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ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL HEARING BOARD 
 
 
The Indian River County (IRC) Environmental Control Hearing Board (the 

Board) held a meeting at the County Administration Building, Commission 
Chambers, 1801 27th Street, Vero Beach, Florida on Thursday, October 1, 2015 at 
12:30 p.m. 

 
Present were members: Chairperson Richard Cahoy, Member-at-Large; Dr. 

Philip Glade, Medical Doctor Appointee; Patrick Walther, Engineer Appointee; Dr. 
Richard Baker, Member-at-Large; and Kevin Rollin, Attorney Appointee. 

 
Also present was Jennifer Peshke, Attorney for the Board; Kate Pingolt 

Cotner, IRC Assistant County Attorney; Cheryl Dunn, IRC Environmental Health 
Manager and Lisa Carlson, Recording Secretary.   
 
Call to Order  

 
Chairperson Cahoy called the meeting to order at 12:30 p.m. 
 

Roll Call by Secretary 
 

The secretary called the roll and advised the Board a quorum was present.   
 
Consideration of August 6, 2015 Minutes 
  

ON MOTION BY Dr. Glade, SECONDED BY Mr. Rollin, 
the members voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the 
minutes of August 6, 2015 as presented.  

 
Additions-Deletions to Agenda  
 

Ms. Cheryl Dunn, IRC Environmental Health Manager, announced that case 
number two on the agenda, the Graves case, has been continued until the next 
hearing on December 3, 2015 due to a conflict with the attorney that represents Ms. 
Graves. 
 
Swearing In of Those Who Intend to Testify  
 
 The secretary administered the testimonial oath to those present who wished 
to testify at the meeting.   
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HEARINGS 
 
Case #528-15 – Sebastian Inn & Suites 
 

Ms. Dunn reviewed information contained in the backup regarding the 
properties of which the respondents are the current owners as of July 9, 2015. Prior 
to the sale, the Environmental Control Hearing Board issued an Order to the 
previous owners to bring all structures into total compliance by either connecting to 
County water and sewer within sixty (60) days or vacating the structures by properly 
abandoning the associated septic tanks and onsite disposal systems. The previous 
owners did not comply with this order but rather sold the Subject Property to the 
Respondent with existing violations that need to be immediately corrected. The 
Respondent was provided the past Orders from the previous owner prior to the sale 
of the property and from the ECHB Office. 

 
Ms. Dunn indicated that on August 6, 2015, the Environmental Control 

Hearing Board issued a Second Amended Order stating that the Respondent was 
given an extension of 90 days to bring the Subject Property into total compliance and 
must provide weekly updates to Ms. Dunn as to the progress of project.        

 
Ms. Dunn testified that since the August 6, 2015 meeting, environmental staff 

has not identified any additional sanitary nuisances and received correspondence 
from the respondent on September 10, 2015 that construction on Phase II of the 
project was estimated to begin in one week. However, weekly updates have not 
been provided by the Respondent as required by the Second Amended Order. 

 
 Mr. Andrew Tashbar, General Manager of Sebastian Inn & Suites, LLC, 
expressed his appreciation to the Board and the health department for giving him the 
opportunity to bring this property into code and expected the project to be completed 
on time. He apologized for his negligence in providing the weekly updates to Ms. 
Dunn and went on to show the Board a revised blueprints depicting a change in the 
sewer connections. He stated that all county permits have been pulled and the 
digging was to begin in the next week.  
 
 Discussion ensued between Ms. Dunn and Mr. Tashbar regarding some 
discrepancies in the blueprint. 
 
 Ms. Dunn voiced her concern that all waste from the buildings is captured and 
going to the sewer system because she was under the impression it was difficult to 
locate all of the tanks. She also reiterated that any pipe exiting buildings had to be 
accounted for and that the Respondent would need to apply for permits for one 
abandonment per structure. 
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 After inquiry from Dr. Baker, Mr. Tashbar explained the process of identifying 
the location of the septic tanks. 
 
 Another discussion followed between Ms. Dunn and Mr. Tashbar regarding 
discrepancies in the blueprints at which time Mr. Cahoy inquired as to the reason 
this process didn’t take place prior to this meeting. Ms. Dunn apologized for the 
confusion. 
 
 Mr. Cahoy initiated a discussion regarding the final sign-off process for this 
project to which Ms. Dunn discussed the coordination between the health 
department, utilities department and building department’s inspections. 
 
 Mr. Rollin asked Mr. Tashbar if, after the last meeting, he remembered the 
order given that he was to provide weekly updates to the health department to which 
Mr. Tashbar replied to the affirmative and added that some weeks he didn’t feel that 
he had anything to communicate. He promised to do better going forward. Mr. Rollin 
reiterated that there was an Order created by the Board that had been violated and 
felt that had it have been obeyed, this meeting would have run more smoothly. 
 
 Ms. Dunn suggested setting up a plan with set meetings until this project is 
complete and asked the Respondent for a copy of the plan as well as any updates 
as they occur so that she can respond accordingly. It was decided that the meetings 
would be at the jobsite on October 12, 2015, November 2, 2015 and November 16, 
2015 at 9:00 a.m. She stated that she will also accompany the building department 
inspector for the final inspection. 
 
 Mr. Rollin inquired as to how many project updates were sent to the 
department. Ms. Dunn and the Respondent agreed that four out of the possible eight 
updates were given. Mr. Rollin clarified that this is four violations on the last order. 
He suggested a civil fine be issued to recognize that the rule was violated.   
 

ON MOTION BY Mr. Rollin, SECONDED BY Dr. Baker, 
to assess a $1 per violation civil fine for a total of $4 
payable to the County general fund.    

 
 Mr. Tashbar stated that he didn’t purposefully not communicate with Ms. Dunn 
and that he would do better going forward.   
 

Dr. Glade inquired as to whether Mr. Rollin would be satisfied with simply 
noting that there have been four violations of this order and that pending continuing 
following of the rules, there would be no monetary expenses. He stated that he didn’t 
feel that the token fine would add anything to the weight of the sanction for the 
violation but that any further violations should amount in a stiff penalty.  Mr. Rollins 
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answered that the Respondent has a pattern of ignoring orders and that there should 
be a mechanism in place so that there’s a real recognition that there was a violation. 
  
 Mr. Walther stated that he was troubled that the Board and the County staff 
have spent a lot of time following up on this project and he found it insulting that the 
last order was not being taken seriously. He wanted to modify Mr. Rollin’s motion 
and increase the fee to $50 per infraction for a total of $200. 
 

Mr. Rollin withdrew his previous MOTION to assess a 
$1 per violation civil fine for a total of $4 to the county 
general fund.    
 
MOTION BY Mr. Walther, SECONDED BY Mr. Rollin, 
the members voted unanimously to assess the four 
violations in the past eight weeks to provide weekly 
status reports, in the amount of $50 per event for a 
total of $200.  
 
ON AMENDED MOTION BY Mr. Walther, SECONDED 
BY Mr. Rollin, the members voted unanimously to 
assess the four violations in the past eight weeks to 
provide weekly status reports, in the amount of $50 
per event for a total of $200 and to request payment 
within 30 days. 

 
 Ms. Dunn asked the board to address the deadline for project completion as 
well as the joint inspections in the form of a motion. 
 

ON MOTION BY Mr. Walther, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Cahoy, the members voted unanimously (5-0) by a roll 
call vote that the deadline for completion of the 
remediation of all existing identified violations is 
November 18, 2015. The order issued at the prior 
hearing is continued and shall be in effect until the 
next meeting which is scheduled for December 3, 
2015. Furthermore, there will be three scheduled 
meetings between the Respondents and the Health 
Department to take place at the subject property at 
9:00 on October 12, November 2, and November 16, 
2015. Specific attention is drawn to the requirement 
that the Respondent provide written weekly updates 
to the department about the progress of the 
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construction on the property and any new nuisances 
or public health related issues that are discovered. 
These weekly updates are separate from the three 
onsite meetings that are scheduled. The prior order 
issued two meetings ago for daily inspections of the 
property with the Respondent reporting any new 
conditions shall be continued. Respondents shall 
provide all information reasonably requested by the 
department including any plans, construction 
documents, engineering reports, permits, or 
information relating to remediation of the violations of 
the subject property.  

 
STIPULATIONS 
 
Case #529-15 – Sandrift Motel 
 
 Ms. Dunn reviewed information contained in the backup regarding the subject 
property at 15555 US Highway 1 in Sebastian which is the former Marker 1 
restaurant. The existing septic tank and grease trap on this property have been 
properly abandoned. The Subject Property will remain vacant until it is sold and is 
connected to county public utilities but the Respondents will maintain the property to 
ensure that there are no squatters or rodent harborage and to keep the structure 
from falling into disrepair.   
 
 Dr. Glade inquired as to whether there have been any violations. Ms. Dunn 
pointed out a dumpster area on the premises that is being maintained by the 
neighboring Sebastian Inn & Suites. 
 
 Respondent Mr. Patel confirmed that they intend to allow the Sebastian Inn & 
Suites to utilize and maintain the dumpster area for the foreseeable future. He added 
that they check the entire property regularly. 
 

ON MOTION BY Mr. Walther, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Rollin, the members voted unanimously (5-0) to 
accept the Stipulation. 

 
Case #530-15 – Punam 
 
 Ms. Dunn reviewed information contained in the backup regarding the subject 
property at 14499 US Highway 1 in Sebastian which was formally a hair salon. The 
existing septic tank has been properly abandoned. The Subject Property will remain 
vacant until it is sold and is connected to county public utilities but the Respondents 
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will maintain the property to ensure that there are no squatters or rodent harborage 
and to keep the structure from falling into disrepair.   
 

ON MOTION BY Dr. Glade, SECONDED BY Mr. Rollin, 
the members voted unanimously (5-0) to accept the 
Stipulation. 

  
Signing of Board Documents 
 
 Ms. Dunn stated there are no documents to be signed.   
 
Adjournment 
 
 There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m.   
  
 
  

 
 
  

 


