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Frequently Asked Questions



Sea Turtles FAQ
2 of 5

Question: Where can I go to see a turtle or watch one lay a nest? 
Answer: Sea Turtles are protected animals that have strict laws outlining what 
can be done with these species. The recommended and most humane method 
of viewing wild sea turtles is to attend a FWC permitted event held by various 
groups. Click HERE to find one near you! You visit one of Florida’s sea turtle 
hospitals. 

Question: When do sea turtles start to nest?
Answer: Sea turtles typically arrive on Indian River County beaches in March 
or April. The official start to sea turtle nesting season is March 1st and extends 
until October 31st. The peak nesting activity is in June and July. 

Question: How many sea turtles nest in Indian River County?
Answer: Based on the average from the previous 5 seasons, there are approx. 
7,600 nests per season within the 22.4 miles of beach. An adult female sea 
turtle can nest 2-6 times in one season. That’s anywhere between 1200 to 
3000 adult females. 

Question: What kinds of sea turtles nest in Indian River County?
Answer: The majority of IRC nests are deposited by loggerhead sea turtles 
(Caretta caretta), making up 84% of all nests laid within in the County. The 
remaining nests are deposited by green sea turtles (Chelonia mydas) and 
leatherbacks (Dermochelys coriacea), which comprise around 15% and 1% of 
the nests, respectively.

https://myfwc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=b08c3943233d4c1cb9e67853e29dd571
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Question: Why does Indian River County have a sea turtle program? 
Answer: Sea turtles are federally listed as threatened and endangered. 
Because seawalls interfere with sea turtle nesting and Indian River County 
permitted a few seawalls in 1996, the County obtained an Incidental Take 
Permit (ITP) from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). The ITP covers 
impacts from the existing seawalls and a limited number of future temporary 
structures permitted by the County. The ITP also requires a Habitat 
Conservation Plan (HCP), which went into effect in December 2004.

Question: When do the eggs hatch?
Answer: Eggs will typically incubate 
under the sand for 50 to 60 days 
before the hatchlings break out of 
the shells and emerge in a group. 
This typically occurs at night and is 
complete in under 10 minutes. 
Cooler temperatures can slow the 
incubation so during cooler months 
the eggs will take longer to develop. 

Question: What is included in the 
Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP)? 
Answer: The HCP outlines a 
streamlined permitting and 
monitoring process for a limited 
amount of erosion protection 
devices in the case of a major storm 
event. In addition, under the HCP, 
the County is required to have a 
Nest Monitoring Program, 
Beachfront Lighting Program, 
Predator Control Program and Sea 
Turtle Education Program.
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Question: How are sea turtle nests monitored? 
Answer: Under FWC permits and guidelines, the County and it’s partners 
conduct daily monitoring surveys on an ATV. Each morning a biologist rides the 
beach searching for new sea turtle emergences and records a GPS point for 
each one. 

Question: Why is that biologist digging up eggs?
Answer: Once a nest has hatched a permitted biologist will delicately excavate 
the remains of the nest, counting how many eggs were successful and how 
many perished. The biologist rarely finds hatchlings since most have already 
emerged and made their way into the ocean. 

Question: Does every nest get marked with flagging tape and stakes?
Answer: Nope! Not all nests are marked. Approx. 5%-10% of the nests will be 
marked. Nests are marked to gather reproductive success data once it has 
hatched. During the daily morning survey, a biologist will check on the status 
of each marked nest and record any disturbances or if it has hatched.  
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Question: What are the human 
impacts to nests on our 
beaches? 
Answer: There are many 
human behaviors that can 
negatively impact nests and 
hatchlings. 
• Garbage thrown into 

ditches and waterways can 
find it’s way to the beach, 
creating obstacles for 
hatchlings. 

• Beach furniture, holes, 
and boats create obstacles 
for adult turtles trying to 
nest.

• Artificial lights that can be 
seen from the beach 
disorientate hatchlings 
causing them to crawl in 
the wrong direction and 
repelling adults from the 
beach. 

Question: What are the natural impacts to 
nests on our beaches?
Answer: Many natural forces can impact or 
influence the survival of a nest or it’s 
hatchlings. 
• The most common impact to nests are 

high tide events and waves. Periotic 
waves will rinse the nest cooling it for 
a short time. However large storms can 
flood a nest or completely wash it out 
to sea. 

• Natural predators such as raccoons, 
coyotes, or birds can potentially eat 
the eggs or hatchlings. If predation 
becomes an increasing threat the 
County can implement a predator 
control plan. 

Question: Why are sea turtle threatened and 
endangered?
Answer: Prior to the Endangered Species 
Act of 1973, sea turtles were targeted for 
meat, eggs, and shells. Without close 
regulations the populations became 
unstable and risked extinction. With many 
years of conservation efforts populations 
have started to rise but are still many years 
from a full recovery. 
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