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ENTERPRISE ZONE DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

 

There was a meeting of the Indian River County (IRC) / City of Vero Beach (COVB) 
Enterprise Zone Development Agency (EZDA) on Thursday, October 10, 2013 at 8:30 
a.m. in Conference Room B1-501 at the County Administration Building B, 1800 27th 
Street, Vero Beach, Florida. 
 
 
  
Present Were: 
 
Penny Chandler, IRC Chamber of Commerce, Chairman (arrived at 8:45 a.m.) 
Richard Lane, Local Law Enforcement  
Karl Zimmerman, Local Code Enforcement 
Milt Thomas, Member at Large  
Godfrey Gipson, Non-Profit in EZ  
Brian Bauer, Workforce Solutions  
Chris Russell, Member at Large  
Brian Bauer, Workforce Solutions  
 
Others Present:  
 
Laura E. Vasquez, Commissioner Assistant & Recording Secretary  
 
Absent Were:  
 
Todd Westover, Member at Large, Vice-Chairman 
Nicholas Rains, Financial or Insurance Entity  
Leroy Smith, Resident in EZ  
Eric Menger, Business in EZ (excused)  
Bob Solari, Commissioner Liaison (Non-Voting Member) 
Jay Kramer, City of Vero Beach Councilmember (Non-Voting Member) 
 
Call to Order 
 

Ms. Helene Caseltine called the meeting to order at 8:36 a.m. at which time it 
was determined there was a quorum present. 
 
Approval of Minutes – September 12, 2013 (Action Item) 
 
 Ms. Caseltine drew the committee’s attention to the heading in the meeting 
minutes, wherein the date should be changed from August 15, 2013 to September 12, 
2013.  
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ON MOTION BY Mr. Russell, SECONDED BY Mr. 
Zimmerman, the committee members voted 
unanimously (7-0) to approve the September 12, 2013 
minutes as amended. 
  

Updates 
 

a. Meeting with Representative Debbie Mayfield Scheduled  
 
 Ms. Caseltine referred to a conversation from the last EZDA meeting held on 
September 12, 2013, wherein the committee agreed to reach out to the local legislative 
delegation regarding the EZ and its upcoming sunset review process.   
 
 Ms. Caseltine informed the committee a meeting was scheduled with 
Representative Debbie Mayfield for Tuesday, October 22, 2013.  She said Penny 
Chandler, herself and Jason Nunemaker, City Manager; City of Fellsmere, would attend 
and discuss Fellsmere’s request to modify the enabling legislation to allow the original 
pursuit of the Enterprise Zone to include the City of Fellsmere as well as discuss the 
continuation of the EZ program.  
 

b. EZ Coordinators and Chambers Contacted 
 

Ms. Caseltine told the committee the Chamber sent copies of the EZDA plan to 
all the EZ Coordinators which was handed out at the EZDA meeting on September 12, 
2013. She said the EZ Coordinators stated they would follow suit and reach out to their 
local legislators.  Ms. Caseltine said the plan was also sent to other Chambers of 
Commerce that had EZs in their communities.   

 
Ms. Caseltine informed the committee she received correspondence from Mr. 

Von Hoff, State Enterprise Coordinator stating Representative Bobby Powell, West 
Palm Beach, filed House Bill 141 (HB141) changing the expiration date for the EZ from 
2015 to 2025.  A copy of HB141 is on file in the Commission office.  

 
Mr. Zimmerman inquired why Representative Powell would file HB141, at which 

time Ms. Caseltine offered to call his Legislative Assistant and inquire.  Ms. Caseltine 
said she had left messages for Senator Negron and Senator Altman requesting to 
schedule an appointment. She further stated Tom Goodson, although no longer a State 
Representative, still had an interest in Indian River County.  

 
Chairman Chandler arrived at 8:45 a.m. 
 
Ms. Caseltine told the committee the Office of Program, Policy Analysis and 

Government Accountability (OPPAGA) was EZDA’s biggest hurdle.  She said two years 
ago OPPAGA gave an unfavorable report to the House Committee during session.   
She further stated OPPAGA had sent a survey to the EZ Coordinators across the state 
of Florida inquiring about what services were being used, and if the services were 
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beneficial.  She told the committee it was unfortunate because not all EZ Coordinators 
were economic developers, so they may not be familiar with the OPPAGA questions.  
 

c. Gifford Progressive Civic League (GPCL) Meeting  
 
Chairman Chandler said a meeting with the EZDA and the GPCL was scheduled 

for Monday, February 3, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. with the following proposed topics on the 
agenda:  

 
1. Annual EZDA Report 
2. Update by Mr. Russell regarding Oculina Bank and new businesses in Gifford  
3. Invite business owners from within the EZ 

 
Mr. Russell informed the committee there was a new bakery shop scheduled to 

open, but because of the government shutdown would probably not open for another 4 
months.  

 
Mr. Zimmerman inquired if Mr. Gipson had any feedback regarding the Gifford 

Community meeting held on September 19, 2013.  Mr. Gipson replied the concern was 
when a new business opened in Gifford, if the jobs were being offered to the residents 
of Gifford.   
 
 Chairman Chandler told the committee members if they had suggestions for the 
agenda items for the EZDA meeting to please contact Ms. Caseltine.   
 
EZDA Annual Report – (Helene Caseltine)  

 
Ms. Caseltine reviewed the EZDA Annual Incentive Worksheet from October 

through September 2012-2013, a copy of which is on file in the Commission office.  
 
Ms. Caseltine advised the committee the State was going to change the time 

period for reporting to match the State’s fiscal year (July 1st through June 30th).  She 
advised the committee she would be provide a Quarterly Report which reflected 
activities from July 1st through September 30th.  She said there would be an overlap in 
the report.   

 
Ms. Caseltine told the committee the revised goals were not included in her 

report because the new goals and objectives should be completed before being 
included in the Annual Report.   
 
Committee Member Items 
  
 Mr. Brian Bauer, Workforce Solutions informed the committee of a branding 
initiative directed through the Governor’s office, entitled the “Workforce Accountability 
Act”, which required all Workforce Solutions throughout the State of Florida to have the 
same name.  Workforce Solutions will be renamed CareerSource Research Coast in the 
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first quarter of 2014.  He said a new website would be created with new e-mail 
accounts.  
 
 Mr. Bauer told the committee members a campaign would begin sometime in 
November/December, 2013 or January, 2014.   
 
 Mr. Thomas informed the committee he had written an article regarding Girard 
Equipment and said it would be published in next month’s issue of Inside Vero.   
 
 Mr. Bauer stated Workforce Solutions was in the initial stages of consolidating 
their locations in Indian River County with the focus of having everyone in one central 
location.  The mobile unit would be operating and hoped to have it made available more 
frequently in Fellsmere.  He further stated they were looking for a location where they 
can lock the unit, to avoid having it driven from Vero Beach to Fellsmere.  He said  
approximately 4,000 sq. feet was needed. 
   
Public Discussion Items  
 
  Mr. Zimmerman inquired if the Chamber had a record of how many new jobs 
were created within the EZ and how many were actually filled by the residents of 
Gifford.    
 
 Mr. Gipson used an example of the Aquaculture in Fellsmere and said some 
residents were not aware the company was located in Indian River County. He 
suggested news media coverage for new businesses to help get the word out.    
 
 Mr. Zimmerman said the name change of Workforce Solutions should be spread 
throughout the community so the residents know where to search and access the 
services Workforce had to offer.   
 

Mr. Bauer agreed and stated Workforce Solutions also helped employers with 
subsidized payment for “on the job training”.  He suggested informing the new business 
owners of this service.  

 
A conversation ensued regarding past projects in Gifford that were somehow not 

started or completed.  
 
Next Meeting Date 
 
 The next Enterprise Zone Development Agency meeting will be on Thursday, 
November 14, 2013. 
 
Adjournment 

 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 9:25 a.m. 


