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ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL HEARING BOARD 
 
 
The Indian River County (IRC) Environmental Control Hearing Board (the 

Board) held a meeting at the County Administration Building, Commission 
Chambers, 1801 27th Street, Vero Beach, Florida on Thursday, September 20, 2007, 
at 12:30 p.m. 

 
Present were members: Chairman Alan Polackwich, Attorney Appointee; 

Richard Cahoy and Clete Deller (arrived 1:12 p.m.), Members-at-Large; Steve 
Snoberger, Engineer Appointee and Dr. Matthew Zoffer, Medical Doctor Appointee. 

 
 Also present was IRC Environmental Health Department (Health Department) 
staff: Suzanne Vitunac, Legal Counsel and Cheryl Dunn, Manager; and Reta Smith, 
Recording Secretary.   
 
Call to Order (12:42:40) 

 
Chairman Polackwich called the meeting to order and everyone welcomed 

new member Dr. Matthew Zoffer.   
 
HEARINGS 
 
Case #426-07, La Petite Academy, Inc. (12:42:51) 
 
 Attorney Vitunac reviewed the proposed Order, a copy of which is on file in the 
Commission Office, and advised everyone concerned was in agreement with the 
requirements of the Order. 
 

Attorney Vitunac explained there had been an outbreak of Cryptosporidiosis 
(Crypto) and Giardiasis (Giardi) at La Petite Academy, Inc. (La Petite) since July, 
2007, and it continued as of this week.  The Health Department felt extraordinary 
measures were in order to get a handle on the outbreak and eradicate it. 

 
Ms. Cheryl Dunn, Manager, IRC Environmental Health Department, indicated 

both diseases were formed by parasitic organisms transmitted by feces and created 
gastro-intestinal illnesses with persistent diarrhea.  She explained through improper 
hand washing and other contact, the disease was spread very easily. 

 
Ms. Dunn noted there were approximately 80 children enrolled at the facility 

and approximately 20 were infected; however there were also asymptomatic carriers 
causing outbreaks in the homes of the individuals.  
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Attorney Vitunac reviewed the letter of corrective active taken by La Petite, a 
copy of which is on file in the Commission Office.  She related hand washing was 
vital to preventing the spread of the diseases, adding the Health Department had 
already conducted training on hand washing and would be doing additional training 
on September 26, 2007. 

 
Attorney Vitunac advised when the outbreak was first discovered, the Health 

Department had prepared a letter advising the parents and instructed the facility 
manager to give a copy to each parent, but they were left out on a table and some of 
the parents did not know about them. 

 
Ms. Bianca Richardson, Facility Manager of La Petite, (12:55:21) stated  

letters had since been provided to the teachers to give to the parents, and La Petite 
planned to reissue the letters.  Attorney Vitunac suggested including in the Order 
that the letters would be sent to the homes again. 

 
A discussion followed about problems connected with transmittal of the 

diseases (12:58:19).       
 
 Ms. Dunn said she would like to see a waning in the number of cases in the 
next 10 days, adding this was not a permanent Order but required La Petite to take 
extra measures to get the outbreak in check.   
 
 Dr. Zoffer stressed the importance of using a fairly powerful anti-bacterial soap 
for hand washing to ensure there was not passive transmission.  He suggested 
adding the requirement of using a soap agent effective against Crypto and Giardi to 
the Order.    
 
 Chairman Polackwich wondered whether the situation was serious enough to 
consider shutting down the establishment until the bacteria had been eliminated.  Dr. 
Zoffer stated if there had been an increase in the number of cases he would agree 
more corrective action was necessary, but in light of the fact there were less and 
less cases he felt what was being done was probably working.   
 
 Ms. Dawn Gerry, Owner of La Petite, (1:05:50) expressed confusion about the 
number of cases because her records showed there were only four confirmed cases 
of Crypto and one of Giardi.  Ms. Dunn explained when there was an outbreak, 
based on symptoms and time lines the Health Department lumped together 
confirmed cases, probable cases and suspect cases, because they were still related 
even if they did not test positive.  Ms. Gerry described precautions and actions La 
Petite had taken to help eliminate the spread of bacteria. 
 
 Mr. Deller arrived at 1:12 p.m. 
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 Discussion followed about how the Health Department tested for the diseases. 
 
 Ms. Gerry emphasized La Petite was trying to close off every avenue to 
resolve the issues, and agreed to reissue the letters advising the parents of the 
problem, checking them off by each child’s name to make sure everybody received a 
copy, and if a child was sent home sick to give them a letter with the 
recommendation they see a doctor.   
 
 Dr. Zoffer felt it was important that both the parents and the child’s pediatrician 
get a copy of the letter so the doctor knew there was an issue and would be more 
aggressive in diagnosis and treatment, and the pediatrician or the parent could 
advise the Health Department as soon as possible.   
 
 Ms. Dunn said the Health Department would rewrite the letter to the parents 
incorporating the Board’s recommendations.  Mr. Cahoy suggested requiring 
readmission of the child be attached to a certification from a doctor that three stool 
tests had been made.  Dr. Zoffer felt the letter would be enough to alert the physician 
to practice due diligence as far as diagnosis and treatment was concerned, and did 
not feel it would be necessary to mandate certification.     
 
  Discussion followed. 
 
 Mr. Cahoy observed there were 18 cases of infection, but it was unknown how 
many caregivers, family members or Le Petit staff had also been infected.    Attorney 
Vitunac stated the Health Department was just now getting contact information and 
compiling data about the children who were sick.   
 
 Chairman Polackwich asked if the Board had any other revisions they wanted 
to include in the Order (1:35:16). 
 

Chairman Polackwich recommended putting a time frame in paragraph Q of 
the Order about the facility reporting cases of diarrhea to the Health Department.  
Attorney Vitunac and Ms. Dunn agreed 24 hours would be stipulated in the Order.  
Chairman Polackwich noted Item #3 of the Order stated notice of an emergency 
ECHB hearing should be sent to La Petitee in no less than five calendar days, and 
he felt the arbitrary number five should be eliminated.  Attorney Vitunac agreed this 
would be changed to “reasonable notice”. 

 
Mr. Cahoy wanted to prohibit all enrollees in diapers from La Petite until the 

problem was resolved, because he felt this was a much more serious situation than 
was being credited.  Attorney Vitunac pointed out those children would have to go 
somewhere else and we would not know if the other facility would take as many 
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precautions as La Petite.  Ms. Dunn said she would prefer the outbreak be contained 
to one facility in order to be brought under control.   

 
(1:41:11) 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Cahoy to add a provision to the 
Order prohibiting all enrollees in diapers from La 
Petitee Academy, Inc. until such time as the problem 
was resolved.  

 
The motion died for lack of a second. 
 
 (1:42:52) 

ON MOTION BY Mr. Snoberger, SECONDED BY Dr. 
Zoffer, the Board voted (4-1) to approve the Order with 
the additions as discussed.  Mr. Cahoy in opposition. 
 

 Mr. Cahoy thought it would be better to close the facility and sterilize it.  
 
Continuances 
 

(1:45:22) 
ON MOTION BY Mr. Cahoy, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Snoberger, the Board voted unanimously (5-0) to 
approve continuances in the cases of Triple C & T and 
Eric L. Caoili.  

 
Adjournment (1:46:02) 
 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:48 p.m. 
 


