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MEETING OF THE 
PUBLIC SAFETY COUNCIL (PSC)  

FOR CRIMINAL JUSTICE, MENTAL HEALTH, & SUBSTANCE ABUSE 
    
A meeting of the Public Safety Council for Criminal Justice, Mental Health, & Substance Abuse 
(hereafter referred to as the PSC) was held on Wednesday, April 24, 2019 at 3:00 PM in Conference 
Room B1-501 of the County Administration Building B, 1800 27th Street, Vero Beach, Florida.  You may 
hear an audio of the meeting and review the agenda and minutes on the IRC website:  
www.ircgov.com/Boards/PSC/2019.  
 
PSC Members Present 
Chris Taylor (alt. for Bruce Colton), State Attorney 
Alan Hunt (alternate for Diamond Litty), Public Defender 
Elizabeth Metzger, Chief Judge, 19th Judicial Circuit  
David Morgan, County Judge 
Selby Strickland, Chief Correctional Officer, Chairman  
David E. Currey, Chief, Vero Beach Police Dept 
Mike Davis, FL Dept of Corrections 
Joseph Flescher, IRC Board of County Commissioners (BCC) 
Carrie Lester-Maynard, Executive Director, Substance Awareness Center of IRC 
George Shopland, President/CEO, New Horizons Treasure Coast  
Gwen Morse (alt. for Ann Berner), SE Florida Behavioral Health Network (SEFBHN) 
Barbara Devoe (alt. for Carol Martin), Director of Consumer Services, Mental Health Assoc. of IRC 
Kathy Jones, Women’s Recovery Assistance Program Manager, Substance Awareness Center 
 
PSC Members Absent 
Suzanne Caudell, Director, C.O.R.E. 
Deryl Loar, IRC Sheriff 
Myra Zilahy, Circuit Administrator, 19th Judicial Circuit 
Dedilia Finlayson, Detention Facility Director, FL DJJ 
Valerie Smith, National Alliance on Mental Illness 
Wydee’a E. Wilson, Chief Probation Officer, FL DJJ 
Louise Hubbard, Executive Director, Treasure Coast Homeless Services 

 
Others Present  
Cynthia Cox, Circuit Judge 
Roy Hudson, St. Lucie County Pretrial Supervision Program 
 
IRC Staff 
Dylan Reingold, County Attorney 
Ed Offutt, Commissioner Assistant, Recording Secretary 
 
Call to Order 
(3:03 PM)  Chairman Strickland called the meeting to order at 3:03 PM; a quorum was noted. 
 
Election of the Chairman and Vice Chairman 
 

(3:04 PM)  ON MOTION BY Judge Morgan, SECONDED BY Judge Metzger, the 
members voted unanimously (13-0) to elect as Selby Strickland as Chairman.  
 
(3:05 PM)  ON MOTION BY Commissioner Flescher, SECONDED BY Judge Morgan, 
the members voted unanimously (13-0) to elect Chief David Currey as Vice 
Chairman.  

 



PSC/Approved 2 April 24, 2019 

Approval of the PSC Minutes 
 

(3:06 PM) ON MOTION BY Judge Metzger, SECONDED BY Chief Currey, the 
members voted unanimously (13-0) to approve the minutes from the 
December 5, 2018 meeting. 

 
Pretrial Supervision Program Presentation (Mr. Roy Hudson) 
(3:07 PM)  Mr. Hudson introduced the St. Lucie County (SLC) Pretrial Supervision Program (PSP) to 
the PSC. (Recorder’s note: some PSC members were already quite familiar with the PSP.  See 
Attachment 1 for an overview pamphlet that reviews the program’s highlights.)  Mr. Hudson stated that 
the PSP – a liaison between the SLC BCC and the SLC Public Safety Committee – began in 2007 as 
the result of a lawsuit against SLC for jail overcrowding.  Since its inception, the PSP has expanded to 
offer services in Okeechobee and Martin Counties, with Martin County added as of October 1st, 2018.  
Mr. Hudson affirmed that the PSP was willing to train and assist other counties starting their own 
programs, or contract to provide such services.  He further detailed that there are typically about 170 
individuals in the PSP program at any time in SLC, and that the PSP had saved over $6M in “bed nights” 
in SLC jails, thereby benefitting both the general public and local law enforcement. 
 
(3:18 PM)  Judge Morgan asked whether the PSP receives any funding from program users, but Mr. 
Hudson said all PSP funds come from the county, not the accused.  Mr. Reingold asked who the PSP’s 
primary liaison was in Martin County, and Mr. Hudson replied it was the sheriff’s office, although the 
contract is through the Martin County BCC.  Mr. Reingold inquired about how many individuals were in 
the PSP in Martin County; Mr. Hudson replied “32,” as of that morning.  Ms. Maynard wondered how 
long people spend in the PSP and under what constraints, and Mr. Hudson explained that the timeframe 
can vary quite a bit due to the different offenses (both felonies and misdemeanors) and that judges can 
select from a menu of options on the “Pretrial Supervision Order” (see Attachment 2 for a sample, blank 
copy of such an order from Martin County). 
 
(3:26 PM)  Judge Morgan wanted to know if “weekend PSP” was a possibility (as opposed to jail time 
served only on weekends), and Mr. Hudson stated the while PSP had not been used this way up to 
now, there was capability to use that technique if so tasked.  Mr. Hudson also disclosed that PSP in 
Martin County currently has three full-time employees.  Judge Metzger added that PSP allows for real 
accountability of “no drinking” and “house arrest” orders, and that “return to court” requirements were 
more likely to be heeded under the PSP.  Judge Cox recounted that she’d grown to rely on the program, 
especially in instances of domestic violence, drug abuse, and mental health; she remarked that the PSP 
assures oversight and “instantaneous public safety.”  Judge Metzger then explained how the PSP, by 
eliminating the need for bail bonds, can assist with equitable treatment of defendants from different 
economic backgrounds that are involved in similar crimes.   
 
(3:38 PM)  Chairman Strickland disclosed that it costs $93 per day to house a healthy inmate at the IRC 
jail, but that costs can be much higher when considering that 30% of inmates are mentally ill and others 
are physically ill.  Commissioner Flescher inquired about the PSP’s budget, and Mr. Hudson replied 
that for SLC his budget was typically between $850-900K per year, and for Martin County about $250K 
per year.  He explained that the numbers are influenced by what’s provided by the county:  for instance, 
Martin County provides laptop computers, cell phones, and office space. 
 
Commissioner’s Matters 
(3:42 PM)  There were no commissioner’s matters. 
 
Committee Members Matters 
(3:42 PM)  Mr. Reingold remarked that the PSC had voted unanimously to apply for a new grant through 
the SEFBHN, and that SEFBHN and other parties had worked hard on extending the current grant to 
make new progress, but IRC was not on the list of entities receiving another grant and that the current 
grant would expire on January 31st, 2020.  He added there would be other conversations to discuss 
“next steps.”  Chairman Strickland declared that the IRC sheriff’s budget for mental health court was 
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$212K and the grant had added an additional $400K to that amount for a total of $612K; without the 
grant, the mental health court would not be sustainable. 
 
Chairman’s Matters 
(3:44 PM)  There were none. 
  
Public Discussion Items 
(3:44 PM)  Judge Morgan asked where the PSC “goes from here” in regard to the PSP in IRC.  Mr 
Reingold advised that he would be happy to serve as the researcher for IRC.  Judge Metzger asserted 
that it would be wise to bring PSP to IRC since the other three counties within the 19th Judicial Circuit 
are already using the program and the judges do rotate at times.  Mr. Reingold cautioned that it could 
be late in the FY 2020 budget cycle to add the PSP, but Commissioner Flescher felt it was still possible 
to be approved for FY2020, especially in light of the potential cost savings.   
 

(3:59 PM) ON MOTION BY Chief Currey, SECONDED BY Commissioner 
Flescher, the members voted unanimously (13-0) to support PSP and 
authorize Mr. Reingold to complete further research and present the 
concept as an agenda item at the IRC BCC. 

  
(4:00 PM)  Judge Cox offered to meet with the other IRC commissioners ahead of time.  Mr. Reingold 
stated he would keep the PSC completely informed as to his actions and research efforts. 
 
Adjournment 
(4:05 PM)  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:05 PM.  
 
Attachment 
Attachment 1 – Information pamphlet on SLC BCC Pretrial Supervision Program 
Attachment 2 – Sample Pretrial Supervision Order 


