. DeBlois informed the Board that this case related to an illegal gate 
structure in a county right of way. The fine was imposed on May 21, 2016 after 
compliance was not met. Compliance was verified seven days later on May 28, 2016 
for a $700 flat fine which he recommended rescinding. 

 
Respondent Mr. Ed Elliott, President of Elliott & Johnson of Vero Beach, 

testified that he was out of town when the order was mailed to him but had the gates 
removed immediately upon his return. 

 
10:00:12 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Clements, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Petrulak, the Board voted unanimously (4-0) to 
RESCIND the fine. 

 
It is noted for the record that the Respondent was present for this hearing. 

 
EVIDENTIARY HEARINGS 

 
10:01:38 Case #2016060004 – Carmen Vara Cachaldora 
 

Mr. Roland DeBlois testified that these violations involved sea turtle protection 
as well as a commercial event held at a residential property. He stated that in August 
of 2015, the county adopted a regulation prohibiting commercial events at residential 
properties with further ordinances passed recently regarding short term vacation 
rentals. He stated that the Respondent has been advertising the Subject Property on 
various vacation rental websites that events were allowed and included testimonials 
describing a wedding at the property. He produced a photograph taken on June 4, 
2016 of string lights on the ocean side of the Subject Property which are a violation 
of the sea turtle ordinance. He recommended finding current compliance and issuing 
a continuing order so that if there is a violation recurrence in the future, the 
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Respondent would be subject to fines. He pointed out that the ordinance passed last 
week included a fine schedule specific to commercial events at residences which 
include $1000 for the first infraction and $5000 for all subsequent violations. 

 
Ms. Rose Jefferson, IRC Code Enforcement Officer, submitted three photos 

into evidence as well as an Affidavit of Service indicating that the property had been 
posted on June 15, 2016. 

 
 Attorney for the Respondent, Mr. Doug Vitunac, challenged Mr. DeBlois as to 
why the Respondent’s case is different than the ones that were shown as in 
compliance earlier in the meeting and dismissed. Mr. DeBlois replied that this 
violation was potentially recurring in nature and went on to say that he had recently 
had conversations with the Respondent regarding prearranged wedding events in 
the future that were not registered with the county before the imposed deadline.  
 

Mr. Vitunac asked Mr. DeBlois whether this is the first time this ordinance has 
been enforced and inquired as to how the Respondent should keep her tenants from 
having a party or a wedding without her knowledge. Mr. DeBlois responded that this 
was the first time this ordinance had been enforced and advised that one way to 
prohibit the parties was to no longer promote special events as part of her website 
advertisements. He went on to say that the new county licensing requirement for 
vacation rentals will require advertisers to indicate among other things that 
commercial events such as weddings are not allowed. He concluded that violations 
will be evaluated on a case by case basis with the owner being the responsible 
party. 

 
In response to Mr. Vitunac’s questioning, Mr. DeBlois discussed the new 

ordinance as it applies to noise at vacation rentals. He stated that noise issues will 
generally be handled by law enforcement and tenants may be treated similarly to 
those at a hotel in that they can be evicted from the property for breaking the rules. 
Fines will be focused on the owner of the property. 

 
Mr. Vitunac summarized that there was no proof that any violation took place 

and suggested that hearsay should not be the sole basis for finding a violation. He 
continued that the alleged violation occurred before the new fining schedule was 
passed last week. He entered into evidence a lease typically used by the 
Respondent. 

 
Mr. Petrulak pointed out that anytime someone rents a house, whether it be 

short term or long term, any violations regarding the Subject Property go back to the 
owner and stressed that the Respondent is responsible for the sea turtle protection 
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violation. The Respondent countered that she believed the photograph was taken 
before 9:00 p.m. when such lighting was allowed and Mr. DeBlois pointed out that 
the Respondent had been warned about sea turtle protection violations in the past. 

 
Mr. Vitunac questioned the Respondent as to what would happen to her if a 

continuing order were issued that could lead to $5000 fines if someone is seen in a 
wedding dress on her property. She answered that she would have to discontinue 
short term rentals so as to be sure to comply with the county’s ordinance and may 
lose her property.  

 
  10:39:07 

ON MOTION BY Mr. Petrulak, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Zimmermann, the Board voted unanimously (4-0) to 
find the violations and grant a continuing order so 
that if there is a recurrence in the future, the 
Respondent would be subject to fines set forth by the 
County Commission which are $1000 for the first 
occurrence and $5000 for a repeat violation. 

 
 It is noted for the record that the Respondent and her attorney were present 
for this hearing.   
 
10:40:43 Case #2016050079 – Sebastian Inn & Suites LLC 
 

Mr. DeBlois testified that this case involved monthly rentals at the hotel. 
County defines limitations on the duration of rentals at hotels as periods of longer 
than a month. Recent advertisements for monthly rentals at this location have since 
been revised and a “For Rent” sign in front of the hotel was removed. He 
recommended finding current compliance but issuing a continuing order to cease 
advertisements for monthly rentals at this property. 

 
Attorney for the Respondent, Mr. Tino Gonzalez, stated that when 

Respondent Mr. Andrew Tashbar was contacted by Inspector Betty Davis, he 
immediately changed the verbiage of his advertising to exclude monthly rentals. He 
added that after purchasing the Subject Property, the Respondent worked with 
county’s Environmental Control Hearing Board to clean it up and connect to County 
sewer and water. He has also worked diligently to resolve all code enforcement 
issues including the prohibition of monthly rentals. He went on to point out several 
other hotels in the county that advertise monthly rentals. 
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10:55:03 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Zimmermann, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Petrulak, the Board voted unanimously (4-0) to find 
the violation and grant a continuing order so that if 
there is a recurrence in the future, the Respondent 
would be subject to fines. 
 

 It is noted for the record that Respondent and his attorney were present for 
this hearing. 
 
10:55:53 Case #2016030056 – Luis Rivera 
 
 Inspector Rose Jefferson submitted one photo into evidence and testified that 
the violations were for a dilapidated and unpermitted fence and recommended a 
sixty-day extension, until August 19, 2016, for the Subject Property to be brought 
into compliance. 

 
10:57:03 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Petrulak, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Zimmermann, the Board voted unanimously (4-0) to 
find the violation and grant an extension of sixty days, 
until August 19, 2016, for compliance or a $100 per 
day fine would be imposed.  
 

 It is noted for the record that Respondent was not present for this hearing. 
 
10:57:23 Case #2016040041 – Naren Paulson 
 

Inspector Vanessa Carter Solomon submitted two photos into evidence as 
well as an Affidavit of Service indicating that the property had been posted on June 
17, 2016. She stated that this case had to do with debris and weed violations on a 
vacant lot and recommended a thirty-day extension, until July 22, 2016, for the 
Subject Property to be brought into compliance. 

 
10:58:43 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Petrulak, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Clements, the Board voted unanimously (4-0) to find 
the violation and grant an extension of thirty days, 
until July 22, 2016, for compliance or a $100 per day 
fine would be imposed.  
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 It is noted for the record that Respondent was not present for this hearing. 
 
10:58:53 Case #2016050073 – Outlier Investments LLC 
 

Inspector Vanessa Carter Solomon submitted two photos into evidence as 
well as an Affidavit of Service indicating that the property had been posted on June 
17, 2016. She stated that this case had to do with debris, weed and property 
maintenance violations at a vacant structure and recommended a thirty-day 
extension, until July 22, 2016, for the Subject Property to be brought into 
compliance. 
 

11:00:23 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Petrulak, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Zimmermann, the Board voted unanimously (4-0) to 
find the violation and grant an extension of thirty 
days, until July 22, 2016, for compliance or a $100 per 
day fine would be imposed.  
 

 It is noted for the record that Respondent was not present for this hearing. 
 
11:00:53 Case #2016050056 – Marcia M. Nettles & Kathleen Janda 
 

Inspector Vanessa Carter Solomon submitted three photos into evidence and 
testified that this case had to do with debris, weed and recreational vehicle storage 
violations and recommended a thirty-day extension, until July 22, 2016, for the 
Subject Property to be brought into compliance. 
 

11:02:03 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Zimmermann, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Petrulak, the Board voted unanimously (4-0) to find 
the violation and grant an extension of thirty days, 
until July 22, 2016, for compliance or a $100 per day 
fine would be imposed.  
 

 It is noted for the record that Respondent was not present for this hearing. 
 
11:02:23 Case #2016050047 – Atlantic Wind II Corp 
 

Inspector Vanessa Carter Solomon submitted five photos into evidence as 
well as an Affidavit of Service indicating that the property had been posted on June 
17, 2016. She stated that this case had to do with debris, weed and swimming pool 
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maintenance violations at a lot where a house had been demolished and 
recommended a thirty-day extension, until July 22, 2016, for the Subject Property to 
be brought into compliance. 
 

11:04:23 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Petrulak, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Zimmermann, the Board voted unanimously (4-0) to 
find the violation and grant an extension of thirty 
days, until July 22, 2016, for compliance or a $100 per 
day fine would be imposed.  
 

 It is noted for the record that Respondent was not present for this hearing. 
 
11:04:33 Case #2016020046 – John C. Leighton 
 

Inspector Vanessa Carter Solomon submitted three photos into evidence as 
well as an Affidavit of Service indicating that the property had been posted on June 
17, 2016. She stated that this case had to do with junk vehicle and weed violations 
and recommended a thirty-day extension, until July 22, 2016, for the Subject 
Property to be brought into compliance. 
 

11:05:23 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Zimmermann, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Petrulak, the Board voted unanimously (4-0) to find 
the violation and grant an extension of thirty days, 
until July 22, 2016, for compliance or a $100 per day 
fine would be imposed.  
 

 It is noted for the record that Respondent was not present for this hearing. 
 

COMPLIANCE HEARINGS 
 
11:05:33 Case #2016020073 – Melanie D. Kremkau 
 
 Inspector Rose Jefferson testified that this case initially came before the Board 
on April 25, 2016 for junk, trash and debris violations and was granted a thirty-day 
extension. There has been no progress and she recommended that a $100 per day 
fine be imposed with a start date of June 25, 2016. 
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11:06:13 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Petrulak, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Zimmermann, the Board voted unanimously (4-0) to 
find the violation and impose a $100 per day fine 
beginning June 25, 2016. 
 

 It is noted for the record that Respondent was not present for this hearing. 
 
11:06:44 Authorization for Notices to Appear 
 

ON MOTION BY Mr. Petrulak, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Zimmermann, the Board voted unanimously (4-0) to 
authorize the Notices to Appear for cases leading up 
to the July 25, 2016 meeting. 

 
Other Matters 
 
 There were none. 
 
Adjournment  
 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:03 
 p.m. 

 


