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MEETING OF THE 
PUBLIC SAFETY COUNCIL (PSC)  

FOR CRIMINAL JUSTICE, MENTAL HEALTH, & SUBSTANCE ABUSE 
    
A meeting of the Public Safety Council for Criminal Justice, Mental Health, & Substance Abuse 
(hereafter referred to as the PSC) was held on Friday, February 28, 2020 at 12:00 PM in Conference 
Room B1-501 of the County Administration Building B, 1800 27th Street, Vero Beach, Florida.  You may 
hear an audio of the meeting and review the agenda and minutes on the IRC website:  
www.ircgov.com/Boards/PSC/2020.  
 
PSC Members Present 
Selby Strickland, Chief Correctional Officer, Chairman  
Ann Berner, SE Florida Behavioral Health Network (SEFBHN) 
Suzanne Caudell, Director, C.O.R.E. 
David E. Currey, Chief, Vero Beach Police Dept 
Mike Davis, FL Dept of Corrections 
Joseph Flescher, IRC Board of County Commissioners (BCC) 
Louise Hubbard, Executive Director, Treasure Coast Homeless Services 
Carrie Lester, Executive Director, Substance Awareness Center of IRC 
Alan Hunt (alternate for Diamond Litty), Public Defender 
Kathy Jones, Women’s Recovery Assistance Program Manager, Substance Awareness Center 
Lawrence Mirman, Chief Judge, 19th Judicial Circuit  
Jennifer Bresnahan (for George Shopland), President/CEO, New Horizons Treasure Coast  
Myra Zilahy, Circuit Administrator, 19th Judicial Circuit 
 
PSC Members Absent 
Bruce Colton, State Attorney 
Dedilia Finlayson, Detention Facility Director, FL DJJ 
Deryl Loar, IRC Sheriff 
Carol Martin, Director of Consumer Services, Mental Health Assoc. of IRC 
David Morgan, County Judge 
Valerie Smith, National Alliance on Mental Illness 
Wydee’a E. Wilson, Chief Probation Officer, FL DJJ 

 
Others Present  
Cynthia Cox, Circuit Judge 
Nicole Menz, Circuit Judge 
Wendy Parent, 19th Judicial Circuit 
Philip Spinda, Court Programs of the Treasure Coast 
 
IRC Staff 
Dylan Reingold, County Attorney 
Ed Offutt, Commissioner Assistant, Recording Secretary 
 
Call to Order 
 
(12:05 PM)  Chairman Strickland called the meeting to order; a quorum was noted. 
 
Approval of the PSC Minutes 
 

(12:05 PM) ON MOTION BY Ms. Caudell, SECONDED BY Commissioner 
Flescher, the members voted unanimously (13-0) to approve the minutes 
from the April 24, 2019, meeting. 
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Election of the Chairman and Vice Chairman 
 

(12:08 PM)  ON MOTION BY Commissioner Flescher, SECONDED BY Chief Currey, 
the members voted unanimously (13-0) to elect as Selby Strickland as Chairman.  
 
(12:10 PM)  ON MOTION BY Commissioner Flescher, SECONDED BY Mr. Hunt, the 
members voted unanimously (13-0) to elect Chief David Currey as Vice Chairman.  

 
Pretrial Service Discussion (D. Reingold) 
 
(12:11 PM)  Mr. Reingold reported that the BCC did not adopt the recommendation for a publically-
funded pretrial supervision program, as brought before the Board in the summer of 2019.  However, he 
informed the PSC that he’d been previously unaware of an existing, private pretrial program offered by 
a company called Court Programs of the Treasure Coast (CPTC).  Judge Cox asked if CPTC was 
capable of accepting County contracts for indigent defendants.  Mr. Spinda, owner of CPTC, replied 
that he’d been in business since 2012 and worked many contingencies, including house arrest, 
misdemeanors, alcohol-related house arrest, battery, driving under the influence, domestic violence, 
retail grand theft, aggravated battery, narcotics, and more.  Mr. Spinda added that he operates 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week to enforce location-based restrictions, victim exclusion zones, and drug 
testing regimens, and that he had worked with both drug and mental health courts.  For female clients, 
he emphasized that his wife is his business partner.  Mr. Spinda quoted a price of $13 per person per 
day for supervision, but detailed that the price would go down with more cases and that he could 
personally monitor 50 prisoners before he’d have to hire an employee (other than his wife).  Mr. Spinda 
concluded his presentation by describing the types of ankle devices he used for tracking movements 
and reviewing their security features.  Chairman Strickland asked if all of CPTC’s cases were ordered 
by IRC judges, and Mr. Spinda answered in the affirmative (with a few exceptions).  Judge Cox inquired 
as to whether Mr. Spinda visited homes while completing his duties and what actions he would take in 
the event of violations; Mr. Spinda revealed that he had a warrant and would make home visits on 
occasion, and that any violations would result in an affidavit of violation to the applicable judge.   
 
(12:20 PM)  Mr. Spinda further related that, on average, he would spend about three-to-six months on 
an average case, with some lasting a month or less and some a year or more.  He quoted a charge of 
$141 as an opening cost for any case, with $50 assessed to cuff an accused person and $91 for the 
first week of monitoring.  Mr. Spinda recalled that, since 2017, only 12 monitoring orders had gone 
unfulfilled: some of these were related to judicial changes, a few couldn’t afford the service, and a few 
others simply chose to serve their sentences in jail.  Judge Mirman commented that a judge shouldn’t 
refer a case to CPTC if the accused couldn’t pay for the service, and commented that establishing who 
would pay for the service would be critical to “leveling the playing field.”  Mr. Hunt avowed that the St. 
Lucie County program works only because their County pays for it, and felt that a public program would 
work for IRC as well.  Judge Mirman explained that a pretrial program lowered the risk of flight and 
stated his belief that Martin County has experienced substantial financial savings; he thought it was 
good that IRC had a private program, but saw the continued need for a public one. In response to a 
question from Ms. Berner, Mr. Spinda stated that he would perform drug testing on a client at a cost of 
$50 per visit.    
 
(12:34 PM)  Judge Cox recalled the $50,000 trust fund grant previously provided to cover the cost of 
drug testing for indigent defendants, but she divulged that some of the IRC commissioners weren’t 
concerned about the program cost and simply felt it was the right thing to do to help people who should 
be at work supporting their families.  Mr. Spinda elaborated that, for 1000’ exclusion zones, he would 
receive alerts when an accused person entered within five miles of the prohibited location, and he 
specified that he performed his own transportation and had experienced only two instances where a 
person cut off a bracelet or fled the county.   
 
(12:43 PM)  Chairman Strickland asserted that IRC Sheriff Loar was more in favor of a private pretrial 
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program, citing that some people have significant medical issues resulting in large costs for the County.  
Commissioner Flescher felt that another discussion was needed, and Mr. Reingold stated he could 
research the questions posed by the PSC.  Judge Cox advised that the BCC had wanted the costs of 
the public pretrial program included within the Sheriff Department’s budget, and Mr. Reingold told the 
PSC that he would research the costs with the County Administrator and Budget Director.  Judge 
Mirman questioned why IRC would want to operate in a different fashion than the surrounding counties; 
Mr. Reingold answered that cost was major motivator, and Judge Cox stated that a private program 
was a compromise position.  Judge Mirman countered that “half measures can be worse than no 
measures,” and declared that there must be a reason for other counties having a public program.  Judge 
Cox reaffirmed that St. Lucie County felt a public program was cheaper.  Judge Mirman stated that the 
program was a good tool for judges, and that people should have a right to such services.  
Commissioner Flescher agreed that he was not generally in favor of privatization, although he stated 
his belief that any bracelet could be cut off.  Mr. Spinda reemphasized that he’d had only two attempted 
cuts in eight years, and Judge Cox stated that judges should be able to discern the flight risk, making 
pretrial services an excellent tool.  Mr. Reingold wondered if there was a different set of risks between 
people of means and others, but acknowledged that there are 12 people walking around IRC right now 
using pretrial services, but only if they can afford it.  Mr. Spinda affirmed that pretrial supervision allows 
people to do what they need to do, but precludes them from doing what they want to do.  

 
(1:09 PM) ON MOTION BY Ms. Berner, SECONDED BY Mr. Hunt, the 
members voted unanimously (13-0) to advocate the pre-trial program to the 
BCC, and recommend the County further research any budget issues. 

 
(1:10 PM)  Judge Cox stated that the conversation had provided many factors to consider, but that it 
was important to verify the Sheriff supported whatever idea was forwarded by the PSC.  Commissioner 
Flescher expressed his preference for a line item in the Sheriff’s budget for a public program, and 
wondered whether it made more sense to act immediately or wait until November to see how the political 
climate might change. 
 
Amendment to the Southeast Florida Behavioral Health Network Grant (A. Berner) 
 
(1:10 PM)  Ms. Berner stated that IRC had been approved for a no-cost extension to its current grant 
through June 30, 2020.  (NOTE:  The purpose of the grant is to divert adults and juveniles with mental 
illness or substance abuse disorder from further criminal action.)  An additional grant for the next three 
years was applied for but disapproved due to concerns about sustainability and oversight (on the second 
point, the application’s score was reduced due to the fact that the PSC was not a regularly-scheduled 
meeting).  Judge Menz asked if there was a recommendation given as to the frequency the PSC should 
be held.  Ms. Berner suggested meetings on the last Friday of each quarter, starting in May, at noon, 
with a commitment of three years.  There was general consensus amongst the PSC that this time slot 
was achievable for most members.  Mr. Reingold asked Ms. Berner to please provide him with the final 
submission so he could advise the BCC.  Ms. Berner expressed her strong belief that the package 
would be approved, at an estimated value of $400,000, given the new meeting schedule. 
 
Commissioner’s Matters 
 
(1:19 PM)  There were no commissioner’s matters. 
 
Committee Members Matters 
 
(1:19 PM)  There were none. 
 
Chairman’s Matters 
 
(1:20 PM)  There were none. 
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Public Discussion Items 
 
(1:20 PM)  There were none.   
 
Adjournment 
 
(1:20 PM)  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  
 
 


