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ENTERPRISE ZONE DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
 
 Following a bus tour of the Enterprise Zone (EZ), there was a meeting of the 
Indian River County (IRC)/City of Vero Beach Enterprise Zone Development Agency 
(EZDA) on Thursday, May 11, 2006 at 9:15 a.m. in the First Floor Conference Room “A” 
at the County Administration Building, 1840 25th Street, Vero Beach, Florida. 
 
 Present were Vice Chairman Gwenda Thompson, Workforce Development Board 
Appointee; Joseph Chiarella, Financial or Insurance Appointee; Anne Douglas, 
Business in EZ Appointee; William Shelly, Resident in EZ Appointee; Karl Zimmermann, 
Local Code Enforcement Appointee; Richard Lane, Local Law Enforcement Appointee 
and Roland Guilbault, Member-at-Large Appointee. 
 
 Absent were members:  Chairman Penny Chandler, Chamber of Commerce 
Appointee; Milton Thomas, Member-at-Large Appointee (both excused); Jacqueline 
Reason, Non-profit Organization in EZ Appointee; Scott Stradley, Member-at-Large 
Appointee (both unexcused); non voting liaisons:  Councilmember Ken Daige, City of 
Vero Beach and IRC Commissioner Thomas  Lowther (both excused). 
 
 Also present were Helene Caseltine, EZ Coordinator and Reta Smith, IRC 
Assistant to the Executive Aide. 
 
 Vice Chairman Thompson called the meeting to order and everyone introduced 
themselves around the conference table.  She noted there was no formal agenda today, 
but wanted to get everyone together after the bus tour of the EZ to get some input from 
the members.  Vice Chairman Thompson said she was amazed at the number of small 
businesses she had not been aware of existing in the EZ.  She related the bus had not 
stopped to interact with any of the business owners, but felt the members got a really 
good feel as to how the business and residential areas intermingled.   
 
 Mr. Zimmermann asked Ms. Caseltine what percentage of businesses in the EZ 
were Chamber of Commerce (COC) members.  Ms. Caseltine thought it was a small 
percentage.  Mr. Zimmermann thought if the COC did some recruiting in the EZ it would 
involve businesses a little more in the communications the COC sent out about the EZ.  
Ms. Caseltine mentioned the COC had a new Membership Director and she would work 
with her on this. 
 
 Vice Chairman Thompson stated she and Ms. Caseltine planned to collaborate 
on a flyer outlining benefits of the EZ and distributing it to businesses located in the EZ.  
Mr. Shelly observed some of the businesses on today’s tour had leasing numbers to 
call, and suggested it would be a good idea to contact owners of some of the buildings 
to let them know the EZ existed.   
 
 Ms. Caseltine indicated Bridgton Real Estate had opened an office on Vero 
Beach Municipal Airport (Airport) property and they were negotiating leases for a lot of 
the available properties in the Airport.  She continued they had asked her for some EZ 
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brochures so they could pass them out to their tenants or to be used as an inducement 
to move into the EZ.    Ms. Caseltine added she had been contacted by the Airport 
Director’s office to see if she wanted to do an article in their newsletter outlining the 
benefits of the EZ.   
 

Ms. Caseltine recapped at the last meeting she had told the members she had 
received two applications for sales tax refunds on building materials, one from a 
homeowner and the other from the owner of the BellSouth building.  She related the Bell 
South building owner had received a letter from the Florida Department of Revenue 
(Department of Revenue) stating his request had been denied because he did not 
submit a copy of his building permit.  Ms. Caseltine explained renovations done to the 
building were due to hurricane damage, and the owner believed during that time 
building permits were not required so that people could get up and running quickly.  She 
said she had spoken to a Department of Revenue representative who told her the denial 
could be challenged, and Ms. Caseltine would be assisting the business owner in that 
regard.   

 
Ms. Caseltine distributed flyers about a planned EZ workshop to be held in the 

Second Floor Conference Room at the IRC Chamber of Commerce building on 
Wednesday, May 24, 2006, a copy of which is on file in the Commission office.  She 
explained she was trying to focus on local accountants and bookkeepers to make them 
aware of tax credit programs connected to the EZ, but anyone was welcome to attend.   
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

ON MOTION BY Mr. Lane, SECONDED BY Mr. Guilbault, 
the Committee voted unanimously (7-0) to approve the 
minutes of April 13, 2006 as presented. 

 
Mr. Lane recalled at the next EZ meeting scheduled for June 8, 2006, the 

Committee members were supposed to be discussing their interpretations of the Gifford 
Progressive Civic League’s report and what they thought were the viable problems that 
would impact the EZ.  Mr. Zimmermann added IRC Administrator Mr. Joseph Baird had 
promised he would have IRC staff present to discuss certain aspects of the report that 
he felt were not quite accurate.   

 
Mr. Guilbault, Mr. Zimmermann and Ms. Douglas stated they would not be 

present at the June 8, 2006 EZDA meeting. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:25 a.m.   

 
     

    


