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MEETING OF THE 
PUBLIC SAFETY COUNCIL (PSC)  

FOR CRIMINAL JUSTICE, MENTAL HEALTH, & SUBSTANCE ABUSE 
    
A meeting of the Public Safety Council for Criminal Justice, Mental Health, & Substance Abuse 
(hereafter referred to as the PSC) was held on Friday, February 26, 2021, at 12:00 PM in 
Conference Room B1-501 of the County Administration Building B, 1800 27th Street, Vero Beach, 
Florida.  You may hear an audio of the meeting and review the agenda and minutes on the IRC 
website at www.ircgov.com/Boards/PSC/2021.  
 
PSC Members Present 
David E. Currey, Chairman, Chief of Vero Beach Police Dept 
Eric Flowers, Vice Chairman, IRC Sheriff’s Office (IRCSO) 
Thomas Bakkedahl, State Attorney (via Zoom – not countable for quorum) 
Dorothy Naumann (for Diamond Litty), Public Defender (via Zoom – not countable for quorum) 
Lawrence Mirman, Chief Judge, 19th Judicial Circuit (via Zoom – not countable for quorum) 
Nicole Menz, County Judge 
Milo Thornton, IRCSO Chief Correctional Officer (late arrival) 
Michael White (for Mike Davis), FL Dept of Corrections 
Myra Zilahy, Circuit Administrator, 19th Judicial Circuit (via Zoom – not countable for quorum) 
Joseph Flescher, IRC Board of County Commissioners (BCC) 
Suzanne Caudell, Director, C.O.R.E. 
Carrie Lester, Executive Director, Substance Awareness Center of IRC 
Heather Roberts (for Pat Austin), President/CEO, New Horizons Treasure Coast  
Amanda Busbin (for Ann Berner), SE Florida Behavioral Health Network (SEFBHN) 
Barbara Devoe (for Carol Martin), Director of Consumer Services, Mental Health Assoc. of IRC 
Kathy Jones, Women’s Recovery Assistance Program Manager, Substance Awareness Center 
Valerie Smith, National Alliance on Mental Illness 
Louise Hubbard, Executive Director, Treasure Coast Homeless Services 
Nathan Peterson, Chief Probation Officer, FL DJJ (via Zoom – not countable for quorum) 
 
PSC Members Absent 
Dedilia Finlayson, Detention Facility Director, FL DJJ 

 
IRC Staff 
Dylan Reingold, County Attorney 
Ed Offutt, Commissioner Assistant, Recording Secretary 

_____________________________________ 
 
Call to Order 
 
(12:02 PM)  Vice Chairman Currey called the meeting to order; a quorum was noted. 
 
Election of Officers for 2021   
 

(12:02 PM) ON A MOTION BY Commissioner Flescher, SECONDED BY Judge 
Menz, the members voted unanimously (18-0) to elect Chief Currey as 
Chairman for 2021.  (Maj Thornton arrived late to the meeting.) 
 
(12:04 PM) ON A MOTION BY Commissioner Flescher, SECONDED BY Judge 
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Menz, the members voted unanimously (18-0) to elect Sheriff Flowers as Vice 
Chairman for 2021.  (Maj Thornton arrived late to the meeting.) 

 
Approval of the PSC Minutes 
 

(12:05 PM) ON A MOTION BY Ms. Caudell, SECONDED BY Ms. Busbin, 
the members voted unanimously (18-0) to approve the minutes from 
the September 25, 2020, meeting.  (Maj Thornton arrived late to the 
meeting.) 
 

Southeast Florida Behavioral Health Network Grant (A. Busbin) 
 
(12:06 PM)  Ms. Busbin reviewed the performance statistics for the Southeast Florida Behavioral 
Health Network Grant expansion (“the Grant”), asserting that the new process is working well by 
citing a lower arrest rate for re-offenders than that reported at the ending period of the last Grant, 
although she added that the number of people being seen is still high and the COVID-19 pandemic 
has affected statistical measurements across the board.  Judge Menz avowed that the two new 
case managers had made a great difference to the mental health court, but that the number of 
cases was still increasing.  Mr. Reingold asked for a comparison of previous statistics to what’s 
being seen now.  Ms. Busbin answered that, as the conclusion of the prior Grant had neared, the 
team worked hard to reduce the overall number of cases to between 60 and 80; this would equate 
to 15-20 clients apiece for each of the four case managers (specifically, two court case managers 
plus the two new-hire “wraparound” case managers, targeted for high-utilizers).  (Note: 
“wraparound” case managers have high-fidelity training and a comprehensive certification 
process.)  Overall, 102 clients had been seen in the last quarter, but not all of these were enrolled 
at once.  Judge Menz remarked that each case manager was operating at maximum capacity, 
and another wraparound case manager would be helpful.  Mr. Reingold asked how to hire more 
case managers within the Grant we currently have, and Ms. Busbin advised that “buy-in” from the 
BCC would be very helpful, especially in terms of hiring another person.  She said that if it became 
apparent that more Grant funding would be available after the program had documented its 
effectiveness, SEFBHN could consider hiring at least another part-time manager.   
 
(12:11 PM)  Ms. Lester said that the case managers trained in the wraparound model would 
provide the most benefit, and Ms. Busbin agreed but added that a new manager most likely would 
not have had this training.  Chairman Currey asked how many people typically graduated from 
mental health court, and Judge Menz replied that 15-20 was a typical number, and that about 18 
would matriculate in the next class.  Chief Currey wondered about size limits in each graduating 
class, and Judge Menz said the mental health court was “taking in” about three people every two 
weeks, and most of those would stay for several months.  Mr. Reingold asked if Judge Menz’s 
office could send notices in advance of the graduations, and she agreed, specifying that the next 
graduation would occur on Tuesday, April 20th, at 2:30 PM.  Ms. Busbin commented that, with 
case numbers growing as they are, the prolonged effect of the COVID-19 pandemic would push 
even more people beyond their ability to cope, resulting in more substance abuse and mental 
health problems.  Sheriff Flowers lamented the fact that every time a federal stimulus check is 
pushed to the public, there is a corresponding increase in substance abuse cases.  Ms. Hubbard 
commented on the number of homeless veterans she’s been working with lately, and detailed 
how rising costs had caused the VA to cut off funding for hotel stays.  Ms. Busbin noted that 
SEFBHN was opening a new permanent housing facility in Palm Beach County and offered the 
organization’s help wherever it was needed; she also mentioned a new veterans’ housing 
development in West Palm Beach.  Ms. Busbin concluded by saying that she would forward the 
quarterly Grant reports to the PSC, allowing the members to see progress toward the end targets. 
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Commissioner’s Matters 
 
(12:20 PM)  There were none. 
 
Committee Members Matters 
 
(12:20 PM)  Ms. Smith inquired as to why the Cleveland Clinic was not represented on the PSC.  
Mr. Reingold stated that the constitution of the Council was prescribed by Florida Statute and IRC 
Resolution, but offered to invite a non-voting representative to the meetings if the members 
wished.  Sheriff Flowers proposed that Ann Posey from the Cleveland Clinic’s Indian River 
Behavioral Health Center might be a good choice to attend the PSC, but added that, if the 
members felt strongly about including the Cleveland Clinic, he would also recommend contacting 
Lawnwood Regional Medical Center’s IRC-based staff.  Sheriff Flowers said he would provide 
appropriate contacts to Mr. Reingold. 
 
Chairman’s Matters 
 
(12:24 PM)  There were none. 
  
Public Discussion Items 
 
(12:24 PM)  Sheriff Flowers revealed that improved community outreach was a major goal for his 
administration, and that he would emphasize Community Oriented Police Enforcement (COPE) 
and victim’s services.  He communicated that he was seeking additional resources to deal 
specifically with homelessness, domestic violence, substance abuse, and risk protection order 
(weapons confiscation) follow-up efforts.  Commissioner Flescher asserted that he was very 
happy with the direction Sheriff Flowers was taking and felt that returning to COPE was “moving 
back to go forward.”  He also mentioned the importance of attending drug court graduation 
ceremonies to show support.  Ms. Lester shared her thoughts on the great progress being made 
at the mental health court, and Judge Menz commented on the number of people moving from 
the drug court to the mental health court.  Ms. Lester mentioned the benefits that might be realized 
if the drug court had an assigned case manager, and Judge Menz offered to invite Judge Michael 
Linn to the next PSC meeting to speak about the drug court.  Ms. Naumann responded that her 
office would like to see more cooperation in moving offenders into the drug court, and felt that it 
would be wise to keep the drug court close to full capacity because “so many people want (those 
services).”  
 
(12:32 PM)  Maj Thornton arrived at the meeting. 
 
Adjournment 
 
(12:35 PM)  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  
 
 


