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ENTERPRISE ZONE DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

There was a meeting of the Indian River County (IRC)/ City of Vero Beach 
(COVB) Enterprise Zone Development Agency (EZDA) on Thursday, April 8, 2010 at 
8:30 a.m. in Conference Room B1-501 at the County Administration Building B, 1800 
27th Street, Vero Beach, Florida. 

Present: 

Penny Chandler, Chamber of Commerce  

Godfrey Gipson, Non-Profit on EZ  

Richard Lane, Law Enforcement Appointee  

Gwenda Thompson, Workforce Development Appointee 

Milton Thomas, Member at Large  

Todd Westover, Member at Large 

Leroy Smith, Resident in EZ 

Absent:  

Karl Zimmermann, Code Enforcement Appointee  

Ardra Rigby, Member at Large  

Joe Chiarella, Financial or Insurance Entity 

Felicia Stewart, Business in EZ  

Joseph E. Flescher, Commissioner Liaison  

Others present:  

Helene Caseltine, Enterprise Zone Coordinator 

 Maria Resto, Commissioner Assistant 

Freddie Woolfork, Gifford Youth Activity Center 
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Call to order 

 Chairman Lane called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m. He welcomed the two 

new committee members, Mr. Leroy Smith and Mr. Todd Westover. He recognized 

Cassandra Seymour, Charter School student, as part of the audience. Chairman Lane 

asked for the addition of an item titled “City of Vero Beach Representation to the EZDA” 

to the agenda. Committee members agreed to the addition.  

Approval of Minutes  

Chairman Lane asked if there were any changes or additions to the minutes. 

Mrs. Resto pointed out the first page of the minutes should reflect Ms. Thompson as 

absent. 

ON A MOTION BY Mr. Thomas, SECONDED BY 
Ms. Chandler, the members voted unanimously, 
(7-0) to approve the minutes of February 11, 2010, 
as amended.  

Review of the Enterprise Zone Quarterly Report 

 Ms. Helene Caseltine reviewed the Enterprise Zone Quarterly Report and 

explained that the report covered the EZ activity for the period of January, 2010 through 

March, 2010. She highlighted the following information from the report: participation in 

several meetings providing information about EZ including a presentation to the Board 

of Realtors regarding incentive programs; meeting with the two new EZDA members to 

provide an overview of the agency; receipt of several calls and emails from tax 

consultants inquiring about the EZ. Ms. Caseltine added there were no requests for 

refunds for the quarter and concluded by saying she was making arrangements to hold 

an EZ workshop in the near future.  

Review of Code Enforcement Quarterly Report to the Enterprise Zone  

Committee members reviewed the Code Enforcement Report for the Enterprise 

Zone Area from January 1, 2010 through March 25, 2010. Chairman Lane asked if there 

were any comments to the report. There were none.  
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Proposed Enterprise Zone Legislation 
 

Ms. Caseltine provided a brief explanation of the proposed Senate Bill (S.B.) 

2098 EZ Economic Stimulus and S.B. 1752 Jobs for Florida. She explained S.B. 2098 

includes a proposal for reduction of sales tax refund for business equipment to a 

minimum threshold of $500 (current threshold is $5,000) and a change in the Job Tax 

Credit to include any job opening, whether it was a newly created job or not. She added 

the S.B. 1752 encompasses many programs, including EZ programs.  Ms. Caseltine 

said the S.B. eliminates condos from the sales tax refund for building materials.  

 
Committee members discussed the sales tax refund for building materials 

program. Ms. Caseltine suggested that committee members with questions about the 

program should attend the upcoming workshop or arrange for a meeting with her to 

further explain the application process.  

 
City of Vero Beach Representation to the EZDA 
 

Chairman Lane expressed his concern about the lack of participation of the 

COVB to the EZDA. He acknowledged the city council members heavy workload and 

challenges, however emphasized the importance of the COVB participation to the 

committee.  He pointed out an essential portion of the EZ, specifically the VB Municipal 

Airport, was within the COVB limits and it played a valuable role in the rejuvenations of 

the EZ. Chairman Lane suggested sending a letter to the City Manager expressing the 

committee’s concerns.  

 
Ms. Chandler inquired about the language establishing the EZDA and wondered 

whether the appointment needed to be an elected official or if it could be a staff 

member. She pointed out council members change as a result of the elections and 

explained it effects to the EZDA membership and functions.   

 
Discussion ensued regarding the COVB representation for the EZDA and a 

suggestion was made to have a representative from the VB municipal airport as the 

COVB appointee to the committee.  
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ON A MOTION BY Mr. Smith, SECONDED BY Mr. Gipson, 
the members voted unanimously, (7-0), to send a letter 
to the City of Vero Beach Manager suggesting the 
designation of a staff member from the Vero Beach 
Municipal Airport as the City of Vero Beach 
representative to the Enterprise Zone Development 
Agency.   

 
A discussion ensued regarding signage for the designated EZ. Chairman Lane 

pointed out the existence of entryway signs for the EZ. Mr. Woolfork explained it could 

be beneficial to have additional signs on heavy traveled roads inside the EZ. Ms. 

Caseltine said the Community Leaders group had a taskforce looking at entryway signs 

welcoming visitors to Indian River County on roads like I-95 and U.S. 1. She explained 

the taskforce had a few challenges putting signs in Right of Ways. A suggestion was 

made to contact the County’s public works department for a request of additional signs 

to be placed around the EZ.   

 

Committee Members Items 

Chairman Lane reminded, for the benefit of new members, the committee 

operates under the Sunshine Law and that discussion between members about matters 

that might come before the committee was prohibited.  

Public Discussion Items 

There were none. 

Other Matters  

There were none. 

Adjournment 

 There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:20 a.m. 


