METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION
A meeting of the Indian River County (IRC) Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO)
was held at 10:00 AM on Wednesday, May 12, 2021, conducted through Zoom, and hosted in
County Administration Building “B”, Room B1-501, 1800 27th Street, Vero Beach, Florida for
those unable to attend virtually.

Note: Audio and video recordings of the meeting can be found at
http://www.ircgov.com/Boards/MPO/2021.htm
MPO Members in Attendance:
Commissioner Susan Adams, District 1
Commissioner Joseph Flescher, District 2, Chairman
Commissioner Joe Earman, District 3
Commissioner Peter O’Bryan, District 4
Commissioner Laura Moss, District 5
Brian Foley, Mayor, Town of Indian River Shores
Honey Minuse, City of Vero Beach
Ed Dodd, Mayor, City of Sebastian
Bob McPartlan, City of Sebastian
Brian Barefoot, Indian River County School Board
Rey Neville, City of Vero Beach (arrived late)
Gerald “Jerry” Renick, City of Fellsmere (arrived late)
Members Absent:
Mary Jane Benedetto, Town of Orchid (non-voting member)
Staff in Attendance:
Brian Freeman, MPO Staff Director
Jim Mann, MPO Senior Planner
Jon Howard, MPO Senior Planner
Phil Matson, IRC Community Development Director
Rich Szpyrka, IRC Public Works Director
Jason Brown, County Administrator
Others Present:
Christine Fasiska and Kris Kehres, FDOT
Joseph Paladin, Indian River Neighborhood Association
Bill Rigby, West Wabasso Progressive Civic League
Becky Afonso, Florida Bicycle Association
Tom Davis, Vero Lake Estates (VLE)
Mary Rue, Sylvester McIntosh Sr., Wabasso Citizens
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Bob Auwaerter, David Hunter, Churchill Gehr, Laura & Hugh Aaron, Amy Banov, Bike Walk of
Indian River County (BWIRC)
Beth Sobol, Larry Luedtke, Sandra Dekker, John Sansburn, Barry Barker, and Carol Trombley,
Vero Cycling
Others present via Zoom:
Maria Formoso, Marsha Taylor, Victoria Williams, and Caren Gardner-Young, FDOT
Brian Fuller, Metric Engineering
Kathleen Dempsey, The Corradino Group
Tom Lanahan, Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council
Tyler Fox, Interested Citizen
Call to Order
Chairman Flescher called the meeting to order at 10:01 AM. It was noted there was an
in-person quorum present.
Presentation of Florida Bicycle Association Volunteer of the Year Award to Dave Hunter.
Mr. Mann opened the presentation by giving some background on the recipient, Mr.
Dave Hunter. Mr. Hunter serves the community as a bike liaison, volunteering for bike safety
courses, and helmet fittings. Ms. Becky Afonso, Florida Bicycle Association, spoke of Dave’s
commitment and read the recognition letter. Mr. Hunter was presented the award, and
pictures were taken. Mr. Hunter wanted to thank everyone who has helped him and made this
possible.
Approval of Minutes of the MPO Meeting March 10, 2021.
Action Required
Chairman Flescher asked if there were any additions or corrections to the MPO meeting
minutes of March 10, 2021. Ms. Minuse would like the adjournment statement to read:
“There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:59 AM.” The
Recording Secretary will make the requested amendment.
ON MOTION by Commissioner Adams, and SECONDED by Mr.
McPartlan, the members voted (12-0) to approve the minutes of
the Metropolitan Planning Organization March 10, 2021
meeting, with the requested amendment.
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Status Report of MPO Advisory Committees.
No Action Required
Mr. Freeman reviewed his memorandum, dated May 4, 2021, included in the agenda
packet and on file in the MPO Office. He also noted the next meeting dates for the MPO and its
advisory committees.
Consideration of the CR 510 Widening Project.
Action Requested by FDOT
Mr. Freeman opened the discussion noting the presence, via Zoom, of Ms. Maria
Formoso, FDOT, and Mr. Brian Fuller, Metric Engineering. Mr. Freeman stated the widening of
CR 510 has been the number one priority of the MPO for many years. Mr. Freeman called
attention to the wall where there is a plot of the area included in this project. A power point
presentation was also shown. A copy of this presentation is on file in the MPO office.
This item was on the MPO’s agenda for the March 10th meeting, at which a
recommendation was made to postpone the vote on this project until a public workshop in
person could be held. The virtual meeting was held on Monday, April 19 at 5:30 pm. MPO staff
coordinated with the City of Sebastian to provide an in person location at the Sebastian City
Hall. There were about a dozen people that came in person (including elected officials) and
approximately 60 tuned in virtually.
Mr. Freeman provided a summary of the April 19 virtual public workshop. A
presentation was shown and following was a question and answer session. Some of the
comments provided during that meeting included the speed limit through the roundabout, the
ability of trucks safely negotiating the roundabout, drivers’ learning curve through the
roundabout, and how bicycles and pedestrians would navigate through the roundabout. There
were comments both in support and against this roundabout, with more against than in favor.
The widening of 66th Avenue was discussed, which will be occur during this timeframe, if not
maybe a little ahead of this phase of the CR 510. Some of the questions asked were regarding
the traffic signals at 64th Avenue and 70th Avenue, also known as Power Line Road; these two
intersections will be receiving full traffic signals. Also questions on the amount of right-of-way
needed for the project and some access locations for driveways from the Wabasso area
residents.
Mr. Freeman showed a power point presentation depicting the enhancements since the
last meeting, noting the Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFB) will be added to aid
pedestrians and bicyclists navigate the roundabout. Mr. Freeman further added that both the
TAC and CAC have voted for approval of this project including the roundabout.
After the presentation, the floor was opened up for questions, comments and concerns.
There were questions regarding sidewalks, ingress and egress for the Wabasso residents and
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improved access points. A question was asked if a separate local study could be done to help
clear up some concerns. Another comment was that with all future developments that there is
a long range process to address concerns from residents in the nearby affected areas and they
should be prioritized. Connectivity is a very important issue and should be looked at. Some
residents voiced concerns whether this will help the current traffic issues. A statement was
directed to FDOT thanking them for efforts to solicit public comments. As far as the negative
responses, it could be due to the unfamiliarity of roundabouts.
Chairman Flescher opened the floor for any additional comments from the board.
There being no further comments, the item was open for motion.
ON MOTION BY Commissioner Adams, and SECONDED by
Commissioner O’Bryan, the members voted (12-0) to approve
the Roundabout in the CR 510 Widening project.
A consensus of the participants would like to see a traffic study done to address the
connectivity issues.
Presentation on Recent Nonmotorized Traffic Count Study at Transit Stops.
No Action Required
This item was tabled for a later meeting due to time constraints.
Consideration of MPO Mobility Measures Profile
No Action Required
This item was tabled for a later meeting due to time constraints.
Other Business.
Request for Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon (RRFB) at Barber Bridge Crosswalk.
Mr. Freeman introduced this item and turned the presentation over to Mr. Bob
Auwaerter, a representative from Bike Walk of Indian River County (BWIRC). Mr. Auwaerter
showed a power point presentation showing the need to install the rectangular rapid flashing
beacons (RRFB) at the intersection of A1A and the Barber Bridge. It would be similar to those
recently installed at A1A and Greytwig Road. Mr. Auwaerter stated these are the same type
that have been included with the CR 510 Widening Project Roundabout. Mr. Auwaerter
expressed his concerns that this type of flashing beacons will draw attention to pedestrian and
bicycle traffic thereby reducing accidents.
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Chairman Flescher opened the floor for any additional comments from the board.
There being no further comments, the item was open for motion.
ON MOTION BY Commissioner O’Bryan, and SECONDED by Mr.
Neville, the members voted (12-0) to request that FDOT install
the Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon (RRFB) at the Barber
Bridge Crosswalk.
Update on the 17th Street Bridge Repair Project by FDOT.
Mr. Freeman introduced Mr. Kris Kehres, from FDOT, who presented an update on the
17 Street Bridge Repair Project. Mr. Kehres stated this is a temporary maintenance project
and covered the aspects of these repairs, but stated the bridge is safe to use. Mr. Kehres
explained in fiscal year 2024 ten spans of the bridge near the east end will be replaced. The
estimated cost of this project will be $6.5 million dollars. Mr. Kehres also provided his contact
information if anything further is needed.
th

Comments from the Public
There were none.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:35 AM.
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